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Game day: February 20th at 8:30pm, at Riverdale Community Centre.
Tickets available at the door.
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Serving the Rivers, Rapid City, Forrest, Kenton, Oak River, Hamiota and Oak Lake areas for 116 years

St. James Anglican Church annual supper on February 17, 2026.

By Carolyn Phillips
RIVERS BANNER

s the vibrant colors of winter fade and spring
Aipproaches, it’s time to mark an important date
n the Christian calendar: Shrove Tuesday, also
known as Pancake Day. This year, St. James Anglican
Churchinvited everyone tojoin in theirannual pancake
supper on Tuesday, February 17, 2026. It’s an event not
just for nourishment, but for community, reflection,
and preparation for the Lenten season that follows.

Inside...

BUSINESS IN

But why do we celebrate with pancakes? Shrove
Tuesday is the feast day before Ash Wednesday, the
start of Lent—the 40-day period during which Chris-
tians reflect on the sacrifice of Jesus, including his
time offasting in the desert. This sacred time involves
prayer and fasting, symbolizing both a recognition of
sin and an invitation for spiritual growth. The term
“shrove” originated from the practice of “shriving,”
which signifies confessing sins and seeking absolu-
tion. This day serves as a reminder to examine our
lives, seek forgiveness, and prepare our hearts for the

Shrove Tuesday at St. James Anglican Ghurch

PHOTO BY CAROLYN PHILLIPS

journey through Lent.

Fat Tuesday, as it’s also called, allows us that final
indulgence before the fasting begins. Traditionally, it’s
aday to consume therich foodsand ingredients—like
meats, eggs, and fats—that will be set aside during
Lent. By enjoying pancakes, which can be adorned
with rich toppings, attendees can savor the bounties
of the season while cleansing their homes and hearts
for the weeks ahead.

Read more on pancake breakfast on page 5...

NEW

HAMIOTA

METIS
CELEBRATE

LOUIS RIEL




2 Rivers BANNER FEBRUARY 27, 2026

Redline Transport 2026 Driver Recognition

Staff Christmas party January 2026.

Submitted
By AL LEPP

On Jan 17, 2026, the
team from Redline Trans-
port Ltd met for their
annual Christmas celebra-
tion. During thisevent, two
driverswererecognized for
theirprofessionaldriving to
this point in their careers.

Steven Rainka of Nee-
pawa is a Lease Operator
and was presented with a
gift certificate to Peterbilt
MB Ltd for over 5 years of

safe and professional ser-
vice to Redline Transport
and the Trucking Industry.
Since April 2019 Steven has
safely accumulated over
1,000,000kms.

Dallas Davidson of Oak
River is a Company Driver
who started with Redline
Transport in September
2015.Since thattime he has
rolled on over 1,300,000
kms in a safe and pro-
fessional manner. Dallas
was presented with a gift
certificate to Peterbilt MB

Ltd, and a 10 Year Plaque
for his service to Redline

Transport Ltd and the
Trucking Industry.

Congratulations to Ste-
ven and Dallas on these
accomplishments.

The life of a Transport
Driver is a lot more than
driving.Itinvolveslongand
unpredictable hours, road
conditions, weather and
loading or unloading cir-
cumstances. Drivers make
numerous decisions dur-
ing their day of work. The

Ingredients

cheese

Directions

degrees C).

sheet.

BN S HIMUEEINIBIZZRs)

4 English muffins, split
1/2 cup canned pizza sauce
2 cups shredded mozzarella

16 slices pepperoni sausage

1. Gather all ingredients. Preheat
the oven to 375 degrees F (190

2. Arrange the English muffin
halves cut-side up on a baking

3. Sprinkle with mozzarella cheese
and top with pepperoni slices.
4. Bake in the preheated oven until cheese is melted and browned on
the edges, about 10 minutes.

RAPID CITY &

success of a professional
driver also relies very heav-
ily on the people they are
surrounded by, whether at
home oratthe terminal. We
appreciate the support of
these people helping keep
our units rolling safely up
and down the road.

Take alook around atall
the goods which are avail-
able on store shelves, ware-
houses, binyards, factories,
fuelstationsetc,and realize
thata Transport Driver has
played a crucial role in the
supply of that product.

In other words:

“Whatever you got, a
truck probably brought.”

Dallas Davidson recognized for 10 years of hard work.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Steven Rainka recognized for 5 years of hard work.

INTERPRETIVE SPECIALIST
Oak Hammock Marsh

Stonewall, MB

AREA LIONS CLUB

TRIVIA NIGHT

$
Saturday, March 14th

Legion Community Hall
In support of the Minnedosa Regional Hospital

Advanced Sign-up required
RSVP with team names to:
lionabrown55@gmail.com
Doors open - 6:00
Pre-trivia mini game - 6:30
Game time - 7:00
Cash bar / 50/50 draw / Silent Auction
$20/person / Max team of 10 players

THIS IS
TOURISM

and this could be you.

Behind every tourism experience are the people who make it possible.
Tourism is a $5-million-per-day industry in our province that offers
opportunities that grow as you do.

When you work in tourism, you inspire discovery, create connections and
help shape the Manitoba experiences and stories people love.

See where working in tourism can take you.
Explore opportunities at travelmanitoba.com/tourism

MANITOB/A
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Submitted
By PMH

The Community Volun-
teer Income Tax Program
(CVITP) is a free service to
help low-income individuals
with simple tax situations
complete and file their in-
come tax and benefit return.
Lastyearin the Prairie Moun-
tain Health (PMH) region,
volunteers helped process
4,350 tax returns and the
total benefits and refunds to
residents who used CVITP
to complete their taxes was
over $10million. The average
return to an individual client
was around $3,500. In Bran-
don, 14 volunteers helped
clients with their returns,
and in the rural areas, there
were 12 volunteers who gave
of their time.

CVITP is a collaboration
between community organ-
izations and the Canada
Revenue Agency. Through
this program, community
organizations such as PMH

Fro

cover of last weeks paper
OWCAS

bring together volunteers
who prepare income tax re-
turns for free. This program
helps ensure that seniors,
newcomers, students and all
low-income residents main-
tain access to all the benefits
to which they are entitled.
This includes GST refunds,
Canada Child benefit, MB
Rent assist, Disability Tax
credits, Pharmacare deduct-
ibles and more.

You can get your income
tax done FREE through this
programifyoufallunderone
of the categories:

- One person with income
under $35,000/ *Two per-
sons with income under
$45,000

- *Three persons with
income under $47,500 /
*Each additional dependent
add $2,500

Local drop off sites:

Elkhorn-BorderRegional
Library Elkhorn Branch;
March 2 to May 1; Tues.
Thurs. and Sat. between 9am
and 5pm.

Reston Health Centre;
March 2to Oct. 30; Mon.-Fri.
from 9am to 4:30pm

Hamiota Health Centre;
March 2to Oct.30; Mon.-Fri.
between 8am to 4:30pm

Virden Health Unit; 480
King Street, E. from March
2 to May 1; Mon. - Fri. 9am
to 12pm and Ipm to 4:00pm.

Ve

cancer in
100

each year

HPV causes

[]
.9 ﬁ Manitobans

Community Volunteer Income Tax
Program gearing up within PMH region

Brandon drop off sites:

The Brandon drop-offsite
islocated at 7th Street Health
Access Centre, 20-7th Street.
Drop-offs at 7th Street start
Feb. 23 and run until Oct.
30, Mon.-Fri., from 1:30pm
until4:30pm. Brandon Minor
Injury and Illness Clinic is of-
feringanappointmentservice
on Mondays from March 2 to
April 27. Call (204) 578-2590
to book an appointment.

Outside of Brandon, sev-
eral PMH sites are accepting
drop-offs starting March 2.
For a current listing of times
and dates, please visit www.
prairiemountainhealth.ca/
cvitp or check us out on Fa-
cebook, X and Instagram @
PrairieMtHealth.

Participants are asked to
bring their applicable forms
(including T3, T4,T5,T5007)
along with any receipts for
daycare expenses, charitable
donations, rent, tuition and
medical expenses not paid by
an insurance company.

