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The son of Diana and Glenn contributed in various ways 
as a left side for the Cougars. In the Manitoba Colleges 
Athletic Conference, he was sixth  in digs (1.38) and ninth 

in kills (1.91) per set.  Dyck was 12th in service aces per set at 0.33.
“Zane stepped up in a big way this year becoming  a starting 

left-side,” ACC head coach Dan Ashfield said. “He worked hard 
throughout the summer working on his game and strength and 
it paid off. He became a stable and reliable passer, top defender, 
and consistent attacker.”

Dyck was an important leader for the Cougars. The third-year 
ACC student-athlete brought crucial experience to the team. In 
2023-2024, he was named to the MCAC’s True Sport Team for 
volleyball. The honour recognizes athletes displaying its principles 
of go for it, play fair, respect others, keep it fun, stay healthy, 
include everyone, and give back.

“Zane’s leadership and attitude that he brought to the team 
this year really made him a strong all-around player this year,” 
Ashfield said. “His focus day in and day out on getting better 
and helping his teammates succeed not only helped him bet-
ter himself but also the entire team. He holds himself and the 
team with a high standard and makes sure he makes everyone 
accountable for their actions.”

This past season Dyck dove into a new role. After two years of 
competing mostly at right side, he moved to left side.

“What allowed me to make the transition was getting the passing 
reps I needed,” he  said. “It was a skill I didn’t have and needed 
to develop to play left. Dan letting me play some left side games 
the previous season, playing beach volleyball, and open gyms 
with (Brandon University) in the summertime is what allowed 
me to get what I needed.”

Dyck has enjoyed various aspects of his three years with the 
Cougars. He said, “The thing I remember most is the friends I’ve 
made and the relationships I’ve built.”

Rapid City’s Zane Dyck wrapped up 
his Assiniboine Community College 

volleyball in style

Over the years, Dyck has had the support of his parents. This 
has continued through college.

“They have been nothing but incredibly supportive of me play-
ing volleyball,” he said. “I always had their support with anything 
I need and they were always in the crowd cheering when they 
could make it. I am forever grateful for them.”

At ACC, Dyck studied aviation management. He said, “What 
I enjoy about my classes is getting to learn a very broad amount 
of information. It’s all towards the same goal but you learn a lot 
of different stuff.”

Zane Dyck is studying culinary arts at ACC.
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Ingredients
•	 2	(3.4	oz)	packages	instant	vanilla	pudding	mix
•	 2	cups	buttermilk
•	 12	oz	frozen	whipped	topping,	thawed
•	 1	(20	oz)	can	pineapple	chunks,	drained
•	 2	(11	oz)	cans	mandarin	oranges,	drained
•	 2	(11.5	oz)	package	fudge	stripe	cookies

Directions
1.	Gather	the	ingredients.
2.	Mix	pudding	mix	and	buttermilk	together	in	a	large	bowl;	fold	in	
whipped	topping.	Mix	in	pineapple	chunks	and	mandarin	oranges.	
Put	one	package	of	cookies	in	food	processor	to	make	coarse	powder	
and	mix	in.	Cover	and	chill	until	ready	to	serve.	
3.	Put	one	package	of	cookies	in	food	processor	to	make	coarse	powder.	
4.	Crush	second	package	of	cookies	and	mix	in	just	before	serving.

Cookie SaladCookie Salad

Friday nights at Rivers 
Legion have taken 
on a new life, thanks 

to the exhilarating energy 
of the popular game show 
“Let’s Make a Deal.” On a 
recent Friday evening, the 
venue was transformed 
into a buzzing game show 
floor, attracting a small 
but lively crowd eager to 
test their luck and sense 
of humor.

As guests gathered, the 
anticipation was palp-
able. The atmosphere was 
charged with excitement 
as participants wheeled and 
dealed their way through 
a series of wildly entertain-
ing games of chance that 
Barb Plewes skillfully set 
out.  With laughter echoing 
through the hall, everyone 
embraced the spirit of the show, whether 
they were actively playing or cheering on 
their friends from the sidelines.

In the true style of “Let’s Make a Deal,” 
the night was filled with quick thinking, 
bold choices, and the ever-present risk of 
“zonks” lurking behind enticing deals. 
One notable moment came when Garth 
Ventnor participated in the Wishing Well 
game. With a hopeful spirit, he took a 
gamble and was met with the first zonk 
prize of the night—a colorful, if not en-
tirely practical, BBQ apron. While it may 
not have been the prize he hoped for, it’s 
sure to bring laughter and stories during 
summer cookouts, making it a memorable 
highlight of the evening.

The fun didn’t stop there. Shelly Foster 
found herself at a crossroads when she 
was presented with a choice: guaranteed 
money or a mysterious envelope. With 
the allure of potential riches tempting 
her, she opted for the envelope, only to 

find herself facing the hilarious outcome 
of a belly button lint brush. While it may 
not seem like a must-have item for most, 
it’s certainly a quirky gift idea for anyone 
who claims to have everything!

The night continued with more fun 
and games, and patrons savored delicious 
offerings from a hot dog bar that added 
to the festive atmosphere. The aroma 
of grilled hot dogs and toppings wafted 
through the air, keeping the energy high 
and the spirits bright. It was a true feast 
that catered to every taste while partici-
pants engaged in the thrilling antics of 
the game show.

As the night came to a close, all eyes 
were on Deb Sherman, who played her 
cards right and secured the top prize—a 
delightful goodie basket hidden behind 
one of the enticing doors. Her joy was 
infectious, and it served as a fitting end 
to a night filled with laughter, unexpected 
surprises, and a sense of community.

Rivers Legion “Let’s Make a Deal”
By Carolyn Phillips
Rivers Banner

Fun and Entertainment took place at the Art 
Centre on Saturday March 29.

The group, Backyard Band, were entertain-
ing the large group of people in attendance. What a great way to spend an 
afternoon listening to local music and have some fun as well.

The members of the Backyard Band are Willie Gilbert, Cyril and Jan Max-
well and Mary Richie. The band plays and sings pop music from the 1950 
and 1960s.They have been playing together for a number of years. I asked 
how often do you get together to practise? Not often enough was the reply!

Some up-and-coming events for the Backyard Band include the Thresh-
ermens reunion in Austin, Boissevain farmers market and seniors dance as 
well next week entertaining at the Hamiota 55 plus centre.

Coffee, tea and dainties were served by members of the MidWest Arts 
Centre, followed by visiting and having lots of laughs.

If you would like to book an event with the Backyard Band, give Cyril 
Maxwell a call at 204-764-0958.

Backyard Band entertains 
the crowd at Hamiota Art 

Centre
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FAITHFULLY 
YOURS
Neil StrohScheiN

Walking the road of 
disappointment

One of the first lessons we learn in life is that every-
one will disappoint us at least once; and we will 
do the same to them. Few people understood 

the truth of this statement as well as Simon Peter; one of 
Jesus’ closest and, up to the time of his betrayal, one of 
his most loyal disciples.

But in one crisis moment, Peter’s loyalty was tested 
and he failed miserably. St. Mark’s gospel (Mark 14:29-
31) tells us the story. Jesus and his disciples were sharing 
their last meal together; when he said something that 
shocked them all. “Tonight,” he said, “I will be forsaken 
by all of you.” “No way!” they replied; with Peter’s protest 
being the loudest.

“I won’t leave you,” he asserted. “I am ready to follow 
you and die with you.” Jesus sadly shook his head. “No, 
Peter, that isn’t going to happen. In fact, before sunrise 
tomorrow, you will deny that you ever knew me. And you’ll 
do it three times-not just once.”

Again, Peter’s response was: “No way!” So said the other 
disciples; but by sunrise, all of them, including Peter, had 
done what Jesus said they would do.

