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Coming Soon! The Rivers Banner Coming Soon! The Rivers Banner 
and Heritage Co-op will be and Heritage Co-op will be 

hosting a colouring contest for hosting a colouring contest for 
all those who submit a coloured all those who submit a coloured 
picture in the April 2nd paper. picture in the April 2nd paper. 

Be sure to get a copy of the Be sure to get a copy of the 
paper and colour!! paper and colour!! 

A day of luck and laughter at Rivers 
Legion Clubroom

The Rivers Legion Clubroom buzzed with excite-
ment and camaraderie this past Saturday afternoon 
as community members gathered for the much-

anticipated St. Patrick’s Bingo fundraiser. This lively event 
proved to be a delightful way for all ages, from babies to 
grandparents, to come together and enjoy an afternoon 
filled with fun, prizes, and a sprinkle of Irish luck.

Participants dressed in their best green attire, adorned 
with shamrocks and festive accessories, epitomizing the 
spirit of St. Patrick’s Day. The atmosphere was electric, 
with laughter and cheers ringing through the room as 
players eagerly marked their cards. The games offered a 
variety of exciting prizes fostering a sense of community 
support and engagement.

However, as with any lively event, there were unfore-
seen hurdles. The bingo machine, a crucial element of 

the game, decided to take an unexpected break during 
the second half, momentarily throwing a wrench into 
the proceedings. But the resilience of the event’s spirit 
shone through as the caller, undeterred by the malfunc-
tion, continued to engage with the participants, keeping 
the laughter f lowing and the anticipation alive. Without 
skipping a beat, they resorted to traditional methods, 
calling out numbers by hand, which only added to the 
charm of the occasion. It was a testament to the com-
munity’s spirit – the show must go on!

Families and friends took the opportunity to bond 
over the games, sharing stories and laughter as they 
waited for their numbers to be called. The event not 
only provided a chance to win prizes but also fostered 
connections within the community. Attendees enjoyed 
the camaraderie, food, and drinks as everyone played. 

read more about the St. Patrick’s Day fundraiser on 
page 2...

A St. Patrick’s Day Bingo fundraiser was held at the Rivers Legion on Saturday, March 14. 

WIN THIS BASKETWIN THIS BASKET
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Amazingly Easy Irish Amazingly Easy Irish 
Soda BreadSoda Bread

Irish soda bread is actually easy to make with flour, baking soda, and 
buttermilk. This is the best Irish soda bread around — the buttermilk 
gives this crusty loaf a delicious flavor!

Ingredients
•	 4 cups all-purpose flour
•	 1/2 cup butter, softened
•	 4 tablespoons white sugar
•	 1 teaspoon baking soda
•	 1 tablespoon baking powder
•	 1/2 teaspoon salt
•	 1 cup buttermilk
•	 1 large egg
•	 1/4 cup butter, melted
•	 1/4 cup buttermilk

Directions
1.	 Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C). Lightly grease a 

large baking sheet.
2.	 Mix flour, softened butter, sugar, baking soda, baking powder, and 

salt together in a large bowl. Stir in 1 cup of buttermilk and egg.
3.	 Turn dough out onto a lightly floured surface and knead slightly. 

Form dough into a round loaf and place on the prepared baking 
sheet. Note that the dough will be a little sticky.

4.	 Combine melted butter with 1/4 cup buttermilk in a small bowl; 
brush loaf with this mixture. Use a sharp knife to cut an ‘X’ into 
the top of the loaf.

5.	 Bake in preheated oven until a toothpick inserted into the center 
of the loaf comes out clean, 45 to 50 minutes. Check for doneness 
after 30 minutes. You may continue to brush the loaf with the butter 
mixture while it bakes.

6.	 Slice and enjoy!

supportcpmbwestman.ca
Accept your MISSION. DONATE today.

 

CPMB does not use phone solicitation for donations.

 * * * Rivers * * *   
MISSION: Possible  

Starts with You 

DONATE

Saturday APRIL 18, 2026
UCT Pavilion, Keystone Centre, Brandon

The Stationary Bike Race is CPMB Westman’s 
only major fundraiser of the year. We receive 
no government funding—only YOUR 
DONATION can help brighten the lives  
of Members across Westman. 
Thank you Rivers! #CPProud

2026
MISSION:

POSSIBLE

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Nesbitt secures PC nomination for 
Riding Mountain ahead of next election

Shoal Lake, Man. — Greg Nesbitt has been confirmed 
as the Progressive Conservative party’s candidate for the 
Riding Mountain constituency in the next Manitoba 
provincial election.

Nesbitt, who has represented the Riding Mountain 
constituency as the MLA since 2016, said he is honoured 
to once again carry the Progressive Conservative banner 
and continue advocating for rural communities across 
western Manitoba.

“It’s a privilege to speak for the people of Riding 
Mountain,” Nesbitt said. “Our communities are built on 
strong families, farms, and small businesses, and I want 
to keep working to ensure their voices are heard in the 
Legislature.”

Before entering politics, Nesbitt spent more than four 
decades as a newspaper publisher and business owner in 
the Shoal Lake and Russell area. He has also been active 
in community organizations, including the Manitoba and 
Canadian Community Newspapers Association and the 
Shoal Lake Regional Airport Authority.

During his time in government, Nesbitt served as the 
Minister of Natural Resources and Northern Develop-
ment from 2022 to 2023 and as the Chair of the PC 
Caucus under three Premiers. He currently serves as 
the Progressive Conservative critic for Environment and 
Climate Change.

Party members recognized Nesbitt’s experience and 
strong connection to rural Manitoba, noting his involve-
ment in community initiatives, volunteer firefighting, and 
minor hockey coaching and refereeing. 

“Congratula-
tions to Greg 
Nesbitt on his 
acclamation,” 
said Official Op-
position Leader 
Obby K han. 
“His dedication, 
steady presence, 
and genuine 
care for the 
people of Riding 
Mountain shine 
through every-
thing he does. 
It’s wonderful to 
see his hard work 
recognized, and 
I’m excited for 
all he’ll continue 
to bring to his 
community.”

