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Oak River student wins National poster award Inside

PHOTOS BY CAMERON MOYER
Rachel Stahl's winning work will hang in the National War
Museum.

Astudent from Oak River has
been awarded the National win-
ner of the Legion Poster Contest
at the Intermediate Level (Gr. 7-9).

Rachel Stahl, a resident of Oak River Hutterite Colony
and a student at Oak River Colony School. She entered her
black and white charcoal/pencil work — the image of two
soldiers — one, helmeted supporting a wounded fellow sol-
dier with an overlay inscription saying: ALL. GAVE SOME,
SOME GAVE ALL.

Within the frame, a Maple leaf in the left bottom corner
and poppy flowers in the upper right brought the Canadian
and Veteran’s Remembrance Day symbolism. The message
is clear - empathy, struggle, commitment, hardship and
camaraderie within the theatre of war.

Rachel has produced an evocative and impactful work
showing a high level of skill.

Provincial Commander Chris Flood was thrilled to see
this Manitoba artist come up a winner.

Flood said, “I can speak on behalf of the Manitoba and
Northwestern Ontario Command office of the Legion. We
are extremely excited.”

Hewasimpressed with the shading, the tones of this black
and white piece. The subject matter - the story of bravery,
heroism, and sacrifice are expressed so simply.

Tens of thousands of art piecesin the black/white category
alone are filtered through local legion branches with only
the winners advancing. Rachel’s piece began with the Royal
Canadian Legion Oak River Branch #150 and on to Zone
24, District 2 and then to Provincial competition.

Provincialwinnersare judged by Legion National Founda-
tion where 10 provincesand three territoriesare represented
with one winner being chosen in each of 14 categories.

Visiting Ottawa’s National War Museum between Novem-

By Anne Davison
RIVERS BANNER

The National winner of the Legion Poster Contest is an Oak
River Colony student. Presenting the award is (L-R) Daryl
Shipman - District 2 Commander, to Rachel Stahl of Oak River
Colony, and Chris Flood - Legion Provincial Vice-President.
Rachel receives an engraved glass tabletop plaque and the
certificate that she holds as well as a prize.

ber 11, 2026 and October 2027 you will find Rachel StahI’s
pencil/charcoal artwork.

Through the annual National Youth Remembrance con-
tests, the Legion National Foundation, with the support of
The Royal Canadian Legion and schools across the country,
educates Canada’s youth in the history and impact of war
and veterans’ contributions over the decades.

All winners at the national level are awarded a cash prize
for their work. First Place Senior Winners are eligible for
the prestigious award —a trip to Ottawa and an opportunity
to represent the youth of Canada at the National Remem-
brance Day Ceremony. They also receive a $1000 cheque.

Rachel, being First Place Intermediate Winner, received a
$500 cheque. And importantly, herwork will receive national
recognition as it hangs in Ottawa’s National War Museum.

At Oak River Legion she received an engraved glass
tabletop plaque with her name on it and her school receives
an identical plaque with Oak River Colony School’s name
engraved, presented by Cameron Moir, the Zone 24 Com-
mander as an appreciation for the school’s participation in
the National Youth Remembrance Contest.

District 2 Commander Daryl Shipman presented Rachel
with a $100 cheque for her win at the provincial level.

Commander Flood noted that he has seen many wonder-
ful works presented by students from Hutterian Colony
schools. For the Manitoba and Northwest Ontario Command
(MBNWO), he notes, “In the last several years, we have had
some second and third place winners at the national level.”

This year, MBNWO had four other winners in second
and third place, “Rachel was the only first place winner,”
Flood said.

RAPID CITY 4-H

ACHIEVEMENTS
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By Chad Carpenter

CMHC Exec bonuses are shameful

his week I want to present
a few different annoying
points, the kind that should

make it no surprise to governments
that the public doesn’t trust them
very much.

Canadian Taxpayers Association
reports the following™

“The Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation is the federal
housing agency that has repeatedly
claimed its goal is “housing afford-
ability for all.”

Despite its CEO admitting hous-
ing supply and affordability “re-
mained one of Canada’s greatest
challenges,” the CMHC handed
out$31.7 millionin taxpayer-funded
bonuses last year.

CMHC executives took $3.5 mil-
lion in bonuses in 2025-26. That
works out to an average bonus of
$44.,800 for each executive. Non-
executive staff collected another
$28.2 million in bonuses. Even the
CMHC’s own data shows its failing
on housing affordability. The aver-
age Canadian spends more than
half of their income on housing — up
from 39 per cent in 2019, according
to CMHC data.”

Government wasting taxpayers
money is not a new problem but for
that very reason, we should not have
to still tolerate such waste. The level
of entitlement is unbelievable and
should not be encouraged or even
tolerated.

