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PHOTO FROM VANDA FLEURY WEBSITE

Local People. Local Stories.

Hamiota gallery explores art, identity 
and heritage

Mid-West Arts Council’s gal-
lery space located in Hamiota’s 
historic bank building has a busy 

September ahead. 
The gallery features the work of a different artist every month 

and in September a visitor can experience the work of Winnipeg. 
Vanda Fleury is this month’s artist. She’s originally from Uno 
and on her website she describes herself as, “A Métis poetry-film 
and photovoice artist (who) weaves story work with memories, 
cultural knowledge, and documentary heritage.”

Her wide range of projects include short films and photographs 
often accompanied with written insights and comments on the 
social and cultural significance of the topic. Drawing on her 
indigenous heritage and her childhood home in the Birdtail 
valley she explores snapshots from our past. Examples include 

an analysis of the residential school system, including the Birtle 
Residential School. 

In her ‘Screenshots of the ‘90s’ project she explores our self-
identity and cultural diversity that result from our shared past.

On Oct. 1, the public is welcome to Hamiota’s Old Bank gal-
lery for a meet and greet with Vanda. High School students can 
have a short session and there will also be a presentation on 
residential schools.

Mary Lowe’s sculpture classes will continue this month, with 
lessons on working with clay.

For something out of the ordinary, painters can try their hand at 
the “plein air” technique at the Kenton dam. Plein air is a French 
phrase meaning ‘in the open air.’ It refers to painting outdoors 
and painting what you see directly in front of you. The artist must 
work quickly as light shifts, shadows move and clouds roll in.

Vanda Fleury at work digitizing old audio and video cassettes for her “Screenshots of the 90’s” project.

Place your ad here! 
(discounts apply for multiple insertions.)
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PHOTO BY MB GOVERNMENT

Manitoba Government announces new provincial park 
licence plate will feature iconic loon

The Manitoba government is unveiling new provincial park 
licence plates featuring a loon, the winning design chosen by 
Manitobans, Premier Wab Kinew announced today.

“Manitobans love our provincial parks, and this licence 
plate will help you show your support,” said Kinew. “Thou-
sands of Manitobans voted for their favourite design op-
tion, with the loon coming out on top. I look forward to 
seeing these licence plates on cars across the province – in 
both English and French.”

Manitobans were invited to help pick a new licence 
plate design in support of Manitoba Parks. An EngageMB 
survey ran from June 8 to July 31. A total of 62,605 Mani-
tobans responded to the survey. Following community 
feedback, the licence plate will be the first Manitoba 
specialty licence plate to be offered in both English and 
French, the premier noted.

A portion of the proceeds from every licence plate sold 
will go to the Manitoba Provincial Parks Endowment 
Funds through The Winnipeg Foundation, supporting 
park improvements that enhance ecological integrity, 
improve public safety, enhance accessibility and enrich 
visitor experiences in provincial parks.

“Our provincial parks are very special places and the 
new Manitoba Parks licence plates will give Manitobans a 
way to share their love of parks while supporting improve-
ments that will help families enjoy them for generations 

to come,” said Environ-
ment and Climate Change 
Minister Mike Moyes. “Our 
government thanks every-
one who took the time 
to vote on the proposed 
designs. The response was 
overwhelming and demon-
strates Manitobans’ strong 
support for our provincial 
parks.” 

The Nature Conservancy 
of Canada, a non-profit 
dedicated to connecting 
people to nature through 
partnership-driven con-
servation, habitat protec-
tion and long-term land stewardship, brought forward 
the application for the new plates as a way for people to 
show their love for the nature of Manitoba.

“Widely recognized as a Canadian symbol, the loon 
is a fitting reflection of the pride Manitobans feel in the 
natural and special places found right here at home,” 
said Andrea Laughren, regional vice-president, Prairie 
region, Nature Conservancy of Canada. “Our natural 
spaces, including our provincial parks, support healthy 
ecosystems and connect people to nature, helping make 
Manitoba such a special place to live, visit and explore. 
This new licence plate gives Manitobans a meaningful 
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Shooting 
Shooting Range & 

Range & Educational 

Educational Center
Center

Friday, 
Friday, July 

July 7th7th

South on Taylor Rd - Follow Signs

For further information please follow us on our

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/RiversGameandFish/  

Website: http://riversgameandfish.ca/

• 10 am - 2pm: Open House

• 12pm - 1pm: Free hotdogs

• 2pm: Grand Opening

• 2:45pm: Open house continues

• 3:30pm - 5pm: Old fashioned 

turkey shoot - .22 rifles and 

ammunition supplied

GRAND 
GRAND OPENING

OPENING

GRAND 
GRAND OPENING

OPENING

Row,Row,Row
Paddle Derby Summer Fun

July 8th BBQ pork supper  5 til 7 pm for 

up to 300 people. Cost is $25/plate

located at CJ’s Snack Shack in 
Rivers Provincial Park

July 9th

 Paddle Derby open to all NON-motorized vessels. Registration 

beginning at 1pm at Daly Beach dock or campground/beach 

dock. Totals to be tallied at 4 pm. 

 $10 per entry and extra silent hands $10. Prize payout will be 

50% of pot for top 2 hands and lowest total. 

 CJ’s will be providing a prize for the most unique entry (which 

makes it all the way around the route). 

The The RouteRoute
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Neil McCausland

DBA: KNM Ag Transport

Box 92; 238 Railway Ave

Kenton MB  R0M 0Z0
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(204) 720-9179

STRAIGHT BILL OF LADING - NOT NEGOTIABLE

RECEIVED, Subject to the classifications and tariffs in effect on date of issue of this Original Bill of Lading

At:............................
...............................

...............................
...............................

.. Date:..............................
.....

CONSIGNED TO:..............................
...............................

...............................
...............................

................

Destination:..............................
...............................

...............................
......................

B/L

 Received at point of origin on this date from the shipper, the goods herein described, in apparent good order, 

except as noted (contents and conditions of contents of packages unknown) marked, consigned and destined as indicated 

below, which the carrier agrees to carry and deliver to the consignee at the destination if on its own route, otherwise to 

deliver to another carrier on the route to the destination. 

 It is agreed as to each carrier of all or any of the goods over all or any portion of the route to destination, and as 

to each party at any time interested in all or any of the goods, that every service to be performed hereunder shall be subject 

to all the conditions, whether printed or written, which are hereby agreed to by the shipper and accepted for himself and 

his assigns. 

WHITE

OFFICE COPY

No. Pkgs

Weight

Gross:

Tare:

Net:

SHIPPED BY:

SHIPPER:

ADDRESS:

RECEIVED BY:

Unloading Time

Loading Time

Description of Articles and Special Marks

CANARY

SHIPPER’S COPY

PINK

CONSIGNEE’S COPY

GOLDENROD

TRUCKER’S COPY

TRUCK NO.:

DRIVER:

TRAILER:

Net: 15 days upon delivery.

3% Interest charged on overdue accounts.

 Received at point of origin on this date from the shipper, the goods herein described, in apparent good order, 

except as noted (contents and conditions of contents of packages unknown) marked, consigned and destined as indicated 

below, which the carrier agrees to carry and deliver to the consignee at the destination if on its own route, otherwise to 

deliver to another carrier on the route to the destination. 

 It is agreed as to each carrier of all or any of the goods over all or any portion of the route to destination, and as 

to each party at any time interested in all or any of the goods, that every service to be performed hereunder shall be subject 

to all the conditions, whether printed or written, which are hereby agreed to by the shipper and accepted for himself and 

his assigns. 
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Sekine Heritage /Rivers 110  Event Weekend

Sekine Heritage /Rivers 110  Event Weekend
July 6 - 9
July 6 - 9

Rollin’ into Rivers
Rollin’ into Rivers
Rollin’ into Rivers
Rollin’ into Rivers

7am        8:30am

9am      10am      10:30am 
10:30am        10:30am 

11am       
      11am       11:30am 11:30am 12pm      2pm  

5pm 7pm Dusk

- 9am - Lions Pancake Breakfast at Rivers Curling Arena

- Parade participants line up Elementary School (includes Kids 

   Decorated Bicycle Contest)
- Parade starts  (Food Bank is taking donations during parade)

- 4pm - Kids Bouncy Castle Rivers RV Park

- 1:30pm - Caboose Photo Booth, Kids Coloring Contest, Kids Corn 

   Hole Toss - Rivers Curling Arena
- 4pm - Displays at Rivers Curling Arena, Draws for Sekine Bicycle 

   & Wall Hanging- Sekine Bicycle Tours 5 km, 20 km, 37 km  Register at A & L Cycle 

   Tent across from Heritage Co-op (Proceeds to Firefighters & Train 

   Station)- 11pm - Rivers Pipe Band Reunion - Redfern Hall, Music, Displays, 

   Food and Refreshments
- 11pm - Beer Gardens & Entertainment Rivers Legion Parking Lot

- 1:30pm - E Bike Demonstration Hotel Parking Lot Area

- 1:30pm - Love Local BBQ @ Heritage Co-op Parking Lot

- 4pm - Classic Car Show and Shine Legion area

- Rivers Train Station Draw for VIA Rail Trip - Winnipeg 

   to Churchill & return
- 7pm - CJ’s supper at lake - proceeds to Friends of Rivers Lake