The Bible tells us that after Peter’s third denial, he looked 
up to see Jesus looking at him. The look of disappointment 
on Jesus’ face was more than Peter could stand. The Bible 
tells us that he went out into the darkness, found a place 
where he could be alone and wept until he had no more 
tears to shed. He was more disappointed with himself 
than Jesus was with him. But something happened to 
him that night-something that radically changed his life 

and ensured that he would never deny his Lord again.
That was very evident in an event that happened one 

morning after Jesus’ resurrection, when he met his disciples 
on the shore of the Sea of Galilee after they had spent the 
night fishing. Jesus gave Peter three chances to declare 
his love for and loyalty to his Master. This time there was 
no denial; nor would there be for the rest of Peter’s life.

The most important lesson we can learn from this story 
is that if we try to please others (including God) in our 
own strength, using our own knowledge and whatever 
wisdom we have gained over the years, we will fail just 
as Peter did.

Was Jesus disappointed with Peter’s denial? Of course. 
But was Jesus surprised? Not at all. He knew how frail and 
impulsive Peter was. Those qualities had been revealed on 
many previous occasions. But Jesus knew something else. 
Peter would soon receive a gift from heaven that would 
turn him into a loyal and powerful defender of the faith.

That gift (the gift of the Holy Spirit) came on the day 
of Pentecost. And with the Spirit’s power filling and con-
trolling him, Peter went back to the temple in Jerusalem, 
close to the place where he had denied his Lord, and 
powerfully proclaimed that Jesus was alive and would 
grant forgiveness of sin and the power of the Spirit to all 
who believe in him.

God’s Spirit lives within all who believe in Jesus Christ. 
He can do for us what he did for Simon Peter. All we must 
do is give the Spirit permission to work in us and through 
us to help change the lives of others. Then, get ready-for 
miracles are about to happen.

Submitted
Rivers Banner
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Across

1 – Elon Musk’s cars
6 – Cherished
11 – Israel’s capital
13 – Doorman’s request
15 – East African antelopes
16 – Initials of Israel’s prime 
minister
17 – Paris’ clock setting abbr.
19 – Lucky number
20 – Enjoyment
21 – Senses of self-
importances
23 – Gun the engine
24 – Person fighting 
alongside
25 – Paid players
28 – Quick to notice
29 – Trees flatted on two sides
30 – Managed the affairs
33 – Clock face
34 – Though briefly
35 – Edible bean
36 – Actress _____ B. Davis of 
“The Brady Bunch”
37 – Fabricators of the truth
39 – High spirited energy
40 – Movie rating requiring 
mom and dad abbr.
41 – More temperamental 
43 – Quiet please
44 – Farm building sites
46 – Persons from Stockholm
47 – Snuggle in

Down
1 – Arm muscle
2 – “The Partridge Family” 
actress portraying the mother 
initials
3 – Flower necklace
4 – Upper limbs
5 – Beliefs not based on facts

6 – Highest ranked grad
7 – Alda of “MASH”
8 – Guitar inventor Paul
9 – Syllable of hesitation
10 – 24-hour restaurant
12 – Keeps safe
14 – Belittling
16 – Dartboard centers
18 – Tim Taylor’s alter ego
20 – Johnny Cash “Tennessee 
____ ____ Box”
22 – Marijuana social activist 
suing Los Angeles Police for 
the return of his drugs First 

initial last name
24 – Actress Faris and others 
same named “Mom”
26 – Sea eagle
27 – Rowboat propellor
30 – Makes suitable for use
31 – Sheltered from the sun
32 – “Frasier” Housekeeper
37 – Traditional knowledge
38 – Whithered, dry
41 – Angry
42 – Country lanes abbr. 
44 – Exist
45 – Ave. crosser

Sundays 10 a.m.
Children’s Church during the message

Bible  Study – Thursdays 7:30 p.m.

Rapid City Community ChuRCh

JESUS IS LORD

Join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

447 Edward Street  ~  204-328-7882

Worship Services
Sundays at 10:00am

Westman Canadian Reformed ChurchWestman Canadian Reformed Church

“Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for 
joy together.” Psalm 98:8

Answers on page 5

Community on 
Tracks report

The Community on Tracks 
(CoT) meeting was held on March 
24 to bring together local organ-

izations and discuss initiatives aimed at strengthening 
community connections within Riverdale Municipality. 

Key Topics Discussed:
About Community on Tracks

• CoT was created in response to the need for a central-
ized hub for community organizations to collaborate on 
events, share funding opportunities, and promote local 
initiatives.

• Most communication will take place via email, with 
two in-person meetings per year. Additional meetings 
may be scheduled around major events.

New Initiatives:
1. Tidy Up Tuesday – A community-wide beautification 

effort where businesses, schools, and organizations spend 
10 minutes every Tuesday at 10:00 AM cleaning up their 
surroundings. The initiative is set to launch in April, 
weather permitting.

2. Welcome Package for Newcomers – Developed as 
part of the municipality’s Strategic Plan to improve com-
munication with new residents. 

3. Community Calendar – A new online calendar has 
been added to the municipal website to promote local 
events. Organizations are encouraged to submit event 
details to be included.

4. Annual Community Celebration – The “Rolling into 
Rivers” weekend will take place from July 4-6, featuring 
various community events.

Round Table Discussion:
• Each organization provided updates on their activities 

and upcoming initiatives.
• The following groups provided an update; Friends of 

Rivers Lake, Prairie Crocus Regional Library, Valleyview 
Sno Riders, Rivers and Area Community Foundation, Riv-
ers Senior Jets, Rivers Baseball Association/Rivers Minor 
Ball, Riverdale Community Development Corporation, 
Rivers Palliative Care Committee, Rivers Chamber of 
Commerce, Cemetery Board, Riverdale Golf and Country 
Club, Rivers Soccer Park, Rivers Daly Fire Department, 
Rolling Dale Enterprise, Rivers Game and Fish, Women 
of the Rings Curling Committee, Riverdale Municipality, 
Riverdale Recreation Commission.   

• Discussion on how CoT can best support local groups 
and improve collaboration.

We welcome all groups and organization to participate 
in Commun-
ity on Track 
– if you would 
like more in-
formation on 
CoT please 
contact the 
Munic ipa l 
Office at 204-
328-5300 or 
email aao@
riverdalemb.
ca  
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g r i t a n d g r o w t h . c e n t e r
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Neepawa   |   Erickson    |  Virtual

Individual, Couples, Family

and EMDR Counselling

g r i t a n d g r o w t h . c e n t e r

Neepawa   |   Erickson    |  Virtual
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Members 
of:

Conservative Party of Canada 
leader Pierre Poilievre is hold-
ing daily rallies across Can-

ada. Attendance is over 2,500 at every 
one according to reports, the rally in 
Winnipeg had 3,500 people attending. 
Ironically, or perhaps as expected, the 
Canadian Broadcast Corporation 
(CBC) is downplaying the numbers. 
In comparison, Mark Carney’s rally 
in St. John’s was reported to be around 
1,650 by the Liberals, but the crowd 
photo looked to be less than 500.

I say, as expected as CBC is totally 
opposed to Poilievre as he has prom-
ised to cut the funding to the CBC. I 
can agree with that as the CBC gets 
$1.3billon each year from the federal 
government. Between the CBC and 
the Canada postal system, the drain 
on the taxpayers is over $2 billion per 
year with no end in sight.The CBC is 
so biased against the conservative side 
and so cuddled up the liberal side that 
it is annoying to say the least.

In the past few years, the Liberals 
made a lot of errors in managing the 
COVID-19 pandemic, they commit-
ted about $50 billion into electric car 
battery plants and they put a tariff 
on Chinese EVs when we don’t even 
make EVs in Canada. That tariff 
triggered crippling tariffs against 
Canadian pork and canola. If you just 
review these few categories, you can 
see many reasons the Liberals should 
not be re-elected. Their policies have 
been not only misguided, they have 
been self serving.