CTF also points out that Rideau
Hall (The governor general’s residence)
finally recognizing your concerns
about the governor general’s lavish
clothing allowance.

Government policy allows gov-
ernors general to expense up to
$130,0001n clothing purchases over
their five-year mandate.

Newly appointed Governor Gen-

GENTRE

RIGHTJINATEIE

KEN W ADDELL

The [Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation] handed
out $31.7 million in taxpayer-

funded bonuses last year.

cral Louise Arbour notified MPs that
her office “revised its guidelines for
clothing,” according to Blacklock’s
Reporter. Arbour didn’tspecify how
much that will save taxpayers.

It’s good to see the new governor
general won’t be wasting as much
money on clothes.

But small tweaks to the governor
general’s wardrobe budget barely
scratches the surface and taxpayers
need the government to drastically
shrink the platinum pay and perks
at Rideau Hall.

The governor general still takes
automatic pay raises everyyear. The
governor general’s current salary is
$393,800.

LastweekInoted that the Federal
and B.C. governments plan to use
up to $3 billion to buy vacant condo
units and turn them into affordable
housing and that there were 4,376
completed condos sitting empty in
Metro Vancouver, a 76 per cent
increase from the year before. This
past week, Prime Minister Carney
said the Feds and BC will split the

down payment costs and encourage
financial institutions to step in with
money to make the deals happen.
In my experience, if something
isn’t selling, you drop the price.
Apparently that doesn’t apply to
Vancouver developers.

* And readers may remember that a
few weeks ago, I strongly suggested
(asked) that Premier Wab Kinew
and Opposition leader Obby Khan
meet with me as they certainly need
to smarten up as to how they treat
each other. There is way too little
respect being shown to each other
and in turn to Manitobans of all
political beliefs. I am saddened, but
notsurprised toreport thatexceptfor
the usual automatic “thank you for
your email”, I have had no response
from either man. I wasn’t asking for
much and I got less. Maybe this time
they will respond.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this
column are the writer’s personal views and

are not to be taken as being the view of the
Banner & Press staff-

FHHOMEBODIES]

RITA FRIESEN

Kitchen stuff...

r I Yhe cookware set that I use— the only set I own—
1s the old Queen Anne waterless cookware set. It
came into my world way back in 1974 when Ed

and I married. I think it might have been quite new then;
sold door to door by industrious folks. The term waterless
doesn’t mean no water; it means just a little bit and in the
cooking process the lid and pot form a seal sono additional
moisture 1s usually needed. It was a lovely complete set
with a lifetime guarantee.

A number of years ago I found an outlet in Winnipeg
and was able to have several handles replaced. The set
included an electric fry pan, a six quart pot with an egg
poachers accessory, and then three, two and one quart
pots. I think there may have been a juicer, and a set of
utensils- lifter, masher, long fork, spatula and soup ladle
that I still use as well. Unfortunately in the fifty plus years
use there have been two injuries — I overheated the six
quart and the two quart and they warped so that they
wobble when in on a hot element. I think that’s not bad
for a door to door purchase from half a century ago!

Those who know me well know that the kitchen is not
my very favourite room in the house. Many years ago, in
aconversation with a grandson, I mentioned that myideal
retirement home would even have a kitchen. Josh was quiet
for just a second and then in a hushed voice ‘ that’s an old
folks home’. That being said I took the care and feeding of
the first five seriously. It was my job to give them proper
nutritious meals, albeit plain and boring. I did/do cook
and bake. Homemade buns are one food I prepare well,
and pies. Ilearned early that any meal was a hit with those
two items on the menu. And some cookies —date filled
oatmeal rounds, chocolate chip and raisin oatmeal drop
cookies. The cookie pans are also part of my inheritance.
The two most used certainly look the most used! Twelve
by eighteen inches, they are discolored, scared, still show-
ing the label ¢ Bake King, King of Bakeware’. One has a
slight break on two sides, not endangering the user, just
a testament to heavy usage.

The loaf pans and the pie plates are PYREX, yup, old
enough that they are all upper case letters. Even have a
Pyrex casserole dish whose cover serves as a small pie
plate. And all inherited as well! When you have a good
thing, why mess with it? The fine china/everyday dishes
are so old they have become collectable. The set started
as gifts back in 1974, and has had some add ons. It’s the
white Corelle with the little green flowers all around the
edges. Big plates, little plates, cups and saucers, mugs,
cereal/soup bowls and fruit bowls, the serving bowl and
platter, the gravyboatset.... The replacement cereal bowls
are mostly all white, it’s rare to find a patterned one in
good condition.

These well loved items are all old, vintage. But then
—soamI!