- 9pm - Old Fashioned Hootenanny at CJ’s

- Millennium Park - Fireworks and Hot Dogs

Saturday July 8

Funding assistance provided by the Manitoba government. Aide financière accordée par le gouvernement du Manitoba

Thursday July 6
12pm
2pm

- 1973 Class Reunion at Rivers Legion 
- 1974 Class joins in

10am   

10am
2pm

 
3:30pm

4pm

5pm
5pm

Friday July 7- Golf Tournament at Riverdale Golf and  

   Country Club Ph 204-328-7122
- 2pm - Tour, Demos & BBQ at Wildlife Range   

- Grand Opening of the Wildlife Ranges and 

   Learning Centre - Turkey shoot (equipment supplied) 

- 7pm - Emergency Services Demonstration   

   Legion Parking Lot- Class of 1966 supper at Lee’s Restaurant

- 8pm - Pipe Band Practice at RV Park

9:30am

1pm

Sunday, July 9

- Antique Tractor Trek to Clack’s Museum, lunch provided w/ $25 registration at Redfern’s Farm 

   Centre. All proceeds to Cancer Care. Pre-register w/ Tom/Jean Ryall 204-328-7546 or 

   Harry/Joan Airey 204-328-7103
- 4pm - Paddle Poker on Rivers Lake (no motorized watercraft).Registration Dave Falkevitch 204-729-7203

WE HELP MAKE 
YOUR BUSINESS
MORE CREATIVE
Do you have a Large print job? Do you have a Large print job? 
We offer special pricing on large We offer special pricing on large 
volumes of printingvolumes of printing
• Business cards• Business cards
• Envelopes• Envelopes
• Invoices, purchase orders and statements• Invoices, purchase orders and statements
• Brochures, booklets and flyers• Brochures, booklets and flyers
• Raffle tickets• Raffle tickets
• Invitations and postcards• Invitations and postcards
• Gift certificates• Gift certificates
• Anything you have in mind!• Anything you have in mind!

Rivers, MBRivers, MB
204-328-7494204-328-7494

info@riversbanner.cominfo@riversbanner.com
www.riversbanner.comwww.riversbanner.com
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Banner

Gazette-RepoRteRHawaiian-Style ChiliHawaiian-Style Chili
This Hawaiian-style chili recipe is a very good 
one, and it’s made with pineapple for sweetness. 
Since this is a large recipe, you might want to 
make a half-batch if it is just for a small family.

Ingredients
•	 1 lb ground beef, turkey, or Italian sausage
•	 2 medium onion, diced
•	 2 red bell pepper, diced
•	 3 cloves garlic, minced
•	 1 can (15 oz) pineapple tidbits or chunks, 

drained (reserve the juice!)
•	 1 can (15 oz each) black beans or kidney 

beans, rinsed and drained
•	 1 can (14.5 oz) diced tomatoes
•	 1 can (6 oz) tomato paste
•	 3 tbsp chili powder
•	 Salt and black pepper to taste

Directions
1.	 Brown the meat and veggies: Cook the 

ground meat, onion, and bell pepper in a 
skillet over medium heat until the meat is 
browned. Add the garlic in the last minute. 
Drain any excess fat. 

2.	Combine in the slow cooker: Transfer the meat mixture to your slow cooker. Add the 
reserved pineapple juice, beans, diced tomatoes, tomato paste, chili powder, cumin, 
salt, and pepper. Stir well.

3.	 Slow cook: Cover and cook on low for 6 to 8 hours or on high for 4 to 5 hours.
4.	Add the pineapple: Stir in the reserved pineapple chunks during the last 30 to 60 

minutes of cooking so they stay warm and hold their texture.
5.	 Serve: Ladle hot into bowls and top with cheese, sour cream, or green onions if desired.

Licence plates help show support for Manitoba Parks, will be 
available in both English and French

way to celebrate and care for what is uniquely theirs, today 
and for generations to come.”

Since 2011, Manitoba Public Insurance (MPI) has 
administered the Specialty Licence Plate Program on 
behalf of the Manitoba government and currently offers 
19 specialty plates. To date, more than 215,000 specialty 
plates have been sold, generating more than $6.4 million 
in charitable proceeds.

The new Manitoba Parks licence plates featuring the 
loon design chosen by Manitobans will be available for 
purchase at MPI service centres and MPI brokers offices 
in spring 2027.

Explore Manitoba Parks

P12345
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LET’S GET READY TO ROCK!
RIVERS CURLING CLUB LEAGUE 

CONTACTS FOR 2026-2027
Monday afternoon Ladies: 
Lori Vandal 204-724-8832
Crystal Bourdin 204-740-7050 

Monday Night Men’s:
Justin Gerrard 204-724-6803

Tuesday Afternoon Seniors: 
Dennis or Maxine Veitch 204-328-7133

Juniors Evening: TBD
Coach: Open

Thursday Afternoon 2-Person: 
Al MacDonald 204-328-7903

Thursday Evening Open: 
Charley Beever 204-573-1852

2026-2027 Curling league 
fees: TBD at AGM

Rivers Curling Club AGM 
October 14, 2026 Behlen 

Lounge 7pm.

We need your help: 
Junior League Coach or 

Supervisor
Seasonal Ice Caretaker 

position available  

Sundays 10 a.m.
Children’s Church during the message

Bible  Study – Thursdays 7:30 p.m.

Rapid City Community ChuRCh

JESUS IS LORD

1.	Baseball

2.	Standouts

3.	Win

4.	Pork

5.	Welcomes

6.	Extended

7.	Picked

8.	Pressure

9.	Games

10.	 Pitching

11.	 Next

12.	 Contest

Build your own custom worksheet at education.com/worksheet-generator

© 2007 - 2026 Education.com

Word Search

J L Z Z Q A E G B P E Z L U P
F G K U C M Y U X L I D W G S
I Y I C G R F W D C E C P Y O
U W D O P R E S S U R E K C S
J M W N Z K P X A K F G M E F
Q I I T E D W E L C O M E S D
L E N E P B C A Q X S L I F Z
P F Q S V W N E X T W J Z G B
G L I T D V E X T E N D E D A
A S T A N D O U T S L C P I S
M J R L T C F N N V J E O O E
E A L D S K J W Q S O D R K B
S C I J Y Y Y V Z M B T K Q A
J T R A R H S O A W O M D Q L

W W B C Q P I T C H I N G S L

Standouts Baseball Welcomes Next
Extended Pressure Pitching Pork
Picked Contest Games Win

®

Wordsearch from last weeks cover

NHL contracts

The Winnipeg Jets 
goalie,Connor Hellebuy-
ck wants out of Winnipeg, 
even though he signed a 
contract at $8.5 million a 
year back in the 2024-2025 
season so he has a few years 
remaining on it.

Dylan Larkin of the 
Detroit Red Wings signed 
a 8.7 million contract and 
still has 5 years remaining 
on it. 

Brady Tkachuk signed 
a 8 year contract at $8.2 
million per season and 
wanted out of Ottawa. 
The interesting thing is 
that these 3 players are 
all American. All 3 play-
ers signed for a combined 
total of over 25 million 
dollars per season which is 
paid in American dollars. 
The question is this, how 
do the general managers 
of these teams handle 
this?

Ottawa traded Brady 
Tkachuk for basically 
nothing. Draft picks are 
uncertain and to get a 
player back with that kind 
of contract is not realistic. 

I would think Detroit and 
Winnipeg will get about 
the same amount back for 
their players as Ottawa did.

Connor Hellebuyck 
signed a multi year con-
tract for big money, 8 years 
at 8.1 million a season but 
wants to go to a team that 
has a chance to win the 
Stanley Cup. When he 
signed the deal he stated 
he wanted to win a Stanley 
Cup and bring it back to 
Winnipeg. Did he notice 
how he has played in the 
playoffs recently?

Obviously, he has had 
a change of heart. Part of 
that may be that the GM 
Kevin Cheveldayoff can-
not seem to get players to 
come to Winnipeg.

I wonder if there is 
anyone behind these play-
ers wanting to go to the 
United States to continue 
their careers? I think NHL 
President Gary Bettman 
may be behind this in 
some sort of way. Gary 
Bettman has never wanted 
a Canadian team to win 
the Stanley Cup, and the 

proof is in the pudding.
Training camp for the 

National Hockey League 
begins in about 2 weeks 
and if Connor Hellebuyck 
does not show up at camp 
the Jets can suspend him 
without pay. The Jets 
would have about 8 mil-
lion dollars to spend 
elsewhere. 

If I were in the position 
of the Winnipeg Jets, I 
would let him sit at home 
for the 5 years remain-
ing on his contract. His 
career would be over, and 
he would lose millions of 
dollars. Sucks to be him 
I guess!

When players sign long 
term contracts and for mil-
lions of dollars they should 
have to stay with that team. 
The team gave the player 
the money he wanted and 
for the number of years 
the player wanted. Seems 
to me if a player wants and 
signs the contract then 
that is the team he has to 
play for. The players would 
also lose the right if a trade 
was being considered by 
the team to which team 
the player would end up 
with. Gary Bettman can 
put a stop to this but I am 
thinking he wants to make 
Canadian teams pay the 
price so American teams 
will be the winners of the 
Stanley Cup!