With the nom-
ination secured, 
Nesbitt will now prepare for the upcoming provincial 
election, where he will seek another mandate from voters 
in the Riding Mountain constituency.

“I’m proud of the work we’ve done, but there’s more to 
accomplish,” he said. “I’m ready to keep standing up for 
the people of Riding Mountain.”

Manitoba’s next provincial election must be called on 
or before October 5, 2027, but political parties across the 
province are already beginning to nominate candidates.

Greg Nesbitt, MLA for Riding 
Mountain.

Submitted
PC News 

Continued from page 1

As the event wound down, many expressed their 
anticipation for next year’s St. Patrick’s Bingo, 
ref lecting on the joys of the day and the sense of 
community it nurtured. Organizers have already 
begun planning for an even bigger and better 
event next year, with hopes of incorporating more 
games, prizes, and perhaps a few surprises that will 
further enhance the experience.

The St. Patrick’s Bingo fundraiser was not just 
an event; it was a celebration of community spirit, 
resilience, and fun. It reminded all who attended 
that, despite challenges, coming together for a 
good cause could lead to unforgettable memories 
and a deeper sense of belonging. 

As we look forward to next year, one thing is 
certain: the tradition of St. Patrick’s Bingo will 
continue to bring smiles, laughter, and a healthy 
dose of luck to the Rivers Legion Clubroom. So, 
wear those shamrocks with pride, and prepare for 
another round of fun and friendship as we celebrate 
the heart of our community in true festive style!

St. Patrick’s 
Bingo fundraiser
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Across 
1. Before Now 
6. Remove rough sharp edges 
11. Make  
12. Hockey venues  
14. Bring in for questioning 
again 
16. Hold title to 
17. Roasting sites  
18. U.S.A.’s spy agency  
19. Ocean motion 
21. First woman  
22. Person from Edinburgh 
23. Night-time thought  
25. Evil entities  
27. Catholic heroine abbr.  
28. Ed Asner’s role ___ Grant  
29. Be present at 
32. Put name on bottom line 
35. Cut of meat from the hind 
quarter 
36. Deep tire groove 
38. Suffix of mob or gang 
meaning doer 
39. Pull on  
40. Tendon or Ligament 
42. Plural of is 
43. Fear of spiders  
46. Captured area again 
47. Seller of goods (alternate 
spelling) 
48. Inward depressions 
caused by blows 
49. Finishing move 
Down  
1. Time to arm for battle  
2. Open a cold case 
3. John in Gaelic 
4. “Airplane” auto pilot 

5. Township elected officials  
6. Repaired wool socks 
7. Greek god of love  
8. Plead for  
9. Not responsible for  
10. Wartime share 
11. Mob of people  
13. Chairs 
15. Gun the engine  
20. Consumed  
22. Big city air problems 
24. Adult males 

26. Inventor Whitney 
29. Church’s raised tables 
30. Went sightseeing 
31. Sips water 
32. Grassland of Eurasia  
33. More spooky  
34. Bleak, Gloomy  
37. Prefix meaning one  
40. Fired a gun  
41. Time of an event  
44. Scam, take in 
45. Uneven number  

Answers on page 
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Locally created crossword

9

26033CC0

26033CC1

26033GM0

Sundays 10 a.m.
Children’s Church during the message

Bible  Study – Thursdays 7:30 p.m.

Rapid City Community ChuRCh

JESUS IS LORD

to the elevator. Milk cows, beef cattle, pork, poultry and 
horses were found on our farm. We rarely went to town 
to purchase food as it was all at home. Mom of course 
would buy flour, sugar, salt and all the other ingredients 
for baking, canning and preserving fruit and vegetables.

With three boys that could eat like crazy, she had to fill 
them up somehow. So the garden was of huge importance. 
We also had trees in the ravine that produced Saskatoons 
and Pin Cherries for jam. Rhubarb was grown in the gar-
den as well as pumpkins. Yum, pumpkin pies, my brother 
Garth had a weakness for mother’s homemade pumpkin 
pie. Sometimes the rest of us did not get so much, if he 
was first to the kitchen.

All summer long, starting in the summer, was baking, 
preserving and canning, which was stored in the basement 
or the old ice well. Our beef and pork was butchered and 
stored in Kenton at the Locker plant which was owned 
and operated by Doug Parker. It was put into the freezer 
plant with assigned containers with locks on them. Doug 
had all sorts of knives and saws at his disposal. Butchers’ 
tools have not changed that much really! Dad and Mom 
butchered their own poultry, and we were expected to 
pluck and gut and also help out singeing the chickens 

Over the next few weeks, 
I will be sharing life stories 
from my childhood and 

youth. Raised on a farm 3 miles south of Harding on a 
half section of land, I will give you a glimpse of how things 
were on a farm way back some seventy years and compare it 
to today’s farm. As I learned in Scotland this past summer 
about the way of life back hundreds of years ago and how 
it has changed since then, I will attempt to bring back to 
life the way it was years ago in Canada.

So here we go. I may do some jumping around at times, 
but bear with me as I try to get it together.

Melville and Edna Nolan raised three sons on that 
farm. My brothers Lynn and Garth were 10 and 7 years 
older than me. All of us were born in December. I guess 
winter was long and Dad got an early start seeding in 
April! Do the math.

We were raised on a mixed farm of grain, cattle, pork 
and poultry. Our farm site was on a bit of a hill and the 
house still stands there today. It has changed a lot over 
the years but is still a reminder of what I learned from 
those early days.

Raised up the hill from old 21 highway, we had a huge 
ravine that ran through our farm. It flooded pretty much 
every spring when the snow melted so it was quite the site 
to behold. From our view from the hill, we could easily see 
the farms of Wally and Dora Gray and Austin and Elma 
Gray, our neighbours. At that time there was a farm about 
every half mile or so. On the road from Harding to Sioux 
Valley, which is about an 8-mile run, there were 20 plus 
farms on that stretch including a mile or so to the left or 
right, which includes the Bond, Graham, McLaughlin and 
Stevenson farms. As of today, I believe there are about 10 
farms left that have homes on the site.