Rivers
Banner

Est. 1908

(® 204- 328-7494
www.rivershanner.com 0 Drop box @ 529 Second AvesRivers, MB

Circulation: 2,200

info@riversbanner.com

Yearly Subscription Rates (excluding taxes): $76 in Manitoba, $85 elsewhere in Canada

Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40012782

Owner/Publisher/Editor
Micah Waddell

General Manager
Jessica Coulter

Manitoba Community

Membeorfs:, {’(/mcna

PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY

AD DEADLINE: MONDAY 12
PM PRIOR TO ISSUE DATE

Rivers Banner does not guarantee publication of any submitted articles or pictures.
Such submissions, if printed, will appear at the discretion of the managing editor or
publisher and only when time and space permit.

We are not responsible for fax and e-mail transmissions which are not confirmed
either in person or by phone.

[ ]
AP,

Community Newspapers
ASSOCIATION

Newspapers Association



Jury 3, 2026 RivERs BANNER 3

S PORTS

SWBL: WRIGHT, COMETS SHUT OUT ROCKETS

By Robin Wark
RIVERS BANNER

Neither rain nor the
Reston Rockets could
stop Nolan Wright and
the Rivers Comets last
week.

In a wet June 23 game,
the Comets beat their
South West Baseball
League foe 6-0. On the
mound, Wrightstruck out
eight and allowed only
four hits in a complete-
game shutout. Healsoled
the team with two runs
batted in.

“Nolan came out and
threw lots of strikes,”
Rivers player-organizer
Scott Beever said. “He
battled some weather,
but didn’t let it bother
him. The guys played
well, manufactured runs
and played solid defence.
Really impressed by the
way we came out and
played on a bit of a driz-

zlynight and managed to
pull out a win.”

The victory improved
the Comets’ record to
8-4-0.Entering thisweek,
the team satsecondin the
SWBL North Division.
The top four teams make
the playoffs.

The Comets wrap up
their regular season this
week. They played at the
Oak River Dodgers on
June 30 after the Banner
deadline. Rivershosts the
Hamiota Red Sox on July
3 and the Virden Oilers
on July 5.

Oak River Dodgers

With two victories last
week, the Dodgers topped
the SWBL North Division
with a 10-3-0 record. Af-
ter the Comets contest on
June 30, Oak River hosts
the Brandon Young Guns
on July 3 to finish the
regular season.

On June 25 in Reston,
the Dodgersscored three

runs in the third inning
and two in the fourth on
the way to a 5-2 victory
over the Rockets. Mitch
Battersby batted in two
runs for the Dodgers,
while Ty Paddock went
three-for-four. Pitcher
Dylan Schroeder struck
out nine and allowed six
hits over seven innings.
Veteran hurler An-
thony Friesen and the
Dodgers’ defence shutout
the Brandon Young Guns
on June 26. Friesen struck
outfourand allowed only
two hits. Battersby drove
in two runs.
Hamiota Red Sox
The Hamiota Red Sox
are battling foran SWBL
postseason berth. As of
June 28, the team satfifth
in the North Division with
ab-8-0record. Restonwas
one spot ahead at 6-8-0.
The Red Sox play in
Rivers on July 3 and host
the Young Gunson July5.

-

Directions

HOMEMADE
CORNIDOGS

Ingredients

- 3/4 cup yellow cornmeal - 3/4 cup selfrising flour
- 10 pop sticks - 10 hot dogs

- 2/3 cup 2% milk - Oil for deep-fat frying

- 1 large egg, room temperature, lightly beaten

~

1. Inalarge bowl, combine cornmeal, flour and egg. Stir in milk to make a
thick batter; letstand 4 minutes. Insertsticks into hot dogs; dip into batter.

2. Inan electric skillet or deep-fat fryer, heat oil to 375 . Fry corn dogs, a few
at a time, until golden brown, 6-8 minutes, turning occasionally. Drain
on paper towels.

PHOTO BY DALE DAVISON
Rivers Comets #32 Scott Beever taking a swing.

On June 24, Hamiota
fell 6-2 on the road to
the Young Guns. Chael
Rozdeba had two hits for
Hamiota. Red Sox pitcher
Carter Loewen struck out
seven.

On June 25, Hamiota
lost 6-4 to the visiting
Brandon Cardinals.
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Rapid City 4-H Beef Club Achievement Day

Grand Champion Yearling Heifer - Sponsored By:
Mike & Karen Bootsman - Kendra Hinsburg

Grand Champion Progeny Yearling Heifer-Sponsored ~ Grand Champion Cow Calf Pair- Sponsored By: KCH
By: Gord & Diane Peters - Kendra Hinsburg

Cattle Co - Elijah Ginter

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Grand Champion Market Steer - Sponsored By:
Anchor A Farms - Ryler van Meijl

Submitted
By KENDRA BOOTSMAN

Whatafantasticdayatthe Rap-
id City 4-H Beef Club Achieve-
ment Day on Sat., June 20!