Ref to Ref to 
writerwriter
Gerry Gerry 
NolanNolan

Toronto Blue Jays

As of this writing on 
a Sunday morning, the 
Toronto Blue Jays find 
themselves in play-off 
position. Who would have 
thought that possible 
the way their season has 
gone. Even though their 
pitching staff is injured 
and beaten up, the club 
has found their bats 
somewhat and along with 
playing good defence, 
along with pitchers from 
their bullpen that just 
does not let them down, 
the Jays are in the hunt for 
a wild card berth in the 
playoffs with about three 
weeks remaining in the 
regular season.

I watch the Blue Jays 
play whenever I can, 
and one thing I will say 
is that the Jays do not 
do things the easy way, 
which makes for excit-
ing baseball games. They 
currently have a 4 game 
winning streak and have 
won more games than 
they have lost, over the 
.500 mark for the first 
time since they swept 

the Oakland Athletics to 
begin the season. I hope 
they make the play-offs 
but will have to depend 
on starting pitching and 
defence team is near last 
in all of baseball.

The Toronto Blue Jays 
could have folded the tent 
a long time ago but have 
kept grinding out wins set-
ting the stage for a great 3 
weeks of baseball games.

If Vladimir Guerrero 
could ever get back to 
hitting the way he did last 
fall, we have a chance. He 
has hit only 8 home runs 
and batted in 54 runs, 
a long slide from where 
he was last season. He 
should be around the 30 
home runs and 100 runs 
batted in.

The lack of power with 
the team has hurt the 
team, yet here we are right 
in the thick of things.

Canada is behind the 
team living and dying 
with every pitch, every 
swing and every catch, 
every decision made by 
the coaches. Good luck 
to the Toronto Blue Jays 
the rest of the season and 
as Yogi would say, it ain’t 
over till it’s over!

Ref to Ref to 
writerwriter
Gerry Gerry 
NolanNolan

Rivers Banner
Serving the 

Rivers area since 
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This column is based on one I wrote 25 
years ago at the time of the Twin Tower 
attacks 25 years ago

It’s interesting that since the ter-
rorist attacks in New York and 
Washington that every commen-

tator has become an expert on terror-
ism. To the amateur observer some 
things come to light very quickly. The 
most startling thing about terrorism 
is that terrorists have very different 
values than the average person. 
Attacks of terrorism are calculated 
and cowardly. Their most guarded 
weapon is the fear that the attacks 
instill in the hearts of the survivors.

The second thing that comes to 
mind is that these terrorists, whoever 
they may be, are very well organized 
and very well financed. This is no 
Mickey Mouse operation. This isn’t 
some disgruntled group of kids toss-
ing Molotov cocktails at a passing 
bus. There’s serious coin behind 
this group and the movement is 
very large. Very well organized also, 
in that every time they want some 
publicity they just happen to have 
someone willing to burn a f lag or 
stage a demonstration for the CNN 
camera crews.

The third thing that seems evident 
is that they hide behind religion. 
It’s a facade. Religion doesn’t usu-
ally promote terrorism, it doesn’t 
promote killing people, it doesn’t 
promote violence. It’s assumed the 
terrorists, are Islamic but most Is-
lamic people don’t promote most of 
the negative things we see attached 
to the terrorist groups.

Terrorism is about money and it’s 
about power. It’s about people who 
want more than what they have or 
about people who had more than 
they have now and they want it back. 
It’s that simple.

Perspectives

Rita FriesenRita Friesen

HomebodiesHomebodies

Unfortunately the answer is simple 
too. Too simple. While the theologies 
of the main religions of the world 
don’t line up on every point, there 
is a common basis for the main re-
ligions. They acknowledge God as 
Creator. That’s common to Judaism, 
Islam and Christianity. They mostly 
promote brotherly love and peace. 
In the original form and without 
the distortion of money, power and 
politics, the religions don’t condone 
or promote what’s happening in the 
world today.

However, God the Creator made 
people as free moral agents. We have 
freedom of choice. Our forefathers 
had choices. We all make choices. 
They affect our lives, they affect 
other peoples’ lives, sometimes for 
good, sometimes for evil.

Nations make choices too. The 
Afghanistan nation has chosen to 
embroil itself in bloody civil wars, 
other nations have decided to try 
and suppress Afghanistan over the 
centuries. Now the U.S. is faced 
with a choice. They and the whole 
so-called free world with them were 
brutally attacked on Sept. 11. No 
doubt some people are going to die 
to avenge this act but is that the right 
choice. Perhaps the U.S, and the free 
world got a wake-up call on Sept. 11. 
Perhaps the U.S. and it’s allies should 
spend as much time and energy on 
ways of reaching out to other people 

as they do in figuring out ways to 
clobber them. If the democratic free 
world of economy and lifestyle is as 
good as we believe it is, then why 
don’t we spend more time including 
other nations instead of oppressing 
and excluding them. That doesn’t 
mean opening the f lood gates to 
immigration, it means helping them 
where they are.

Perhaps the leaders of the nations 
and all the people of this world 
would do well to sit down and read 
the Jewish Torah or Christian Bible 
or the Koran. They would find that 
there is a God the Creator and there 
are clear instructions about how to 
live together in peace and harmony. 
They might also discover that no 
matter how good we are or how 
peaceful we are we still fall short of 
the glory of God, that we can’t, on 
our own strength, gain eternal life 
in heaven. All three books point that 
out, one of them contains the answer.

Editor’s note: If I were to re-write this 
column today, I might change it up some. 
But the above words are what I wrote in 
2001 and I think they still would serve 
countries and people well if followed. KW

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this 
column are the writer’s personal views and 
are not to be taken as being the view of the 
Banner & Press staff.

Ken WaddellKen Waddell

Right in the Right in the 
CentreCentre

By Chad Carpenter
TundraTundra

Emptying the cereal box, separating the wax paper 
from the cardboard before recycling, had me 
back in the kitchen of my childhood in a f lash. 

Back then cold cereal was a luxury; usually corn f lakes 
or puffed wheat and sometimes rice krispies replacing 
the belly filling oatmeal/porridge. The paper would be 
carefully smoothed out and used to wrap sandwiches, 
cover dishes in the fridge, or become a surface on which 
a jellyroll could be f lipped before rolling. That single 
layer of wax paper would be washed and dried and 
carefully stored for multiple uses. Now we have rolls of 
wax paper, rolls of aluminium foil, rolls of plastic wrap 
and parchment paper. ( that expense usually is under the 
heading of groceries, and we complain about the cost of 
eating?) The box in which the cereal had been purchased 
was reused as well. It became the transportation unit for 
dainties and casseroles. 

Now we have an array of plastic containers to meet every 
shape and size of baking and food storage. If we run low on 
custom built units, we dip into the stash of empty takeout 
containers. I am so certain that I am not the only one with 
a hoard of plastic trays - some with lids- and yogurt/sour 
cream/cottage cheese containers! Honestly a few of them 
on standby is okay but a mass of them?

Then there are paper products. I’m not certain when 
I met my first paper towel, full adulthood I’m sure. We 
had dish clothes/rags, f loorclothes/rags and dust clothes/
rags. And that is exactly what they were -rags, scraps of 
fabric that we used and reused. There were no Swiffer 
f loor mops, it was down on your hands and knees with a 
pail and a rag, scrubbing the f loors - often with the help 
of a brush. A spill did get cleaned up with a disposable 
paper towel. There was a rag/cloth for that as well. Dishes 
didn’t get washed with clothes, or micro fibre clothes, or 
long handled scrubbies. There was a piece of fabric for 
each one of these tasks and they got washed, dried and 
used again, and again. It could be the last of a cotton tee 
shirt, the back of a f lannel pj leg- any fabric that would 
absorb and could be washed with scalding hot water!

Those paper products included toilet tissue/ toilet 
paper whichever term your family used. Once again, 
I acknowledge that I am eighty. I am old, I have seen 
a lot of changes. Je me souviens the outdoor biffy, two 
holer, outhouse, privy - again whatever term your family 
used. I remember carefully saving the newspaper and 
quartering the page - so much better than the catalogue 
paper. And then the wonderful soft green squares of 
paper that protected the Christmas oranges in shipping! 
There was no choice of two ply or three ply! Now we rely 
on ready to use products. There is an elite assortment 
of food storage containers. There is an elite variety of 
methods and products for washing dishes, cleaning f loors 
and catching spills. Every one is a household expense, 
usually included in groceries…hmmm

Je me souviens…
I remember

Fear is their stock and trade
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Hamiota, Assiniboine College MOU creates education 
opportunities

Hamiota has agreed to become a training hub for As-
siniboine College courses, both online and potentially, 
in-person.

Last week, Assiniboine College Vice-President of Com-
munity Development, Dr. Brad Mahon, met with Mayor 
Randy Lints to sign a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) where in Hamiota municipality is providing a 
space for students to inface with Assiniboine courses. 