Justin Trudeau got elected for two 
basic reasons. One, he promised to 
legalize marijuana and promised to 
talk nicer than Stephen Harper so as 
to attract voters that had a hate-on 
for Stephen Harper. I used to know 
Stephen Harper, having met and 

Perspectives

And this 
one’s for me!
Over the decades I have created and assembled 

countless quilts: all sizes; crib, single, double, 
queen and cuddle. My very first one was sewn 

out of Fortrel, the indestructible fabric of the late sixties 
and seventies. It was the perfect material to work with, 
enough stretch to make the corners meet! The backing 
was/is a cosy brushed synthetic. Finished in the late sixties 
that sucker is a good as new!

I got better at sewing pieces together. There were some 
quilts that I pieced out of new, colour coordinated, cotton 
percale that the women of the church stitched and gifted 
to Bible School graduates. There were some I made for 
children, and then the grandchildren. One winter I had 
stockpiled probably six or seven and one set of grand-
daughters could tell me where the material had come 
from- which sheet set had been used to make a duvet cover 
for whom, which fabric was a remnant of clothing I had 
made. When they left that weekend all the quilts went 
with them! I often wonder if any of those are still in use…

  There was the year I debated between tying a top, or 
stitching it. Again there were probably five or six finished 
quilts waiting for a home. I approached a family camp 
that provided counselling and safe space for any and all 
and they were delighted to accept them. There was the 
year I sandwiched, again, five or six, and the youth from 
our faith family and a couple of willing adults met for an 
afternoon of tying them, finishing them, and delivering 
them to a family resource centre nearby. Those were fun 
ones, scraps that had been given to me, some with wildlife 
scenes, some simply very colourful! The most colourful one 
I pieced together was a kit that a family member dropped 
off for me to assemble. There were yellows and oranges 
and red, prints and solid- it was magnificent – and now 
its honours the guest bedroom in their home. That was 
a puzzler for design….

The first time we entered lock down, I determined to 
empty the trunk of fabric, knowing that if anyone needed 
to tidy after me they would simply discard the contents 
of the chest. So I sewed. Again all sizes, all aesthetically 
appealing, again to friends and family, far and near. I 
so much enjoyed that project, for some of the backing 
was yardages that had been gifted to me by a beloved 
sister-in-law.

This winter I started from scratch. I chose material, I 
purchased material, I designed the pattern that I wanted. 
For the first time, ever, I made a quilt for me. Every square 
is a night sky- lightning; stars, constellations and snow-
f lakes, and a silvery, glittery band borders each. It is my 
absolute favourite. (or it wouldn’t stay mine!)

This winter’s work resulted in one for a granddaughter, a 
great granddaughter, and a grandson, and one more to gift.

It’s really not that I don’t take care of myself, or indulge 
my whims and wants, however I have never before wanted 
a quilt, and never before have I been arrested by fabric 
design. It’s all good

Canada needs a leader who 
can build a bigger Canada

Rita Friesen

Homebodies

talked with him several times. His 
last campaign was not good as he let 
himself get into policy discussions that 
didn’t even need to be discussed. For 
example, the face-covering contro-
versy in Quebec.

I attended the CPC annual conven-
tion after the Harper defeat and there 
were a ton of angry people attending 
who had some choice words of criticism 
about the election handlers who steered 
Harper and the party into useless and 
silly debates.

When conservatives lose elections 
it’s usually because some folks, who 
have never run in an election, all of 
a sudden become experts in politics. 
Trust me when I say this as I have 
observed, ran in or been involved in 
elections since 1967. When an election 
is imminent, or called, the “experts” 
jump out of the weeds and start hold-
ing “focus groups” and reading polls 
to try and mould  the party’s platform 
into an often misguided estimation of 
what people want. I have seen some 
very dumb election policies and re-
imagined party logos to try and depict 
a mythical platform.

I like the 2025 CPC motto of Can-
ada First For a Change as it is mean-
ingful and current. Liberals stopping 
oil pipelines and not pursuing Liquid 
Natural Gas production certainly 
didn’t put Canada first. The EV bat-
tery commitment didn’t put Canada 
first and placing tariffs on EV cars, if 
they stay in place, may be a disaster 
for Canada. Not really increasing the 
capacity for the Port Churchill since it 
was built 90 years ago has been a big 
mistake. Not buying proper jet planes 
has been a mistake, f lying ancient 
helicopters is a mistake. The list goes 
on and the mistakes haven’t only been 
Liberal mistakes. As noted above, some 
have been CPC mistakes as well.

In this election, the question is not 
who can best wrangle with President 
Donald Trump, it’s who can best lead 
and develop Canada so we don’t stay 
so dependent on the United States or 
be distracted by Trump.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this 
column are the writer’s personal views and 
are not to be taken as being the view of the 
newspaper staff.

Ken Waddell

Right in the 
Centre

By Chad Carpenter
Tundra

”“ When an election is called, 
the ‘experts’ jump 
out of the weeds.
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T  E  S  L  A  S  O  V  A  L  U  E  D
R  O  J  E  R  U  S  A  L  E  M  I  E
I  D  O  I  M  P  A  L  A  S  O  B  N
L  E  T  O  S  E  V  E  N  O  F  U  N 
E  G  O  S  I  R  E  V  O  A  L  L  Y
P  R  O  F  E  S  S  I  O  N  A  L  S
V  A  L  E  R  T  O  C  A  N  T  S 
A  D  M  I  N  I  S  T  R  A  T  E  D
D  I  A  L  O  T  H  O  O  S  O  Y  A
A  N  N  O  L  I  A  R  S  O  P  E  P 
P  G  I  M  O  O  D  I  E  R  I  S  H
T  I  B  A  R  N  Y  A  R  D  S  I  N
S  W  E  D  W  S  I  N  E  S  T  L  E

Present: Reeve Ches Bollman; Councillors Neil 
Waldner, Rod Paterson, Wes Pankratz, Cameron 
Hales, and Melissa Bromley; Chief Administrative 
Officer Shawna LeBlanc; and Administrative Assist-
ant Christy Burdeniuk

Others Present: Public Works Operators Kerry 
Moorehead and Ryan English; RCMP Staff Sergeant 
Clint Wikander; Citizens John Kopp, Lorelle Farley, 
Brian Ursel, Doug Stewart, Annie Pichie and Blair 
Pichie

Absent: Councillor Gregg Campbell 
Hales/Paterson-BE IT RESOLVED that the Council 

of the Rural Municipality of Elton hereby authorizes 
Administration to apply for the “From the Ground 
Up - Safe Communities for All” grant provided by the 
Province of Manitoba specifically for the development 
and review of a Zoning By-Law. CARRIED

Kerry Moorehead and Ryan English, Public Works 
Operators have reported that they have been clearing 
machinery roads where accessible. Several frost boils 
have been encountered, and one site is experiencing 
a heave in the road surface. Currently, there are no 
drainage issues. A request for a quote has been made 
to repair both one-ways on the graders.

RCMP Staff Sergeant Clint Wikander reported 
that overall statistics remain consistent in Elton. 
While policing priorities had remained unchanged 
for over a decade, there was a recent shift in the 
priorities from three to four primary focus areas. 
These now include employee engagement, mod-
ernization and stewardship, reconciliation, and 
community engagement.

Scott Price, Municipal Emergency Coordinator led 
and facilitated a comprehensive tabletop exercise 
focused on a water emergency scenario. This exercise 
involved key stakeholders from Council, Administra-
tion, Public Works and the Whitehead Elton Regional 

Water Co-op employees. 
Hales/Paterson-BE IT RESOLVED THAT the 

Council of the Rural Municipality of Elton hereby 
approve the following Variations Orders:

1. VO-002-25-E to reduce the minimum site area 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 10) from 
1393.55 m2 to 674.611 m2.

2. VO-003-25-E to reduce the minimum site width 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 10) from 
30.48 meters to 15.908 meters.

3. VO-004-25-E to reduce the minimum site area 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 11) from 
1393.55 m2 to 675.634 m2.

4.  VO-005-25-E to reduce the minimum site width 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 11) from 
30.48 meters to 15.907 meters.