We were treated to perfect
weather, a great crowd of sup-
porters, and an outstanding
display of cattle from our
members. The hard work,
dedication, and countless
hours our members put into
their projects were evident as
every animal was presented to
its absolute best.

Thank you to our judge,
volunteers, sponsors, families,
the Rapid City Ag Society and
everyonewho came out tosup-
portourcluband make the day
such a success.

Next up, our members are
preparing to compete and sell
nine steers at the Neepawa &
Area Fat Stock Show and Sale
on July 1 in Neepawa.

Rapid City 4-H Beef Club
2026 Achievement Day Re-
sults:

Cloverbud Grooming -
Sponsored By: Nathan &
Jenna Switzer: 1. Jessa Switzer;
2. Ensley Bootsman; 3. Elijah
Ginter; 4. Taci Gilchrist; 5.
Kashton van Meijl; 6. Braxtyn
Usunier;

Junior Grooming — Spon-
sored By: Warren & Kim
Speers: 1. Benson Bootsman;
2. Swayzie Bootsman; 3. Ryler
van Meijl; 4. Lakelyn Brown;
5.Breelee Bootsman; 6. Jessica
Robins;

Intermediate Grooming -
Sponsored By: C & ] van Meijl
- Kaleb Bootsman.

Senior Grooming - Spon-
sored By: Rapid City 4-H Beef

Club: 1. Kendra Hinsburg; 2.
Kate Hinsburg; 3. Tristan Rea;

Cloverbud Showmanship
— Sponsored By: Dirt Road
Customs: 1. Elijah Ginter;
2. Ensley Bootsman; 3. Jessa
Switzer; 4. Kashton van Meijl;
5. Taci Gilchrist; 6. Braxtyn
Usunier;

Junior Showmanship -
Sponsored By: Blaine & Joyce
Axten: 1. Benson Bootsman;
2. Breelee Bootsman; 3. Ryler
van Meijl; 4. Swayzie Boots-
man; 5. Jessica Robins; 6.
Lakelyn Brown;

Intermediate Showman-
ship — Sponsored By: Joey &
Kendra Bootsman - Kaleb
Bootsman.

Senior Showmanship —
Sponsored By: Rapid City
4-H Beef Club: 1. Kendra
Hinsburg; 2. Kate Hinsburg;
3. Tristan Rea;

Beginning Beef — Spon-
sored By: Minnedosa Insur-
ance - Jessa Switzer.

Yearling Heifer — Split 1:
1. Elijah Ginter; 2. Kaleb
Bootsman; 3. Taci Gilchrist;
4. Braxtyn Usunier;

Yearling Heifer — Split 2:
1. Ensley Bootsman; 2. Kate
Hinsburg; 3. Benson Boots-
man; 4. Swayzie Bootsman;
5. Tristan Rea;

Yearling Heifer — Split 3: 1.
Kendra Hinsburg; 2. Kashton
van Meijl; 3. Jessa Switzer; 4.
Ryler van Meijl;

Grand Champion Yearling
Heifer — Sponsored By: Mike
& Karen Bootsman - Kendra
Hinsburg

Reserve Grand Champion
Yearling Heifer — Sponsored
By: Norman & Sandi Under-
hill - Ensley Bootsman

Grand Champion Progeny Market Steer - Sponsored
By: Sharpe & Co Professional Accountant - Benson

Bootsman

Progeny Yearling Heifer —
Split 1: 1. Kendra Hinsburg;
2. Kate Hinsburg; 3. Breelee
Bootsman;

Grand Champion Progeny
Yearling Heifer — Sponsored
By: Gord & Diane Peters -
Kendra Hinsburg

Reserve Grand Champion
Yearling Heifer — Sponsored
By: Bridgeman Land & Live-
stock - Kate Hinsburg

Grand Champion Overall
Yearling Heifer - Sponsored
By: NicholaScale “In Memory
of Richard Scale” - Kendra
Hinsburg (Yearling Heifer)

Best Home Raised Yearling
Heifer — Sponsored By: Bos
Family Farm - Kendra Hins-
burg (Yearling Heifer)

CowCalfPair-Split1: 1. Eli-
jah Ginter; 2. Kate Hinsburg;

Grand Champion Cow Calf
Pair — Sponsored By: KCH
Cattle Co - Elijah Ginter

Reserve Grand Champion
Cow Calf Pair-Sponsored By:
Jim & Janet Fearnley - Kate
Hinsburg

