
Friday,September 26, 2025 • Vol.118  No. 3 • Rivers, Manitoba

565 - 2nd Ave, Rivers, MB R0K 1X0565 - 2nd Ave, Rivers, MB R0K 1X0
T 204-328-7570 • C 204-730-0490 • F 204-328-5339T 204-328-7570 • C 204-730-0490 • F 204-328-5339

melissaklassen@rivershomehardware.camelissaklassen@rivershomehardware.ca
Store #5163-7Store #5163-7

Serving the Rivers, Rapid City, Forrest, Kenton, Oak River, Hamiota and Oak Lake areas for 116 years

Community newspapers 
are NOT junk mail.

N
O

T 
JU

NK MAIL

N
O

T JUNK MAIL

Community newspapers are trusted local voices that keep Canadians informed, 
connected and engaged. They are local businesses that report news that matters 
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Get Noticed

RiveRs BanneR

Chamber Spotlight: 
Springland Manufacturing Co.

In the world of grain handling, ef-
ficient and reliable equipment is 
crucial for farmers and commercial 

operations alike. Springland Manufac-
turing Co., established in 1985 by the in-
novative Lepp brothers—Henry, John, 
and Herman—has carved a niche as a 
leader in this industry. With nearly four 
decades of experience, Springland has 
become synonymous with quality and 
dependability in the manufacturing of 
bin unloading systems and bin sweeps, 
catering to both farm and commercial 

applications.
The backbone of Springland’s oper-

ations lies within its state-of-the-art 
grain handling equipment designed 
for storage bins. Springland specializes 
in developing, manufacturing, and 
marketing high-performance bin un-
loading systems and commercial series 
bin sweeps. These products are vital for 
the efficient transportation, handling, 
and storage of grain, ensuring that every 
operation—whether on a small farm 
or a large commercial facility—runs 
smoothly and effectively.

In addition to its flagship products, 
Springland also produces air seeder 

and filling augers as finished sub-
components, broadening the scope 
of its offerings. Their comprehensive 
approach to grain handling equipment 
ensures that customers can find various 
related products under one roof, mak-
ing Springland a one-stop solution for 
grain handling needs.

Springland has established a global 
presence since its inception. The com-
pany’s products are marketed world-
wide, reaching customers across North 
America, Europe, Asia, Australia, and 
New Zealand.

read more about Springland on page 2...

Springland Manufacturing located at Rivers Airbase just outside Rivers, MB. Manufacturing reliable equipment for farmers 
since 1985.
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Ingredients
•	 3 large eggs	 	 	 	 2 cups white sugar
•	 1 cup vegetable oil	 	 	 1/4 tsp ground nutmeg
•	 1/4 tsp ground cinnamon	 	 1/2 tsp baking powder
•	 1-1/2 tsps vanilla extract	 	 3 cups all-purpose flour
•	 2 cups finely grated zucchini	 1 tsp baking soda
•	 1/3 cup cocoa powder	 	 1 tsp salt

Directions
1.	 Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease two 

12-cup muffin tins or line cups with paper liners.
2.	 Whisk eggs in a large bowl until smooth. Add sugar, oil, cocoa, 

and vanilla; whisk until well blended. Stir in grated zucchini. 
Add flour, baking soda, salt, baking powder, cinnamon, nut-
meg; mix until just moist. (I like to add pecans)

3.	 Spoon batter into 
the prepared muf-
fin cups, filling each 
2/3 full. Bake in the 
preheated oven until 
tops spring back when 
lightly pressed, about 
20 to 25 minutes. 
Transfer to a wire rack 
to cool completely; 
store loosely covered.

Chocolate Zucchini Chocolate Zucchini 
MuffinsMuffins continued from page 1

They have built a robust network 
of dedicated local employees who 
understand the unique challenges 
faced by grain storage and handling 
systems. This local expertise plays a 
vital role in providing tailored solu-
tions that meet the specific needs of 
each market.
Their customer base is diverse, 

including contractors and suppli-
ers of grain storage and handling 
systems, grain handling and pro -
cessing companies, and air-seeder 
manufacturers. This wide array of 
clientele speaks to the quality and 
reliability of Springland’s products, 
which have stood the test of time and 
adaptation in various environments 
and conditions.
The Lepp brothers have not only 

led the company with vision but also 
instilled a culture of innovation and 
quality in their employees. Their on-
going commitment to development 
means that Springland continuously 
works on enhancing its product lines 

and adopting the latest technologies. 
This forward-thinking approach 
ensures that customers receive the 
most efficient, effective, and reliable 
equipment available in the market.
As they move into the future, 

Springland Manufacturing Co. re-
mains dedicated to setting the stan-
dard in the grain handling industry. 
By focusing on innovation, quality, 
and customer service, they continue 
to lead the way in developing tailored 
solutions for grain storage and hand-
ling. With a historic commitment 
to excellence and a clear vision for 
the future, Springland is poised to 
remain a cornerstone of the agricul-
tural community for years to come.
For farmers, commercial operators, 

and suppliers looking for reliable 
grain handling solutions, Springland 
Manufacturing Co. is a name to trust. 
Their legacy of quality, dedication, 
and innovation continues to serve 
the agricultural sector, providing 
essential tools that help optimize 
grain handling processes worldwide.

Springland Manufacturing Co.

For our trip we started off in the low-
lands and that is where we are at as our 
excursion continues. On this day we 

were off to Hunterston Castle. Upon arrival 
we were met by our hosts and were split into 2 
groups for the tour. There were 10 Hunter clan 
members among us, and we were all excited 
to see what lay before us.

The Castle was built in the 1300’s with the 
intention of protecting the south and west 
coasts of Scotland from Viking invasion. It is 
still owned by the descendants of the original 
family.

The tower remains the same as when it 
was built and is set in 40 acres of land in west 
Kilbride, North Ayrshire. 

In the 12 century, King David the first, 
invited Norman Knights to take up land in 
Scotland. Among those were the Hunters who 
were settled to provide hunting services to King 
David. The knight Aylmer was made Hunter 
Royal in 1160. It is a hereditary title that has 
been passed down for years.

In 1271, Alexander 111 gave the Hunters a 
charter for additional land in north Ayrshire. 
Because of the Latin name Venater was given 
to them. The name Venatar translated into 

was a fireplace for heat. I can 
see why men wore the kilts to 
keep warm as Scotland tends 
to be a cool, damp place to live.

The rooms were not very 
big but were very homey and 
comfortable. The stairs going 
upstairs was worn on the edge 
as was the wall from all the 
years of wear from the occu-
pants coming downstairs. We 
saw a lot of weapons of the day 
with one in particular being 
a very large and long sword. 
It would take a very fit war-
rior to swing that sword for 
very long before being totally 
exhausted. There was also a 
suit of armor which looked 
very small, another idea of the 
size of men back in the day. 
Our host told us that 5 to 10 
minutes swinging that sword 
and thrusting at your target 
would exhaust you, so the kill 
had to be done quickly.