If you have questions re-
garding the Community
Income Tax Volunteer Pro-
gram, can not reach/access
the sites, or would be inter-
ested in volunteering or hav-
ing the program come toyour
community, email CVITP@
pmh-mb.ca or call the 7th
Street Health Access Centre
at 204-578-4800.
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Championships Fair Guidance Angus
Impression Markable Karate Hockey
Showcasing Students Shines Award

PracticePrevention.ca

THE HAMIOTA DISTRICT HEALTH
CENTRE FOUNDATION INC.
BURSARY FUND

o Invites 4th and 5th year students enrolled
in a health-related program to apply for
this $2000.00 bursary. Contact vwilson@
inetlinkwireless.ca or bennett2@goinet.ca

« Invites Grade 12 students wishing to enroll in
a health-related program to apply
for this $1000.00 bursary.
Contact
vwilson@inetlinkwireless.
ca or bennett2@goinet.ca

DEADLINE:
MARCH 31, 2026
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By Chad Carpenter

Staying positive in tough times

hisweek marks the first of our
TIO Farmers Advocate issues
this year. Our FA editions
are published the last Friday of each
month from February through Nov-
ember. It appears in all three of our
papers, the Neepawa Banner & Press,
the Virden Empire-Advance and the
Rivers Banner. Seeing as the three
papersstartedin 1896, 1885 and 1908
respectively, I am inclined to ponder
about all the changes to farming that
have taken place since 1885.
18851salongtime ago. It’s 15 years
before my long-deceased grandpar-
ents were married. 1885 is 22 years
before my dad was born (1907). It’s
63 years before I was born.

My dad would have been able to
relate to farming in 1885 to some
extent, as he grew up on a tiny
farm near Christieville, Quebec
and farmed there with his father
using horses and even hand scythes.
When he began farming on his own
near Muir, Manitobain 1933, it was
with horses. After serving in WWII,
he went farming again at Holland,
Manitoba. His first vehicle and
machinery at Holland were horse
drawn. He did switch from horses
to a Case VA tractor in 1946, and
had a succession of tractors through
to his retirement in the mid-1980s.
His first vehicle was a Model T car
converted to a truck, I believe, but |
have no memory of it. His next car
wasa 1928 Chevy four door Landau
model. I remember that one. How I
wish I had that car today, as it was
beautiful and sits only in my memory
and my family photo album. It was
followed by a 1938 Plymouth, a 1951
International Harvester pick up, a
1958 THC truck and then a variety
of cars until his passing in 1987.

I guess all that is somewhat ir-
relevant, but the transition from
horses to tractors and various trucks

GCENTRE
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KEN W ADDELL

and cars is illustrative of how things
have changed from 1885t01985. The
transition was stark, but not as stark
as the changes we have seen in the
years since 1985.

In the passing 40 years, farming
has changed to a point where it’s
almost unrecognizable and almost
out of anyone’s price range. The
inflation in land prices has made
millionaires of some retiring farmers
and debt slaves to some of those who
have come along behind.

As I write this column, the ever
bombastic President Trump has
flung out even more tariff threats. I
can’t think of a time when we were
made more aware of international
trade relations than we are today. It’s
interesting to note that tariffs, both
inside and outside of Canada have
been pushing and pulling agriculture
on both the production and supply
side for years. In the early years of
Confederation, tariffs were wide-
spread. If T have my history straight,
it was Canada’s first prime minister,
John A. Macdonald, who imposed
tariffs on US made farm machinery
soastoprop up the eastern Canadian
manufacturers and force Canadian
farmers to buy Canadian machinery
rather than cheaper imported farm
machinery.

I can’t predict what will happen
with tariffs and trade wars but I can
be assured of a few things.

I have said many times that we

need to look after Faith, Family,
Friends and Finances, and in that
order.

Our family has faced economic
difficulties a few times in our lives.
We may face them again and I know
that my kids, grandkids and great
grands face some struggles.

But this I know, God loves us and
it’simportant to follow his teachings.
Love your neighbour as yourself,
follow the Ten Commandments.
Be aware of the pitfalls that may
lie ahead.

I have also said that the sun will
come up tomorrow and regardless of
how tough things might seem to be
unfolding, there will also be many
things to be thankful for.

To putitbluntly, if you don’t think
we live in a land of plenty, then you
haven’t observed the 40 foot long
shelves of potato chips and snack
food in most stores or the pallets of
pet food.

There is always lots to grumble
about, but it doesn’t do much good.
It’s much more productive to get
off our butts and do something
productive. Any able bodied person
who thinks they have things tough,
aren’t living with the right attitude.

Disclaimer: Theviews expressedin this
column are the writer’s personal views and
are not to be taken as being the view of

the newspaper staff.
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RITA FRIESEN

Here's to
friendships

cknow thatfrom ourveryfirstbreath to ourvery
Wlast breath, we need human contact. Deeper than
a want, it truly is an essential need.

We see how infants thrive with loving connections, how
parents and caregivers are encouraged to have skin on skin
time with the wee ones, even when there are tubes and wires
in the picture. And we know too well the longing, need,
that our elders and ill have for a hug and a hand to hold.

Not everyone is privileged to have a supportive family;
physical distances and emotional distances prevent regular
contact. Here’s the place where friendships excel. First, we
do get to choose our friends, and we do get the opportunity
to interact with them — either through the workplace, the
gym,or the coffee shops. Itisheart warming towatch agroup
of individuals sharing time and thoughts — connecting.

I'swingback to the human contact thought. Safe hugs are
becoming more common. With the work I am privileged to
do, I give, and receive wonderful hugs. I can feel an energy
shift when I am greeted with a hug before a service; I am
encouraged and strengthened. And asI gatherwith families
the hugs are also shared energy, me offering my strength,
granting them a moment to feel frail and sad, safely. And
the Sunday morning hugs! We have worshipped together,
prayed and praised together, and now rejoice in friendships
and shared values. I am a hugger... a safe hugger.

Preschool and daycare were not a part of my childhood.
Cousins were! And they became my playmates and lifelong
friends. We share a history of experiences and people. Some
school friendships last for a lifetime. I admire and respect
that. I have relocated a number of times and have lost touch
with old neighbours and classmates.Not for amoment have
I forgotten them! We made a hat full of memories; curling
bonspiels, track and field days, youth group gatherings and
community celebrations. There were ten of us students that
moved from grade two to twelve almost together, I know
their names though I have not a clue where they are, what
they do (I imagine retired!!) or if they are still with us.

As aparent I got to know other parents, some developed
into friendships. I entered into community life, and here
too, created some friendships. We all get/got so busy with
life and living that maintaining a friendship sometimes
became too much work.

AndnowIam old. Friendships are the gold in the golden
years! We may not have shared other parts of our lives,
but now we have time, and the need, for each other. I am
so blessed with friends of many ages and stages. I miss,
fiercely, the women who I considered my mentors, and, in
turn, I have become a mentor to others. My young friends
think young and allow me that freedom. With others we
commiserate about our aches and pains, and forgetfulness!
Each day I give thanks for the circle of friends that bless me
with their time and energy... and their hugs!
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Municipality of Hamiota explores reactivation of
age friendly community initiative

By Armi Adair
Hamiota EDO

The Municipality of Hamiota is
exploring the reactivation of its
Age Friendly Community initia-
tive, renewing its commitment to
enhancing supports and services for
residents of all ages. Hamiota has
been recognized as an Age Friendly
Community since Council passed its
designation in 2013, and revisiting
this status provides an opportunity
to reassess community needs and
strengthen accessibility and inclu-
sion across the community.

Reactivation would reconnect
Hamiota with the Manitoba As-
sociation of Senior Communities
(MASC), the provincial lead for
the Age Friendly Manitoba initia-
tive. MASC supports more than 85
member organizations and over 95

communities working to promote
environments where older adults
can access services, participate so-
cially, and maintain independence.

Renewed engagement with MASC would provide
Hamiota with provincial tools, best practices, and on-
going supportas the municipality considers nextsteps.

Re-energizing Hamiota’s Age Friendly designation
represents a meaningful opportunity to reaffirm the
municipality’s dedication to supporting residents at

Mayor Randy Lints, Mason Mourad, Marg Fraser (MASC), Councillor Kelvin Tiller, and Danette Brooks.

progress.

Pancake Supper at Church

continued from page 1

At St. James Anglican Church, the
atmosphere waswarm and welcoming,
embodying the spirit of community
as families and friends gathered to
share a meal. For just $10, guests
could enjoy a plate of freshly made
pancakes, complemented byjuicy saus-
ages. The supper featured a delightful
array of toppings that catered to every
taste: from tangy stewed rhubarb and
homemade preserves to rich syrups
and whipped cream. With tea and
coffee also available, it was a perfect
opportunity to connect over a deli-
cious meal.

The pancake supper is an invita-
tion not only to indulge in delicious
food but also to engage in meaning-
ful conversations about faith and
personal growth. As attendees
gathered around the tables,
theyshared stories, laugh-
ter, and the spirit of
community. This com-
munal aspect of Shrove
Tuesday perfectly en-
capsulates the essence
of the Lenten prep-
aration—coming
together to sup-
port and uplift
each other.