Supreme Champion Fe-
male — Sponsored By: Rapid
City & Area Lions Club & RM
ofOakview-Kendra Hinsburg
(Yearling Heifer)

Market Steer — Split 1: 1.
Tristan Rea; 2. Jessica Robins;
3. Kate Hinsburg; 4. Braxtyn
Usunier;

Market Steer — Split 2: 1.
Ryler van Meijl; 2. Swayzie
Bootsman; 3. Kendra Hins-
burg; 4. Breelee Bootsman;

Grand Champion Market
Steer—Sponsored By: Anchor
A Farms - Ryler van Meijl

Reserve Grand Champion
Market Steer — Sponsored By:
South Valley Farms - Swayzie

Bootsman

Grand Champion Progeny
Market Steer — Sponsored By:
Sharpe & Co Professional Ac-
countant - Benson Bootsman

Grand Champion Overall
Market Steer - Sponsored By:
Innovative Veterinary Service
- Ryler van Meijl

Champion Pair of Yearling Calves (from one family) -
Sponsored By: Hinsburg Homestead “In Memory of
Edward Hinsburg” - Kendra & Kate Hinsburg

HighestAverage Daily Gain
-Sponsored By: Terraco-Ryler
van Meijl

Best Home Raised Market
Steer—Sponsored By: Minne-
dosa Veterinary Clinic - Ryler
van Meijl

Champion Pair of Yearling
Calves (from one family)

— Sponsored By: Hinsburg
Homestead “In Memory of
Edward Hinsburg” - Kendra
& Kate Hinsburg

Reserve Champion Pair
of Yearling Calves (from one
family) —Sponsored By: Hins-
burg Homestead - Swayzie &
Ensley Bootsman
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HAMIOTAYCOLLE

EGIAT]

EIGRADUATION

Families line the gym to watch Graduates and their escorts in the Grand March.

By Anne Davison
RIVERS BANNER

The 99th Hamiota Col-
legiate Institute Class of 2026
included 20 graduatestudents.
They celebrated graduation
exercises on Tuesday, June
23. Academic and citizenship
accolades and thousands of
dollars in bursaries were pre-
sented.

The Academic Excellence
was awarded to two students
with an overall average of 88
per cent or better. Alyssa Kirk
and Taylor Lawn were the
recipients.

Taylor was also awarded for
General Proficiency with a

mark of 96 per cent and she
received the Governor Gen-
eral of Canada medal, having
achieved an overall average of
95.29 per cent.

Hudson Bond and Alyssa
Kirk spoke to the parents on
behalf of the graduates. Jackie
Bichon and Crystal Stachan
in turn addressed the grads.
Brooke Facey and Adrianna
Charlton thanked their many
teachers over the years. Taylor
Lawn and Quinn Armstrong
were valedictorians.

Principal Becky Ardiel an-
nounced Andy Drake the
recipient of the HCI Volunteer
Award saying, “Volunteerism
is a key quality that we aim to

model for our students... The
father of a grade 12 student
who has been an asset to our
athletics program, assisting
with supervision, transporta-
tion, and support, notably
through sports like volleyball,
basketball, and baseball.”

The graduates, in formal
attire, joined their chosen
escorts for the grand march
and dance.

Early day rain threatened
the about town parade but
it held off and the graduates
toured the town in every kind
of vehicle including the Hami-
otafire truckdriven byfatherof
MollyPatterson and firefighter
Shawn Patterson.

PHOTOS BY ANNE DAVISON
Taylor Lawn receives the General Proficiency
award with a mark of 96 per cent. Presenter
is teacher, Mr. Jerry Crampain. She also was
presented with the Governor General of Canada
award and the Academic Excellence award.

Hamiota class of 2026 celebrate graduation.

HAMIOTA COLLEGIATE 2026 AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

QUINN ARMSTRONG UBU Entrance Award
UManitoba Nurses Union Award U Hamiota District
Health Centre Foundation Award [ Campbell’s
Flowers Award [JCUPE 3037 Award [JHamiota Mu-
nicipality Bursary Award

DEVON BICHON UHamiota Community Drama
Award [Villages United Early Learning Center Award
UStudent Council Sunshine Award

BROOKE FACEY [OManitoba Nurses Union Award
Hamiota Minor Hockey Award [l Lions Club Award
U Carbonneau Scholarship JHamiota District Health
Centre Foundation Award OFusion Credit Union
Award OOHamiota Red Sox Award OArchie Gilchrist
Award

TERRON JOHNS Woodworth Legion Branch #118
Award OWoodworth Grazing Club Award

HUDSON BOND [Manitoba High School Rodeo
Association Award [lWoodworth Legion Branch #118
Award ORM of Wallace-Woodworth Award [Torey
Haggarty Memorial Award