What I write does not do 
justice to this majestic castle! 

The Hunter Clan Crest is beautiful. Writ-
ten on the top is the motto, Cursom Perficio, 
which translates “I will complete the course. I 

English is Hunter, hence the clan name.
The family suffered financial problems in 

the early 1800s, but the problem was resolved 
by Eleanora Hunter who married her cousin 
Robert Caldwell. Robert assumed the name 
Hunter and together they improved the estate 
and built the present Hunterston House which 
has been used in the production of Outlander.

Donald Caldwell who is married to Dr. 
Devon Caldwell [nee Corney] is a descendant 
of the Hunters. Devon’s mother is Leith Corney, 
[nee Hunter]. Donald did not change his name 
to Hunter, in case you did not know. Should 
Donald change his name from Caldwell to 
Hunter? Survey says, no.

The old castle was something to behold and 
was one of the most favourite places I went to. 
The castle is stunningly beautiful and very well 
kept. I was so thrilled to be in a place I had only 
ever dreamed of, but here I was, in a castle that 
went well beyond all I had hoped. Something 
that caught my attention was the fact, this castle 
was built for smaller people. There was not a 
lot of head room in places, and the stairway 
was not very wide. One must remember that 
hundreds of years ago men were not 6 feet plus 
tall, more like 5 and a half foot tall.

There were some narrow windows where 
they could shoot out to protect themselves 
from the attack of the enemy. In each room 

will finish the race”.
Next week I will complete the history of the 

Hunter Clan and so until then, make your 
plans to travel to Scotland!

From the prairies to the highlands 204 – part 4
By Gerry Nolan
Rivers Banner

The Hunters, from the prairies, at Hunterston Castle, 
built in the early 1800s by Robert and Eleanora 
Hunter.

PHOTO BY CELIA NOLAN
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FAITHFULLY 
YOURS

Neil Strohschein

Turning Points

It was September 1, 1984; and cable TV net-
works across Canada were introduced to TSN 
(The Sports Network); the first Canadian TV 
network devoted exclusively to sports.

Since I was living in a rural community at 
that time, I did not have access to Cabe TV. But 
I had a short-wave radio and spent many hours 
listening to news and sportscasts featured on 
the American Forces Radio Network. So when I 
moved to a community that had Cable TV service, 
I took out a basic subscription that included TSN.

Their live telecasts of Canadian football and 
hockey games included a segment called the 
“TSN Turning Point;” a key play that changed the 
momentum of the game and allowed one team 
to score the points needed to secure the victory.

I have often thought of the ways in which 
sporting events can be pictures of every day life. 
Each of us is a team of one, trying to succeed in 
life while facing people, hindrances and chal-

lenges that will do their best to keep us from 
getting ahead.

Some challenges are common to all people. 
We call them “growing pains.” Most of them 
will come and go. We encounter them, we make 
mistakes, we learn from our mistakes and we 
move on. That’s life; and that is how it must be 
lived—one day at a time. 

Most of our childhood’s “growing pains” will 
have been forgotten by the time we reach middle 
age and are settled in our careers, with what we 
hope will be “forever” homes, growing families 
and healthy relationships.

But some “growing pains” were “Turning 
Points” that produced radical changes in how we 
think, how we speak and how we live. Memories of 
those events will remain with us forever; as they 
should. The lessons learned from those events 
will help us respond with dignity and integrity 
when facing similar events in the future; and 
so they should.

One “Turning Point” in my life happened 
many years ago, when a doctor told me that, 
in his opinion, I was the finest candidate for 
either a heart attack, a nervous breakdown or 
both. He ordered me to take at least a year off 
from work to recover from burnout. I took his 
advice. In that year I changed jobs, moved to a 
new community and made some lifestyle changes 
that improved my overall quality of life. What I 
learned then helped me identify and deal with 
the depression I suffered five years later (see 
last week’s column).

That was not the first “Turning Point” in my 
life and it won’t be the last. Looking back, I now 
see how important they are. God uses them to 
reveal sins we need to confess, character f laws 
we need to repair; and to point us in the direc-
tion he wants us to go, so that we will be in the 
right place at the right time to meet and connect 
with the right people who will help us complete 
the unique tasks God has called us to complete.

Can you think of “Turning Points” in your life? 
What produced them? How did they change your 
life? Who did God use to encourage you as you 
went through the difficult period of renouncing 
bad habits, severing harmful relationships, 
adopting new habits and building new, sustain-
able and healthier relationships?

In a few days, we will celebrate Thanksgiving. 
I hope that you will join me in giving thanks for 
the “Turning Points” in life that help us avert 
disaster and make us the people we are today.

From last weeks front page
Join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

447 Edward Street  ~  204-328-7882

Sundays 10 a.m.
Children’s Church during the message

Bible  Study – Thursdays 7:30 p.m.

Rapid City Community ChuRCh

JESUS IS LORD

R K I X S H L G D R B O N P O
H E U G X A T P S P I H C T M
N M G N R H R S M F L X W S W
U P R I E R X S I M U E J F V
W U I D T E G H S Z E T W Q Y
S O L N H U D N Q K Z X A F A
G P L U G C W E I Z X L D X N
P J E O I E M J T N A B I V B
L B D S F B S N Q A I V T N X
V U D E E R O P A G C A S D G
U Q C R R A E M I P U I R D C
D R I W I B U E X R Y D D T W
H R G U F S I O R F I S H E J
I T R Z L J R G D F H T F C D
B L A C O L F H T Y M Y X S N

Word Bank
1. barbecue 2. week 3. firefighter 4. chips
5. spirit 6. free 7. local 8. sizzling
9. dedicated 10. training 11. grilled 12. resounding

CLOSED
The Rivers Banner will be 
closed on Tuesday, 
September 30 for

National Day for
Truth & Reconciliation
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Members 
of:

This past weekend was a bit of  a 
milestone for me as Christine 
and I attended the 55th an-

niversary reunion of the University of 
Manitoba Agriculture Faculty Class 
of 1970. The short version of that 
would  be U of M Aggies ’70.

You do the  math but the youngest 
students attending were 77 years old, 
sounds like fun eh? 

In fact, it was fun, not because the 
Aggies ’70 partied last weekend like 
many did back in the day, but fun to 
see how students, who were just kids 
when they went to U of M in the fall 
of 1966, made their way through 
varied lives.

There were stories of marriage 
and kids, jobs and divorces. There 
were many jokes about fun things 
that happened and what disasters 
were avoided.

Aggie ’70 Grads, about 35 in num-
ber, gathered in Winnipeg for two 
days of meals, visiting and touring 
the Agricultural Facility buildings 
at U of M.