As we ap-
proach this
poignant time in

the Christian faith, remember that
Shrove Tuesday is more than just a
day for pancakes—it’s a chance to
reflect on our lives, seek forgiveness,
and prepare our hearts for the journey
ahead. Whether you're a long-time
member of St. James Anglican Church
or someone looking to explore this
tradition, the pancake supper is an
experience thatshould notbe missed.

Many gathered on February 17,
2026, at St. James Anglican Church
in Rivers to celebrate together with
delicious pancakes and meaningful
connections as we prepare for the
beautiful season of Lent. In flavors
and fellowship, may we find the true
essence of this time—an opportunity
for spiritual renewal and community

Jjoy.

every stage of life. Updates will be shared as plans

OnFebruary 12, Marg Fraser of MASCvisited Hami-
ota to present a $9,994.00 Community Collaboration
Grant to assist with the purchase of ten Tarlo Senior
Benches. These benches,

SUBMITTED PHOTO

designed with sturdy armrests, higherseating, and easy
mobility, will be placed in key areas frequented by all
residents and visitors—such as the baseball diamond,
aquatic centre, cenotaph, playground, and community
hall—where accessible seating is currently limited.

Money doing more. Faites-en plus dL Certified
avec votre argent. 7/\(

Assiniboine | Caisse |®:

Credit Union™ Assiniboine™ Gorporation

iee

Entreprise
Certifi

Notice of
Annual Meeting
of Members

Wednesday, March 18, 2026
Webcast Meeting at 7:00 pm
Pre-Registration required by 3:00 pm
on Wednesday, March 11, 2026.
Pre-register at agm.acu.ca

Following the close of pre-registration, verified members will be sent
instructions via email to login to the secure virtual meeting platform so as
to be able to participate in motions and ask questions during the meeting.

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of the Members of Assiniboine
Credit Union will be held on Wednesday, March 18, 2026 to:
1. transact the annual business of Assiniboine Credit Union, namely, to:

a. receive and consider the Board of Directors report, President and
CEO's report and the financial statements for the year ended
December 31, 2025 and the report of the auditor thereon;

b. announce the results of the election of four (4) Directors
to the Board of Directors,

c. appoint the auditor; and
2. transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting.

On behalf of the Board of Directors,
Amie Warkentin, Corporate Secretary
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Tulum, an amazing sight

The thirteenth century walled Mayan architectural site at Tulum National Park.

Our family and friends
recently travelled to Can-
cun Mexico for a week of
sunshine and relaxation. The weather was cool in
the morning and warm in the afternoon, making it
a fun vacation. The service was great and the people
were friendly!

One day we all went on an excursion to Tulum,
which issituated 130 kilometers south of Cancun. The
thirteenth century walled Mayan architectural site at
Tulum National Park which overlooks the sea and in-
corporates the cliff tops Castillo built in watch towers.

Thegreatestattraction atthe Tulum ruinsisitslocation,
as it is built facing the rising sun, and is the only Mayan
settlement located on the beaches of the Caribbean.

Tulum means “Wall”, a reference to its location. The

Bejonghimet

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

t
dea@l.l

on Monday

SUBMITTED PHOTO

original inhabitants called it Zama, meaning the place
of the dawning sun.

Our guide for the day was Niza, who is a Maya. Niza
was terrific! His grandfather told him when he was a lad
that he would be his educator and would teach him the
Mayan way. Niza was very well educated, with great read-
ing and writing skills. He took his time to answer all our
questions and shared some amazing history of the ruins.
At one point he sat down on the ground and picked up
a twig to draw diagrams and pictures in the sand so we
could visualize the stories he was describing to us.

I cannot explain the full meaning of what we saw,
there wasso much detail to this fascinating place. What
I will say though is if you ever get the opportunity to
vacation in Mexico, take the excursion to Tulum, you
will feel so blessed by its beauty and charm.

Rivers Rehab is a
blessing for many

Submitted
By DIANNE KOLWALCHUK

One of great assets in this community is the
Rivers Rehab Program located at the Riverdale
Health Centre. When our hospital was “closed”
many years ago, the building was re-purposed as
a rehabilitation centre. The value of this facility
in this part of the province cannot be exagger-
ated. Rivers Rehab offers patient-centred care for
those who are recovering from orthopedic surgery,
amputation, or stroke. Ata recent meeting, Rivers
Women’s Institute (WI) members had the oppor-
tunity to learn about the treatment provided and
the team that providesit. Kaitlyn Paddock, physical
therapist, and Tanya Beaulieu, occupational ther-
apist, spoke confidently about the work they do.
We are thankful that such care is provided right
here in Rivers. Kaitlyn also led the WI members
through a series of strengthening exercises that
can be done by anyone.

The February 6th WI meeting was the first for
2026. Programs have been planned for the entire
year. Each month, a different topic will be pre-
sented -- sometimes by invited guests, sometimes
by a member. We look forward to a year of learn-
ing, friendship, and support. And of course, each
meeting ends with a good visit over a cup of tea.

The March meeting will be held on the 13th at
the home of Dianne Kowalchuk. A guest will tell
us all about the recreation activities and classes
available in Rivers, with a focus on activities for sen-
iors. We will also learn about the much-anticipated
return of the handivan. Women’s Institute is an
organization that brings women together. Visitors
are always welcome.

>
Raprip City CommuniTY CHURCH

Sundays 10 a.m.
Children’s Church during the message

Bible Study - Thursdays 7:30 p.m.
C) JESUS IS LORD
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Join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

RIVERS
COMMUNITY
CHURCH

4477 Edward Street ~ 204-328-7882 r
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Yl oocate

What is traceability
and why is it
important to the
beef industry?

Empire-Advance

serving virden & area since 1885

heldawnoffalnew,
farmiseason

By Matthew Atkinson

PAST PRESIDENT, AND DISTRICT 8 DIRECTOR

MANITOBA BEEF PRODUCERS

Editor’s Note: This column
was originally published in
the February 2026 edition of
the Manitoba Beef Producers
newspaper Cattle Country,
and has been reprinted with
permassion.

In recent weeks, there
has been lots of discussion,
especially on social media
about potential Canadian
Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA) changes to Can-
ada’s livestock traceability
system. Unfortunately,
someincorrectinformation
is circulating thatsaid these
changestookeffect January
1, whichisnot the case. And
there is some misinforma-
tion about what the pro-
posed changes could mean
for beef producers in their
day-to-day operations. I
am focusing this month’s
column on why traceability
is important to our sector,
what is being proposed —
butnotyetenacted or being
enforced, and where the
matter stands today.

It is also important to
note that Manitoba Beef
Producers, along with
other industry stakehold-
ers such as the Canadian
Cattle Association (CCA)
had called for a pause
on the implementation of
proposed changes until
such time as beef industry
questions and concerns are
addressed by the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency.
The CFIA issued a state-
ment on Jan. 10 where it
said that it “will pause any

publication of the regula-
tions until the proposed
changes are more widely
understood and concerns
are heard and taken into
consideration.”

Livestock traceability
systems have three main
objectives: to reduce the
impacts of animal diseases
by assisting with disease
investigations, to pro-
vide accurate and up-to-
date livestock identity and
movement information,
and, to better protect public
health and animal health.

The three pillars of
traceability are premises
identification (PIDs), ani-
mal identification (CCIA
tags), and animal move-
ment through the record-
ing of move-in data on
cattle. An example of how
traceability is being used
1sin the investigations into
bovine tuberculosis cases
in beef cattle in Saskatch-
ewan and a dairy herd in
Manitoba.

Effective traceability
1s important for enhan-
cing disease prepared-
ness efforts and helping
to minimize the number
of affected producers if a
disease arises. Traceabil-
ity systems have also been
used to share information
about floods and fires in
provinces where livestock
may have been at risk due
to these types of disasters.

Continued
on Farmers’
Advocate third page

PHOTO BY ROB WADDELL

This beautiful sunrise, seen along Highway #16 between Neepawa and Minnedosa promises a new day.

ELECTRICLTD

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Serving the Westman and Parkland Regions for over 45 years.
Neepawa, MIB Dauphin, MB
204-476-3391 204-572-5028

Authorized GENERAC Sales & Service
Providing power back up systems for your farm and home

— W JOHN'S-"Wr——

SERVING
Agriculture,
Construction,
Trucks & More

* Truck Safeties
* MPI Accredited

Shop 204-368-2361 « Cell 204-212-2020

D.M.W. Repair

Licensed Journeyman « Reasonable Rates

* Equipped with Hydraulic Flow-meter &
Pressure Gauges for Hydraulic Testing.

« Electrical Troubleshooting

« Air Conditioning Repair *Scan Tools for Autos

* Hydraulic hose repair

» We now have a scan tool for semi trucks,
agricultural equipment and construction
equipment.