ADRIANNA CHARLTON JACOne toWatch Award
UFusion Credit Union Award [Valleyview Co-op
Academic/Merit Award Scholarship [JWoodworth
Legion Ladies Auxiliary JKnight Seeds Award

ERIC CRAMPTON URosemary Poole Award

NOLAN DRAKE [OHamiota Red Sox Award JPWSD
Award

JORDON EDWARDS [1Dallas Strachan Memorial
Award JAdam Stevenson Memorial Award [Royal
Bank of Canada Award OPWSD Award JHCI Staff
Fund Award OT]J’s Auto Award

ALYSSAKIRKUBU Entrance Award Hamiota Minor
Hockey Award Hamiota District Health Centre
Foundation Award [JHamiota Municipality Volunteer
Award [JSandra Cochran Award ULorna Hamilton
Memorial Award L Hamiota Community Foundation
Award UArchie Gilchrist Award

TAYLORLAWN UManitoba Canola Growers Award
UFusion Credit Union Award Hamiota District
Health Centre Foundation Award [ T]’s Convenience
Award ODr. J.E. Hudson Award [JCharles Randall
Award UHCI Student Council Award J Hamiota Com-
munity Foundation Award JArchie Gilchrist Award

NICOLAS MCDUFF JHamiota Co-op Award [JAd-
rienne Angus Award

ALYSHIA MCKINNON [Guild Insurance Award
OPWTA Award

MOLLY PATTERSON [OMid-West Arts Council
Award [OHamiota Hotel Award

XAVIER SALMI [0 Sunshine Award

ALEC STRACHAN UOPWSD Award JPWTA Award

GOVERNOR
GENERAL AWARD

VALEDICTORIANS
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

BOOK NOW to get your free estimate for all your tree needs.

Call, text, or email. We will ‘go out on a limb’ for you!
Serving Rivers, Brandon, and
surrounding rural communities
for almost 20 years!
Our expert arborists are here to
Hamiota Brandon Birtle provide you with reliable tree care

Killarney  Pilot Mound Deloraine ) _ solutions to enhance the safety
Serving Rivers and area and aesthetics of your yard!

iota— -764- since 1915. idi
Hamlotg 71 Maplg Avg E 204-764-2544 TREE SERV'CES Tree Removal&stu_mp grldl_ng
Brandon—Unit E 2425 Victoria Ave 1-888-726-1995 Phone 204-727-0694 204-761-9777 Professional trimming/pruning
www.brockiedonovan.com - - Land clearing &
www.allianceaccounting.ca www.busybeavertreeservices.ca  property management

Hamiota's Hunt, Miller
& Co. LLP

Robert D. Harrison, Lawyer

204-764-2744 Phone 204-727-8491 or
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 204-328-7540
Dwayne Campbell (Thursdays, 2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

Brittany MacLellan

« Development Services

« Pond & Dugouts <
 Drive/Lane Construction e morle S
+Basoment hapel
* Excavation
* Laser Ditching & Drainage Cherish the Mermories
* Septic Systems locally owned and operated
Rivers, MB ROK 1X0 R 330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB R7A 7P3
204-761-8765 * Demolition 204.727.0330
kroegerbackhoe@gmail.com (R memorieschapel.com

Does Facebook support local?

Has your organization ever called
up Facebook and asked them for a
donation fo your cause? Local business
rely on local support to exist.

Box 430, 556-2nd Avenue
Rivers MB, ROK1X0
www.homehardware.ca

Shop local today. 204-328-7570
[ Stewart Endeavors )
WAY-MOR
Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/Belly AGENCIES LTD.
Dump Services - Excavating RIVERS OFFICE: OAK RIVER OFFICE:
. MON - FRI: 9:00 TO 5:00 TUES - FRI: 10:00 TO 3:00
stewartend2015@gmail.com [ELASEEA2-thm)
204-365-0086 201 ;VII:\IN ST, R.IVERS, MB Z)iﬁ%?yERF:bI‘VIIEBST.
Alex Stewart (204) 328-7540 (204) 566-2490

Box 916
: / GET AN INSURANCE QUOTE
\Rivers MB, ROK1XO BEST cHOICE REAL ESTATE BROKER
ONLY $30.00

Rivers CONTACT US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR SPACE! + BST PER WEEK

Banner riversbanner@outlook.com ~ 431-351-1628 when booked for 52

weeks
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You're Invited

The Manitoba Public Insurance
Corporation (MPI) has filed the 2027
General Rate Application before the
Public Utilities Board (Board) for
approval of Basic Autopac vehicle
insurance rates and premiums
effective on April 1,2027 through
March 31,2028.