Many of the grads worked their 
whole career in agriculture. Some 
farmed, and a few still do, even at 77 
years of age. There were salesmen, a 
mortgage broker, grain marketers, re-
tired civil servants in the group. Many, 
like myself, started out directly in the 
industry who went into other fields. I 
have been publishing now for 36 years 
now, but my first actual newspaper 
experience was a manager with the 
U of M Manitoban newspaper. That 
stint was about two years while I was 
still in university. 

Some of the Aggie ’70 grads still 
live in Manitoba, but there are others 
all the way from the the Maritimes to 
BC and the United States. 

So milestones are a good thing, 
markers of time and progress. My 

Perspectives

Not my best 
moments…
There are times when I wonder if perhaps I am 

more childish than childlike…We know what 
memories do, sometimes comfort, sometimes 

condemn. What may be meant to be light hearted may 
have deeper ramifications…

Remember when the movie ‘Titanic’ was first released? 
My granddaughters were utterly enthralled by it, as were 
many of their peers. Early in the movie there is a scene 
where the ocean liner is entering the harbour, and off 
to the side there is a small craft with a lone occupant. 
The girls allege that I told them, seriously, that was my 
uncle in the small boat, and he had missed the board-
ing and therefore was spared the sinking. They, being 
young girls, relayed this ‘fact’ to their friends. Truth be 
told, I do not recall telling that story! However, ther are 
many things I don’t remember….I do remember setting 
up a card table and the six year old blond asking what it 
was- to be fair she asked before I had it standing on its 
four legs! My reply? ‘A bath tub.’ She hunkered down, 
peering at it and asked how it worked!!

I can laugh at myself as well. A few years ago a set 
of grandchildren shared my home with me. At three 
of the a.m., Hoover and Miss Daisy needed to go out. 
Somehow the door locked behind us. I thought of ring-
ing the doorbell, but that would certainly alert their two 
dogs and that would be a rude awakening. Or I could 
have stood under their bedroom window and called or 
thrown small stones, but that would have been a ruder 
awakening. So what did I do? It was late spring, not too 
cold, so the dogs and I curled up in the back seat of the 
car – it was in a garage- and threw the dog blanket kept 
in the car over us. I waited until I knew someone was 
awake before knocking. The grandchildren were not 
impressed! I was over seventy at that time.

Just a few weeks ago I had a sleepover at the same 
set of grandchildren’s home. Now I was the guest. The 
household consists of a four year old and a baby, with 
another granddaughter and her six year old, visiting while 
I was there,  down the hall from where I was bunked. 
Around ten, ten thirty, I share a call with a friend. For 
fear of waking anyone, I threw the comforter over my 
head for the chat. I thought I got away with it, but my 
grandson checked in to let me know he was home and 
all was well. Busted! The laughter- at my expense- at the 
breakfast table was delightful. The deed was not unlike 
the tricks I played when reading after hours as a teen. 
This time I was a shade short of eighty!

There is a standard question when meeting someone 
for the first time – where did you grow up? My answer is 
consistent. ‘My early years were in Southern Manitoba’,. 
I’m still working on the growing up part of life! Childish 
or childlike? A bit of both.

Milestones

Rita FriesenRita Friesen

HomebodiesHomebodies

wife and I will have known each other 
for 58 years as of October 31. We met 
on Halloween night when my buddies 
called upon a group of girls to “Trick 
or Treat” for Halloween. My wife had 
heard about me from a girl in her 
apartment and was very disappointed 
when she actually met me. We have 
been married now for 56 years (as 
of October 11) and she still ponders 
whether meeting me was a trick or a 
treat. Obviously she is either indecisive 
or an optimist as she is still with me.

As a country and community, we 
have another milestone coming up. 
November 11, 2025 will be 107 years 
since the end of WWl and this year 
it’s 80 years since the end of WWll. 
Those wars were fought to maintain as 
much of the world within democratic 
freedom as possible. We are still free 
in North America but the battle is 
still real. There are politically minded 
people that seem intent on taking away 
freedoms of movement and speech.

Having been involved in publishing 
now for 59 years, I can see a constant 
degeneration of freedoms. Ironically, 
some who would claim to be fighters 
for freedom are doing their very best 
to destroy freedom.

At every turn, governments at all 
levels, either passively or actively re-
strict information about what they are 
up to and that is very sad to witness. 
There isn’t enough advertising dollars 

in the journalism world to pay enough 
journalists to cover all the news. It may 
not be intentional, but digging out 
information from all three layers of 
government seems to be getting more 
difficult. Newspapers, for  example, 
can’t always afford enough staff to to 
cover school boards, municipal and 
town councils along with provincial 
and federal governments.

Some people will claim that “citizen 
journalists are answer but there’s a 
problem with some citizen journalism. 
They mainly use the internet and we 
have all sadly come to realize that one 
can put anything they want on-line but 
without verification or accountability.

Our family newspapers keep fight-
ing the battle for advertising income 
so we can pay the printing bill, the 
staff and the transportation required 
to get the most reliable news we can 
gather for our readers.

Our newspapers have all marched 
past the 100 year mark and as a 
family, we are determined to keep 
that march going. We thank our 
readers and advertisers for your 
support as we attempt to make more 
milestones in the years ahead.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this 
column are the writer’s personal views and 
are not to be taken as being the view of the 
newspaper staff.

Ken WaddellKen Waddell

Right in the Right in the 
CentreCentre

By Chad Carpenter
TundraTundra
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By Dale Davison
Farmers’ Advocate
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CWRS Wheat

SY Torach
AAC Starbuck VB

Bolles

CPS Wheat

CS Accelerate

Barley
CDC Copeland
AAC Connect
CDC Churchill

Oats
CS Camden

Doug Heaman
204.748.7666

Britt any Vinck
204.851.2049 Virden, Manitoba

CDC Churchill
Strong Straw

Two Row Malt and Feed variety

Yield equal to CDC Austenson

Strong agronomic package

NEW
Doug Heaman Brittany Vinck Virden, Manitoba
204.748.7666 204-851-2049 www.clearviewacresltd.com

WHEAT
SY Torach 
AAC Starbuck VB 
AAC Brandon 
CS Accelerate 
OATS
CS Camden
Kalio
FLAX 
CDC Rowland 

PEDIGREE SEED VARIETIES
BARLEY
AAC Connect
ESMA
AAC Lariat

PEAS 
AAC Carver 

CANOLA 
CS4100 LL 
FORAGE SEED

Shop 204-368-2361 • Cell 204-212-2020

D.M.W. Repair
Licensed Journeyman • Reasonable Rates

serving
Agriculture, 
Construction, 
Trucks & More

• Truck Safeties 
• MPI Accredited
• Air Conditioning Repair
• Hydraulic hose repair

Corner of 91N & 82W • RM Of Glenella-Lansdowne
4 Miles North of Arden on Hwy 352 & 2 Miles West

• Equipped with Hydraulic Flow-meter & 
 Pressure Gauges for Hydraulic Testing.
• Electrical Troubleshooting
• Scan Tools for Autos
• We now have a scan tool for semi trucks, 
 agricultural equipment and construction 
 equipment.