5. VO-006-25-E to reduce the minimum site area 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 12) from 
1393.55 m2 to 676.159 m2.

6. VO-007-25-E to reduce the minimum site width 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 12) from 
30.48 meters to 15.907 meters.

7. VO-008-25-E to reduce the minimum site area 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 13) from 
1393.55 m2 to 676.726 m2.

8. VO-009-25-E to reduce the minimum site width 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 13) from 
30.48 meters to 15.908 meters.

9. VO-010-25-E to reduce the minimum site area 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 14) from 
1393.55 m2 to 668.136 m2.

10. VO-011-25-E to reduce the minimum site width 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 14) from 
30.48 meters to 15.908 meters.

11. VO-012-25-E to reduce the minimum site area 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 15) from 
1393.55 m2 to 668.094 m2.

12. VO-013-25-E to reduce the minimum site width 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 15) from 
30.48 meters to 15.907 meters.

13. VO-014-25-E to reduce the minimum site area 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 16) from 
1393.55 m2 to 668.094 m2.

14. VO-015-25-E to reduce the minimum site width 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 16) from 
30.48 meters to 15.907 meters.

15. VO-016-25-E to reduce the minimum site area 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 17) from 
1393.55 m2 to 668.136 m2.

16. VO-017-25-E to reduce the minimum site width 
in the “RG1” Residential General Zone (Lot 17) from 
30.48 meters to 15.908 meters.

Hales/Waldner
BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Rural 

Municipality of Elton hereby approves Conditional 
Use Order No. CU-001-25-E on Pt. of the NE 17-12-
19 WPM for Stewart/McDonald, Owner/Applicant 
to establish a non-farm dwelling within the “AG80” 
Agricultural General Zone by the way of Subdivision. 
CARRIED

Hales/Pankratz-BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Council of the Rural Municipality of Elton hereby 
approve Variation Order No. VO-001-25-E (Stewart/
McDonald) to decrease the required site area on the 
NE 17-12-19 WPM in the “AG80” Agricultural General 
Zone by way of Subdivision from 80 acres to 76.81 
acres. CARRIED

2ND DWELLING REQUEST SW 32-11-17 (PICHE)
Brad Roth, Building Inspector/Development Of-

ficer, will revise the request to clarify that the existing 
house, which has been deemed unfit for occupancy, 
will be designated solely as a storage building. This 
revision ensures that the structure will not be recog-
nized as a second dwelling and will not be permitted 
for residential occupancy, use as a public facility, or 
operation of any type of business. This clarification 
aligns with zoning and safety regulations to prevent 
any potential misuse of the building. TABLED

Councillor Bromley reported that Elton’s bank 
balance is $833,434.91 as of March 6, 2025.

Bromley/Hales-BE IT RESOLVED that the Council 
of the Rural Municipality of Elton hereby accept and 
file the Financial Statement for the month ended 

February 28, 2025 as presented. CARRIED
Hales/Paterson-BE IT RESOLVED that the Council 

of the Rural Municipality of Elton hereby approves 
the inclusion of item 2(e) in Schedule “A” of By-law 
1643 to establish the Pass-through Rate. CARRIED

Council approved the attendance of several council-
lors and staff at the annual AMM Spring Convention 
at the RBC Convention Centre in Winnipeg on April 
15-16, 2025 and various other conferences.

The walking path project is currently in the 
planning stage, with draft routes being developed 
following discussions with Manitoba Hydro. These 
draft routes will be submitted to the contractor for 
a revised quote.

Hales/Waldner-BE IT RESOLVED that Council 
of the Rural Municipality of Elton hereby approves a 
Second Alarm Sponsorship for the Rivers Firefighters 
Association Fundraiser on May 24, 2025, at a cost of 
$250.00. CARRIED

Hales/Waldner-BE IT RESOLVED that Council 
of the Rural Municipality of Elton hereby approves 
sponsorship for the Rapid City Fire Department Fund-
raiser on April 26, 2025, in the amount of $250.00. 
CARRIED

Paterson/Pankratz-BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Council of the Rural Municipality of Elton formally 
requests Manitoba Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture to adjust the speed limits entering and exiting 
Forrest by:

1. Relocating the 100 km/h speed limit sign on 
the southbound lane exiting Forrest further south, 
beyond Road 65N;

2. Relocating the 70 km/h speed limit sign on the 
northbound lane entering Forrest further south to 
improve speed transition and traffic safety turning 
off Road 65N. CARRIED

Council is currently reviewing the proposal for 
the creation of a joint Community Services Officer 
position with surrounding municipalities.

Councillor Waldner reported that Douglas transfer 
site cameras are functioning effectively, and snow 
removal operations are underway along the ditches 
adjacent to Provincial Road 340 in Douglas to mitigate 
potential flooding risks.)

Council has asked DOUGLAS COMMUNITY RE-
CREATION ASSOCIATION representatives to pro-
vide further details about the grant request. TABLED

Councillor Bromley reported that a resident sug-
gested a multi-use facility could accommodate a wider 
range of community needs than a municipal shop.

CAO LeBlanc reported that quotes have been 
requested for the 2025 and 2026 lawn care contract 
following the withdrawal of the originally scheduled 
contractor for 2025. Municipal insurance options for 
2026 are currently under review. Additionally, services 
for emptying Forrest septic tanks have been requested 
for both 2025 and 2026. The five-year capital funding 
requests have been submitted to the Manitoba Water 
Services Board. Lastly, options for the weed spraying 
contract will be discussed at the upcoming project 
meeting on March 19, 2025.

Councillor Hales reported that the packer and 
mower have been ordered.

Councillor Paterson reported that interviews for 
Seasonal Public Works position are scheduled to take 
place on March 12, 2025.

Councillor Hales reported that Evergreen is pur-
chasing a new trackhoe, and consultants have provided 
a quote for the Asset Retirement Obligation (ARO) 
to meet provincial requirements.

Hales/Waldner-BE IT RESOLVED that the Coun-
cil of the Rural Municipality of Elton approves the 
extension of the recycling and glass services for one 
(1) year, maintaining the same terms, conditions, as 
outlined in the services agreement with a 3per cent 
increase applied to rental and services commencing 
May 1st, 2025, for the duration of the term until April 
30, 2026. CARRIED

Councillor Pankratz reported that the Veterinary 
Board owns both the building and equipment. While 
veterinarians operate their services with established 
set rates set out the province. At present, there are 
no student veterinarians at the clinic.

RM of Elton 
Meeting mins notes

March 11, 2025 
Regular Meeting of 

Council (draft version)
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Everything for your farm

COLD PRESSED
BALANCE OF OMEGA 3, 6, 9 RICH IN VITAMIN E

Kay De’Ath
Authorized Manitoba Distributor

204-476-3446
kaycanpressco22@gmail.com

Kay De’Ath - Canpressco
HOT PRESSURE WASHERS 

FOR ALL YOUR FARM NEEDS

CUSTOM AGRICULTURAL
EQUIPMENT CLEANING

Highway #16 West 
Neepawa   204-476-5091

NEEPAWA 
TIRE LTD.