For further details, please contact
MPI at inquiries@mpi.mb.ca
or visit the Board's website at

www.pubmanitoba.ca. September 1, 2026.

A public hearing on the
proposed rate application
will be held beginning:
Tuesday, October 13, 2026
at9a.m.

Please view the hearing via the
PUB website link.

Manitoba R3C 0C4
Phone: 204-945-2638

to share your views about the rate application
filed by Manitoba Public Insurance

If you are interested in learning more
about this rate application, you are
encouraged to attend the hearing,
observe the hearing via live streaming,
or provide your perspectives through
the Board's online comment tool.

If you wish to speak at the hearing or
make a written submission, please
contact the Associate Secretary,

Ms. Jennifer Dubois at 204-945-2638 or
toll free 1-866-854-3698, no later than

For more information, visit
www.pubmanitoba.ca.

Manitoba Public Utilities Board
400-330 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg,

Email: publicutilities@gov.mb.ca
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Rivers Heme Haredware
undelconstriiction

in the works.

GILASSIFIERDS

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE WADDELL

Looking to the future- investing in their town. Locally owned Rivers Home
Hardware has a major project with a new warehouse and more investment

Help Wanted For Sale Help Wanted Help Wanted Announcement
Cash 4 Coin Maintenance / . NOW HIR | .«
Collections! Caretaker LB LS EL - ANER {(/mcna
0N Couple or Person BOAR STATIC
Required The Boar Station is currently seeking a reliable Power Builder
SLIM’S CABINS and motivated individual to join our team in a Advertising
Rolling River School Division Also BUYING Old NE Saskatchewan part-time role as a Bottler, Packager, and Cleaner. WORKS!
.. . . Full time, relocati iti
invites applications for phowelry, N luagat, e eloonposOn || scheduled Workdays: + GET SEEN by over
ullion, 50(d, oilver, Road access fishing / . Sunda X
Platinum, Sterling hunting / motel operation. I dy 360,000 Manitoba
Silverware, Franklin All maint Kill * luesaay Homes!
HEAD CUSTODIAN POSITION Mint sets, Royal bur;?gil:ge}rzg;?rikli"ss/ * Thursday « Use your LOGO!

Plan, supervise and perform cleaning, minor repairs /
maintenance, safety related building and grounds checks
and custodial administrative duties for assigned division

building.

Permanent - 12 months per year
Monday to Friday
Start Date - September 1, 2026

School Hours per Day

Rivers Collegiate School 8 hours per day

Rivers, Manitoba 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Rate of Pay
as per CUPE Collective Agreement
$23.64 - $25.02 per hour
Plus Benefits package

For more details and application information,

please visit our website at www.rrsd.mb.ca,
select Employment link, then Support Positions link.

Canadian Mint Coins,
pre 1937 Paper
Money, old coins,
numismatists, Rare
Coins, Silver Coins,
Gold coins, etc.
Covering Winnipeg & Rural
Manitoba. | drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD:
1-204-904-9705

required such as carpentry,
plumbing, mechanical,
minor electrical, welding.
Large, fully equipped shop
onsite. Heavy equipment &
boat operation skills /
experience an asset.
Housing & utilities included.

Self motivated, problem
solver required. Non drug
users, including marijuana.

Call 306-754-2021

Manitoba Community
Newspaper Association
Province Wide Classifieds

NOTICES

Advertisements and statements
contained herein are the sole
responsibility of the persons or
entities that post the advertise-
ment, and the Manitoba Com-
munity NewspapersAssociation
and membership do not make
any warranty as tothe accuracy,
completeness, truthfulness or
reliability of such advertise-
ments. For greater information
onadvertisingconditions, please
consulttheAssociation’sBlanket
Advertising Conditions on our
website at www.mena.com.

URGENT PRESS RELEASES
- Have a newsworthy item to
announce?An exciting change
inoperations? Thoughwecannot
guarantee publication, MCNAwill
get the information into the right
hands for ONLY $35.00 + GST/
HST.CallMCNA(204)947-1691
for more information. See www.
mcna.com under the “Types of
Advertising” tab for more details.
HIRING CLASS 1 DRIVERS?
SELLING A HOME, BOAT,
RV, OR PROPERTY? Doing
an online event? Let us help
you book your blanket clas-

ence and qualifications.
Qualifications:

environment

learn
Training will be provided.

resume to:
Dave Hayden

contacted.

Hours: Early morning start. Hours may vary
depending on production needs.