220 Hwy#5 North. Neepawa, Manitoba

204-476-3809      
www.ticparts.com

Rural win: MASC offices reopen in Virden, Shoal Lake
Local leaders call move a step toward stronger rural economies

Four years ago, the 
provincial government 
closed 21 Manitoba Agri-
cultural Services Corpora-
tion (MASC) offices across 
Manitoba. Producers, 
agricultural organizations 
and local governments 
protested the move seeing 
it as a hardship for farmers 
and a move to centraliza-
tion that would hurt rural 
centres such as Virden. 
A plan to reopen some 
of these offices was an-
nounced in January of this 
year, and as of last Friday 
the Virden and Shoal Lake 
locations were once again 
open for business.

John Plohman, chair 
of the board of directors 
for MASC, introduced 
Minister of Agriculture 
Ron Kostyshyn who said, 
“Farmers want to ensure 
they have tools to maintain 
and govern their farming 
operations. I know that 
MASC clients will wel-
come the convenience of 
having a local team avail-
able to help them with all 
their risk management, 
lending and other agri-
culture services. That also 
strengthens farm families, 
rural communities and our 
province as a whole.” 

Scott Phillips, a coun-
cillor for the RM Sifton 
and Vice President of the 
Association of Manitoba 
Municipalit ies (AMM) 
recalled the past closures 
of service branches across 
the prov ince. Phi l l ips 

PHOTOS  BY

Above picture: Minister of Agriculture Ron Kostyshyn cuts the ribbon to officially open the MASC Virden office. He is joined by MASC 
vice chair Don Kostesky, Virden Mayor Tina Williams, RM of Wallace-Woodworth Reeve Clayton Canart, Municipal and Northern Relations 
Minister Glen Simard and John Plohman, chair of the board of directors for MASC. Bottom picture: The new Manitoba Agricultural 
Services Corporation office in Virden is located at 297-Seventh Avenue South.

said, “Three words. Rural 
Economic Reconci l ia-
tion. Years ago, branches 
were closed across the 
province. We’re not going 
to point fingers, but it was 
a shame that so many agen-
cies like this were closed. 
We’ve been very fortunate 
over the last half dozen or 
so years to be included in 
the conversations with the 
past government and this 
government on reopening 
some of these key centres 
in Manitoba. We’ve been 
involved. We were told ‘no’, 
I don’t know how many 

times, but ‘no’ just meant 
try harder and make a bet-
ter plan.” Calling Virden 
an ideal location in Western 
Manitoba Phillips said, 
“This really is the centre 
of it all.”

Virden Mayor Tina 
Williams said, “The value 
of having a local off ice 
for our surrounding farm 
communities cannot be 
overstated.” 

RM of Wallace-Wood-
worth Reeve Clayton Can-
art agreed and added that 
he hopes this re-opening of 
an office so important to the 

region will prove to be the 
first step in decentralizing 
other government services, 
bringing them closer to the 
people that use them.

Along with the Virden 
office, the Shoal Lake of-
fice is also reopening, and 
the two locations will serve 
650 to 700 farmers and 
agricultural businesses in 
the surrounding regions. 
Each new service centre 
will be staffed by four full-
time employees and a team 
of insurance adjustors.

The staff members of  
the new Virden office will 

include Andrea Schneider, 
Samantha Bertram, Dan 
Boulanger, Lawrence Dan-

iel, Michelle Breedon, and 
team leader Barb Stam-
buski.
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Submitted
Manitoba Canola Growers

journeywealth.ca

Erin grew up on a farm south of Neepawa and
currently makes MacGregor her home. She likes

reading, spending time with her friends and family and
has Nashville on her bucket list to visit one day soon!
Erin spends part of her week in the Neepawa Journey

Wealth office where a big part of her time is devoted to
financial planning to help clients meet their financial

goals. While some people think of financial planning as 
being only for retirement, this is definitely not the

case! Erin helps clients with planning for their
children’s financial needs, estate planning, insurance

planning, and of course, planning for retirement.
 Call her today to get started! 

Meet 
Erin Chisholm

888-928-0702

KIOTI.com

*Offer available July 1, 2025 – September 30, 2025. Rebates and/or financing based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Pricing and rebates in CAD dollars.  Additional fees including, but not 
limited to, taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges may apply. Financing must be through DLL or Sheffield using one of the available financing options. Financing is subject to credit approval. Customers must take delivery prior to 
the end of the program period. Some customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Offer available on new equipment only. Prior purchases are not eligible. Offer subject to change without notice. Offer valid only at participating 
Dealers. See your dealer for details. © 2025 Kioti Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-CANADA, Inc.

KIOTI.com

UTILITY TRACTORS

90-140 HPHX
SERIES

$5100
Cash Back* (T-L)Financing* Months

0%    48
UP TO

UP TO

560 Commonwealth Drive, Virden
Tel: (204) 748-4469
virdenag.ca

Aeration can be enough to dry 
tough canola to safe storage levels 
– as long as air has “capacity to 
dry”. Damp canola will require 
heated air drying. Safe levels for 
long-term storage of canola are 
grain moisture of eight per cent and 
grain temperature of less than 15°c.

Canola is considered “tough” 
at moisture levels between 10 
and 12.5 per cent and “damp” is 
anything above that, according to 
the Grain Grading Guide. To dry 
tough canola with aeration, the bin 
needs adequate airflow and that air 
needs “capacity to dry” – which 
means it has to be warm with low 
relatively humidity (RH). (See 
the In-bin drying heading below.) 
Damp canola will require heated 
air drying and rigorous manage-
ment to condition it for safe storage.

Grain dryers 
(heated-air drying)

Dry canola as soon as pos-
sible: While waiting, aerate con-

tinuously if possible and move 
damp canola back and forth be-
tween storage facilities to prevent 
spoilage. The combination of 
aeration and movement is ideal.

Have the right equipment: 
Continuous f low or re-circulating 
batch drying systems are prefer-
able. They reduce the potential 
for seed damage from heating and 
allow for slightly higher drying 
temperatures. For very damp 
canola, growers may prefer to 
run the grain through twice at 
a lower temperature to prevent 
seed damage and reduce the risk 
of fires. Also, if the dryer has 
screens, make sure the screen size 
is small enough to hold canola. 
Another option is to add heat to a 
bin aeration system. Talk to your 
bin and fan supplier for details.