Courses could be delivered through Internet Technol-
ogy or possibly in person, depending upon student interest, 
course material and teacher availability. 

Classroom space is located at Hamiota’s business hub 
on Elm Street, located conveniently along Hwy 21 just 
north of Hamiota Collegiate.

Preparing to sign the MOU document, Mayor Lints 
welcomed the small turnout and said, “I do want to give 
full credit to Armi (Adair), who really is the person that 
started this whole conversation.”

Adair, Hamiota’s Economic Development Officer, 
looked into creating a training opportunity in Hamiota 
when she began her job, before she went on maternity leave.

Lints said, “The first thing she did after she came back 
from mat leave was pick up where she left off with this 
idea, and it’s really grown and really has potential to be 

a really great thing here.” 
To Mahon and to Business Development Coordinator 

for Assiniboine, Lonnie Patterson, he said, “I want to thank 
Assiniboine College for all of their efforts, and hopefully 
this will bring a lot of fruit for the future.”

One of the mandates of the college is their broad 
availability across the province. Dr. Mahon responded 
saying, “Access to education should not be limited by 
geography, and this partnership with Hamiota really 
reflects Assiniboine’s commitment to bringing education 

and training opportunities 
closer to where people live 
and work.”

Survey
To help the college de-

termine local interest, an 
online survey was created 
which closes on Friday, 

Sept. 11. The survey asks about needs or interest people 
have for training courses. 

He said, “We already have over 100 responses to that 
survey.” He said it was exciting to see that number, and 
hoped even more people would respond.

Mahon said, “I’m interested to see what people have 
to say, what they’re interested in. So, we’re very excited 
and looking forward to the day that this space provides 
opportunities for people, for residents to build skills, 
explore careers, and pursue further education.”

“I know that this space will not only serve Hamiota, but 
the larger region as well. And so, we’re looking forward 
as well in the coming months to talking to some of the 
First Nations and some of the other municipalities that 
are neighbouring this area too.”

Additional information about available courses, pro-
grams and training opportunities will be shared in the 
coming months.

26092MM0

BethBeth
McConnellMcConnell

Parenting Parenting 
with Purposewith Purpose

Back to School, Back to Reality

out warning, and trying 
to remember which child 
needs indoor shoes, which 
needs outdoor shoes, and 
which needs both.

And that’s before we 
get to the emotional load. 
Kids are anxious. Parents 
are anxious. The world 
feels heavier than it used 
to, and our children feel it 
too. We’re not just sending 
them off with lunch kits 
and permission slips, we’re 
sending them off with pep 
talks about kindness, resili-
ence, and how to handle 
the kid who says something 
they saw online. Parenting 
today means preparing 
your child for a world that 
moves faster than any of us 
can keep up with.

The truth is that most 
parents aren’t striving for 
perfection. We’re striving 
for “good enough.” We’re 
doing our best with the 
time, energy, and resources 
we have. Some mornings 
that means a balanced 
lunch and a cheerful send 

off. Other mornings it 
means tossing a granola 
bar into a backpack and 
hoping no one notices the 
mismatched socks.

And yet, despite the 
chaos, there’s something 
grounding about this sea-
son. The return of routine, 
even a messy one, gives 
families a rhythm to fall 
back into. Supper might 
still be rushed, homework 
might still be a battle, and 
bedtime might still be a 
negotiation, but there’s 
comfort in the familiar 
patterns. We’re reminded 
that parenting isn’t about 
f lawless execution. It’s 
about showing up, again 
and again, even when we’re 
tired, even when we’re 
overwhelmed, even when 
the school email says, “as 
previously mentioned” 
and we swear it was never 
mentioned.

Back to school isn’t a 
fresh start. It’s a continua-
tion, of effort, of love, of 
trying. It’s parents doing 
what parents have always 
done: making it work, even 
when it’s hard.

And maybe that’s the 
most honest version of 
the season. Not the pol-
ished photos or the perfect 
lunches, but the everyday 
resilience of families who 
keep moving forward, one 
morning, one lunch, one 
“I can’t find it!” at a time.

There’s a particular kind 
of silence that settles over 
a house in early Septem-
ber. Not the peaceful, 
coffee commercial kind, 
more like the aftermath 
of a storm. Backpacks have 
been repacked three times, 
someone can’t find their 
left shoe, and the lunch 
containers you swore you 
washed in June have mys-
teriously reappeared, still 
sticky. The kids are out the 
door, the house is quiet, 
and you finally exhale. 
But it’s not serenity. It’s 
the pause before the next 
round.

Back to school season 
has long been framed as a 
fresh start: crisp notebooks, 
sharpened pencils, smiling 
children marching into a 
bright future. But for most 
parents today, it’s less about 
fresh starts and more about 
juggling acts. We’re manag-
ing school supply lists that 
read like procurement 
orders, navigating bus 
schedules that change with-

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

At the signing agreement with Assiniboine College, Sept. 2, held in Hamiota’s business hub in the future 
education facility. L-R: Armi Adair (Economic Development), Laura Eastcott (CAO), Dr. Brad Mahon (Vice 
President of Community Development at ACC), Randy Lints (Mayor of Hamiota), Pat Kirk (Member of 
Education Board), Lonnie Patterson (Business Development Coordinator at ACC).
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Manitoba Infrastructure guide 
for establishing reduced-

speed school zones

Questions of Origin

The Highway Traffic Act 
authorizes local govern-
ments, such as municipal-
ities, Northern Community 
Councils and First Nation 
Band Councils, to make by-
laws establishing reduced-
speed school zones (RSSZ). 

The Reduced-Speed 
School Zones Regulation 
(regulation) sets out re-
quirements related to speed 
reductions, by-law develop-
ment, and the signage 
necessary for the estab-
lishment of RSSZ’s. Local 
governments opting to 
designate portions of road-
ways as RSSZ’s are required 
to do so in accordance with 
the regulation. This helps 
to ensure that RSSZ’s are 
identifiable and the max-
imum speeds within them 
are enforceable.

The regulatory require-
ments for establishing 
RSSZ’s are set out below. 
The requirements are only 
applicable to RSSZ’s. Traf-
fic authorities will continue 
to have autonomy in deter-
mining the location and 
erecting approved signage 
for school areas where there 
is no speed reduction.
Maximum Speed in a 

Reduced-Speed School 
Zone

Local governments may 
determine the maximum 
speed in RSSZ’s within the 
following parameters.

• The maximum speed 
must not be lower than 30 
km/h on roadways where 
the posted speed limit is less 
than 80 km/h; and

Questions of origin mat-
ter. No, this is not talking 
about Douglas Adams and 
the question of life, the uni-
verse, and everything, but 
something more mundane 
yet more relevant to day-to-
day life. Country of origin 
questions are at the heart 
of the trade negotiations 
between Canada, the U.S., 
and Mexico, and Canadian 
farmers and processors may 
become collateral damage if 
we don’t pay attention.

Where did the parts to 
make a new car really come 
from? Did the steel and alum-
inum originate in North 
America or were they im-
ported from a third country? 
Where did the meat in the 
grocery aisle originate? Did it 
come from jurisdictions with 
regulatory systems that I trust 
or from someplace else? Who 
grew my food?

Canada and the U.S. have 
a history of disputes involving 
food labelling. In 2009, the 
U.S. activated a law requir-
ing mandatory country 
of origin labelling for red 
meat products. The regula-
tions stipulated that retailers 
needed to identify where the 
animals were born, raised, 
and processed. Processors 
were required to segregate 
animals that were born or 
raised in Canada, which dis-
rupted the integrated North 
American markets for both 
pork and beef. Consumers 
faced increased prices at the 
grocery stores as the cost of 
segregation, at least in part, 
was passed on to them. Hog 
farmers and beef producers 
lost income. Canada and 
Mexico took the case to 
the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) and ultimately 
won that six-year process, 
however, this did not deter 
those advocating for country-
of-origin labelling. Origin 
labelling for meat is back on 
the table, and because the 
WTO’s dispute process is 
broken, another challenge of 
U.S. legislation will not save 
our bacon this time.

There are two separate 
examples of the return of 
the origin debate in food. 
On January 1st of this year, 
new U.S. regulations came 
into effect that significantly 
tightened the rules behind 
the voluntary “Product of 
the U.S.A.” label. Manitoba’s 
hog farmers are watching the 
response from U.S. retailers 
closely. If retailers want to use 
the “Product of the U.S.A.” 
label, their suppliers will 

• The maximum speed 
must not be lower than 50 
km/h on roadways where 
the posted speed limit is 80 
km/h or more.

Local governments may 
determine when speed 
reductions are in effect. 
In cases where the speed 
reduction is not in effect 
at all times, signs must be 
erected to inform motorists 
of when to slow down.

Warning Signs
Warning signs must be 

placed at the approach 
of a RSSZ to alert drivers 
of the up-coming speed 
reduction. The sign must 
be erected not less than 
100 m and not more than 
250 m before the begin-
ning of a RSSZ’s in both 
rural and urban areas. The 
prescribed distances reflect 
the standard under the 
MUTCD standard.