ONLINE AUCTIONS
www.gartonsauction.com

April 23 - Ethelbert, MB

April 10 - Sifton, MB April 16 - Valley River, MB

269 Hamilton Street, Neepawa MB R0J 1H0
P: 204-476-2336  | E: info@taylorlawpatersons.ca

www.patersons.ca

We carry Berne Workwear for Men, Women & Children - sizes up to 3XL!
We also have mens & ladies clothing and accessories! 

stellarapparelneepawa

243 Hamilton St. 
Neepawa,MB

Tuesday-Friday 10:30am-5pm
Saturday 10:30am-4pm 

Penno’s 
Machining & Mfg. LTD

Eden • 204-966-3221 • www.pennosmachining.com
pennosmachining@gmail.com

HayHandler.com
Plasma Table Cutting

Rebuilt Combine Table Augers • Rebuild Hydraulic Cylinders 
Roller Mills Regrooved • MFWD Housings Rebuilt

Steel and Aluminum Welding • Machine Shop Service
Line Boring and Welding

Highway 5 North Neepawa  204-476-5566 
www.kkpenner.com

“Manitoba’s Tire Specialists”

Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op - Call Tracy: 204-476-6908

Delivering 
Grains, Feeds, 

Dry and 
Liquid Fertilizers

204-476-0129 
duncalfetransport@gmail.com

• Full House Plans
• Foundations: Reinforced Concrete
• Permanent Wood Foundation (PWF), 

Piles (Concrete or Helical)
• Garages, Sheds and Deck Plans

• Full Building Plans and Layout
• Coordination of Mechanical, Electrical 

and Geotechnical Engineering Services
• Foundation & Building Framing Design 

and Certification

Available Commodities 
are as follows: 

Hybrid Fall Rye, Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Peas, Forages, 

Canola, Corn & Soybeans.

Serving Farmers 
for over 60 years!

Offering Custom Cleaning, 
Color Sorting, Inoculants, 

Seed Treating and Seed sales.

Oak River, MB
204-566-2422

providing water well services to the Westman area for over 60 years.
Residential Water Wells • Irrigation Wells • Well Abandonment

Well Cleansing and Refurbishing • Acidizations
Artesian Well Containment • Exploration Drilling/Test holes

Well Flow/ Pump Tests • Pump Installment and Repair
Monitoring well/ Piezometer installation

Jeff Dickson
Box 718, Rivers, MB. R0K 1X0 • 204-328-7112 • Cell: 204-729-7770

M&M 
DRILLING

u CERTIFIED CLOSED CELL 
     SPRAY FOAM

u RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
     AND AGRICULTURAL.

u ROOFING FOAM AND 
     COATINGS

u BLOWN IN ATTIC 
     INSULATION

Terri Cosens
Real Estate Professional 

204-748-7699
Serving The Virden Area
tcosens@remax.net
RE/MAX Valleyvew Realty 
Unit A - 1209 Richmond Ave., Brandon, MB R7A 1M5

UNIT 30B 1015 26TH ST. BRANDON, MB. R7B 2B9
weir1@mymts.net • www.rolandweir.ca

204-727-7100

ROLAND WEIR Realty & Appraisal
WE COMPLETE CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL, 

ACCREDITED AGRICULTURAL AND 
COMMERCIAL APPRAISALS

Matt Rempel
Birnie, MB
Cell: (204) 841-0988
matt@rempelbackhoe.ca

• Excavations • Trenching  • Landscaping • Gravel • Topsoil • Shale • Laser Ditching
• Certified Installer for Holding Tanks, Septic Tanks & Drain Fields

• Construction Site Prep • Dozer work • Brush Clearing

Serving the Westman and Parkland Regions for over 45 years.
Neepawa, MB
204-476-3391

Dauphin, MB
204-572-5028

JOHN’S
ELECTRIC LTD

JOHN’S
ELECTRIC LTD

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Angus & Cathy Ford

Neepawa 476-3391

Authorized GENERAC Dealer
Providing power back up systems for your farm and home

Agriculture is our nation’s most important single industry. That’s not only because it furnishes our daily food, but because 
it’s the basis of many other important businesses that are a part of Canada’s economy. The Neepawa Banner & Press, 

Rivers Banner and Virden Empire-Advance, as well as all the businesses on this page are proud supporters of the ag industry. 
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• Full Building Plans and Layout
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• Foundation & Building Framing Design 

and Certification
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are as follows: 

Hybrid Fall Rye, Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Peas, Forages, 

Canola, Corn & Soybeans.

Serving Farmers 
for over 60 years!

Offering Custom Cleaning, 
Color Sorting, Inoculants, 

Seed Treating and Seed sales.

Oak River, MB
204-566-2422

providing water well services to the Westman area for over 60 years.
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By Nelson Gourlay, Director
Manitoba Land Stewards Inc.

PHOTO BY PAM LOWE BOND 

If you live, work, and/or play in western 
Manitoba you will be aware of an opportun-
ity that recently presented itself, the Parks 
Canada National Program for Ecological 
Corridors(NPEC).  The NPEC proved to 
be a learning exercise with multiple dimen-
sions.  It started out with awareness, when 
a few local landowners heard of a program 
that was proposed for the area and was to 
be led by the local watershed district, Assini-
boine West Watershed District (AWWD).  
This small local group began the inquiry.   
Specifically, who, what, where, when, why 
and how were directed at the lead organiza-
tion in search of clarity and understanding 
about NPEC proposed for the entire Little 
Saskatchewan River Watershed.   

At this point, there was a fork in the 
road.  One path was open, transparent, 
engaging, multidimen-
sional, educating and 
leading to informed and 
aligned action.   The other 
being closed, vague, dis-
engaging, single-focused, 
misleading and resulting 
in uncertainty and con-
frontation.   Unfortunately, 
or fortunately, the latter 
path was travelled.  

One result of the path 
taken included the trans-
formation of the small 
local group into the Mani-
toba Land Stewards in-
corporated (MLS).  The 
MLS is a not-for-profit 
corporation dedicated to 

research, education and engagement of 
Land Stewards across Manitoba.  The MLS 
defines Land Stewards to include everyone 
that lives, works and plays in the province 
and is willing to take a responsible role in 
shaping its future.  The MLS expanded the 
education and conversation to community 
halls that were filled to capacity (despite the 
challenging weather).  As a result, a strong 
and unified voice was heard and action was 
taken to address the NPEC concerns and 
uncertainty; the AWWD declined the Parks 
Canada NPEC Contribution Agreement 
on January 20, 2025.

This is an introduction to a series of 
articles that will highlight Lessons Learned 
From the Corridor.  Additionally, the MLS 
is hosting a series of Community Update 
and Member Meetings throughout western 
Manitoba in the coming weeks where every-
one is welcome to join in the education, 
conversation and strengthen the voice.  

Lessons learned from the Corridor

Leah was raised in the Harding District 
and attended Kenton School for kinder-
garten to grade 8 before going to Hamiota 
Collegiate for grades 9 to 12.

Leah did not decide to become an edu-
cator until grade 12. She always enjoyed 
learning and going to school, so a career 
that allowed her to continue learning and 
growing played a huge part in her decision 
to become an educator.

Leah also experienced working with 
children by baby sitting, coaching figure 
skating and teaching Sunday school. She 
also worked for credit experience in a 
grade 1 and 2 classroom as a high school 
student. While considering a career, she 
came to realize teaching was a great match 
for her skills and past experiences.

Leah values rural living and feels 
strongly that rural kids deserve to have 
committed teachers who want to teach 
in rural schools. Leah pursued a career 
as an educator able to serve and support 
rural kids in their learning journey.

Hamiota Elementary school before taking 
a job as ICT (information communication 
technology) teacher leader for Park West 
School division. She also co-founded KG 
education in 2019 with Devon to offer 
professional learning and wellness events 
for educators.

Leah other interests include horseback 
riding and barrel racing. She is also pas-
sionate about wellness. She also enjoys 
Yoga, Scrapbooking, reading and trav-

Leah attended Brandon University 
for 5 years, completing her Bachelor of 
Arts, followed by a Bachelor of Education 
Degree! 

In 2019, she completed a Masters of 
Education in Education technology and 
Design with the University of Saskatch-
ewan. She obtained the degree by taking 
online courses while teaching full time!

Her parents Cam and Marlene Hunter, 
siblings Chad and Sara supported and en-
couraged her along her life journey. Her 
family installed important values to her 
such as hard work, kindness, responsibil-
ity, respect and community. Her family 
support is invaluable to her as she knows 
her family is always there for her.

Another person who has influenced 
Leah is her friend and fellow educator 
Devon Caldwell. They really had little to 
do with one another until Devon invited 
Leah to student teach with her in 2008.
They quickly discovered they made a great 
team and enjoyed working together. Leah 
says Devon has inspired and influenced 
and helped shape her as an educator. 
Devon encourages her to try new things 
and offer different perspectives. They 
have become great friends and educators!