Farmers grew and produced whatever they could to live. 
Crops to feed the animals and grain to be sold and taken 

and turkeys. I did not like doing that, but if you want to 
eat you have to help out, so I learned to do it!

Carrots were stored in old milk cans and potatoes in 
the coolest part of the basement. Sometime in March we 
had to snag the potatoes, take the stems off as they would 
grow again soon enough. Onions were hung in the base-
ment from the beams. Mom would buy a case of apples 
which was stored in the basement. A slice of apple pie and 
a slice of cheese, darn that was good. Pears, apricots and 
peaches were purchased in the fall to make preserves. 
There was a lot of work put in to feed the family, but I 
never ever heard mom complain, she loved to do it. Oh, 
the homemade bread and buns, biscuits, cinnamon buns, 
cakes, pies, pudding and cookies. All home made! I’m 
out of here, I got to go and make something homemade 
to eat. All this talking about food is making me hungry. 
See you next week!

Life in the slow lane
By Gerry Nolan
Rivers Banner

Melville and Edna Nolan farm south of Harding, MB.
SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Members 
of:

There is one more thing we 
can do and that is pray.

We need to be mindful of 
world events, but there 
are several comparisons 

that can be made between events 
such as the war in Iran and events 
of a generation or two ago.

The Iran war, and its associated 
battles in the Middle East, have been 
going on for thousands of years. To 
our way of thinking, the middle 
eastern countries are very tribal 
and there are many tribes even 
within one country. The middle 
east wars seem to be about the usual 
issues of land and resources but, in 
contrast to many other wars, they 
have a strong cultural and, dare I 
say, religious bent to them as well. 

Western wars seem to be more 
about resources compared to the 
middle east where the religious 
inf luences appear to be  prominent. 

There is also the factor of instant 
news coverage. In the wars of the 
20th century, news from the battle 
front was days old before the people 
“back home” knew what was going 
on. Now, the cell phone and the in-
ternet shows the horror, destruction 
and death almost istantaneously. It’s 
mesmerizing.

As has always been, war is very 
hard on families of the victims, the 
wounded and the displaced. How-
ever, with today’s instant viewing 
technology, the trauma, the anx-
iety and the fear that’s generated 
brings war right into our homes 
and workplaces.

One of my co-workers says that 
the worst thing that has happened to 
the news world is the 24 hour news 
channels. War events and destruc-
tion are played and replayed for days 
so the not only is there the original 
shock, the trauma is reinforced for 
days. The 24 hours news channels’ 
have to f ill the air time, and so rep-

Perspectives

Rita FriesenRita Friesen

HomebodiesHomebodies

etition seems to be the way to f ill the 
channel’s programs. Personally, I 
can’t watch more than a few minutes 
of that kind of news at a time. The 
news announcers and commentators 
are just too annoying.

It may seem crass, but there is 
little we can do about wars in other 
lands. We are traumatized yes, and 
gas prices are very high. Food prices 
are being affected even more than 
what has become normal. I was 
reminded, while watching snippets 
of the Oscars Sunday night, we can 
do one thing. One Oscar winner 
opened his thank-you speech by 
saying “God is good”. That’s true 
and there is one more thing we can 
do and that is pray. It may well be 
the best thing we can do.

And while the war in Iran has 
been centuries in the making and 
now weeks in the bombing and kill-
ing, we need to look closer to home. 
We can be kind to ourselves, our 
families, our neighbours and fellow 
Canadians. 

We should also remember that we 
need to be aware of local, provincial 
and national situations. We have 

elections coming at all levels. We 
will have local elections scheduled 
to happen this fall with others to 
follow.

We need to stay informed about 
what we as local residents, Mani-
tobans and Canadians can and 
should do. Yes, we can care and 
we can pray. But we also need to 
be involved. Not many of us are 
prepared to run for off ice, but we 
have an obligation to get involved, 
encourage others and work for the 
electing of off icials at all levels. 
And yes, don’t forget school board 
elections as well.

If we spent (or perhaps I should 
just say, if I spent) as much time 
preparing for our future as we (or I) 
do watching TV and the internet, 
we might all be better off. 

If anybody says, there’s nothing 
we can do, they are wrong. We can 
pray, get involved and take action.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this 
column are the writer’s personal views and 
are not to be taken as being the view of 
the Banner & Press staff.

Ken WaddellKen Waddell

Right in the Right in the 
CentreCentre

By Chad Carpenter
TundraTundra

”“

Way back in the 50s and the 60s, the Chordettes, 
Connie Francis and Bing Crosby all sang ‘Never 
on a Sunday’. It was about being kissed, any 

day but Sunday, for that was the day of rest.
That never on a Sunday meant something very differ-

ent in my early years — no work on a Sunday, never on 
a Sunday! That didn’t apply to doing the farm chores or 
meal making. It certainly applied to abstaining from extra 
work — no gardening, laundry or unnecessary fencing. 
It also applied to sports; no sports of any sort, not team 
sports, not solo sports — no sports. Sunday afternoon, 
following church attendance in the morning, was given 
over to family time, aunts and uncles stopping by for a 
visit and ‘faspa’. After the mandatory afternoon nap! 
Faspa was a Sunday late lunch; cold meat, buns, cheese, 
pickles and dessert. Not a lunch and not a supper, more 
a tide me over till tomorrow repast. Our classmates were 
pretty evenly divided in these customs. Those not of the 
Mennonite faith could play, dance and sing any day, 
including Sunday.

In my teens this custom gave way to practicality. There 
was Sunday morning worship service, but after my father 
returned to university and began teaching, he needed 
Sunday to get farm work done. For several years he at-
tended summer school, so hay making and bale hauling 
often fell on a Sunday, as did sheep shearing. If you want 
to farm, there are obligations. Even then, the arrival of 
a family member brought everything to a halt — people 
were/are important.

When I married Ed, he held Sunday as a day of no 
work. There was acceptance of sports, organised and 
independent. So many Sunday afternoons we filled the 
family vehicle — a 13 passenger van, with the children 
and their friends and headed off to the city to the Pan 
Am Pool, or out to the Pembina Hills for tobogganing. A 
good baseball game or a snowmobile derby were certainly 
acceptable activities.