Watch drying temper-
atures: Check the maximum 
safe drying temperature for your 
system, then reduce it by 11°c 
when working with damp canola 
as opposed to tough. As moisture 

content increases, it gets much 
easier to “cook” your canola in a 
heated air drying system.

Over dry canola slightly 
when using heated air: As 
grain cools when moved into 
storage, moisture content tends 
to rebound slightly. Over drying 
compensates for this. A general 
rule is to over dry by 0.1% for 
every point the grain is dried. 
For example, if canola is at 14% 
moisture and your target is 9%, 
over dry by 0.5 percentage points 
to 8.5%.

When returning warm, dried 
canola back to the bin, turn on 
the fans to cool it for safe storage. 
This could also allow for a bit 
more drying as drying can occur 
when cold air is introduced to a 
warm mass of grain.

In-bin drying 
with supplement heat

Natural air drying (NAD) 
using aeration fans works well as 
long as the fan provides adequate 
airf low and the air has capacity to 

dry. The second requirement can 
be a challenge because cool fall 
air often has low or no capacity to 
dry anything. That is why more 
farmers are adding heaters to 
their aeration fans.

Increasing the temperature 
of the incoming air basically 
reduces the relative humidity 
(RH) of the incoming air, which 
increases the capacity of air to 
hold (and therefore remove) mois-
ture. This increase its efficiency of 
drying the grain. For every 10°c  
increase in air temperature, the 
RH is cut in half.

A heater certified and designed 
for use with grain storage aeration 
fans can turn a “poor” drying day 
into a “good” drying day, and 
the capital investment is much 
smaller than it would be for a 
batch dryer set up. Generally, a 
poor drying day is when RH is 
70 per cent or more, or the tem-
perature is 10°C or less.

The general recommendation 
for adding supplemental heat to 
an aeration system is to increase 
air temperature to no more than 

15-20°c – although the higher 
the fan’s airf low (cubic feet per 
minute) per bushel, the more heat 
you can add.

Airf low rates needs to be at 
least 1.0 cfm/bu for moisture 
removal. Insufficient air f low can 
result in a high moisture zone 
near the top of the bin that can 
initiate spoilage. The greater the 
depth of canola in the bin, the 
more fan capacity you will need 
to move air through it effectively. 
Large diameter bins that pro-
vide uniform air f low through 
a perforated f loor may have an 
advantage when handling damp 
grain. If you suspect the air f low is 
insufficient, remove some canola 
to reduce the depth. Side benefits 
of removing some grain are that 
it disrupts any high moisture 
areas that are developing and it 
f lattens the cone, which could 
help to make the airs path more 
consistent throughout the bulk.

Continued 
on Page 8

Tips for drying tough and damp canola
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Contact a Sunrise Lender today!
*Entry is conditional upon approval of Sunrise Credit Union Agriculture 
Financing. Some conditions apply. Please contact Sunrise Credit Union 

for full details.

Enter to WIN 1 of 3

Fuel Cards!

$5,000*

Neepawa-Gladstone

Available
on

WESTERN CANADA’S

LARGEST

NETWORK

Neepawa Co-op Cardlock
Highway 16 East of Neepawa

Across from Hylife

Don’t have a cow, man!Don’t have a cow, man!

PHOTO BY ROB WADDELL

In a pasture near Mountain Road, this large black bull seems to be a bit lonely as his cows have perhaps moved on. All he has to do is eat and sleep in his own part 
of the world as his work is likely done for the season. Late summer rains came in a timely fashion to keep the pastures green heading into the fall. 



8 Rivers Banner September 26, 2025 

Continued 
from Page 6

Temperature of the 
grain itself plays a role 
in the eff iciency of NAD 
with supplemental heat. If 
the grain is already cool 
(less than 5°C), NAD with 
supplemental heat wil l 
initially add moisture to 
the grain. It will take some 
time before drying starts, 
but the bulk will warm up 
eventually and drying will 
be accomplished. If the 
grain is still warm, then 
NAD plus supplemental 
heat can work very well.

Make sure to have good 
ventilation at the top of 
the bin to allow warm, 
moist air to escape. Inad-
equate ventilation in the 
headspace will result in 
condensation on the top 
layers of grain.

For ef fect ive dry ing 
using supplemental heat, 
the bin needs to be turned 
frequently – every day to 
every few days. Without 
turning, it will take sub-
stantial time for the dry-
ing front to reach the top 
layers of the bin.

And f inally, monitor 
regularly during and after 
the drying process. Cool 
the grain after drying, 
aiming for a safe storage 
temperature of less than 
15°C. Note that blow-
ing cool air on warm 
grain will remove some 
additional moisture, so 
drying may be complete 
when moisture is within 
one percentage point of 
the target.

By Cam Dahl
General Manager, Manitoba Pork Council

Serving the Westman and Parkland Regions for over 45 years.
Neepawa, MB
204-476-3391

Dauphin, MB
204-572-5028

JOHN’S
ELECTRIC LTD

JOHN’S
ELECTRIC LTD

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Angus & Cathy Ford

Neepawa 476-3391

Authorized GENERAC Sales & Service
Providing power back up systems for your farm and home

269 Hamilton Street, Neepawa MB R0J 1H0
P: 204-476-2336  | E: info@taylorlawpatersons.ca

www.patersons.ca

On Sept 17, the Office 
of the United States Trade 
Representative (USTR) 
began a 45-day public 
comment period on the 
effectiveness and impact of 
the Canada-U.S.-Mexico 
Agreement (CUSMA), 
and public hearings on 
CUSMA will be held in 
the U.S. this November. 
The process to review Can-
ada’s most important trade 
agreement has begun.

Our relationships with 
our partners, customers, 
and suppliers in the U.S. 
matter now more than 
ever. Recently, Manitoba 
Pork was on a mission 
to Iowa with Manitoba’s 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Ron Kostyshyn. It was an 
opportunity to talk to Iowa’s 
farm leaders and politicians 
about the value of our 
integrated market and the 
trade between us. We could 
not have received a warmer 
welcome. There is a strong 
understanding south of the 
border about the value of 
our trading relationship. 
The USTR and U.S. Con-
gress will likely not give a lot 
of weight to comments from 
the Canadian pork sector, 
Canadian agriculture in 
general, or even our fed-
eral and provincial govern-
ments, but they will listen 
to the Governor of Iowa 
and elected representatives 
of Iowa’s agriculture base. 

Outreach should
 be a top priority

While it might look 
good on social media or 
on television for a Can-
adian politician, in a fit of 
pique, to pour out whiskey 
distilled in Manitoba over 
a disagreement with a 
multi-national company, or 
to threaten to turn off the 
lights in American states, 
this is not how strong posi-
tive relationships are built. 