Leah has been teaching for 16 years. 
She has taught at Hamiota Collegiate and 

eling with family and friends.
In the future Leah hopes her career 

leads to different kinds of teaching ex-
periences to help students and teachers 
alike to encourage them to move forward 
in their journey of learning.

A final word from Leah to the youth of 
today, Pursue your Passions and Interests!

Great advice from professional Leah 
Obach, Educator.

Gerry NolanGerry Nolan

Ref to writerRef to writer

Leah Obach and Jett on a bright summer day in June of 2024. 

During the month of April on 4 consecutive Wednesdays from 7 
to 8 p.m. you are invited come on the 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th at 

Rapid City Community Church.
All will receive a list of about 60 gospel songs ranging from 

traditional to 
modern and you will 

pick the songs that the 
Praise & Worship 

team will play and 
that we all will 

sing.
Come and join 

in the fun! Bring 
a friend!

Refreshments 
and fellowship 

will follow.

Calling people of all ages who 
love to sing!

Wednesday
April 9, 2025

Erickson
Legion

MEETING
Community Update & Members

“Intelligent and Innovative  Land
Stewardship for Generations”

Memberships Available at
the Door: Accepting Cash,
Cheque or e-Transfer

Join us for a session of
“information and

conversation” landstewards@protonmail.com

Tuesday
April 15, 2025

Angusville
Community

Hall

Thursday 
April 10, 2025

Shoal Lake
Community

Hall

Monday
April 14, 2025 
Behlen Lounge
Rivers Curling

Rink

Thursday
April 17, 2025

Oak Lake
Community 

Hall

ALL 
MEETINGS 

Begin
 at 7 PM
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Help Wanted Announcement

Very little.

What happens when you 
don’t advertise?

Coming Events

Public Notice

Manitoba Community Newspaper Association Province Wide Classifieds 
NOTICES
Advertisements and statements 
contained herein are the sole 
responsibility of the persons or 
entities that post the advertise-
ment, and the Manitoba Com-
munity Newspaper Association 
and membership do not make 

any warranty as to the accuracy, 
completeness, truthfulness or 
reliability of such advertise-
ments. For greater information 
on advertising conditions, please 
consult the Association’s Blanket 
Advertising Conditions on our 
website at www.mcna.com.
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AD PROOF & ESTIMATE All prices exclude taxes 
Prices do not include 5% GST

Docket Media Section Insertion Date Ad Size Price
2503-24 B Neepawa Banner & Press Careers April 4, 2025 3 col x 6.1561”

2503-24 C Rivers Banner Gazette  
Reporter

April 4, 2025

TOTAL PRICE

Prepared by the 
HR ADWORKS 

Service Team

REP.   

DESIGNER    

PROOFED 

ESTIMATED 

SENT  

We are hiring!
We have a new opportunity to highlight:

Summer Student - Facilities 
Summer Student – term (May to Aug 2025) 

Brandon, MB 
Comp # 100-24/25 

Salary: $17.00 hourly

Under the supervision of the Facility Manager or designate, the 
incumbent will primarily focus on landscaping and grounds 
maintenance tasks, ensuring that the college’s outdoor spaces are 
well-kept and aesthetically pleasing. This includes lawn care, tree 
pruning, flowerbed preparation, seeding, and general landscape 
cleanup. The student will also assist with basic building maintenance 
tasks, including minor repairs, painting, and upkeep of common areas 
within campus buildings.

For more information, please visit www.assiniboine.net/careers.

Assiniboine welcomes applications from all qualified candidates who are 
legally entitled to work in Canada, including Indigenous peoples, persons of all 
abilities, members of visible minorities, all genders and sexual orientations, and 
all other groups protected by the Human Rights Code.

Assiniboine College is privileged to provide learning opportunities on the lands 
of the Dakota Oyate, Nakoda Oyate, Ininiwak, Nehethowak, Nehiyawak, 
Anishininewuk, Denesuline, Anishinaabeg, and the National Homeland of the 
Red River Métis.

For accommodations or alternative formats, contact careers@assiniboine.net 
or 204 725 8729.

If you are interested in this career opportunity, please email your 
resume and cover letter with reference to  
Competition #100-24/25 to:

careers@assiniboine.net

We thank you for your interest.  
Those selected for further 
consideration will be contacted.

https://riversdaly.ca/  |   204-328-5300  |   cao@riverdalemb.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE 

REGARDING THE 2025 FINANCIAL PLAN

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to subsection 162(2) of The Municipal 
Act that the Council of Riverdale Municipality intends to present its financial plan 
for the fiscal year 2025 at a public hearing on the 23rd day of April 2025 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Legion Hall, 633 Second Avenue. Council will hear any person who 

wishes to make representation, ask questions or register an objection to the 
financial plan, as provided.

Copies of the draft financial plan are available for review and may be examined 
by any person during the regular office hours of Riverdale Municipality at 670 – 

2nd Avenue, Rivers, MB on or after April 4th, 2025 
 

Marci Quane, CMMA
Chief Administrative Officer

	  ROLLING RIVER SCHOOL DIVISION
Mechanic

(Licensed Trade)
School Buses and Fleet Vehicles

Full Time - Permanent
8 hours per day
Monday - Friday

12 months per year
The position is based at a central garage / shop 
in Minnedosa, MB with 2.5 FTE Mechanics who 
maintain a fleet of 40 school buses and 15 fleet 

vehicles.
For more details and application information, 
please visit our website at www.rrsd.mb.ca 

select Employment then Support Staff Positions.
Thank you to all applicants for their interest in 

Rolling River School Division.
Only those candidates selected for interviews 

will be contacted.

Riding Mountain PC Association
Notice of Annual General Meeting
for the year-ending December 31/24
via Zoom & Tele-conference options

Monday, April 21/25, 7:00 pm
All constituency PC members in good 

standing who wish to participate,
are asked to register by 

Noon, Wednesday, April 16 
by contacting

Judy Snitynsky, 204-773-6347

Now HiriNg

AG/HEAVY DUTY 
MECHANIC 

Come and develop 
your meChaniCal 

skills at our busy, 
well-equipped shop 

loCated in arCola, sk. 
all skill levels will be 

Considered.  
We are Willing to 

apprentice the right 
candidate. 

we offer Competitive 
wages, a Comprehensive 
benefits paCkage and 

rrsp/dpsp plan.   
housing is available.
Submit your reSume 
jjtrucking@sasktel.net

Fax: 306-455-2433  
ViSit our webSite:

 www.jjtruckingltd.com

Engrained Flour Co. is a small family owned flour 
milling facility located near Cardale, Manitoba. We 
stone-mill our own grown grain and sell the flour 
direct to consumers through our website and local 
grocery stores. For more information visit our 
website www.engrainedflour.ca
Who we are seeking? A part-time/full-time (hours 
can range between 25-40/week) employee to operate 
and maintain our stone mill. This is a unique 
opportunity to be a part of a growing local food 
business. No experience necessary as training will be 
provided. We would like to find someone to start as 
soon as possible.
The ideal candidate will be hard working, adaptable, 
can work long hours unsupervised, able to learn 
quickly and on the job. Work hours are between the 
hours of 8-5 Monday to Friday (flexible within this 
time frame). Starting wage $20/hour with benefits 
package and monthly gas allowance.
Duties include:
• Maintaining storage area of grain
• Maintaining and cleaning stone mill
• Cleaning facility on a daily/weekly basis
• Troubleshoot issues as they arise
• Mill flour to order in large quantities
• Package into various bag sizes and boxes
• Heavy lifting required at times
• Help manage lot tracking inventory system
• Delivery of flour when required

Please send resumes to Chris Raupers at 
info@engrainedflour.ca

URGENT PRESS RELEASES - 
Have a newsworthy item to an-
nounce? An exciting change in 
operations? Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, MCNA 
will get the information into the 
right hands for ONLY $35.00 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA (204) 