I was privileged to be a stay at home wife and mother 
until our youngest child was in grade eight. This brought 
about a change in my time allocations. When I carefully 
explained that by spending a few hours in the garden, or 
doing a few loads of laundry, I was relaxing, and making 
the week ahead easier. It wasn’t really working, it became 
a form of recreation. Not every Sunday. And quilting on 
a Sunday afternoon wasn’t really work either, a hobby, 
really. It took a bit of adjustment for the family, and before 
you knew it, a few hours working on a project vehicle on 
a Sunday afternoon wasn’t work either!

Just like beauty is in the eye of the beholder, so is the 
definition of work. I still don’t believe in unnecessary hard 
work on a Sunday.

Just what I need/want to do! “ Oh, any day that you like 
the best, and day that is but my day of rest…But never ever 
on a Sunday, a Sunday, a Sunday ‘cause that’s my day of  
rest” Bets that if  you’re over 80 you’re humming that tune!

‘But never 
on a Sunday’

Less worry, more action please
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The RFNOW Commitment to Rural Internet

Small town, big stories – Kenton book club

In a world increasingly 
driven by digital com-
munication, reliable in-
ternet access is no longer 
a luxury; it’s a necessity. 
This truth is especially 
poignant for the residents 
and businesses of rural 
areas, where traditional 
providers often overlook 
the unique challenges of 
these communities. RF-
NOW, founded in 2000 
in Virden, Manitoba, rec-
ognized this gap and has 
dedicated itself to ensur-
ing rural residents have 
access to world-class fiber 
connectivity.

From its inception, RF-
NOW has maintained a 
clear mission: to deliver 
not only high-speed in-
ternet but to do so while 
fostering local growth 
and community engage-
ment. Over the years, 
the service has extended 

beyond Virden, with a 
rapidly expanding fiber 
network stretching across 
Manitoba and into south-
east Saskatchewan. The 
journey has been marked 
by a commitment to not 
just technology, but to 
the people and places that 
RFNOW serves.

One of the standout 
features of RFNOW’s ap-
proach is their focus on 
**True Rural Builds**. 
Unlike many providers 
who focus their f iber 
installations along high-
density corridors, RF-
NOW is dedicated to 
bringing connectivity to 
smaller towns, farmsteads, 
First Nations, cottage 
areas, and outlying locales. 
This strategic planning en-
sures that every kilometer 
of fiber laid is intended 
to reach people who have 
been traditionally under-
served. In doing so, RF-
NOW embodies its Prairie 
roots, making sure that no 

A glass of wine and a 
good book! Sip, Read, 
Repeat: Kenton’s women’s 
book club blends litera-
ture, laughter, and a little 
wine.

Started approximately 
ten years ago by Devon 
Caldwell, Leith Corney 
and Lorna Corney, mem-
bers Debbie Routledge, 
Leah Obach, Mary Ann 
Stevenson, Devon Cald-
well, Leith Corney, Rilla 
Hunter and Celia Nolan 

community is left behind.
Reliability is another 

cornerstone of RFNOW’s 
operations. The unpredict-
able weather of the Prairies 
can dramatically impact 
local infrastructure, from 
snowstorms that blanket 
rural roads to seasonal 
surges in internet usage 
during major events. With 
this in mind, RFNOW has 
engineered its network 
with a strong emphasis 
on redundancy and ro-
bust field infrastructure. 
This proactive approach 
ensures that connections 
remain stable and strong, 
even during peak times or 
severe weather. Whether 
it’s the dead of winter or 
the excitement of playoff 
season, RFNOW’s cus-
tomers can rely on their 
internet service when they 
need it most.

At the heart of RFNOW’s 
mission is a **Community 
Driven Service** philoso-
phy. Understanding that 

make up today’s member-
ship.

The club usually meets 
once a month at the home 
of the person who se-
lected that month’s book.

This year each member 
chose an author and book 
choice; but this selection 
format changes from 
year to year, keeping it 
interesting.

April’s book was chosen 
by Debbie Routledge 
and is titled ‘Recipe for 
a Good Life’ by Lesley 
Crewe. She is a Canadian 
author, and this is the 

second book of hers that 
the group has read.

The members meet at 
the home of the person 
who selected that month’s 
book. Discussion on the 
book’s story line takes 
place accompanied by 
delicious appetizers and 
beverages. After deter-
mining the next month’s 
book selection and meet-
ing date, a yummy dessert 
ends the enjoyable even-
ing together.

 What a great addition 
to our community!

By Carolyn Phillips
Rivers Banner

By Gerry Nolan
Rivers Banner

they serve the same neigh-
borhoods they call home, 
RFNOW ensures that its 
technicians, planners, 
and customer care teams 
are part of the local land-
scape. This connection 
goes beyond geograph-
ical proximity; it fosters a 
culture of responsiveness, 
transparency, and respect. 
When customers reach out 
to RFNOW, they’re not just 
speaking to a faceless cor-
porate entity; they’re com-
municating with people 
who understand their 
unique challenges and 
are dedicated to providing 
solutions.

RFNOW operates with 
a business model that pri-
oritizes the needs of rural 
communities; it reflects a 
vision where technology 
and local engagement 
go hand in hand. This 
commitment has made a 
tangible difference, not 
just in connectivity, but in 
empowering residents and 

businesses to thrive in the 
digital landscape.

For anyone interested in 
enhanced internet access 
or wishing to learn more 
about RFNOW’s services, 
the dedicated sales team is 
available Monday through 
Friday and on Saturdays, 
ready to help with inquir-
ies. 1-866-887-3669 Ext. 
1 or residential.sales@

rfnow.net
RFNOW is more than 

just an internet provider; 
it’s a vital partner in the 
growth and success of 
rural communities in 
Manitoba and southeast 
Saskatchewan, making 
sure that every resident 
has the connectivity they 
need to thrive in today’s 
digital world.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Kenton book club members. Mary Ann Stevenson, Celia Nolan, Leah Obach, 
Devon Caldwell, Leith Corney, Debbie Routledge, Rilla Hunter

RF Now Virden Shop. 
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Available Commodities 
are as follows: 

Hybrid Fall Rye, Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Peas, Forages, 

Canola, Corn & Soybeans.