Wages: $16.50-$23.00 per hour, based on experi-

* Must have reliable transportation
* Punctual and dependable
« Able to work efficiently in a time-sensitive

« Strong attention to detail and willingness to

Interested applicants are invited to submit their

Email: dave@theboarstation.ca

We thank all applicants for their interest; however,
only those selected for an interview will be

sified ads, Response Builder
Ads or Power Builder Ads
across Manitoba, to increase
your marketing presence. Let
people know about your busi-
ness, itemforsale orevent, by
placing an ad with us! Your
ad will be seen in the MCNA
Member Newspapers, in over

368,000+ homes in Manitoba.
Please Call THISNEWSPAPER
NOW to book, or call MCNA at
(204) 947-1691 for more details
ortobookads. Takeadvantage of
our great pricing! MCNA - Mani-
tobaCommunity Newspapers
Association. www.mcna.com
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Create instant top of
mind awareness
Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $339.00
(includes 45 lines of
space)

The ads blanket the
province and runin
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers

Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

Private mortgage lender. All
real estate types considered.
No credit checks done. Deal
direct with lender and get quick
approval. (403) 543-0927 www.
firstandsecondmortgages.ca
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Apples - Part |

Did you know that
right here on the prai-
ries we can grow apples
that are as good as those that are grown anywhere in the
world? Believe it or not, but we can compare our quality
of apples to those grown in the Okanagan, the Annapolis
Valley and other places around the world.

In order to appreciate what it takes to grow delicious
apples it is important to realize that all of the cultivars
of apples that we see in the grocery store are not grown
from seed but instead are propagated asexually or also
commonly called produced by clones. The reason this
is necessary is that in order for an apple tree to produce
apples it needs to be cross-pollinated with another apple
tree. What this means from a genetics perspective is that
there is huge diversity contained within that apple seed
and each seed will grow into something that is unique
from every other seed within that apple. It may produce
fruit that is completely unique or it may not produce any
fruit at all.

To grow qualityapple trees on the prairies, itisrequired
to first and foremost, choose apples that can survive our
extreme winters. Cultivars that are rated to survive in
zones 2 and even zone 3 are the best choices as the last
thing we would wish to experience is having to plant a
new tree a few years into the growth. Think about what
you want to do with the apples — eat them fresh, or use
them for baking. There are many types of apples and
knowing what you wish to have as a product isimportant.

Spring is always the best time to plant. Apples should
be planted in full sun and as early as possible once we
get our true spring. They prefer a well-drained, loamy
soil and for the best apples, they should receive water
throughout the growing season. Avoid low-lying “frost
pockets” to ensure your blossoms are not susceptible to
a late spring frost.

Apples are grafted trees. The top part of the tree is the

Submitted
By PATRICIA HANBIDGE

importantpartfortheapply
type, and the rootstock or
bottom part is important
for cold hardiness, so your
apple tree can survive our
cold winters. Identify the
“graft union” which will
appear as a bump at the
bottom of the trunk where
the apple variety is joined
to the rootstock. The graft
union should be planted
two tofourinchesabove the
soil line. Ensure you do not
overfill the planting hole
as there should be a slight
depression over the root
zone to help with watering.

Young trees will need
significant amounts of
water. Provide at least an
inch of water each week,
by deep-soaking the base.

Cover the base of the tree
in a one-meter diameter
with organic mulch but
ensure you do not put the
mulch right up against the trunk. Pest damage or rot
could become a problem if the mulch sits up against the
trunk of the tree.

Applesrequire adifferentvariety ofapple thatisbloom-
ing at the same time to get good cross-pollination. Plant
two compatible varieties within fifty feet of each other.
It is also possible to buy trees that have more than one
variety of apple grafted together which negates the need
for other trees nearby for cross pollination as long as the
blossoms are blooming at the same time.

Prairie wildlife love to munch on young apple bark.
Wrapping the lower trunkswith plastic tree guards orwire
in late fall will help ensure your tree survives the winter
in good shape. Rabbits, voles and other little critters love

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Councll Meetmg

EE
D

FOO
BANK

Rivers Food Bank
9:30 - 11:30am

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Apple pie, apple butter, apple juice, and apple sauce are apple-solutely the best.

to gnaw on the apples in winter and if we have significant
snowfall, they can reach up the trunk to areas that may
not be protected by the tree guard, so keep vigilant.

Apple trees require annual pruning. The absolute best
time to prune is late spring before the buds break. At this
time, the tree is growing rapidly, so pruning wounds will
heal quickly. Watch for an upcoming article on pruning
best practice.

Hanbidge is the Lead Horticulturist with Orchid
Horticulture. Find us at www.orchidhort.com; by email
atgrowyourfuture@gmail.com on facebook @orchidhort
and on instagram at #orchidhort.

Tune into GROW Live on our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/orchidhort

Weekend Event

om e

MILK RUN Oak River, Shoal Lake, Srathclair, Hamiota, Harding, Oak Lake
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