If the portion of roadway 
before the beginning of a 
RSSZ does not extend at 
least 150 m, the warning 
sign is not required. This 
exemption is intended to 
address situations where 
it is impracticable or im-
possible to effectively use 
a warning sign, i.e. where 
a school is located near a 
T-intersection or on a dead-
end street. However, traffic 
authorities are encouraged 
to place a warning sign at 
the approach to all RSSZ’s, 
even if the MUTCD stan-
dard cannot be met. The 
warning sign enhances the 
safety of a RSSZ and the 
enforceability of speeding 
tickets by giving drivers 
time to comply with the 
speed reduction.

need to eliminate purchases 
of pigs born in Manitoba. 
What will this mean for the 
approximately three million 
weanlings that Manitoba 
sells into the U.S. every year? 

The second example re-
lates to the U.S. Farm Bill. 
On August 6th, the U.S. 
Senate’s Agriculture Com-
mittee voted to incorporate 
mandatory origin labelling 
for beef into the U.S. Farm 
Bill. We would be naive 
to think that the push for 
mandatory labelling will 
stop at beef.

Legislators are respond-
ing to consumers who want 
to know where their food 
comes from. Farmers and 
processors should acknow-
ledge the desire of many 
consumers for transparent 
information on questions 
of origin. These questions 
are not going away, and it is 
best for farmers across North 
America if all the sectors 
of animal agriculture work 
together to answer them. 
If we don’t answer these 
questions then governments 
will regulate how they are 
addressed and that will in-
evitably harm our ability to 
deliver nutritious, safe, and 
affordable food.

To start we need to clearly 
communicate that when it 
comes to food safety and the 
security of supply, animals 
raised in Canada are not 
much different from animals 
raised in the U.S. We have 
similar regulations on farm 
inputs, like veterinary drugs. 
We have compatible food 
safety standards. Canadian 
and U.S. farmers have com-
parable production practi-
ces. When U.S. consumers 
indicate that they would 
prefer not to buy foreign 
born meat, they are gener-
ally not including Canada in 
their definition of “foreign.”

Speed Enforcement
The RCMP and local po-

lice forces are responsible 
for speed enforcement in 
Manitoba, including speed 
enforcement in RSSZ. 
Speeding in a RSSZ is not a 
by-law offence. It is a speed-
ing offence like any other 
under The Highway Traffic 
Act (HTA). A driver caught 
speeding in a RSSZ will be 
issued a provincial offence 
notice for speeding and, in 
most cases, be required to 
pay a set fine prescribed in 
provincial regulations.

Usually when a local gov-
ernment wants to reduce 
an existing speed limit, it 
must seek approval from 
the Highway Traffic Board 
(HTB). If the HTB ap-
proves the speed reduction, 
the new maximum speed 
for the specific portions 
of roadway is prescribed 
in the Maximum Speed 
Order (MSO) which is a 
regulation under the HTA.

The MSO authorizes 
the maximum speed and 
makes it enforceable; how-
ever, because the max-
imum speed in a RSSZ 
does not require HTB 
approval, it is not possible 
to authorize it under the 
MSO. Consequently, a by-
law is required to authorize 
the maximum speed in 
a RSSZ so that it may be 
enforced. The by-law sim-
ply authorizes the speed 
reduction; it does not create 
an offence and is not in 
itself enforceable. A bylaw 
officer is not authorized to 
enforce speeding offences, 
including speed offences 
in RSSZs.

Farmers across North 
America must work together 
to demonstrate the value 
of our integrated market 
for agricultural products 
and food. Because of this 
integration, consumers have 
greater choice. Disrupting 
integrated North American 
markets will increase re-
tail prices. The integration 
of North American value 
chains increases the security 
of our food supply, which is 
especially important during 
times of geopolitical uncer-
tainty.

How do we accomplish the 
seemingly conflicting goals 
of protecting the integrated 
North American market for 
food while providing con-
sumers answers to questions 
of origin? One solution is the 
development of a product 
of North America label or 
product of Canada and the 
U.S. label. Consumers would 
be assured that the meat they 
are purchasing was derived 
from animals that were born, 
raised, and processed by 
Canadian and U.S. farmers 
who follow the regulatory 
standards that have the con-
fidence of consumers. 

A Canada – U.S., label will 
require farmers, processors, 
and governments on both 
sides of the border to agree 
on the label requirements, 
auditing processes, and en-
forcement. This is no small 
task, and it will take some 
work to get ranchers in Texas 
to agree with hog farmers in 
Manitoba, but the undertak-
ing is not impossible. The 
renegotiation of the Canada 
– U.S. – Mexico agreement 
presents a clear opportunity 
to move forward with this 
solution, but governments 
will not move first. Leader-
ship first needs to come from 
within farm organizations 
and processors.

By Cam Dahl, GM
Manitoba Pork Council 

Country of Origin is still a big trade issue for Canada.
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International Peace Garden Hosting 9/11 Memorial Event

A special event marking the 25th anniversary of 
9/11 will be held at the International Peace Garden on 
Friday, September 11 at 11 a.m. at the 9/11 Memorial 
Site. Everyone is welcome to attend this free event, and 
attendees should plan to arrive by 10:30 am. 

The 9/11 Memorial Site was created with the support 
of the North Dakota and Manitoba governments, Rotary 
International, North American Firefighters Union and 
Manitoba Infrastructure. The site, which contains steel 
salvaged from the remains of the World Trade Center, 
was officially dedicated on September 11, 2002.

Because of the increased significance and interest with 
the 25th anniversary, IPG is encouraging visitors to leave 
plenty of time for arrival and parking. Attendees will not 
want to miss the initial procession, which will include 
Honor Guards from U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 
U.S. Border Patrol, Canadian Border Services Agency, 
North Dakota Parks & Recreation and United Firefighters 
of Winnipeg. The Manitoba Emergency Services College 
in Brandon, MB, will bring an aerial firetruck. 

A variety of speakers will bring remarks from both 
countries with Member of Legislative Assembly David 
Pankratz serving as emcee. The keynote speaker is Jason 
Shaw, the Deputy Fire Chief with the City of Winnipeg. 
Shaw attended the 10th anniversary program in New 
York City.

Anthems will be performed by the Bottineau High 

School Choir. All school 
districts are invited and 
should reach out to their 
respective Customs offices 
to ensure proper identifica-
tion requirements. 

“This solemn occasion 
commemorates a national 
tragedy, and also reminds 
us of the tremendous unity 
we felt as we came together 
in the wake of that tragedy,” 
said Tim Chapman, CEO 
of the Garden. “As we look 
back at the last 25 years, we 
also look back at the years 
since the founding of the 
Garden in 1932, and are 
reminded that we came 
together to create this Gar-
den as a living monument 
to peace, and to the bond of friendship between the U.S. 
and Canada that has endured throughout the years.” 

Gate admission fees to the Garden will be waived until 
noon on Sept. 11. Following the memorial event, light 
refreshments will be available, and the cafe and gift shop 
will also be open. The North American Game Warden 
Museum will also be open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

About the International Peace Garden
The International Peace Garden was founded in 1932 

and is dedicated to peace, cooperation and friendship. 
A year-round destination, the International Peace 
Garden serves as a resource for education, conserva-
tion, and entertainment for local, regional, national 
and international visitors. The Peace Garden is a non-
profit organization supported by private funding and 
public funding from the state of North Dakota and 
the Manitoba provincial government. Learn more at 
peacegarden.com.

The 9/11 Memorial Site was created with the support of the North Dakota and 
Manitoba governments

25 Years Later: Remembering September 11, 2001

It is difficult to process that a quarter-century has 
passed since September 11, 2001. By now, none of us are 
strangers to how fast time moves, but that number—25 
years—hits with a heavy, distinct weight. Even though the 
tragedy unfolded in the United States, its echo resonated 
across the entire globe, reshaping the modern world in 
an instant. For those of us who watched from afar, we 
may not have experienced the immediate ground-zero 
trauma, but the collective fear, grief, and loss of innocence 
changed our lives forever.

I was 11 years old, but I remember that morning with 
startling clarity. I was getting ready for school on a crisp, 
stunningly sunny September day, having just started fifth 
grade in a small town, Nestor Falls, Ontario. As a Millen-
nial, my childhood existed in that sweet spot right before 
smartphones and social media took over. Beyond the 
local newspaper, satellite and cable TV were our family’s 
primary gateways to entertainment and breaking news.

That morning, I was sitting in front of the television 
watching YTV, a Canadian kids’ network, when my car-
toons were abruptly cut off by a breaking news broadcast 
out of New York City. The news anchor announced that 

a plane had struck one of the World Trade Center tow-
ers, and live footage showed heavy smoke billowing into 
the blue sky.

A what hit what?
Confused and mildly annoyed that my morning TV 

show had been interrupted before school, my mood 
shifted the exact moment I heard my mother gasp. Steam 
exhaled from the iron she was using behind me on some 
clothes. Looking up at her face, I saw sheer horror. I 
realized immediately that whatever was happening on 
that screen was deeply, terrifyingly serious. My sister was 
already en route to high school in Fort Frances, so my 
parents and I sat glued to the screen together through 
breakfast, completely frozen until it was time for me to 
head out the door to my elementary school.