Serving Farmers 
for over 60 years!

Offering Custom Cleaning, 
Color Sorting, Inoculants, 

Seed Treating and Seed sales.

Oak River, MB
204-566-2422

269 Hamilton Street, Neepawa MB R0J 1H0
P: 204-476-2336  | E: info@taylorlawpatersons.ca

www.patersons.ca

Highway 5 North Neepawa  204-476-5566 
www.kkpenner.com

“Manitoba’s Tire Specialists”

ONLINE AUCTIONS
www.gartonsauction.com

Everything for your FarmEverything for your Farm

LOCAL CROP INPUT PROFESSIONALS

PROVIDING ALL INPUT PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT
AGRONOMY EXPERTISE & SERVICES SUPPORTS

Neepawa, Rivers, Carberry, Minnedosa, Virden, Hamiota,
Kenton, Brandon, Souris, Hartney and Shoal Lake

Highway #16 West 
Neepawa   204-476-5091

NEEPAWA 
TIRE LTD.

u CERTIFIED CLOSED CELL 
     SPRAY FOAM

u RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
     AND AGRICULTURAL.

u ROOFING FOAM AND 
     COATINGS

u BLOWN IN ATTIC 
     INSULATION

Matt Rempel
Birnie, MB
Cell: (204) 841-0988
matt@rempelbackhoe.ca

• Excavations • Trenching  • Landscaping • Gravel • Topsoil • Shale • Laser Ditching
• Certified Installer for Holding Tanks, Septic Tanks & Drain Fields

• Construction Site Prep • Dozer work • Brush Clearing

Penno’s 
Machining & Mfg. LTD

Eden • 204-966-3221 • www.pennosmachining.com
pennosmachining@gmail.com

HayHandler.com
Plasma Table Cutting

Rebuilt Combine Table Augers • Rebuild Hydraulic Cylinders 
Roller Mills Regrooved • MFWD Housings Rebuilt

Steel and Aluminum Welding • Machine Shop Service
Line Boring and Welding

220 Hwy#5 North. Neepawa, Manitoba

204-476-3809      
www.ticparts.com

providing water well services to the Westman area for over 60 years.
Residential Water Wells • Irrigation Wells • Well Abandonment

Well Cleansing and Refurbishing • Acidizations
Artesian Well Containment • Exploration Drilling/Test holes

Well Flow/ Pump Tests • Pump Installment and Repair
Monitoring well/ Piezometer installation

Jeff Dickson
Box 718, Rivers, MB. R0K 1X0 • 204-328-7112 • Cell: 204-729-7770

M&M 
DRILLINGCOLD PRESSED

BALANCE OF OMEGA 3, 6, 9 RICH IN VITAMIN E
New sizing - 250ml and 1 litre

New Product Canpressco Plus with Vitamin E 

Kay De’Ath
Authorized Manitoba Distributor

204-476-3446
kaycanpressco22@gmail.com

Kay De’Ath - Canpressco

Mention this Ad for 15% Off 

• Full House Plans
• Foundations: Reinforced Concrete
• Permanent Wood Foundation (PWF), 

Piles (Concrete or Helical)
• Garages, Sheds and Deck Plans

• Full Building Plans and Layout
• Coordination of Mechanical, Electrical 

and Geotechnical Engineering Services
• Foundation & Building Framing Design 

and Certification

Serving the Westman and Parkland Regions for over 45 years.
Neepawa, MB
204-476-3391

Dauphin, MB
204-572-5028

JOHN’S
ELECTRIC LTD

JOHN’S
ELECTRIC LTD

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Angus & Cathy Ford

Neepawa 476-3391

Authorized GENERAC Dealer
Providing power back up systems for your farm and home

Agriculture is our nation’s most important single industry. Agriculture is our nation’s most important single industry. 
That’s not only because it furnishes our daily food. but because it’s the basis of many That’s not only because it furnishes our daily food. but because it’s the basis of many 

other important businesses that are a part of Canada’s economy. other important businesses that are a part of Canada’s economy. 
The The Neepawa Banner & PressNeepawa Banner & Press,, Rivers Banner  Rivers Banner and and Virden Empire AdvanceVirden Empire Advance, , 

as well as all the businesses on this page are proud supporters of the ag industry.as well as all the businesses on this page are proud supporters of the ag industry.



March 20, 2026  Rivers Banner 7

Available Commodities 
are as follows: 

Hybrid Fall Rye, Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Peas, Forages, 

Canola, Corn & Soybeans.

Serving Farmers 
for over 60 years!

Offering Custom Cleaning, 
Color Sorting, Inoculants, 

Seed Treating and Seed sales.

Oak River, MB
204-566-2422

269 Hamilton Street, Neepawa MB R0J 1H0
P: 204-476-2336  | E: info@taylorlawpatersons.ca
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Well Flow/ Pump Tests • Pump Installment and Repair
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Neepawa, MB
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PHOTOS BY ANNE DAVISON

Hamiota dancers are t ra ined 
through Midwest School of Dance, 
a club that formed in Hamiota in 
2003 with just 20 students. The club 
has grown immensely as festival and 
recital performances reveal. 

From the very youngest 6 and under 
performers to senior students in 16 
and under classes, individual and 

group dancers performed 16 times 
on Virden Aud Theatre stage during 
Virden Music & Arts Festival in classes 
held March 11 -12.  The adjudicator 
was Katey Rogowsky, an instructor for 
over 14 years  with Brandon’s Steppin’ 
Time Dance Studio.

Midwest’s year end recital is set for 
April 12. The Hamiota Collegiate 
gymnasium is always packed for this 
Sunday afternoon event where every 
age and style of dance is featured.