Relationships are built by 
showing up at state fairs 
as friends and neighbours. 
Canadians cannot afford to 
have potential allies in the 
U.S. and Mexico turned off 
by aggressive commentary 
coming from north of the 
49th parallel. We need 
partnership not rhetoric. 

For Canadian agricul-
ture, this outreach should 
be the top priority for the 
industry, especially for the 
90 percent of Canadian 
farmers who depend on 
international markets for 
their price discovery and 
sales. While we must look 
to diversify our markets, we 
cannot replace the U.S. as 
a destination. For example, 
Manitoba ships over 3 mil-
lion live pigs to be finished in 
the U.S. every year. Today 
these exports are moving 
under the protection of 
CUSMA. If we were to lose 
that protection or have the 
integration between produ-
cers in the U.S. and Canada 
weakened, these animals 
would have no alternative 
markets and communities 
across our province would 
feel the economic impact.

We should have 
a plan in place

Canada’s federal, prov-
incial, and territorial agri-
culture ministers met in 
Winnipeg the second week 

of September. I am hope-
ful that they discussed the 
development of a strategic 
outreach plan with our part-
ners in the U.S. Not every 
Minister needs to visit every 
state capitol in the lower 48 
states, but we should have a 
plan in place to have at least 
one agricultural delegation 
reach out to most of them 
before the 45-day comment 
period on the effectiveness 
of CUSMA expires.

Which brings me to my 
closing observation. The 
U.S. has started public 
consultations on the effect-
iveness of CUSMA. When 
are the Canadian consul-
tations going to begin? 
The best time to start the 
development of a strategic 
pan-Canadian agricultural 
position on the key elements 
of the CUSMA would have 
been about 18 months ago. 
The second-best time to 
start this dialogue with the 
agriculture community is 
today. If this does not occur, 
Canada runs the risk that 
we will go into the critical 
part of the CUSMA review 
with both industry and 
governments divided. That 
could be a mistake that has 
far reaching consequences 
for farmers from coast to 
coast.

For agriculture, the over-
all goal going into the 
CUSMA review must be 
the preservation and ex-
pansion of the integrated 
North American market 

Op-ed: Relationships matter
for both agricultural com-
modities and food. For 
the betterment of farmers, 
processors and consumers, 
we must actively target the 
elimination of tariff and 
non-tariff trade barriers 
including, regulatory mis-
alignment between Canada 
and the U.S., increased use 
of restrictive country of ori-
gin labelling requirements, 
and individual state regu-
lations that restrict trade 
within North America.

Our strategic discussions 
with our CUSMA partners 
should also recognize that, 
in an increasingly less stable 
international trading en-
vironment, secure trade 
within North America of 
agriculture commodities 
and food contributes to the 
national security of all three 
CUSMA signatories and 
helps deliver a reliable and 
safe food supply for North 
American consumers.

Monitor the drying 
process for canola

Don’t forget!
Our advertising 

deadline is 
Tuesday at noon!



By Gerry Nolan
Rivers Banner

For Sale

For Sale ServiceAnniversary

Coming Events

Announcement

Auctions

Manitoba Community Newspaper Association Province Wide Classifieds 
NOTICES
Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein are 
the sole responsibility of the 
persons or entities that post the 
advertisement, and the Mani-
toba Community Newspapers 
Association and membership 
do not make any warranty as 
to the accuracy, completeness, 
truthfulness or reliability of such 
advertisements. For greater 

information on advertising 
conditions, please consult the 
Association’s Blanket Advertis-
ing Conditions on our website 
at www.mcna.com.

URGENT PRESS RELEASES 
- Have a newsworthy item 
to announce? An exciting 
change in operations? Though 
we cannot guarantee pub-
lication, MCNA will get the 
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information into the right hands 
for ONLY $35.00 + GST/HST. 
Call MCNA (204) 947-1691 
for more information. See 
www.mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” tab for 
more details. 

SELLING ONLINE? Online 
ads not getting results? Let 
us help you book a blanket 
classified ad! SELLING 

Happy 60th Anniversary 
Mom & Dad

October 2, 2025

Love Blaine, Susan, Darcy and families

SEEDS OR LAND? HAVING 
AN EVENT? Advertise! You 
will be seen in the MCNA 
Member Newspapers, in over 
368,000+ homes in Manitoba. 
Please Call THIS NEWS-
PAPER NOW to book, or call 
MCNA at (204) 947-1691 for 
more details or to book ads. 
Take advantage of our great 
pricing! MCNA - Manitoba 
Community Newspapers 

Association. www.mcna.
com

FINANCIAL SERVICES (NEW 
AD COPY)
Private mortgage lender. All real 
estate types considered. No 
credit checks done. Deal direct
with lender and get quick 
approval. (403) 543-0927 
www.firstandsecondmort-
gages.ca

If there is one thing I 
have learned on my own 
wellness journey, it is that 

self love is not just a fluffy 
idea you find online or in 
inspirational quotes. It is 
real, powerful, and maybe 
the most underrated well-
ness tool we have. When 
you start to treat yourself 
with the same kindness 
you would give to a friend, 
something shifts, your body, 
mind, and spirit all breathe 
a little easier.

For me, self love began in 
the smallest ways. Choosing 
to rest without guilt. Pouring 
a cup of peppermint tea and 
enjoying it instead of rushing 
on to the next task. Talking to 
myself like I would to someone 
I care about instead of being 
my own worst critic. And let me 
tell you those small shifts add 
up in the most surprising ways. 
Your mind listens to what you 
tell it and directly affects the 
functioning of your body. Sud-
denly, my stomach feels calmer, 
my sleep is deeper, and even my 
mood has more balance. It is 
like giving yourself a backstage 
pass to holistic wellness.

Self love also changes how we 
move through stressful times. 

setbacks sting less, and I can 
laugh at my own missteps in-
stead of tearing myself down.

Then there is the spiritual 
side of self love, and this one 
is my favourite. When I take 
time to slow down, I can hear 
that little inner whisper, intui-
tion, soul, call it what you will. 
Whether it is during a quiet 
walk, playing a game, or even 
sitting on my deck, I feel con-
nected to something bigger 
than myself. It is like the uni-
verse gives you a wink and says, 
“You are on the right track.”

The best part? Self love is 
contagious. When you treat 
yourself with kindness, others 
notice. Kids, friends, partners 
all start to mirror that energy. 
Before long, it is not just about 
your own wellness but about 
creating a ripple of compassion 
around you.

So, if you are wondering 
where to start, keep it simple. 
Rest when you are tired. Eat 
food that makes your body 
happy. Say no without guilt. 
Dance in your kitchen just 
because. Self love is not a des-
tination but a daily practice. 
And the more you practice, the 
more you realize that loving 
yourself is not simply good for 
the soul, it is one of the best 
medicines out there for you and 
everyone around you.

these days? 
Even though players 

have made junior and 
AAA teams, nothing is 
really final yet. When 
the NHL starts to cut 
players and send them 
back to their junior 
teams there is a ripple, 
domino effect down in 
the Juniors and AAA 
teams.