We lived atop our family’s source of income: a hotel 
and restaurant in Northwestern Ontario. When it first 
happened, my dad was cooking in the kitchen for our 
guests, mostly American tourists who had traveled north 
to fly-in fish and hunt. Immediately after the news broke, 
calls came through to the few guests who had cell phones. 
Planes were grounded, and the nearby border crossings 
in Fort Frances and Rainy River were temporarily closed. 
It was chaos.

Before I left, my mom asked me to inform the secre-
tary at my small, two-room schoolhouse about what was 
unfolding. When I arrived, I ran inside and blurted out 
to the secretary and my teacher that the World Trade 
Center had been bombed. The secretary gave me the 
exact same puzzled look I had worn just thirty minutes 
earlier, wondering what on earth this 11-year-old was 
talking about.

It wasn’t long, however, before reality set in. Soon 
enough, the old, heavy TV mounted on a rolling metal 
cart, a familiar artifact Gen Z might only recognize from 
memes, was wheeled into our classroom so we could watch 
the news live as history unfolded.

Canadian kids are taught basic geography, so many 
of us knew where New York City was on a map. But as 
young students, processing the sheer scale and horror 
of the event was nearly impossible. Overnight, words like 
terrorist, hijacking, explosion, 9/11, and Ground Zero 
forced their way into our daily vocabulary.

We watched in shock as the events in downtown New 
York City were followed by the attack on the Pentagon in 
Virginia. We would also later learn about Flight 93, where 

heroic passengers and crew fought back against the hijack-
ers, sacrificing their own lives to force the plane down in a 
Pennsylvania field before it could reach its intended target 
in Washington, D.C. In a matter of minutes, a world that 
had felt safe and predictable felt entirely fragile.

For the next decade, the world shifted on its axis. Fear 
became a constant backdrop to global news, and world 
politics became a topic I had to understand far earlier 
than I would have liked. The tragic events of that morning 
launched a new era marked by military interventions 
abroad, most notably the conflict in Afghanistan, as na-
tions grappled with an unprecedented threat to global 
stability and security.

Tragically, the fallout extended far beyond the physical 
destruction of that day. The attacks not only claimed 
thousands of lives on September 11th, but they also altered 
the daily lives of countless people around the globe. In 
the tense atmosphere that followed, widespread fear and 
uncertainty gave rise to heightened social divides and 
mistrust, leaving many communities navigating a much 
more sensitive and difficult public climate. National secur-
ity priorities shifted, borders tightened, and the balance 
between civil liberties and public safety was permanently 
redefined.

Years later, during a trip to New York City with my 
sister, we visited the National September 11 Memorial 
& Museum. Walking through the underground space 
brought a heavy, solemn feeling that is hard to put into 
words. Standing near the twisted steel and quiet exhibits 
brought a visceral sense of grief, but I felt it was necessary 
to witness that history up close. The aftereffects of 9/11 
didn’t end when the dust settled in 2001; they redirected 
global politics, led to prolonged international conflicts, 
claimed thousands of additional lives through fallout 
illnesses, and fundamentally reshaped how an entire 
generation grew up.

September 11th remains a profound milestone in 
modern history, one that anyone old enough to witness 
will never forget. As we mark 25 years, it is critical that we 
continue to honour the lives lost, recognize the sacrifices 
made by first responders and heroes, reflect on the lessons 
of unity and resilience, and remember how that single 
morning changed our world forever.

To my readers: As we look back on twenty-five years, 
where were you, and what were you doing, when you first 
heard the news on September 11th?

On one of the footprints where the towers stood is 
one of the twin reflecting pools surrounded by bronze 
panels bearing the names of those killed on 9/11.
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Briefed from Aug. 5 meeting minutes
Hamiota Municipality Regular Meeting 
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Submitted
By Hamiota Municipality

August 5, 2026, Regular Meeting of Council was 
called to order at 7pm in Council Chambers of Hamiota 
Municipal Office. 

Mayor R. Lints in the Chair; Councillors R. Gray, K. 
Tiller, K. Lawn, E. Brethour, L. Kirk, L. Routledge, and 
Chief Administrative Officer Lorra Eastcott present.

Council adopted the Aug. 5, 2026 agenda; and the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council of July 2, as 
presented and; that minutes for the Special Meetings 
of Council held July 8, and July 30. 

Reception of Delegations/Hearings
Request for Variation- Maitland (7:03)
Land Owner- Drainage Concern (7:05)

Reports of Committees
Mid West Planning District- Councillor Gray

Correspondence
From: R. Arnold, Letter of Concern Re: Six Mile 

Slough, the CAO to provide response
From: T. Recksiedler, Letter of Concern Re: Hami-

ota Municipal Park/Campground; CAO to provide 
response.

Council voted to approve bill/wage/salary payments.
The June Financial Report given.

Zoning Amendment
Be it resolved the Council of Hamiota Municipality 

request the Development Officer forward the zoning 
by-law amendment to Community Planning for review. 
Carried

Stop Work Order
Whereas Mid West Planning has issued a stop work 

order to the owners of 83-3rd Avenue in Hamiota, 
Manitoba due to non compliance with section 2.16(i) 
of By-Law 2019-04;

And where as the property owner plans to take out a 
variation to remediate the contravention;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Stop Work Order 
be lifted effective today August 5, 2026 to allow for 
construction to resume with the following condition: 
that a variation application be applied for and paid in 
full prior to work resuming. Carried

New/Other Business
Street Closure

Hamiota Recreation in conjunction with Hamiota 
Economic Development Corporation are hosting the 
annual street dance on August 14, 2026 along 4th Av-
enue between Maple and Oak Avenue; Be it resolved 
that the Council of Hamiota Municipality agree to close 
4th Street between Maple Avenue and Oak Avenue for a 
street dance from 3pm to 10pm; And that the Council 
declare this a Community Event. Carried

Bandwidth Upgrade
The bandwidth of 2G for the current fibre internet is 

now at 70 per cent utilization and reaching the maximum 
bandwidth could potentially causing slower than normal 
speeds to fibre customers in rural areas; Therefore, be 
it resolved that Hamiota Municipality agree to allow the 
CAO to enter into an agreement to upgrade the current 
plan with Flex Network from 2GB to 3 GB increasing 
the monthly fee from $1,400 to $2,100. Carried

Assiniboine College Memorandum of 
Understanding

Hamiota Economic Development Corporation is 
currently working with Assiniboine College to provide 
educational opportunities within the Municipality 
of Hamiota; And a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) has been proposed to outline the terms of the 
affiliation between the two parties and guides the general 
conditions by which they will collaborate; Therefore be it 
resolved that Hamiota Municipal Council agree to allow 

the CAO to enter into the MOU as presented. Carried
Subdivision No. 4331-26-8834 (Councillor Gray de-

clared interest and exited the meeting)
A subdivision application has been received to sever 

18.62 acres from an existing 154.95 acres of cultivated 
land located on NW 31-13-23 W; Therefore, be it resolved 
that Council of Hamiota Municipality approve subdiv-
ision application #4331-26-8834 for the NW 31-12-23 W 
in Hamiota Municipality with the following conditions:

1) That a conditional use order be obtained for the 
non-farm dwelling on a proposed lot 1 with the “AG” 
Agricultural General Zone as necessary to ensure com-
pliance with the Zoning By-Law;

2)  That a variance order be obtained for proposed lot 
1, increasing the site area from the required maximum 
of 10 acres to 18.62 acres within the “AG” Agricultural 
General Zone as necessary to ensure compliance with 
the Zoning By-Law. Carried

Councillor Gray returned to the regular meeting.
Notice of Motion

Councillor Lawn left the meeting
In Camera

Therefore, be it resolved the Council of Hamiota 
Municipality agree to go in camera at 9:17 PM to discuss 
personnel matters.

Out of Camera
Be it resolved the Council of Hamiota Municipality 

agree to go out of camera at 9:56 PM and resume regular 
order of business.

Notice of Motion
Resolve to remove Marla Edmundson as signing au-

thority for Hamiota Municipality effective immediately 
and; Be it further resolved that all access to financial in-
formation be terminated effective immediately. Carried

Adjournment
Adjourned at 10pm to meet again Sept. 2, at 7pm.
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Manitoba Community Newspaper 
Association Province Wide Classifieds 

NOTICES
Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein 
are the sole responsibility 
of the persons or entities 
that post the advertise-
ment, and the Manitoba 
Community Newspapers 
Association and member-
ship do not make any war-
ranty as to the accuracy, 
completeness, truthfulness 
or reliability of such ad-
vertisements. For greater 
information on advertising 
conditions, please consult 
the Association’s Blanket 
Advert is ing Condit ions 
on our website at www.
mcna.com.

URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a news-
worthy item to announce? 
An exciting change in oper-
ations? Though we cannot 
guarantee publ icat ion, 
MCNA will get the informa-

tion into the right hands for 
ONLY $35.00 + GST/HST. 
Call MCNA (204) 947-1691 
for more information. See 
www.mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” tab 
for more details. 