Hamiota dancers perform 
at Virden festival

26033GT0

December saw the 
Mid West Art Centre 
wrapping up the year 
with a very successful 
Artisan Christmas mar-
ket. But it also brought 
the resignation of their 
valued administrator 
Allison Gardham. 

The search for a re-
placement started with 
a few challenges to the 
board members. They 
certainly came to ap-
preciate everything that 
Allison did. Thankfully, 
Kerri Wilson and other 
knowledgeable mem-
bers were able to keep 
getting the issues dealt 
with.

After several inter-
views, the board came in contact 
with a perfect fit for the Art Centre. 
In January, Zoe Priest from Harding 
was chosen as Administrator. Zoe 
comes with many qualif ications 
and numerous interests in several 

areas of art.
The Art centre is so fortunate to 

find Zoe and are so happy to welcome 
her to the executive position.

Please stop in and meet Zoe and 
give her a huge warm welcome.

Mid West Arts Centre 
welcomes Zoe Priest as the 

new administrator

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Zoe Priest of Mid-West Arts Centre, Hamiota, MB. 

Hamiota 14 & under Hip Hop dancers perform “All My Love.”

At Virden Music & Arts Festival, March 11 in the Aud Theatre, Hamiota 12 & 
under Hip Hop dancers perform “Yeah 1 2 Step.”

Reach your TARGET audience.

ADVERTISE WITH US!
(431) 351-1628 ~ riversbanner@outlook.com
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Manitoba 
Community 
Newspaper 
Association 

Province 
Wide 

Classifieds 

NOTICES
Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein are 
the sole responsibility of 

For Sale
Hamiota Municipality is inviting applications for 
the position of a permanent full time Equipment 
Operator/Labourer/Utility Plant Operator.

Qualifications Include:
• Minimum Grade 12 Education.
• Willingness to take & maintain operating and other 

relevant training as required.
• A valid Class 5 Drivers License - Air Ticket would 

be considered an asset (or willing to obtain)
• Experience Operating Equipment
• Computer experience with Word & Excel Programs 

and the ability to maintain records in written and 
computer-based format.

• Excellent attention to detail.

Starting salary based upon experience with the 
potential for increases upon successful completion 
of certifications.

Resume and Cover Letter will be accepted along with 
two working references until March 27, 2026.

Submit Applications To:
Lorra Eastcott- CAO

Email: cao@hamiota.com;
Mail: Box 100, Hamiota MB R0M 0T0

In-Person: 75 Maple Avenue Hamiota, MB

All applications are greatly appreciated however, only 
those that are selected for an interview will be contacted.

Urban Public Works/Utility Operator 
Employee Position Available

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given in accordance with Subsection 162 
(2) of The Municipal Act that the Council of the R. M. of Oakview intends to 

present its financial plan for the fiscal year 2026 at a public hearing in the Oak River 
Council Chamber, 10 Cochrane Street, Oak River on the 14th day of April, 2026 at 6:10 p.m. Council will hear any 
person who wishes to make a representation, ask questions, or register an objection to the financial plan.

Copies of the proposed financial plan will be available for review commencing on the 25th day of March, 2026 on our 
website at www.rmofoakview.ca or may be examined by any person during regular office hours of the Municipal offices 
at Oak River (10 Cochrane Street) or Rapid City (435 3rd Ave) or by emailing a request for a copy to 
financemgr@rmofoakview.ca.

Consultation with our community is an important component of the Municipality’s budget process.  Council encourages 
you to attend.

    Mark Humphries,
    Chief Administrative Officer
    Rural Municipality of Oakview
    March 2, 2026

Created by David Harris of Oak River, MB
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By Gerry Nolan
Rivers Banner

State of the World
In my opinion:

the persons or entities that 
post the advertisement, and 
the Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Association 
and membership do not 
make any warranty as to 
the accuracy, completeness, 
truthfulness or reliability of 
such advertisements. For 
greater information on ad-
vertising conditions, please 
consult the Association’s 
Blanket Advertising Condi-
tions on our website at www.
mcna.com.

URGENT PRESS RELEAS-
ES - Have a newsworthy 
item to announce? An ex-
citing change in operations? 
Though we cannot guarantee 
publication, MCNA will get 
the information into the right 
hands for ONLY $35.00 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA (204) 
947-1691 for more informa-

tion. See www.mcna.com 
under the “Types of Advertis-
ing” tab for more details.

TIME TO BOOK YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 
SPRING 2026! Let us help 
you book your blanket 
classified ads across 
Manitoba, and increase 
your presence. Let people 
know about your business, 
item for sale or event, by 
placing an ad with us! Your 
ad will be seen in the MCNA 
Member Newspapers, in 
over 368,000+ homes in 
Manitoba. Please Call THIS 
NEWSPAPER NOW to 
book, or call MCNA at (204) 
947-1691 for more details or 
to book ads. Take advantage 
of our great pricing! MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Association. 
www.mcna.com

The war in the Middle 
East has jacked fuel prices 
up to an unbelievable 

height in just three days. They are climbing daily and will 
likely continue to do so for as long as the war goes on. Is 
this really true or are gas prices climbing because someone 
just wants to GOUGE the customer. I believe it is gouging!

It’s not only the pump prices that are rising, but also your 
cost of living will rise. The freight companies will be adjust-
ing and increasing their prices and the consumer will pay 
for that. So in the last couple of weeks the cost of living has 
increased. Did your wage go up to cover this increase? Nope!

In a time when prices are soaring, the unemployment 
rate climbs, the government seems numb to what is hap-
pening in Canada. But there is no shortage of giving up a 
few more billion to other countries. Maybe they should be 
looking after Canadians first, then the rest of the world, 
instead of the world first and our country going deeper 
and deeper down the sewer.

Why is the government not stepping up to put a halt 
to this nonsense? I believe the government wants you 
to depend on them, lean on them, rely on them and in 
exchange you lose your freedom! They tried scaring us 
with the Covid crisis. Rendering us useless, driven by fear.

Just some random questions for you to think about. 
Why is there so much crime in the world? Why is there 
so much anger and hate? What is driving us to bigger 
and terrible situations?  Why all the school shootings? 
What about the increase in drugs that we hear of daily?