Corner of 91N & 82W ¢ RM Of Glenella-Lansdowne
4 Miles North of Arden on Hwy 352 & 2 Miles West
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Letter: Closing Ag research stations may hamper Ag industry

Editor’s note: This let-
ter is directed for Heath
MacDonald, theMainister of
Agriculture and Agri-Food.
This letter was also shared
with the Farmers’ Advocate to

be shared with the readership:

Dear Minister Mac-
Donald, I am writing to
express my deep concern
regarding the govern-
ment’s unilateral decision
to close three Agricultural
Research Facilities and
four Research Farms
across Canada.

Agriculture and food
production play a foun-
dational role in Canada’s
economy and, more im-
portantly, in the health
and well-being of Can-
adians. Citizens who
pay taxes rightly expect
access to safe, wholesome,
high-quality food. As the
founder and editor of a
farm magazine, Charles
Walters, once said: “The
function of a producer
1S not just to grow bins
and bushels; it is to grow
quality food that pro-
duces minds capable of
thought and reason.”
When one considers the
current physical and
mental health challenges
facing our society, it is
evident that significantly
more—notless—research
isrequired. Research and
industry together play a
critical role in meeting
that objective.

Equally important is
the human element. A
substantial amount of
specialized human capital
is at stake. The scientists,
technicians, and support
staff working at these fa-
cilities represent decades
ofaccumulated expertise.
Decisions of this mag-
nitude demand careful
evaluation of both the
people and the long-term
consequences of eliminat-
ing this capacity.

Innovationisnot merely
important—it is the life-
line of any industry and
country. Research should
be viewed much like the
purchase of capital equip-
ment: through the lens
of return on investment.
A trusted expert in this
field has advised me that
investments in agricul-
tural research historically
generate returns of 20—30
to 1, even after account-
ing for the time value of
money.

Each research facility
should be evaluated on its

individual merits, based
on the projects underway,
by a qualified committee
of “big-picture” thinkers
with along-term mandate.
It i1s difficult to believe
that such an evaluation
was completed prior to
the closure decision. How-
ever, it is not too late. |
strongly encourage your
department to involve
industry and citizens
over the next year in a
transparent evaluation
process, culminating in a
public report that clearly
identifies:

The value of currentre-
search programs Projects
that could be paused Work
that may be outdated and
suitable for termination

Our soils, water, live-
stock, and food safety
systems are Canada’s most
basic and irreplaceable
resources. These must be
preserved at all costs—
for future generations
and for the international
customers who rely on
Canadian exports. Every-
thing begins with the soil,
supported by responsible
water and livestock man-
agement.

I am also concerned
about the fate oflong-term
joint ventures currently
underway between gov-
ernment, industry, and
individuals. If projects are
terminated mid-stream,
any resources contributed
by third parties must be
repaid. Moreover, in-
dependent, third-party
research is essential in
agriculture—as in any
industry—to verify results
and maintain public trust.
Withoutit, Canadians are
shortchanged, innovation
is stifled, and research
risks becoming dominated
solely by large corpora-
tions whose first respon-
sibility is to shareholders.

Irecognize the difficult
balance requiredin public
decision-making between
ideology, necessity, ac-
ceptability, and afford-
ability. However, the first
step must be the creation
of a qualified, independ-
ent committee to examine
cach facility—its projects,
people, infrastructure,
and future potential—and
report back with find-
ings, potential savings,
and recommendations
for modernization where
appropriate and available
to all segments of society.

To underscore the im-
portance of this issue,

consider the following:

In 2024, Agriculture
and the agri-food system
generated $149.2 billion
In economic activity—
seven per centof Canada’s
GDP—withprimary agri-
culture contributing $31.7
billion.Every dollar of
sales at the primary end
creates 4.70 dollars of
economic activity in the
agri-food system.

Agriculture and Food
Processing represent Can-
ada’s largest manufactur-
ing employer, supporting
2.3 million jobs (1 in nine
Canadian jobs).

Agriculture and Sea-
food exports exceed $100
billion annually.

Future : With the right
investment, industry re-
ports suggest agricul-
ture has the potential
to outperform the auto
and aerospace sectors
combined.

These facts clearly dem-
onstrate that primary-
level research in soil,
water, and livestock 1is
essential to producing
competitively priced,
high-quality raw prod-
ucts—allowing the entire
food system to thrive for
Canadians and export
markets alike.

All Canadians are fa-
cing uncertain and chal-
lenging times, particular-
ly given global instability
and our unpredictable
relationship with our
southern neighbour. We

have weathered difficult
periods before, and we
will again. That is pre-
cisely why I am urging
you to pause, listen, and

o

@MARMACFARMS
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ADVANCE X SIERA 136H

KOB 22N - RAG

examine all options before
permanently dismantling
research facilities that
safeguard Canada’s soils,
water, livestock, food

safety, and long-term eco-
nomic resilience.
Harvey Dann
West St. Paul, MB

DILIMIS/

wneusdims.ca_J

Wilcox Simmentals
P 204-750-1658
anthony_wilcox8@hotmail.com

Twin Meadows Livestock
P 204-723-2386
C 204-526-7060
or 204-723-0029

Twin Oak Livestock
P 204-723-2275
C 204-526-5010
twinoaklimousin@hotmail.ca

twinmeadowlivestock@gmailcom

BASKM Land & Cattle Inc.

baskmlandcattleinc@gmail.com

C

Lil Chicks Cattle Co.
Shaelyn 204-870-2198
Megan 204-637-2046

Stfarms5@gmail.com

Brad 204-212-2214
Matthew 306-452-5312

ARCH 95

BEAUTIFUL PLAINS AG COMPLEX

Sale Managed By: T Bar C Cattle Co Ltd. Watch and bid online at dims.ca

SALE TIME 1PM
NEEPAWA, MB

Big Dream Livestock
P 519-373-2526
bigdreamlivestock@gmail.com
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Beef industry traceability rules need more study

Continued from
Farmers’ Advocate
front page

Morethan40percentofCanada’s
beef cattle production is exported
annually, so maintaining market
access 1s key. Livestock traceability
systems support Canada’s disease
status reporting to international
bodies and export markets, which is
important for maintaining trading
opportunities and supporting eco-
nomic sustainability in ourindustry.
Thefasteradiseaseinvestigation can
bedone andinformationsharedwith
trade partners, the better.

The federal traceability require-
ments currently in effect for cattle
were introduced in 2000. The pro-
posed amendments to Part XV of
the Health of Animals Act— Trace-
ability Regulations have been under
discussion between the CFIA and
members of the beef value chain
for several years. This has included
ongoinginput from provincial cattle
associations like MBP and vari-
ous national associations. In 2016,
nineteen industry organizations
endorsed the Cattle Implementation
Plan, thesector’spreferred approach
to traceability system adjustments.
The beef industry has continually
provided feedback as the proposed
changes have been moving through
the government’sregulatory change

process, such as the gazetting pro-
cess. This will continue.

So what types of changes have
been proposed, but not taken effect?
Key changes for producers include:
* Arequirementtogetorkeep current
apremisesidentification (PID)num-
berfromthe provincial government.
* A requirement to include your
PID numberwhen you are purchas-
ing approved indicators (tags) and
when you are reportinginformation
related toidentification of cattle and
their movement, and
* Reporting the arrival of cattle (i.c.
move-in reporting) within seven
days.

It is important to note that under
the proposed traceability system up-
dates that movement reporting into
the Canadian Livestock Tracking
System (CLTYS) is not required for
animal movements within the same
farm. As proposed, you won’t be ex-
pected to report calves within hours
of birth. Calves may be tagged and
recorded before leaving the farm,
just like now. You will only have to
report new animals coming onto
your operation (move-in).

There is a proposed exception
though for cattle going to/from ro-
deos/fairs/exhibitions, to commun-
ity pastures (whichisdone asagroup,
not individual tag numbers), and to
veterinary clinics, where both their

NOTHING CONTROLS WILD OATS IN
WHEAT LIKE DUAL-MODE CAZADO™.

You needed a breakthrough to keep your fields cleaner,
and ADAMA delivered. With best-in-class results and
first-ever innovation, CAZADO™ controls Group 1 and
Group 2 resistant wild oats like never before.

It feels good to be in control.

[=] 3 =]

Scan the QR code to contact 4
Gerald Hildebrand, your local
ADAMA Area Business Manager.

CAZADO.CA

[=]

Always read and follow label directions. CAZADO is a trademark of ADAMA
Agricultural Solutions Canada Ltd. ©2026 ADAMA Agricultural Solutions Canada Ltd.

departure from your operation and
their return will need to be reported
into the CLT'S. We recognize there
are some questions about these re-
quirements and it is important there
isindustry alignment on these types
of concerns.