PROMOTE YOUR MANI-
TOBA MADE PRODUCTS 
OR SERVICES! Weekly 
newspapers in Manitoba 
are a great place to ad-
vertise your local or Can-
adian based items and 
services.  Need CLASS 
1 Drivers? Advertise now 
to get your message out! 
BOOST YOUR REACH. 
Let us help you book 
your blanket classified 
Ads across Manitoba, 
and be seen! Your ad 
will be seen in the MCNA 
Member Newspapers, in 
over 368,000+ homes in 
Manitoba. Please Call 
THIS NEWSPAPER NOW 

to book, or call MCNA at 
(204) 947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. Take 
advantage of our great 
pricing! MCNA - Manitoba 
Community Newspapers 
Association. www.mcna.
com

BUSINESS FOR SALE
DUCK MOUNTAIN OUT-
FITTING BUSINESS FOR 
SALE - Allocation of 18 
Deer, Non-Resident, Non-
Canadian tags. Area 18, 
18A, 18B, 18C. Tags may 
be split. 1-204-638-1936.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Private mortgage lender. 
All real estate types con-
sidered. No credit checks 
done. Deal direct with 
lender and get quick ap-
proval. (403) 543-0927 
www.firstandsecondmort-
gages.ca 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
on the following days:

September 16th, 17th, 18th, 21st and 22nd, 2026
between the hours of

8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at the following location:

The R.M. of Oakview municipal office at 10 Cochrane Street in Oak River, MB

September 17th, 18th, 21st and 22nd, 2026
between the hours of

8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at the following location:

The R.M. of Oakview satellite office at 435-3rd Avenue in Rapid City, MB

Nominations for the following will be received:

Reeve 
Two (2) Councillors at large for Ward 1 
Two (2) Councillors at large for Ward 2 
Two (2) Councillors at large for Ward 3 

Three (3) Committee members for the Local Urban District of Oak River
Three (3) Committee members for the Local Urban District of Rapid City

The nomination deadline is Tuesday, September 22, 2026 at 4:30 p.m.. 
Nominations cannot be accepted after this day. 

All nominations shall be made in writing and shall be signed by at least twenty-five 
voters, or NOT less than 1% of the voters (whichever is the lesser) of the authority or 
ward (as the case may be), but in all cases by at least two voters.  Each nomination 
shall also be accompanied by the candidate’s declaration of qualification. 

Nominations may be filed in person at the above location, on the date and hours 
specified, by an agent, or by email. To obtain a nomination paper, and / or candidate’s 
declaration of qualification, contact the SEO at the telephone number listed below.

Nomination papers not accompanied by the required documents and not 
properly filed shall be rejected.

Dated at Oak River, MB this 26th day of August 2026.

Mark Humphries         Bonnie-Lee Wright  Donna Anderson
Senior Election Official         Assistant SEO  Assistant SEO
Phone: 204-566-2146         Phone: 204-826-2515 Phone: 204-566-2146
cao@rmofoakview.ca          adminrc@rmofoakview.ca  financemgr@rmofoakview.ca 

IN LOVING MEMORY         
WAYNE HENRY TOEWS

   AUGUST 16, 1956 – AUGUST 30, 2026

Wayne Henry Toews, 70, of Rivers, Manitoba, 
passed away on August 30, 2026.

Wayne was born on August 16, 1956, to Harry 
and Elsie Toews in Dryden, Ontario. He grew up 
in the Vermilion Bay sharing many fond memories 
with his siblings and cousins. He enjoyed working 
various jobs in the forestry and farming as a young 
man. Additionally, he dedicated his life to ministry, 
serving as a missionary in India and Nepal, and as 

a pastor in Vermilion Bay, Ontario. In his retirement, 
he continued to preach and minister throughout the 

community of Rivers and the surrounding area. Wayne 
was a devoted follower of Jesus and reflected His love to 

everyone he met.
In 1983, Wayne married Shelagh after meeting on the mission field in 

India. Together, they shared 43 years of marriage and raised three children: 
Lianne, Ryan, and Greg.

Wayne was known for his unconditional kindness and generosity with 
his time and care for others. He was happiest when surrounded by family, 
playing with his grandchildren, or sharing a cup of coffee and a conversation 
with anyone he crossed paths with.

Wayne was preceded in death by his parents, Harry and Elsie Toews; 
his brother, Alvin Toews; and his infant son, Dale Toews. He is survived by 
his wife, Shelagh; his children, Lianne, Ryan (Kathy-Jo), and Greg (Danica); 
his grandchildren, Maddie, Kayden, and Olivia; and many siblings and 
extended family members.

A Funeral Service will be held at 2:00 p.m. on September 6th, 2026 at the 
Riverdale Community Centre, located at 101 Main Street, Rivers, Manitoba.

Expressions of sympathy may be made at www.memorieschapel.com. 
Arrangements with Memories Chapel, Brandon, 1-204-727-0330

Located in Rapid City Manitoba, Just 
Bees (2008) Inc. has job openings 

for Apiary Technician/worker. These 
positions are available for fulltime 

(30+hrs/week) from March-November for 
the 2027 season. Also available is Honey 

Harvest laborer/ General farm worker, 
position which is 3-4 months starting 

July-October for 2027.
  2 Apiary Technician (6–9-month 

position) 1-2 yrs. experience necessary 
to apply. Jobs include: Help with 

spring check, do hive assessment and 
manipulation. Help with pest and disease 
control, help with grafting, building, and 

looking after nucs, help with harvest, 
help to apply medication and treatments 
*Lifting is required. Wages- $16.40-$20/

hr depending on experience.
  2 Apiary Technician (6–9-month 

position) 1-2 yrs. experience necessary 
to apply. Jobs include: Help with 

spring check, do hive assessment and 
manipulation. Help with pest and disease 
control, help with grafting, building, and 

looking after nucs, help with harvest, 
help to apply medication and treatments 
*Lifting is required. Wages- $16.40-$20/

hr depending on experience.
 Applicants must be physically and 

mentally fit to work outdoors and with bees. 
To apply please email resume and 
references to: 
dyakivnazar@gmail.com, 
Mail to: Box 13, Rapid City MB. R0K W0
By phone 1(204)720 3604
Or in Person at: SW29 12 19W

Just Bees 
(2008) Inc.

Presents
Brandon’s Largest Indoor 
Garage Sale Fall Edition

Saturday, 
September 19, 2026

MB Room, Keystone Centre
Admission $3.00, children 

under 12 Free
9:00am – 3:00pm

50/50 Draw

MUNICIPALITY OF 
ALONSA

Career Opportunity: 
Chief Administrative 

Officer
The Rural Municipality of Alonsa is seeking a strategic, 
community-minded Chief Administrative Officer to lead 
municipal administration, support Council, guide service 
delivery, and help shape the future of a vibrant rural 
community along the shores of Lake Manitoba.

This senior leadership role offers the opportunity to 
make a meaningful impact while working with Council, 
staff, residents, and regional partners on priorities 
such as municipal operations, financial stewardship, 
infrastructure, planning, economic development, and 
community resilience. Full details of the job posting are 
available on our website at rmofalonsa.com.

How to apply: Please submit a resume and cover letter 
to apply@customizedrecruitment.ca. Applications will 
be accepted until the position is filled.
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Does Facebook support local? 

Has your organization ever called 
up Facebook and asked them for a 

donation to your cause? Local business 
rely on local support to exist. 

Shop local today.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ONLY $30.00
+ GST PER WEEK

when booked for 52 
weeks

Rivers
Banner

CONTACT US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR SPACE!
riversbanner@outlook.com ~ 431-351-1628

• Development Services

• Pond & Dugouts

• Drive/Lane Construction

• Basements

• Excavation

• Laser Ditching & Drainage

• Septic Systems

• Gravel & Trucking

• Demolition

• Snow Removal

Rivers, MB R0K 1X0
204-761-8765

kroegerbackhoe@gmail.com

Box 430, 556-2nd Avenue
Rivers MB, R0K1X0

www.homehardware.ca
204-328-7570

Wishing This Year’s Graduates

  Great Happiness
    & Success

  










Killarney          
Hamiota          Brandon          Birtle

Pilot Mound Deloraine
Serving Rivers and area

since 1915.

Phone 204-727-0694
www.brockiedonovan.com

1-855-727-0330 | 204-727-0330
www.memorieschapel.com

locally owned and operated
1-855-727-0330 | 204-727-0330
www.memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

Hunt, Miller 
& Co. LLP

Robert D. Harrison, Lawyer

Phone 204-727-8491 or 

204-328-7540 
(Thursdays, 2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

Thanks for your 
support this past year. 

Bright wishes 
to you now and 

in the year ahead.

204-764-2744
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

Hamiota’s

204-764-2744
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

Hamiota’s

Dwayne Campbell 
Brittany MacLellan 

Stewart Endeavors 
Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/Belly 

Dump Services - Excavating 

stewartend2015@gmail.com 
204-365-0086
Alex Stewart 
Box 916, 
Rivers MB, R0K1X0 

Be On 
Time!

Advertising 
deadline:

12 noon 
Monday
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Last weekend my wife 
and I, along with our 
friends from Beulah, jour-
neyed to Winnipeg to see 
Terry Fator, a ventriloquist 
and singer along with his 
puppets. He entertained 
us for about an hour and 
a half which was excellent. 
Fator began his career at 
age ten and performed at 
birthday parties, wedding 
anniversaries, really just 
anywhere he could get a 
chance to improve his craft.