Our courts seem silent and are way behind in criminal 
cases.

I feel sorry for the RCMP officers who arrest and then 
have to go re-arrest criminals who do not show up for 
their court day. The media tell us the jails are full and 
of course, the media is always correct, right? There is no 
room for more inmates, it’s too crowded.

If you stop here and ask the question, why is this happen-
ing? Obviously to the powers that be and this came from 
Justin Trudeau, let’s soften sentences to criminals. Wow, that 
is really working, isn’t it? Perhaps he was trying to just protect 
himself when the truth about the freedom convoy came out! 
Through the past few years the climb is rising, dramatically.

I would say we haven’t seen anything yet! When greed, 
pride of life, lack of respect and just overall lack of morals 
in our world takes over, it will fall to pieces

Maybe, just maybe, when they took the Lord’s prayer 
out of our school, people stayed away from church. People 
coming to Canada and politely living the Canadian way, 
instead of bringing their agenda with them, maybe we 
would not be in this mess. Christians are persecuted for 
their faith, yet the Christian faith is the foundation of our 
country. The moral decay in the world and in our country 
is growing at an alarming rate. Think about it? What path 
is the world on? We are once again in the time of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and we all know how that ended! Can 
you spell atomic bomb? If you don’t believe me, look it 
up or better yet, look up!

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this column are the 
writer’s personal views and are not to be taken as being the 
view of the newspaper and staff.

	
  SUMMER STUDENT POSITIONS 
Maintenance Worker Assistant 

40 hours per week 
Monday to Friday

(alternate Fridays off work)
(8 weeks - July 6 to August 28, 2026) 

Mechanic Assistant/Detailer 
32 hours per week 

Monday to Thursday
(8 weeks - July 6 to August 28, 2026)

Current Starting Rate of Pay - $17.68 per hour 
(under review - may increase)

Positions are based at division offices
 in Minnedosa, Manitoba.

For more details and application information, 
please visit our website at www.rrsd.mb.ca 
select Employment then Summer Student 

Positions.
Thank you to all applicants for their interest in 

Rolling River School Division. Only those candidates 
selected for interviews will be contacted.  
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Does Facebook support local? 

Has your organization ever called 
up Facebook and asked them for a 

donation to your cause? Local business 
rely on local support to exist. 

Shop local today.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ONLY $30.00
+ GST PER WEEK

when booked for 52 
weeks

Rivers
Banner

CONTACT US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR SPACE!
riversbanner@outlook.com ~ 431-351-1628

• Development Services

• Pond & Dugouts

• Drive/Lane Construction

• Basements

• Excavation

• Laser Ditching & Drainage

• Septic Systems

• Gravel & Trucking

• Demolition

• Snow Removal

Rivers, MB R0K 1X0
204-761-8765

kroegerbackhoe@gmail.com

Box 430, 556-2nd Avenue
Rivers MB, R0K1X0

www.homehardware.ca
204-328-7570

Wishing This Year’s Graduates

  Great Happiness
    & Success

  










Killarney          
Hamiota          Brandon          Birtle

Pilot Mound Deloraine

TREE SERVICES
204-761-9777

www.busybeavertreeservices.ca

Serving Rivers, Brandon, and 
surrounding rural communities 

for almost 20 years!  
Our expert arborists are here to 

provide you with reliable tree care 
solutions to enhance the safety 

and aesthetics of your yard!
Tree Removal & stump griding
Professional trimming/pruning

Land clearing & 
property management

BOOK NOW to get your free estimate for all your tree needs. 
Call, text, or email. We will ‘go out on a limb’ for you!

Serving Rivers and area
since 1915.

Phone 204-727-0694
www.brockiedonovan.com

1-855-727-0330 | 204-727-0330
www.memorieschapel.com

locally owned and operated
1-855-727-0330 | 204-727-0330
www.memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

Hunt, Miller 
& Co. LLP

Robert D. Harrison, Lawyer

Phone 204-727-8491 or 

204-328-7540 
(Thursdays, 2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

Thanks for your 
support this past year. 

Bright wishes 
to you now and 

in the year ahead.

204-764-2744
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

Hamiota’s

204-764-2744
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

Hamiota’s

Dwayne Campbell 
Brittany MacLellan 

Stewart Endeavors 
Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/Belly 

Dump Services - Excavating 

stewartend2015@gmail.com 
204-365-0086
Alex Stewart 
Box 916, 
Rivers MB, R0K1X0 
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Ref Memories

Gerry Gerry 
NolanNolan

Ref to Ref to 
writerwriter

Being the head ref-
eree in a game, I usually 
skated on the faceoff 
dots to the boards to stay 
away from the middle 
of the ice but also to get 
to the net quickly if I 
needed to. I did not want 
to get tied up along the 
boards because that was 
where there was usually 
body contact, or getting 
hit with the puck when 
someone was ringing 
it around the boards. 
I also tried to stay on 
the ice across from the 
players benches. I fig-
ured if a player or coach 
had words for me, he 
would have to be yelling 
pretty loudly from the 
players bench. In this 
case, I could give the 
bench a warning, that 
if it happened again, I 
would assess a bench 
minor penalty. I could 
give a particular player 
a misconduct or game 
misconduct if necessary. 
I did not like giving mis-
conducts, but if an indi-
vidual was persistent with 
me, the player usually 
paid the price. Most play-
ers, if they were venting 
at me, if I skated further 
from away from them 
usually settled down and 
the game went on.

When I was a linesman, 
things were very differ-
ent. You were usually 
positioned just outside 
the players benches be-
tween center ice and the 

blue line. I got to hear 
some real good trash 
talk, planned plays and 
some really funny one 
liners.

The better the teams 
involved in the game 
there was less chatter 
and more focus on the 
task at hand. Usually 
the real good teams in 
the South West Hockey 
League were very posi-
tive in their words. That 
doesn’t mean to say there 
weren’t verbal wars but 
they would be quickly 
forgotten at the drop of 
the puck. 