The Brandon Wheat 
Kings just recently had 
3 players sent back 
to them from NHL 
camps. Brandon had 
their team selected, 
so with 3 coming back 
that means 3 are leav-
ing the wheat kings to 
go to the MJHL or AAA 
teams. Those MJHL 
teams and AAA teams 
may have to cut some 
of their players. You 
make the team and 
then suddenly you are 
sent down to, where? 
How is the well being 
of these young players? 
Good question, right?

A friend of mine has 
a son who made the 
MJHL team. They had 
a billet for him, and 

Instead of crumbling under 
pressure, you have a solid base 
to stand on. I used to think 
being “tough” meant ignoring 
my own needs, but now I see 
that true strength is honouring 
them. Saying no when I am 
overwhelmed, taking breaks 
without apologizing, or choos-
ing uplifting people over toxic 
ones are all little love notes to 
myself. I have come to love a 
fun game called Supercow. 
When I need a break from 
work, I switch to Supercow, 
and it totally relaxes me, and 
I am ready for what is coming 
next. And funny enough when 
I show myself that respect or “al-
lowance,” the world follows suit.

Mentally, the difference 
is like night and day. Do you 
know that voice in your head 
that loves to point out every 
mistake you make? With self 
love, that voice loses its power. 
Instead of spiralling in com-
parison or self-doubt, I catch 
myself celebrating the wins, 
even the tiny ones. I have no-
ticed that creativity flows more 
freely when I am not weighed 
down by harsh thoughts. I have 
learned and still learning, to be 
kinder to myself. My husband 
sometimes tells me not to talk 
about his wife like that, as a 
joke. But it sticks. Suddenly, 
problem-solving feels easier, 

Even though as 
I write this it 
is still summer, 

hockey leagues are 
gearing up for another 
season. The NHL pre- 
season has started as 
well. Tryouts in Junior 
hockey are complete, 
the teams selected and 
most of the leagues 
fired up this weekend. 
It seems hockey just 
starts earlier and ear-
lier with every passing 
season. The dream for 
some is the NHL even 
though only about 42 
percent are Canadian 
players.

The Junior leagues 
around the prairies are 
up and going as well as 
AAA rosters are set, let 
the games begin.

I am sure the players 
who made the teams 
are excited and raring 
to go. But, what about 
the players who did not 
make the team they 
were trying out for? 
How are they doing 

he was starting school 
in his new environ-
ment. The domino 
effect started. He was 
released by the team 
and now will be play-
ing AAA midget this 
year. To say he was 
disappointed is an 
understatement. They, 
the family, thought 
the season was set and 
were excited for their 
son’s opportunity in 
the MJHL.

Hockey can be ruth-
less and gut retching. 
This is difficult for 
these young athletes. I 
just hope these players 
have a great season. 
Enjoy the game and the 
places you play and the 
friends that you have 
and will surely make 
along the way. Make 
some lifelong friends 
and enjoy the journey.

Doug Gilmour stat-
ed at the Hamiota 
Sports dinner, you 
either have the gift, or 
you do not. There is a 
lot more to life than 
hockey! Play the game 
and have some fun with 
it and enjoy each day 
you are on the ice.

Hockey season
The healing power of loving yourself
By Ev Nolan
Rivers Banner
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Does Facebook support local? 

Has your organization ever called up 
Facebook and asked them for a donation 

to your cause? Local business rely on 
local support to exist. 

Shop local today.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

204-764-2744
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

Hamiota’s

204-764-2744
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

Hamiota’s

Dwayne Campbell 
Brittany MacLellan 

• Development Services

• Pond & Dugouts

• Drive/Lane Construction

• Basements

• Excavation

• Laser Ditching & Drainage

• Septic Systems

• Gravel & Trucking

• Demolition

• Snow Removal

Rivers, MB R0K 1X0
204-761-8765

kroegerbackhoe@gmail.com

Mon. – Tues. CLOSED ~ VENDOR OPEN DURING BUSINESS HOURS
WEDNESDAY – SATURDAY OPEN FROM 10am – 10pm, SUNDAY 2pm – 9pm

BREAKFAST WED. – SAT. FROM 10am – 2pm
OAK RIVER, MB

Stewart Endeavors 
Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/Belly 

Dump Services - Excavating 

stewartend2015@gmail.com 
204-365-0086
Alex Stewart 
Box 916, 
Rivers MB, R0K1X0 

Wishing This Year’s Graduates

  Great Happiness
    & Success

  










Killarney          
Hamiota          Brandon          Birtle

Pilot Mound Deloraine
Serving Rivers and area

since 1915.

Phone 204-727-0694
www.brockiedonovan.com

Hunt, Miller 
& Co. LLP

Robert D. Harrison, Lawyer

Phone 204-727-8491 or 

204-328-7540 
(Thursdays, 2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

204-724-6870
280 Taylor Road

Rivers, MB  R0K 1X0 
www.redlinetransport.ca

alepp@redlinetransport.ca

1-855-727-0330 | 204-727-0330
www.memorieschapel.com

locally owned and operated
1-855-727-0330 | 204-727-0330
www.memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

Thanks for your 
support this past year. 

Bright wishes 
to you now and 

in the year ahead.

ONLY $30.00
+ GST PER WEEK

when booked for 52 weeks
Rivers
Banner

CONTACT US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR SPACE!
riversbanner@outlook.com ~ 431-351-1628
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Submitted
By News Media

Submitted
By Patricia Hanbidge

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN.
Applications and resolutions MUST BE RECEIVED by
5:00 p.m. Friday, October 10, 2025.

MOVE
WESTMANBECOME A 

WCG BOARD
DIRECTOR

Forward

Two-Stroke Engines 
and the Environment

The other day, my attention 
was riveted by what was on the 
radio. A repeat of a What on 

Earth show was airing and what caught my attention was that 
they stated that one hour of use of a gas-powered leaf blower 
released the same amount of emissions as driving a “big truck” 
from Saskatoon to Vancouver following the longest route 
(1750 km). I have traveled that road many times. Usually, I 
now take three days to make that journey and the thought 
of using a gas-powered leaf blower for an hour having the 
same emissions was rather horrifying. 

The show was a bit alarming, so I thought I should dive deep 
into what was being shared. It is true that many lawnmow-
ers, gas-powered leaf blowers, dirt bikes and small outboard 
motors are generally two-stroke engines. This means they 
are a type of internal combustion engine that completes 
its power cycle with two movements of the piston (up and 
down), resulting in a power stroke for every crankshaft 
revolution. This is the engine of choice because it is simpler, 
lighter and has a high power-to-weight ratio. This power is 
extremely important if you make your living doing landscape 
maintenance as you can ultimately achieve more in less time. 
However, these two-stroke engine tools are less fuel-efficient, 
noisy and produce more pollution than four-stroke engines. 