As proposed under new regula-
tions, if you sell your calves through
an auction market, the auction will
report those calves moving in as
a group. The purchaser of those
calves will then report individual
tag numbers when they move onto
that operation.

As for the existing regulations
and for which no changes are being
proposed, cattle must still be tagged
before leaving the site of origin. You
also need to report tag retirement
when animals are slaughtered, ex-
ported or die.

The CFIA has a webinar that
gives a good overview of what
the proposed changes mean. I
strongly encourage you to check it
out. See: https:/7www.youtube.com/
walch?v=5w3A Lso7lg0& =05

MBP’s website also has more
information about what’s being
proposed. Go to: https://mbbeef.
ca/our-news/
understanding-
proposed-up-
dates-to-live-
stock-traceabil-

ity-regulations

Follow along on MBP% social
media for updates as well. Get a
premises identification via Mani-
toba Agriculture at https://wwew.
gov.mb.ca/agriculture/food-safety/
traceability/premuses-identyfication. hitml

Beginreportingmove-ineventsto
the Canadian Cattle Identification
Agency (CCIA). See https://www.
canadaid.ca/ . Get familiar with
the Canadian Livestock Tracking
System (CLTS)orthe CLTSMOBO
app which allows for online report-
ing. The CLTS is managed by the
CCIA and it is not a government
database. Some of you may opt to
use apps and programs which can
integrate reporting with the CLT'S.
The information you reportis confi-
dential, protected and only accessed
if a disease traceback is needed.

As of now, publication of the final
traceabilityamendmentsin Canada
Gazette 11 is not expected any ear-
lier than this spring. As noted, the
CFIA has paused this process for
an undetermined length of time
to get more input. MBP and other
industry stakeholders will continue
to provide that to them based on

feedbackfromourmembers. Ifthere
is another public comment period, I
also strongly urge you to make your
questions and concerns known to
the CFIA. There is supposed to be
aone-yearwindow betweenpublica-
tion ofregulatory changesand when
they would come into effect. The
beefindustry has requested a robust
education and awareness process to
give alltimetoprepare. Aswell, MBP
has also advocated with the CFIA
foraperiodofsoftenforcementwhile
producers get familiarized with any
changes made.

Whatever traceability system
changes are enacted must be prac-
tical for producers, not add more
regulatory burden and should
provide clear value for the sector,
such as assisting with timely dis-
case investigations and ensuring
confidence among our trading
partners. Having awell functioning
traceability systemisveryimportant
for the Ganadian beef industry for
the reasons I've explained in this
column. If you have questions or
concerns, please continue to reach
out to us, and explore the resources
I’'ve identified here to learn more.

March 17-19

REAL District, Regina, SK

Prepare for spring and a more productive growing season!
Discover inspirational networking opportunities with industry
leaders and access innovative ag products to improve the way
you work now. Enjoy fun events and live entertainment.

Canada's Farm Show, Regina, SK presented by Bunge brings global
insights to local farming, delivering an unmissable experience.

LEARN MORE

CanadasFarmShowReginaSK.ca

CANADA'S

FARM SHOW
REGINA, SK
Presented by B@NGE



10

Rivers BANNER FEBRUARY 27, 2026

WANTRTOISTANDIOUIT)

ABOVE

Adventisethere!

204=47,6=340/1

[HE{COMBEfTITION

-

Q Searchis search

Q  Social is social

Q. Only news is news

.

L
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Consolidate the pieces of your

FINANCIAL PUZZLE

Let's work together to simplify your monthly payments
into one and take charge of your budget.

Connect with one of our lending experts today to consolidate your loan.
Sunrise can help you make the pieces fit!

Visit sunrisecu.mb.ca to contact a lending expert near you!
Some conditions apply.
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Three personal care businesses celebrated in Hamiota

SUBMITTED PHOTO

At the Grand Opening on Feb. 1 Kareena Sims with Root 21 Hair Studio and Katie Wright with Movement

Massage.

By Anne Davison
RIVERS BANNER

A new hair salon was welcomed into Hamiota with
a grand opening held Feb.1. It’s a service you can’t
live without. As current stylists have limited hours,
there was a real need for Root 21 Hair Studio. No
surprise, hair stylist Kareena Sims says February dates
filled up quickly.

She’s appreciative of help from Hamiota Economic
Developmentfor promoting her grand opening. “They
did the plumbing, and cut the counter,” a modifica-
tion her space required.

“And so then, we did all the painting. Well, we - my
dad -did all the painting and hanging all the shelves,”
says Kareena, also thankful for his help.

While opening her own studioisadream come true,
she values her time spent with CB Aspire Salon and
Spain Rivers. Kareena is rural, through and through

with her partner, Scott Lane, a horse trainer.

The grand opening in the business complex at 221
Elm Street included Movement Massage Therapy.
Katie Wright, a certified RMT, began in the Hamiota
location in July. Anotherwelcome service in any town.

Katie says, “My path began by attending the Wel-
lington College of Remedial Massage Therapy in
Winnipeg and then continued on to attend the
Western College of Remedial Massage Therapy in
Regina.” Katie also has a horse connection; she’s a
breakaway roper.

From Oak River, JoAnn Drul’s Country Bliss Esthet-
ics was first in the Elm Street building. She started
up nearly four years ago, providing a variety of skin
care products and services as well as manicures and
pedicures. She’s happy with her clientele.

“I feel like I'm as busy as I want to be right now at
this stage in my life, because I'm still nursing as well.”
She works at Hamiota’s PCH, Birch Lodge, and enjoys

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON
JoAnn Drul of Country Bliss Esthetics works with high
quality skin care products.

her work there as well.

With Hamiota’s EIm Street suite of offices ready
and waiting for tenants, one business attracted the
next and the next. Now the building is beginning to
take on character as a personal care service centre.

Hamiota has become a centre for health and well-
nesswith the hospital, emergency service and medical
clinic, and provides additional health related services.

Dynamic Physiotherapy has expanded and recently
purchased the Hamiota Healing office building at
49, 3rd Street. Physiotherapists are Cam McGhee and
Jacinta Doupe. Former building owner Jennifer Mc-
Connell Andrew provides massage therapy and Spinal
Flow therapy; and Dr. Stewart McMillan’s service is
Harvest Chiropractic.

Armi Adair, for Hamiota Economic Development
Corporation, is pleased tosee the recentdevelopments.
She noted that now, Hamiota hopes for a dental prac-
tice to return within the medial clinic.

How reading benefits young brains

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Submitted
By METRO CREATIVE

Readingisabeloved pastime that’shaving amo-
ment. Anumber of variables have helped to renew
people’s interest in reading. BookTok, a popular
subcommunity on the social media platform Tik-
Tok in which users create videos to recommend
and discuss books, is one such variable.

The BookTok trend has helped to spark and
revive many people’s interest in reading, and
that’s paid dividends for the bookseller Barnes
& Noble, which plans to open 60 new stores in
2026 after opening 30 new stores in 2023, 61 in
2024 and 67 in 2025. Reading more also pays
considerable dividends for readers, particularly
school-aged book lovers. Research has found that
reading has a notable impact on brain develop-
ment in children.

Reading can foster critical thinking skills. Read-
ing fosters critical thinking skills by engaging
readers in a story and encouraging them to ask
questions about its characters and plot. The tu-
toring experts at Readability, who specialize in
helping a diverse group of readers in making the
shift from learning to read to reading to learn,
note that reading helps students assess situations
logically and form reasoned opinions.

Reading can help build language skills. Reading
helps children build their vocabularies by enabling
them to read newwords. Reading aloud to children
can be especially beneficial for young children,
but reading to themselves also encourages kids
to learn new words. As children read and learn
new words, their language skills expand.

Reading fosters a sense of wonder about the
world. The wide range of literary genres, from
sci-fi to fantasy to history, can instill in children a
sense of curiosity and wonder about the world they
live in. That can spark interest in other subjects
atschool, including science, mathematicsand art.

Reading can benefityoungsters’ attention spans.
Modern children are inundated with stimuli that
doesnotnecessarily foster longer attention spans.
Social mediavideosand even some children’s tele-
vision programming may have an adverse effect
on kids’ ability to build a strong attention span.
Reading helps kids to strengthen their focus by
requiring them to concentrate on a narrative and
process information as the story unfolds. That
requires kids to maintain their attention for far
longer than the average social media video.