Here are a couple of 
occasions when teams 
played hard against each, 
including fighting pen-
alties, but huge respect 
for one another. I refer 
to a couple of games 
in Elkhorn, when the 
Elkhorn Canadians were 
matched up against the 
Cartwright Clippers.

One night Brad Mullin 
did something to one 
of the Elkhorn players 
that was not appreci-
ated by Keith Orr. Keith 
was standing up for his 
teammate, like anyone 
would do, if it was your 
teammate that could not 
defend himself properly. 
Brad Mullin was the only 
known player at that time 
who had taken down 
Dave Semenko in a fight. 
Brad had huge hands. 
Keith challenged Brad 
and they started chuck-

ing knuckles. Keith came 
out on the short end of 
the fight, but he gained 
the entire Cartwright 
Clipper team’s respect. 
Standing up for your 
teammate! I, being a 
linesman when play re-
sumed, was in front of 
the Cartwright bench so 
I could hear what they 
were saying. There was 
admiration and respect 
for Keith to engage in 
the fisticuffs.

In a different game, 
but still the same two 
teams Kevin McLean, 
who could be a pest, 
could get under almost 
anyone’s skin when he 
put his mind to it. Kevin 
was known to do some 
trash talking and was a 
fearless player. Kevin is 
skating down the left side 
of the ice and hits a player 
from Cartwright into the 
boards, a little hard with 
maybe just a little bit of 
a punch involved. I was 
again a lineman in the 
game. I am in front of 
the Cartwright player’s 
bench. One of the Clip-
per player’s yells hit that 
bastard. Somebody get 
him! Man I hate the way 
he plays. Danny Mullin 
says, yes I cannot stand 
him, but I wish he was 
on our team! Hal Haight 
says yea I wish he was on 
our team too. That is 
RESPECT!

Danny Mullin saw how 
valuable a player Kevin 
McLean was to his team 
and what he brought to 
the Elkhorn Canadians 
hockey team. Danny did 
not like him but he re-
spected him. You do not 
always see that in this day 
and age. There seems to 
be a lot of lack of respect 
in our world today. It is 
not like it used to be!

26033GM1

Be On 
Time!

Advertising 
deadline:

12 noon 
Monday
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50 + Club
Cribbage 1pm

Rivers Legion
Cribbage 7pm

50 + Club
Cribbage 1pm Rivers Legion

Cribbage 7pm

50 + Club
Pool 1pm

Darts Rivers 
Legion 7pm

Rivers Legion
Bingo 11:30am

Rivers Legion
Bingo 11:30am

Chase the Ace
Rivers Legion 7pm

Kenton Legion 7pm

Prairie Crocus Library  
Storytime in
Rivers 10am

Chase the Ace
Rivers Legion 7pm

Kenton Legion 7pm

Prairie Crocus Library  
Storytime in
Rivers 10am

50 + Card
Games
1pm

50 + Card
Games
1pm

50 + Club
Pool 1pm

50+ Floor
Games 1pm

Darts Rivers 
Legion 7pm

50+ Floor
Games 1pm

RCC Spring Break Camp- March 30th – April 2nd 8:30am-4:00pm

Rivers Food Bank
9:30 - 11:30am

RIVERS KIDS CLUB
3RD ANNUAL
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On Friday, March 13, 
excitement filled the air 
at the municipal office 

building as the Riverdale community came together 
to celebrate the introduction of the Lake Line 
Transit Service, a momentous occasion for residents 
in need of accessible transportation. Attendees 
enjoyed hotdogs, cupcakes, and refreshing drinks 
while they eagerly awaited the unveiling of the new 
handi-transit vehicle that promises to enhance the 
mobility options available to eligible residents. 

For many years, Riverdale Municipality has 
lacked a dedicated handi-transit service, leaving 
many community members with limited access to 
essential transportation options. This new initiative 
underscores Riverdale’s commitment to fostering an 
inclusive environment by providing door-to-door 
transportation services. The service is designed to 
meet the diverse needs of residents while adhering 
to provincial accessibility standards and regula-
tions, which ensures both safety and comfort for 
passengers.

The Lake Line Transit Service operates every day 
of the week with flexible hours determined by driver 
availability, allowing for a wide range of scheduling 
options. Residents are encouraged to make reser-
vations at least 24 hours in advance, providing the 
service with adequate notice to accommodate their 
needs. Priority will be given to medical appoint-
ments, followed closely by requests for work-related 
travel, personal business, social activities, and shop-
ping endeavours. This structured approach ensures 
that those who need it most receive timely access to 
essential services and engagements.

Transportation is not limited to within the 
Riverdale Municipality; the service can extend to 
neighbouring communities, subject to the avail-
ability of drivers and efficient scheduling. However, 
it’s important to note a few guidelines: the service 
does not accommodate excess baggage or parcels, 
nor does it assist with accessing washroom facilities. 
Drivers are dedicated to ensuring a safe boarding 
and descending experience for passengers, but they 
are not responsible for providing assistance beyond 
these essential functions.

The successful revitalization of this transit service 
has been made possible by the invaluable efforts 
of a dedicated committee comprised of stakehold-
ers from various sectors of the community. Their 
unwavering commitment to addressing the trans-
portation challenges faced by residents has played 
a crucial role in the establishment of this service. 

Furthermore, the project has benefitted from a 
collaborative grant facilitated by Rivers-Rapid 
City Senior Services, coupled with funding from 
Riverdale Municipality through the Canada Public 
Transit Fund. This partnership showcases the power 
of collaboration in making impactful changes in 
the community.

For individuals interested in utilizing the Lake 
Line Transit Service or seeking more information, 
please reach out to the municipal office at 204-
328-5300. Engaging with the community has never 
been more critical, and the launch of this service 
represents a significant step forward in ensuring all 
residents of Riverdale enjoy the freedom to travel 
safely and independently. With the introduction of 
Lake Line Transit Service, Riverdale Municipality 
takes pride in its ongoing effort to create a more 
accessible and inclusive community for all.

Community welcomes new Handi-Transit service in 
Riverdale Mun.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

By Carolyn Phillips
Rivers Banner
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