The reasons that two-stroke engines significantly pollute 
the environment is because of their design and the lubricant-
fuel mixture. The intake and the exhaust ports on a two-stroke 
engine open simultaneously, so some of the fresh fuel-air 
mixture can escape through the exhaust. Because they use 
a lubricating oil along with fuel in a two-stroke engine, some 
of it is burned and emitted with the exhaust gases which 
contributes to the smoke, oily residues and that familiar 
smell.  The fresh fuel-air mixture that is exhausted results 
in higher levels of volatile organic compounds (VOC’s), like 
benzene and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH’s). The 
combination of unburned fuel and burning lubricating oil 
results in higher emissions of hydrocarbons, other pollutants 
and substantial amounts of fine particles, which are harmful 
to respiratory health.

As we can now understand a bit more about two-stroke 
engines, there is a significant increase in environmental 
impact affecting air quality. The oily residue can make it into 
our waterways which affects the aquatic ecosystem and there 
is some evidence that water polluted by two-stroke engines 
remains more toxic for a longer period of time. Some cities 
and regions that have strict air and water quality standards 
have banned the use of two-stroke engines due to the severe 
environmental impact. It is important to note that modern 
two-stroke engines with direct fuel injection are significantly 
cleaner than the older models.

Over the years I have had a love-hate relationship with two-
stroke engines and in particular gas-powered leaf blowers, 
small outboard motors and other equipment commonly used 
in the landscape maintenance industry. They are noisy, they 
smell and I often find them difficult to start. However, in many 
cases due to their high power-to-weight characteristics, they 
really do reduce the workload if the operator is experienced. 

I admit, I have a Stihl gas-powered leaf blower. It has served 
me well for many years, but I do rake up and take away the 
debris I blow around to minimize the use of the blower. I am 
thankful that there now are many more choices that consum-
ers can exercise in choosing equipment that traditionally only 
existed in the older models of two-stroke engines. My new 
purchases of landscape equipment are electric if possible. 
This means an easy start every time I use the machine, quieter 
operation and most importantly an emission-free operation. 

News associations respond to CUPW 
/ Canada Post halting of delivery of 

unaddressed community newspapers
On September 16, 2025, 

multiple news publishing 
associations sent the below 

letter to CUPW and Canada Post to outline our extreme dis-
appointment with community and ethnic newspapers being 
treated as ‘junk mail’.

Dear Ms. Simpson and Mr. Ettinger,
On behalf of the members of the Alberta Weekly Newspapers 

Association, B.C. & Yukon Community News Media Association, 
Hebdos Québec, Manitoba Community Newspapers Associa-
tion, National Ethnic Press and Media Council of Canada, News 
Media Canada, Ontario Community Newspapers Association, 
and Saskatchewan Weekly Newspapers Association, we are writ-
ing to express our extreme disappointment in both Canada 
Post and CUPW.

Both of you are treating unaddressed community and ethnic 
newspapers like “junk mail”.

Mr. Ettinger, your decision to no longer exempt community 
newspapers with commercial inserts from Canada Post’s Con-
sumers’ Choice program, effectively treats fact-based, fact-check 
Canadian journalistic content as “junk mail”. You made that 
decision without proper stakeholder consultation or economic/
social impact analysis.

Ms. Simpson, your recent decision to neither process nor 
deliver unaddressed flyers (Neighbourhood Mail) — whether 
intended or not — is holding community newspaper publishers 
hostage and is depriving Canadians of fact-based, fact-checked 
community news.

Community and ethnic newspapers keep Canadians in-
formed, engaged, and connected in hundreds of communities 
across Canada. Many are small businesses, owned by local 

entrepreneurs, who are struggling just to keep the lights on and 
make payroll in the face of the loss of advertising to American 
Big Tech companies.

Let us be clear: community newspapers, with or without 
commercial inserts, are not “junk mail”; they are a vital source 
of information for Canadians. Our members are good paying 
customers of Canada Post, and we resent this shabby treatment. 
As you work out your differences, we hope both sides will bargain 
in good faith, and we call on the two of you to ensure that the 
processing and delivery of unaddressed community newspapers 
— with or without commercial inserts — resumes immediately.

Thank you for your urgent attention to this matter.

Community newspapers 
are NOT junk mail.

N
O

T 
JU

NK MAIL

N
O

T JUNK MAIL

Community newspapers are trusted local voices that keep Canadians informed, 
connected and engaged. They are local businesses that report news that matters 

most to the communities they serve. CUPW and Canada Post need to ensure that the 
processing/delivery of unaddressed community newspapers resumes immediately.

newsmediacanada.ca
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On Thursday, Sept. 18, the 
Heritage Arts Centre in 
Hamiota was the site of an 
artists reception for Jacqui 
Beckett from Moosomin 
Saskatchewan.
Jacqui told the group that 
she had loved art since she 
was in grade school but 
had started getting serious 
in the 1990s by joining the 
Hamiota Art Club.
Jacqui said her spirit 
soared as she was in a 
dark place in her life due 
to illness and she needed 
to find “her people” which 
she did.
In 2023, Jacqui was among 
24 other artists to travel to 
France, just east of Paris, to paint in a two-week residency and also went to Italy back 
in 2024 to do Plein Air art, creating art outdoors in the open air.
The afternoon was hosted by the Midwest art club, which included coffee, tea, and 
dainties.
Entertainment by Elaine Rawlings was enjoyed by all! Well done Art club and special 
thank you to Jacqui Beckett for sharing her beautiful art.
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We’re Hiring
Role: Seasonal Chemical Delivery Driver
Location: Hamiota, MB
Job Requirements:

• Minimum Class 1 or 3 Driver’s License with Air Brake endorsement
• Previous equipment operation (e.g., Forklift) and maintenance experience, an asset
• Previous Anhydrous Ammonia experience, preferred

To learn more, scan below or reach out to connect:

Artists reception for Jacqui Beckett Cornerstone Church says ‘Welcome Back’

The historic hymn by Isaak Watts’ - “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”- resounds in 
acapella tones with a full church gathered to celebrate “Welcome Back” Sunday. In 
Hamiota’s Cornerstone Family Worship Centre on Sunday Sept. 21, the Mennonite 
church choir from Erickson led by Rod Wager (left) thrills the congregation with 
resonant harmonies. Following a message, ‘Blessed are the Peace Makers’ by Pastor 
Orland Usick, congregation and guests enjoyed an international pot luck feast; youth 
guided kids’ games on the lawn.

PHOTO BY CELIA NOLAN
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