Reading has a profound impact on the develop-
ment of young children’s brains. That makes it
both an enjoyable and effective pastime.
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WESTMAN HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

The Hamiota Huskies
are on a roll right now
anditcould notcomeata
better time. On February
19, the Huskies defeated
last season’s champions,
Vincent Massey Vikings,
by a 4-2 score. Duncan
McLean led the way of-
fensively scoring twice
and assisting on another
goal. Aaron Roelsscored
a goal and also had an

assist. Josh Mathison
scored the other Huskie
goal. Assists were cred-
ited to Reid Hutchings,
Sam Rivas and Nash
McMaster. The two teams
split the eightminor pen-
alties called in the game.
Next up for the Husk-
ieswasagame againstthe
Renegades, with Hami-
ota walking away with a
hard fought victory by a
score of 2-1. There were
only 3 minor penalties
called in the game.

Aaron Roels and Josh
Mathison scored the
goals with Reid Hutch-
ingsand Duncan McLean
picking up the assists.
The Huskies improved
their overall record to 15
wins and 12 losses. They
currently sitin ninth but
are only 2 points behind
the Golden Bearsand the
Raiders.

Keep it rolling guys,
it’s the right time of the
season to get on a win-
ning roll!

SOFUL Lo

WINTER OLYMPICS

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

The Winter Olympics
have come and gone.
Whatagreatgroup of ath-
letesrepresented Canada.
We are all very proud of
their accomplishments.
There were the celebra-
tions of victory and the
agony of defeat along the
way. Some of the events
that take place are mind
boggling how these ath-
letes perform at the levels
they compete.

Congratulationsto Tra-
vis Sanheim, formerly of
Elkhorn, who was just
outstanding for the men’s
hockey team on winning
a silver medal in Milano.

Travismade all of Canada
proud but for all of the
people of Elkhorn and
surrounding area even
more proud.
Congratulations to all
the competitors from
all the nations on a job
well done. Also to all the
officials and volunteers,
thank you for your com-
mitment to the games.
One thing I noticed
was that after the events
were done and medals
were decided and be-
ing handed out how all
the amateur athletes
would congratulate one
another, be it a pat on
the back, a handshake
or giving each other a
hug. What a great sign of

sportsmanship?

Two things I did not
like were the trash talking
that came out in curling
and hockey. To me this
is not acceptable. The
media can stop it, but
they do not. I guess they
figure this needs to be
shown over and over. It
takesaway from the other
athletes who work and
train so hard to achieve
their goal.

All in all it has been a
great two weeks of enter-
tainment but it is time to
get back to normal pro-
gramming like the stretch
for the NHL playoffs and
watch the boys of summer,
as they have started the
grapefruit season!

Starting Seeds
- Part |l

By PATRICIA HANBIDGE

Last week our column focused on some of the basics
surrounding starting your own seeds. We talked about
plants needing light, water, warmth, oxygen and food to
grow and a little bit about the seed itself. Growing your
own plants from seed is magical.

Most gardeners derive great satisfaction from growing
plants. They grow just for ornamental value but also for
growing food that graces our tables when we cook for
both friends and family. Starting seeds allows a greater
degree of satisfaction and enables the gardener and the
chef to know exactly what products were used on the
plants from the beginning of life. Growing your own is
alsoamoresustainablealternative to purchasing food that
has been grown many miles away and had to undergo an
unbelievable amount of transportation in order to get to
our local grocer.

YYou might be wondering why it is a good idea to start
seeds. After all, it is a bit of work and you do need to
purchase some gear in order to do it right. First and fore-
most, starting seeds will allow you to extend the growing
season. This is a good thing as our frost-free days range
from around 90 to 120 on the prairies. Many of the desir-
able crops you might like to grow need more than that
amount of time to mature. Also, ifyou are a gardener, you
already know that what you wish to grow that cannot be
seeded into the garden in spring might not be available
for you to purchase as bedding plants. We all like to be
individual and grow in our gardens whatever we choose,
so starting your own seeds will give you much more vari-
ability in your garden.

Another consideration to think about is the import-
ance of maintaining diversity in our seed sources. Grow-
ing heritage or heirloom plants allows a refurbishment
of seeds that otherwise might be lost forever. In the age
of genetically modified seeds and the ease of travel may
make us more aware of the importance of ensuring our
roots, our history, heritage and ultimately our seeds are

maintained appropriately for future generations.

Other than the generalization thatgermination begins
with the uptake of water, there are a host of conditions
thatare necessary for successful germination. To simplify
things foryou, let’s think of whatyou are growing as being
eitherwarm or cool-season crops. Warm season cropslike
sweet corn, lima beans, tomatoes, peppers, melons, okra,
eggplant will generally need a warmer season of growth
and typically a slightlywarmer germination temperature.
Cool season crops will generally need the opposite. The
other common variable you may encounter is the need
to either have light conditions or dark conditions for that
magical process to begin.

Once thatlife has begun then itis important for you to
provide every little thing that will be needed in order to
grow healthy plants that are ready to be transplanted out
into the garden. Many times, people do not realize the
essentialneed to grow theselittle plantsunder growlights.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Generally, my grow lights sit just above the canopy and
I raise the lights as the plants grow. This ensures strong,
sturdy plants that are not long, slender and droopy when
grown with not enough light.

Asfar asbroad planning of planting dates, plant celery,
eggplant,leeks, peppersand tomatoesinmid Marchandin
April, broccoli, cantaloupe, cauliflower, lettuce, pumpkins,
squash and watermelon. This timing will give you sturdy
plants for planting out around the long weekend in May.
This will of course vary with the temperature, light and
other environmental conditions where you are growing.

Hanbidge is the Lead Horticulturist with Orchid
Horticulture. Find us at www.orchidhort.com; by email
atgrowyourfuture@gmail.com onfacebook @orchidhort
and on instagram at #orchidhort.

Tune into GROW Live on our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/orchidhortorcheck out the Youtube
channel GROW...
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This week I would like to
share about someone who
influenced me even though I
never refereed with him. I was
sad to hear that Larry Nickol
from Killarney passed away
recently. Larryplayed the game
buthisfirstlovewasbaseball. He
played in championship games
butalsoumpiredin those cham-
pionship games as well.

One day as I was about to
continue to umpire baseball
games,Iwasinvited togotoan
umpires’ school. There were a
fewofusthatwent,aswewould
be umpiring the Manitoba
Senior Baseball League, in-
cluding working games in the
Provincial playoffs. We spent
time going over the rule book
and theinterpretation ofthose
rules and how they applied to
the game of baseball.

Larry was running the
clinicand hesaid onesentence
thatstuck with me all through
hockey and baseball seasons.
He asked a question. “Whatis
fair?” I had never heard that

with me! Itwas a statement for
the ages with me. Thank you
Larryforbeingagreatmentor.
It shifted my thought process
inumpiring baseballgamesas
well as refereeing.

In hockey we see it all the
time, the punches in the face
afterawhistle thatareignored,
yet if someone retaliates, they
get called. Why in the world is
thefirstpunchnotcalled? Why
is retaliation always called?
That is not fair and an official
can make this biased decision,
based on thatway of officiating.

The fighting instigator
penalty always made no sense
to me. The instigator gets a
2-minute penalty and, more
often than not, it is not called
correctly. What was the initial
penalty that would be called,
that would be the instigator
penalty. Nowhereisascenario.
I slash, crosscheck, punch or
any other minor penalty and
go after you and drop the
glovesandwe engageinafight.
Who is the instigator? Well,
in my opinion the player who
started the whole thing with
a slash, punch etc would be
the instigator and should be
penalized accordingly.

Back to Larry. I worked
some Provincial league finals
and Manitoba senior baseball
finals. Workingwith Larrywas
always fun. He was never in a
rush to make the call unless it
was a bang, bang play at first.

One night in Brandon the

Riverside Canucks. Larry was
the first base umpire, I was
calling second and third base.
Well, we had abang, bang play
atfirstand Larrywastaking his
own sweet time about making
the call. Was the runner safe
or out? After which seemed
like an eternity, Larry called
the runner out, which in my
opinion was the correct call.

At the end of the inning, I
walked over to Larry and said,
great call Larry, that was a
banger. Hesmiledandnodded
his head and said thank you. I
said, I do have a question for
you, why the delay in the call.
Did you go for coffee or some-
thing? Did you forgetwhatyou
were going to call, or were you
distracted in some way ?

Larry said, I was just trying
tokeep the crowdin suspense,
keep them on the edge of their
seats. Now run along back to
your base and do your job!
Larry was grinning from ear
toear. We had alotoflaughsin
the clubhouse after the game.
He said I just wanted to replay
the callin my mind, itwas that
close a play, which it was.

The world is not a better
place without him, but his
memory stays with me. Larry,
it was my pleasure working
with you, and thank you for
teaching me. It has always
stuck with me, what you said
atthatumpires school so long
ago, back in the 1990’s. Rest
in Peace big guy, itwas a lot of

— GLASSIFIEDS —

Help Wanted

R.M. of Oakview
PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT

AND ROAD MAINTENANGE
OPERATOR- FULL TIME

a population of approximately 1630 residents.