947-1691 for more information. 
See www.mcna.com under 
the “Types of Advertising” tab 
for more details. 
NEED CLASS 1 DRIVERS? 
SPRING HIRING? SELLING 
SOMETHING? Jump on our 
great prices and start getting 

responses! Book your blanket 
classified ads, seen in the 31 
Member Newspapers which are 
seen in over 368,000+ homes 
in Manitoba. Please Call THIS 
NEWSPAPER NOW to book, 
or call MCNA at (204) 947-1691 
for more details or to book ads. 
MCNA - Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Association. 
www.mcna.com

SERVICES / FOR SALE / 
MEMORIAMS
SAVE YOUR MEMORIES 
FOREVER. Retired? Tell your 
life story directly to future gen-
erations…before it’s too late. 
Professionally produced VIDEO 
MEMOIRS. Call: 204-955-6574. 
Visit: https://MiSTORY.ca
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Private mortgage lender. All 

real estate types considered. 
No credit checks done. Deal 
direct with lender and get quick 
approval. Toll free 1-866-405-
1228 www.firstandsecond-
mortgages.ca
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

204-724-6870
280 Taylor Road

Rivers, MB  R0K 1X0 
www.redlinetransport.ca

alepp@redlinetransport.ca

1-855-727-0330 | 204-727-0330
www.memorieschapel.com

locally owned and operated
1-855-727-0330 | 204-727-0330
www.memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

Stewart Endeavors 
Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/Belly 

Dump Services - Excavating 

stewartend2015@gmail.com 
204-365-0086
Alex Stewart 
Box 916, 
Rivers MB, R0K1X0 

Thanks for your 
support this past year. 

Bright wishes 
to you now and 

in the year ahead.

Wishing This Year’s Graduates

  Great Happiness
    & Success

  










Killarney          
Hamiota          Brandon          Birtle

Pilot Mound Deloraine

204-764-2744
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

Hamiota’s

204-764-2744
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

Hamiota’s

Dwayne Campbell 
Brittany MacLellan 

• Development Services

• Pond & Dugouts

• Drive/Lane Construction

• Basements

• Excavation

• Laser Ditching & Drainage

• Septic Systems

• Gravel & Trucking

• Demolition

• Snow Removal

Rivers, MB R0K 1X0
204-761-8765

kroegerbackhoe@gmail.com

Serving Rivers and area
since 1915.

Phone 204-727-0694
www.brockiedonovan.com

THE THE 
BLANCHARDBLANCHARD

HoTEL, HoTEL, 
LouNgE, AND LouNgE, AND 
REsTAuRANTREsTAuRANT

Oak River, 
MB R0K 0T0

(204) 566-2131

Sunday 
Buffet 

April 13th 
4pm - 8pm

Present: Reeve-Robert Christie, Deputy Reeev Bill 
Aaroe, Councillors Gavin Reynolds, Frank Hyndman, 
Mark Gill and Ian Christie, Attending virtually-Lloyd 
Evans

Staff in attendance. CAO Mark Humphries. Adminis-
trative Assistant, Bonnie Wright. 

Christie/Aaroe-That the agenda for February 25, 2025 
be adopted as presented., to add 11.6 Doctors and 11.7 
Planning Conference CARRIED

Gill/Hyndman-That the minutes of the third regular 
meeting held on Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2025 be adopted as 
circulated. CARRIED

Christie/Hyndman-That the minutes of the Committee 
of the Whole – Budget meeting held on Feb. 10, 2025 be 
adopted as circulated. CARRIED

Hugh Weitman - Sewage Lagoon
Aaroe/Hyndman-Be it resolved that the delegation 

information presented to Council by Hugh Weitman be 
hereby received. CARRIED

Gill/Christie-Be it resolved we do hereby accept the 
verbal and written reports of committee. CARRIED

Hyndman/Aaroe-Be it resolved that we do hereby ap-
prove for payment General Cheque’s #11620 - 11623 and 
11625 - 11651 and Payroll Cheques # 56032 - 56053 includ-
ing pre-authorized payments amounting to $127,575.32. 
CARRIED

Aaroe/Hyndman-That the Council of the R. M. of Oak-
view approve payment of Gill Farms Ltd Invoice #5188 in 
the amount of $3,337.95 by Cheque# 11624. CARRIED

Mark Gill returned to the meeting
Aaroe/Hyndman-Be it resolved that Section 12 of the 

Council Code of Conduct ByLaw states that “ Council must 
review this code of conduct ByLaw annually to ensure it 
effectively meets its needs”; and Whereas Council has 
reviewed the By-Law;

Now Therefore be it resolved that we do hereby confirm 

that ByLaw No. 2023-7 has been reviewed and meets the 
needs of Council. CARRIED

Aaroe/Christie
That the Council of the R. M. of Oakview accepts the 

AWWD 2025 levy and approve payment as submitted. 
CARRIED

Councillor Reynolds - joined Virtually
Christie/Hyndman-Whereas The Council of The RM 

of Oakview has reviewed the advice and suggestions pre-
sented by Stantec and MWSB in relation to the tender 
package for the upgrade to the Rapid City Water Plant.
Therefore be it resolved that Council gives direction to 
MWSB and Stantec Engineering to proceed to create the 
tender document as recommended. CARRIED

Hyndman/Gill-Be it resolved that we do hereby approve 
Deputy Reeve Bill Aaroe to attend the Planning District 
Conference in Brandon. CARRIED

Hyndman/Aaroe-Be it resolved that the Council of the 
R.M. of Oakview instructs the C.A.O. to return the offer 
to purchase with the following conditions

1. items 5 and 6 of schedule A that no access restrictions 
are to be created while extracting pit run that could limit 
site or operation access to the RM of Oakview

2. items 5 and 6 of schedule A all pit run extracted by 
Providence Farms must be taken away at time of extrac-
tion, no stocking or processing on site will be accepted. 
CARRIED

RM of Oakview Meeting Feb. 25, 2025
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The Assiniboine 
Community Col-
lege Cougars hock-

ey team was in St.Louis 
Missouri for nationals this 
past weekend. The Cougars 
have had a wonderful year 
and were off for another 
showdown in Missouri.

In their first game they 
defeated Providence Col-
lege 4-1. Payton Malchuk 
and Kasey Fouillard led 
the attack offensively in this 
game. This game was played 
on Friday.

On Saturday in game 2 of the tournament the Cougars 
defeated the University of Michigan 5-2. The Cougars fired 
41 shots on their way to victory. Brooklyn Franklin led the 
way offensively with a goal and 2 assists. Lexy Waddell had 
a goal and assist and Kylee Emms - Finnason had 2 assists.

In game 3 on Sunday the Cougars hammered the East 
Michigan squad 7-1. They fired 65 shots on goal in this 
one. Payton Malchuk led the way scoring 4 goals and as-
sisting on another one for the Cougars. Linemate Kasey 
Fouillard garnered 3 assists.

Game 4 on Sunday, in semi final action, the Cougars 
outlasted the United States Navy Academy by a score of 
2-1.This victory gave them a shot in the final for a National 
Championship. Madison Haluk scored both goals for the 
Lady Cougars in this one.

Ref Memories

When I moved to Virden from Oak Lake I began 
doing minor hockey in Virden. I had not been doing 
much minor hockey in recent years so it was fun again 
to work that type of hockey. I worked games with some 
really great officials and saw many take off and develop 
into real good referees and linesmen.

Bronco Billy Hayward assigned the games back then 
and I worked with Bronco on a number of occasions.

One particular game stands out to me. Wawanesa 
Bantams were playing the Virden Bantams who were 
coached by Stan Harvey. This was not a difficult game 
to do at all, but someone was losing his mind over the 
calls that I made or the linesmen made.

Bronco and Randy Kalynuk were doing the lines, 
and I was the head referee for that game. We were a 
veteran crew, to say the least, and had been around 
for a few years. Anyway, the coach from Wawanesa, a 
rather young fellow was mad at all of us and maybe 
just mad at the world, I do not know.