In 2007 he won Amer-
ica’s Got Talent and won a 
million dollars! He told us a 
little bit of the way you have 
to get to perform and to be 
ready on a moment’s notice.

Terry is a terrific singer 
and to do this without mov-
ing your lips is near impos-
sible. The only thing we 
could notice was when he 
took a big breath in was how 
his body would move. He 
sang all kinds of songs and 

sounded like many of those 
who had made the song a 
hit. The songs ranged from 
Rock and Roll to Opera. He 
must have spent hours prac-
tising these songs. Some of 
the ones I noticed especially 
were Roy Orbison, Elvis 
Presley and many more.

Terry performed a song 
called “Horse in Heaven” 
that he had written. It was 
a true-life story that hap-
pened a few years ago. His 
brother accompanied him 
on the guitar. It was a song 
which took a few years for 
him to write as he had 
tried to write the words but 
somehow just did not seem 
correct.

The song tells of a real-
life story of 2 young boys 
who were best friends, both 
under the age of 6 and they 
had wondered if there were 
horses in heaven? Sadly, one 
of the boys was diagnosed 
with cancer and passed 
away. 

One night about 2 A.M. 
Terry, who said he had 

been tossing and turning 
all night and had trouble 
sleeping, woke up and the 
words of the song just came 
to him. After years of trying 
to write the song, it was put 
down on paper and thus 
was written. You can find 
it on You Tube.

The evening was very 
enjoyable, funny with no 
foul language. It would 
be a perfect place to take 
your children. The humour 
from the puppets was great! 

Terry, as I said, has a var-
iety of songs that included 
Blues, Rock and Roll and 
as I said Opera He has per-
formed in Las Vegas but the 
one place he really wants 
to get to is New York City 
and sing Opera. I believe 
the man will succeed as he 
is such a great performer 
and by the way he handles 
himself on stage. 

There were some other 
people from Virden at the 
performance, and I believe 
we could all agree it was a 
wonderful evening!

The crickets are back and that 
is a sure sign of fall. Harvest has 
begun; may it be ever so slowly 
because it just can’t seem to quit 
raining. The morning dew is 
heavy; it is like having a shower 
of rain and by 8 o’clock the grass 
is already wet.

The gardeners are pushing 
toward the end of their produc-
tion and of course by 9 o’clock it 
is getting dark out.

On June 6 our town of Kenton 
was hit by a vicious storm. Many 
homes were damaged and are still 
waiting to hear from their insur-
ance company. Funny how slow 
the insurance companies are but 
do not miss a beat when it comes 
to them taking the money out of 
your bank account.

I had to replant most of my 
garden, which I did on June 12. 
The garden overall has been great, 
but some noticeable changes from 
other seasons. I had 7 corn plants 
that were left from the storm, so I 
decided to leave them be and plant 
new seed which I had purchased in 
British Columbia. The seed from 
British Columbia has turned out 
great. The cobs from the plants 
left from the storm really do not 
have much taste.

The Peas just would not fill 
and were dying off. Lack of warm 
weather, too much rain, who 
knows? The tomatoes after 2 hair 
cuts do not seem to want to ripen 
and the cucumbers have not been 

as plentiful as other years. The 
potatoes are hit and miss. Only 
the Purple skinned spuds with 
white on the inside have done 
really well. The red potatoes are 
a disaster, maybe 2 or 3 potatoes 
per hole and the Yukon potatoes 
are not too bad.

The squash and the pumpkins 
are growing out of control, hair-
cuts to them. The onions which 
are good got picked as the ground 
is so wet, I feared they may rot.  
My friend has his onions which 
are Spanish. They are soft and 
mushy. I encountered the same 
thing last year.

The Potato bugs were terrible 
this year. I tried all kinds of treat-
ments and finally gave up. I have 
never encountered so many bugs. 
I wonder if they just blew in with 
the storm back in June! I wonder 
if all the storms which include 
wind and almost 18 inches of rain 
in Kenton this year are having an 
effect on the plants.

I am sure the farmers are getting 
anxious with all this weather, as it 
will not quit raining and the fields 
are waterlogged. Hopefully it dries 
up soon so the farmers can get 
their crop into the bin. Remember 
when meeting farm machinery on 
the roads to slow down, get over to 
the side of the road and give them 
space. They will appreciate it and 
remember to thank these men and 
women who feed the world. With 
input prices so high I am sure they 
are more than a little concerned 
about getting the crop off. Keep 
safe everyone!

26092GM1

Terry Fator performs

Crickets are singing

On Saturday, Sept. 4, the 
Kenton Book Club Girls trav-
elled to Clear Lake for their 
September book club outing. 
The day was sunny and warm, 
perfect weather for strolling 
around, enjoying the sites and 
sounds and, of course, a bit of 
shopping.

They gathered at the 
DragonFly Delights for “High 
Tea”. There they were served 
petit sandwiches, scones with 
sour cream and jam along with 
dainties for dessert. They also 
had a pot of tea to pair with 
their lunch.

B e f o r e 
leaving Clear 
Lake, they 
cont inued 
their stroll 
around this 

beautiful scenic tourist spot 
then headed back to Onanole 
where they visited Poor Mi-
chaels Book Store. What an 
interesting shop to browse 
through!

All the ladies had such a fun 
day, and it occurred to them 
how fortunate they were to 
have this beautiful National 
Park with this gem of an at-
traction almost right on their 
front door. The town’s name 
is Wasagaming which means 
“clear water” in Anishinaabe.

In 1930 the area officially 
obtained National status 
transitioning from a dominion 
forest reserve.

In 1931 the South entrance 
to the park was built and Con-
servationist Grey Owl arrived 
at the park. In 1933 the park 
was officially opened to the 
public alongside the comple-
tion of the East entrance and 
other rustic infrastructure 
projects and named Clear 
Lake.

Following the life story of 
Grey Owl, my wife Celia’s 
mother told her that as a young 
girl in England her school class 
had gone to see Grey Owl give 
his lecture on Canada and his 
home in the park. Celia is sure 
that is why her family ended 
up moving to Canada!

Kenton Book Club Girls

From left to right: Mary Ann Stevenson, Leith Corney, Celia Nolan, Devon Caldwell, Leah Obach, 
and Debbie Routledge. Missing from photo: Rilla Hunter.

PHOTO BY LEAH OBACH
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423 Mountain Ave. Box 699,  
Neepawa, MB. R0J 1H0

204-476-3401
Advertising: ads@neepawabanner.com

News Articles: news@neepawabanner.com
www.neepawabanner.com
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Box 70, 
Rivers, MB. R0K 1X0

204-328-7494
Ads & News articles: 

 info@riversbanner.com
www.riversbanner.com

305 Nelson Street West. Box 250,
 Virden, MB R0M 2C0

204-748-3931
Ads & News articles: 

virdenempireadvance@outlook.com
www.empireadvance.ca

Empire-
Advance

Neepawa

McCreary

Glenella

Arden

Riding Mountain

Kelwood

Forrest Station

Birnie

Brookdale

Franklin

Mountain Road

Waldersee

Laurier

Ste. Rose

Silver Ridge

Carberry

Gladstone

Plumas

Alonsa

Minnedosa

Erickson
Onanole

Wasagaming

Westbourne

Brandon

Rivers

Rapid City

Sioux Valley

Alexander

Kenton

Oak Lake

Hamiota

Lenore
Virden

Elkhorn

Reston

Miniota

Kola

Cromer

Pipestone

Oak River

Sinclair

The three family owned community newspapers 
shown above cover a lot of territory. All three are 
free papers that are distributed at 369  locations 
across the area shown on the above map.

You can also see our papers on the websites 
shown above.

You may ask, “why are local community 
newspapers gaining in popularity?” One reason 
is that community newspapers are very reliable 

because they are “in print”! 
Remember the old saying, “Get it in writing.” 

That holds true today, even more than in ages past. 
Once a story, or an ad or column is printed, it better 
be reliable because you can’t take it back. Unlike 
social media, audio and video presentations that 
can be changed by the click of a mouse or press 
of a key, print is permanent and reliable. We need 
reliability  today more than ever before.

If you do business, or want to do business in the 
area shown above, we want to be your go-to place 
for advertising. We distribute over 11,500 papers 
weekly, over 165 editions and special sections 
annually and provide a full service commercial 
printing operation.

Thank you for your business,

- Ken Waddell

We’ve got you covered!

LocaL advertising
that works as hard  as youas you do do

Neepawa

Rivers

Virden

Rivers & Virden

All three papers

TOTAL DISTRIBUTION


	rbm_20260911_A12_01
	rbm_20260911_A12_02
	rbm_20260911_A12_03
	rbm_20260911_A12_04
	rbm_20260911_A12_05
	rbm_20260911_A12_06
	rbm_20260911_A12_07
	rbm_20260911_A12_08
	rbm_20260911_A12_09
	rbm_20260911_A12_10
	rbm_20260911_A12_11
	rbm_20260911_A12_12