Under supervision of the Manager of Public Works the successful applicant will operate municipal
equipment, perform regular maintenance on all municipal equipment and any attachments, maintain
municipal roads and ditches. General duties include operating municipal equipment as and when required to
maintain roads and ditches, streets, lanes, public spaces (grading in the summer and snow plowing in the winter).
Check on road signs and replace any that are in disrepair or are missing, mark roads with proper signage if required,

recondition machinery in off season, and all other duties as prescribed.

Although work will be primarily assigned in a designated area, either urban, utlity, or rural, assistance may be required
by other Public Works Departments. Assistance must be given based on qualifications, availability, ability, and need.

Applicants should have experience operating and maintaining heavy equipment including, but not limited to, graders,
loaders, gravel trucks, mowers, etc. Have good mechanical aptitude. Be wiling to learn and continue professional
development efforts. Have a valid Class 5 Manitoba Driver's License, and Class 3 Drivers License would be an asset.

The right candidate can expect a comprehensive salary and benefits package consistent with the collective agreement

to be negotiated.

Individuals interested in this position should send a resume and cover letter to CAO Mark Humphries RM of Oakview,
PO Box 179, Oak River, MB, ROK 1T0, or email cao@rmafoakview.ca. The selection committee intends to review
applications as early as February 18, 2026; however, applications will continue to be accepted until the right candidate

is found.

We thank all who apply and advise that only those selected for further consideration will be contacted.

The Rural Municipality of Oakview features the communities of Oak River,
Cardale, Rapid City and Basswood within a total area of 1120 square km, and

Obituary

Announcement

said before. Itreallyresonated  Cloverleafs were playing the — fun working with you!
Manitoba Community For Sale Help Wanted
Nevyspape_r Assoma_tl_on BATTERIES FOR CLASS 1
Province Wide Classifieds EVERYTHING! TRUCK DRIVER
50,000 BATTERIES To run Canada - must

NOTICES

Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein are
the sole responsibility of
the persons or entities that
post the advertisement, and
the Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association and
membership do not make any
warranty as to the accuracy,
completeness, truthfulness
orreliability of such advertise-
ments. Forgreaterinformation
on advertising conditions,
please consult the Asso-
ciation’s Blanket Advertising
Conditions on our website at
WWW.MCNa.com.

URGENT PRESS RELEAS-
ES - Have a newsworthy
item to announce? An ex-
citing change in operations?
Though we cannot guarantee
publication, MCNAwill getthe
informationintotherighthands
for ONLY $35.00 + GST/HST.
Call MCNA (204) 947-1691
for more information. See
www.mcna.com under the
“Types of Advertising” tab for
more details.

NOW BOOKING YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
SPRING 2026! Let us help
you book your blanket clas-
sified ads across Manitoba,
and increase your pres-

ence! If have a booth at any
upcoming TRADE SHOWS,
advertise NOW, and let
peopleknowthatyouwillbe
there by placing an ad with
us! Your ad will be seeninthe
MCNAMember Newspapers,
in over 368,000+ homes
in Manitoba. Please Call
THIS NEWSPAPER NOW to
book, or call MCNA at (204)
947-1691 for more details or
to book ads. Take advantage
of our great pricing! MCNA
- Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association.
WWW.Mcna.com

Auction

Online McSherry
Auctions

Estate & Moving
Wed,Mar.4 @ 7.00 PM
Mancave Auction

Vintage Signs, Toys, General
Store & More!

Tues,Mar.31 @ 7:00 PM
Now Accepting Consignments!
(all us to arrange dropping off
your unwanted items for the
auction!
McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858

or 204-886-7027
mesherryltd@gmail.com

IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Truck
*Construction *ATV

*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Computers *Medical
*All phones *Chargers

*Marine *RV & more

Shipping/Delivery avail.

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.
Winnipeg

TF 1-877-775-8271

www.batteryman.ca

have experience

- Paid pick, drops,
layovers and stat pay

- Multi drop runs

- Benefit package

- Dedicated truck

- Sign On & Annual bonus

- BC Experience an Asset

- Reset at home

- Weekend home time

- Paid training

- Referral program

Derek (204) 793-7465

CENTENNIAL TRANSPORT
& LEASING LTD.

For Sale

Cash 4 Coin TURN YOUR STASH

Collections! INTO CASH!!!
—
]
{—

Also BUYING Old Now buying GOLD,

Jewelry, Nuggets, SILVER & PLATINUM.

Bullion, Gold, Silver, Buying old Jewelry,

Platinum, Sterling
Silverware, Franklin
Mint sets, Royal
Canadian Mint Coins,
pre 1937 Paper
Money, old coins,
numismatists, Rare
Coins, Silver Coins,
Gold coins, etc.
Covering Winnipeg & Rural
Manitoba. | drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD:
1-204-904-9705

Broken Jewelry, Bullion,
Bars, Ingots, Wafers,
Nuggets, Gold dust,
Dental Gold, Coins,

Coin Collections,
Numismatics, Sterling
Silverware & more!
Estate liquidations of
Precious Metals.
| PAY CASH!
Covering Winnipeg & Rural
Manitoba. | drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD: 1-204-904-9705

IN LOVING MEMORY
JOYCE MILVINA ESPEY

It is with profound love and heavy hearts that we
announce the passing of our mom, Joyce Milvina
Espey (Moffat) on February 11 at the age of 90. Her
quick wit and ability to spark laughter remained with
her until the very end.
Our Mom was born on March 20, 1935. She
was one of 6 daughters born to Bert and Maud
Moffat of Rapid City. After the passing of her
mother 28 days after Mom was born, she was later
blessed with a stepmother, Eddie, and eventually
a little sister that joined the family. At the age of 16,
and after completing basic schooling, mom moved to
Rapid City and worked as a Bank Teller. This was well
suited for Mom, and she spent the rest of her life managing
the farm books and all financial and administration duties.

She met our dad, Gordon Espey, and they were married November 28,
1953, in Rapid City.

Mom and Dad started their farm adventures near Cardale which lasted 60
years. Mom embraced being a farmer’s wife. She not only raised 3 children,
she drove the grain truck, made all of the meals (with exceptional baking
skills), tended to a massive garden, maintained a beautiful yard with flower
beds, sewed our clothes, knitted our mitts and toques, and cared for the
many animals that come with farm living.

Being a part of a community was also part of farm life. Mom was an
active participant and choir member of the Cardale United Church for over
70 years, the UCW, Cardale Rink, Cardale Sports Day — you name it and
mom was at it making something delicious for the event.

Mom’s love of music shone through her choir commitment, attendance
at local concerts and plays, and dedication to ensuring we learned piano,
organ, guitar, drums, and bagpipes.

In 2014, mom and dad sold the farm and moved to Rivers. They
maintained their connection to the Cardale Community while embracing
town life and daily walks to the coffee shop. They enjoyed this time in their
lives. Mom remained in their home in Rivers after Dad’s passing in December
2020 until March 2025 when she moved to River Heights Terrace in Brandon.

Mom is survived by her three daughters, Judy (Charlie Hall), Lois, and Lori
(Jason Milroy). She is also survived by her stepfamily including grandsons
Graeme (Andrea), Tyler (Channy), and great grandsons Liam and Matix. In
addition, Mom is Auntie Joyce to dozens and dozens.

We extend our sincerest gratitude to the Brandon Assiniboine Centre
medical team and associated therapies along with our remarkable community
for the tremendous support to mom and her daughters.

Donations can be made in mom’s honor to a community organization of
choice. A Celebration of Mom'’s life will be planned in June 2026.

Expressions of sympathy may be made at www.memorieschapel.com.
Arrangements with Memories Chapel, Brandon, 204-727-0330.

{Cmcna

Power Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!
Use your LOGO!
Create instant top of
mind awareness
« Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event
« We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $339.00
(includes 45 lines of
space)
The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers
« Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

What happens when you

don't advertise?
VERY LITTLE.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

BOOK NOW to get your free estimate for all your tree needs.

Call, text, or email. We will ‘go out on a limb’ for you!

Serving Rivers, Brandon, and
surrounding rural communities
——— ) for almost 20 years!
Our expert arborists are here to
Hamiota Brandon Birtle provide you with reliable tree care
Killarney  Pilot Mound Deloraine . i solutions to enhance the safety
Serving Rivers and area and aesthetics of your yard!
Hamiota—71 Maple Ave E 204-764-2544 since 1915. TREE SERVICES  Tree Removal & stump griding
Brandon—Unit E 2425 Victoria Ave 1-888-726-1995 Phone 204-727-0694 204-761-9777 Professll_onecle trllmmlngéprunmg
www.brockiedonovan.com - - and clearin
www.allianceaccounting.ca www.busybeavertreeservices.ca  property managgement

Hamiota's Hunt, Miller
& Co. LLP

Robert D. Harrison, Lawyer

204-764-2744 Phone 204-727-8491 or
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 204-328-7540

Dwayne Campbell . -
Brittany MacLellan (Thursdays, 2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

 Development Services

* Pond & Dugouts S
e Drive/Lane Construction emorle S
hapel &
¢ Excavation
* Laser Ditching & Drainage Cherish the Merniories
* Septic Systems locally owned and operated
Rivers, MB ROK 1X0 RO 330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB R7A 7P3
204-761-8765 * Demolition 204.727.0330
kroegerbackhoe@gmail.com [N memorieschapel.com

/ \y ( Stewart Endeavors )

Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/Belly
Dump Services - Excavating

stewartend2015@gmail.com
Box 430, 556-2nd Avenue 204-365-0086
Rivers MB, ROK1X0 Alex Stewart
www.homehardware.ca Box 916,

204-328-7570 7 \Rivers MB, ROK1X0 /

Does Facebook support local?

 way.mor

Has your organization ever called up

RIVERS OFFICE: OAK RIVER OFFICE: -
MON - FRI: 9:00 TO5:00 | TUES - FRI: 10:00 TO 3:00 Fatcebook and agkfd ﬂll‘lim fOY a dolnaﬂon
(CLOSED 12-1pm)

[ELOSED T2 fpm) e cocHRANE <1 0 your cause? Local business rely on
201 MAIN ST, RIVERS, MB | OAK RIVER, MB local support to exist.
(204) 328-7540 (204) 566-2490

GET AN INSURANCE QUOTE
BEST CHOICE REAL ESTATE BROKER

Shop local today.

Rivers CONTACT US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR SPACE! OhLY $30.0

+ GST PER WEEK

Banner riversbanner@outlook.com ~ 431-351-1628 when booked for 52 weeks
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S PORTS

JETS LOOKING TO KEEP SEASON ALIVE

The Rivers Jets are
looking to battle back this
week in the Tiger Hills

By Robin Wark
RIVERS BANNER

Hockey League playoffs.

Entering thisweek, the local senior team faced a 2-0
deficit in its best-of-five quarterfinals series against
the Virden Oil Kings. The Oil Kings won 6-3 in Riv-
ers and 6-2 at home. Game three was slated for Feb.
24 in Rivers after the Banner’s deadline.

“Our backs are against the wall for sure, but we are
going to leave everything we have out on the ice Tues-
day,” Jets coach Ryan Lamb said. “I have to applaud
our guys. Wewentinto Virden pretty shortand battled.
Game three is going to be a war and, hopefully, we
come out on the right side and force the series back
to Virden Wednesday.”

If the Jets are able to extend the series, game four
would be on Feb. 25 in Virden. A fifth and final game
would take place in Rivers on Feb. 28.

Game Two
Oil Kings 6, Jets 2

In game two, on Feb. 21, the Jets held a 2-1 lead
about seven minutes into the second period. Rivers’
Riley Boleshad opened the scoring in the first period.
Virden scored shorthanded to tieitupat 1-1 before the
firstintermission. In the second, Cam Ramsay scored
on the power play to make it 2-1 for the visitors. The
Oil Kings then scored five straight goals.

The Jets were one-for-six on the power play. Virden
was zero-for-three. Rivers goalie Riley Lamb made
30 saves. For Virden, Riley Wallace stopped 17 shots.

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

Rivers Jets Cam Ramsay scored a goal at the Saturday night game on Feb. 21 against the Virden Oil Kings.

Owen Warham and Riley Shamray assisted.

Game One
Oil Kings 6, Jets 3

The Jets had a strong start in game one. Captain
Riley Shamray staked them to a 1-0 first period lead.
With 2:15 gone by in the second session, Kaelen Huib-
ers extended Rivers’ lead to 2-0. The Oil Kings scored
three goals, including one on the power play, in the
second to take a 3-2 lead.

Thirty-nine seconds into the third period, the Jets’
Layton Veitch scored with the man advantage to tie
things up at 3-3. Virden defenceman Nolan Wallace
scored the game winner on the power play just 59
seconds later. Virden added two empty net goals in
the final two minutes.

Huibers finished with two points. Lamb made 35
saves. Wallace had 16 for Virden.

MADE in MANITOBA
Helping local farmers

Nearly $12 million in
¥rograms each Axear
or southwest

We know you count on us for reliable, affordable
energy. But we're not just delivering energy -

we're building for the future.

Find out how at hydro.mb.ca/energy-for-life

A\Manitoba

(&

Ducks Unlimited
(anada

ag.ducks.ca

ydro _
energy for life

anitoba
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Rivers Metis local celebrating Louis Riel Day

On Louis Riel Day,
communities across
Manitoba come together
to honour the legacy of a man who played a pivotal
role in shaping the identity of the Métis people and
the province itself. This day, celebrated with joy and
appreciation, allowsfamilies to reconnect, reflect,and
engage with the rich history and culture of the Métis.

Louis Riel, recognized as a key leader of the Mé-
tis people, was born in the early 19th century and
emerged as a significant figure during tumultuous
times on the Canadian prairies. The Métis, a distinct
group with their own language, culture, and heritage,
are integral to the tapestry of Canada’s history. Their
ancestral lands have been spread across what is now
Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, British
Columbia, and the Northwest Territories, as well as
parts of the northern United States.

Riel’s passion for the rights of the Métis people, his
establishment of the province of Manitoba, and his
controversial struggles for justice are pivotal chap-
ters in Canadian history. His legacy, overshadowed
by challenges and adversity, continues to resonate
with Métis communities today. Riel’s story is one
of resilience, illustrating the complexities faced by
Indigenous peoples in their fight for recognition
and equality.

The observance of Louis Riel Day was officially es-
tablished in 2007, enriching the calendar of holidays
in Manitoba. The initiative was remarkably student-
driven, with school children participating in a nam-
ing contest. The name “Louis Riel Day” was chosen,
encapsulating the spirit of the holiday—a tribute to
a historical figure who embodies the struggles and
aspirations of the Métis nation. Although the date
lacks a specific event in Riel’s life, it serves as a focal
point for remembrance and celebration.

By Carolyn Phillips
RIVERS BANNER

The first Louis Riel
Day was commemorated
in 2008, and since then,
it has transformed into
a vibrant celebration of
family and community
spirit. The holiday pro-
vides an opportunity for
individuals to partake in
diverse activities, from
enjoying winter sports
to engaging in cultural
exhibitions. It also serves
asareminder forall Mani-
tobans—and indeed, all
Canadians—about the
rich heritage and trad-
itions of the Métis people.

Recent celebrations at
Millennium Park in Riv-
ers were a resounding
success, with participants
expressing their joy and
excitement. The beauti-
ful weather, delicious
food, fun games, and
laughter created a wel-
coming atmosphere for families and friends of the
Rivers Metis Local to come together. Eventslike these
are vital, not just for fostering community ties, but
also for educating attendees about the significance of
Louis Riel and the contributions of the Métis people
to Canada’s identity.

Aswe reflect on Louis Riel Day, it’s an opportunity
torecognize not only Riel’s historical impact but also
the ongoing journey of the Métis people in Canada.
This day serves as a celebration of culture, resilience,

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Celebrating Louis Riel Day Brock Anderson, Doug and Robin Crisps, Ed Mackay,
Lance Anderson, Sabrina Bornkessel, Minister Will Goodon, Georgette Church, Joan
Church, Sean Branconnier, Teyah Branconnier and Hayden Saltesz.

and unity, encouraging us all to embrace the diverse
narratives that shape our shared history.

In honoring Louis Riel, we open the door to under-
standing, acceptance, and a dedication to ongoing
dialogue about the important issues facing Indigen-
ous communities today. Together, let’s continue to
celebrate our differences, learn from one another,
and build a brighter future. Thank you to everyone
who participated in this year’s events, making Louis
Riel Day a memorable occasion for all!

SUN MIONM  TUE  WED T FRI SAT

1

0

keb 27

Prairie Crocus Library
Storytime in
Rivers 10am

28

4 Chase the Ace
A Q Rivers Legion 7pm
Kenton Legion 7pm

v

Rivers
17th Annual
Northern
Pike Classic
10am - 2pm

6

_ 50 + Club Prairie Crocus Library
e Cribbage 1pm Storytime in
. . . . Rivers 10am
Rivers Legion 50 + Card gu_\'/g: Legion
Bingo 11:30am Games F ribbage 7pm : Chase the Ace
9 1om 50 + Club Eaﬂ_s R;’ ers “ 50+ Floor 4 4  Rivers Legion 7pm
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Rivers Food Bank
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