He questioned every call it seemed. There was a 
stoppage of play for offside, so we were lining up for 
the face-off just outside the blue line. Bronco was go-

Gerry Gerry 
NolanNolan

Ref to Ref to 
writerwriter
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Rivers Banner

Hamiota Agricultural 
Society is currently seek-
ing volunteers.  Some of 

our Sections are requiring new directors.  Cooking 
and Canning welcomes Judy Oakden and still needs 
one or two more directors to supplement the Section.  
Cattle is pleased to announce that Oriana Hyndman 
has volunteered.  Other Sections that need new direc-
tors include Light Horse & Pony, Miniature Horses, 
Raw Fruit & Flowers, Homecraft and Junior Section.  If 
you are interested in any of these Sections and joining 
Hamiota Ag Society, please contact Linda Wilson at 204-
764-2642.  She will provide contact information of the 
current directors to answer any questions you may have.

Another area the Hamiota Ag Society requires vol-
unteers in the Meals Section.  The pancake breakfast 
will still be sponsored by the current businesses for 
which Hamiota Ag Society greatly appreciates, but do 
not have adequate staff to prepare and serve the meal.   
If you are interested in becoming part of the Pancake 
Breakfast team, please contact Linda.  Also, volunteers 
are required for sandwich making on Wednesday, July 
16th and during the day on Thursday, July 17th for serv-
ing lunches and suppers.  If you can help for a two-hour 
stint, please contact Linda.

Hamiota Ag Society also offers a scholarship to 
graduating students from Hamiota Collegiate who have 
shown a degree of volunteerism, service to the commun-
ity and have supported Hamiota Ag Society.   Details 
of the scholarship are available at Hamiota Collegiate.  

Plans are underway for the 131st Hamiota Fair on 
Thursday, July 17, 2025.   There is a full day of fun, 
food and fantastic entertainment planned for you and 
your family.   The pancake breakfast starts the day off 
and is sponsored by local businesses at 6:30 a.m. in the 
display building.  Breakfast is free with the price of ad-
mission to the fairgrounds and for that price of $6.00 
for everyone over 2 years of age you can spend the whole 
day at Hamiota Fair enjoying all the activities.  You can 
join in the fun by helping prepare the food and serving 
breakfast to over 300 diners.   The parade marshals 
at the High School grounds between 8:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
with commencement through the streets of Hamiota 
at 9:00 a.m.  Livestock and equine shows take place in 
the showrings at the fairgrounds commencing at 9:00 
a.m. and concludes with Gymkhana events later that 
day.  For the young and the young at heart we have Just 
Acres Petting Farm from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, Ryan 
Price Magic show and Applause Events providing a 
comedy magic show, 1 hour foam party, bubble stations, 
mini golf and a dinosaur area proving all sorts of dino 
activities for which a sponsorship from Hamiota Com-
munity Library is gratefully acknowledged, Hamiota 
Recreation Department offering face painting, perhaps 
a RC car racing tournament, laser tag kits and possibly 
archery tag equipment.  Road Apples will perform at 
the Oakner Church Museum from 1:00 – 2:30 pm.   
All attractions at Hamiota Fair will be depicted on the 
poster once they have been confirmed.   Meals will 
be available throughout the day at the Lions Booth 
on the grounds.  This year the booth has been rented 
to Real Food from Portage la Prairie and their menu 
provides an extension offering.  Other food trucks 
are also being contacted.  In the Complex lunch and 
supper will be served by the Ag Society.  The evening 
meal will start at 4:30 this year.  Hamiota As Society 
Directors would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Hamiota Municipality and our other major sponsors 
who have generously financially supported Hamiota 
Fair this year and of course, all those local and nearby 
businesses who sponsor the various classes as are listed 
in the 2025 prize list book.  

Hamiota 
Agricultural 

Society Report

In game 5 for the Championship the Sault College had 
a big first period scoring 4 times and never looked back 
and won the game 6-2. Madison Haluk and Brooklyn 
Franklin scored the goals for the Cougars.

 Although the Cougars came out on the short end of the 
scoreboard in this game they should be very, very proud of 
their season. They ended up being the number 2 team out 
of 82 teams.They finished the season with 26 wins, only 
3 losses and 2 ties. Great goaltending and solid defence 
and timely scoring were the recipe for a strong season.

Congratulations to the team on a fantastic season. The 
friendships you have made as a team are life long and 
that in itself is worthy of more than a championship. To 
those whose career with ACC we extend best wishes and 
to next years team, let us do it all again!

ing to drop the puck when they were ready to face-off. 
Randy is across from Billy on the other side of the 
rink on the blue line. I was inside the blue line and 
was just sort of gliding over to Randy and Goph says 
to me have you had enough of that coach yelling at 
us yet? At that moment the coach yells at me, get over 
here I want to talk to you! The coach has come down 
from behind the players bench to the door where 
players go in and out of. I started to move forward, 
and Randy says are you throwing him out in a quiet 
voice? I said, “Oh yes, but I am going to have some 
fun, come with me”. Randy follows along. I got over to 
the bench door and I said to the coach, you know you 
may be right about complaining about these calls, but 
I am here just to let you know, I am your friend, but 
I am throwing you out of the game. Goodbye, see ya!

There were a lot of people from Wawanesa at the 
game, mostly parents. None of them were saying a 
word which I thought was odd, but what the hey!

At the end of the game we the officials were skating 
to our exit to go to the change room. There were 4 
sets of parents standing by the door and I am think-
ing, this may get into some nasty name calling. What 
I heard from them was finally thank you for throwing 
our coach out of the game. They said it was long over-
due. They were embarrassed by his behaviour and it 
was not an example they wanted set before their boys. 
They had determined to remove him from coaching 
their boy’s team but had not been able to because no 
one was throwing him out of any games. Enough was 
enough and they were going to make changes, and 
they did. I saw them later in the year and the kids were 
responding well to the new coach. I thanked them for 
their support to myself and Goph and Bronco.

 When I went into the referee room some of the 
other Virden referees had dropped in as well as Billy 
and Randy and they wanted to know what were the 
parents saying to you? What happened? My answer, I 
was just making some new friends, and they love me!

Cougars at the nationals 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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50 + Club Shanghi
Rummy 
1pm

Rivers Lions
Fish Fry 50 + Club Tile 

Rummy 
1pm

50 + Club
Cribbage 1pm

50 + Club
Cribbage 1pm

Rivers Legion
Bingo 11:30am

50 + Club
Pool 1pm

50 + Club
Pool 1pm

50 + Club Floor
Curling/Carpet
Bowling 1pm

Darts
Rivers 
Legion 7pm

Crib
Rivers

Legion
7pm

50 + Club Floor
Curling/Carpet
Bowling 1pm

Darts
Rivers 
Legion 7pm

Crib
Rivers

Legion
7pm

Oak River Bingo
and Pie Auction nightRivers Legion

Bingo 11:30am

Prairie Crocus 
Library  
Storytime in
Rivers 10am

Prairie Crocus 
Library  
Storytime in
Rivers 10am

Chase the Ace
Rivers Legion 7pm

Hamiota Hotel 7pm
Kenton Legion 7pm

Chase the Ace
Rivers Legion 7pm

Hamiota Hotel 7pm
Kenton Legion 7pm
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The following “Memorable Mani-
tobans” story came to my attention 
from the family of Russ’s grand 

nephew. It’s a brief introduction to a video of a Manitoban, 
taken from the Manitoba Historical Society prepared by Gor-
don Goldsborough, (www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/people/gurr).

Born on a farm near Arrow River on 23 December 
1918, son of Albert Edward Gurr (1888-1969) and Bertha 
Maud Richardson (1890-1983), Russ Gurr began singing 
and playing guitar at an early age. He won his first singing 
competition at age 17, and began performing professionally 
on the newly opened CKX Television in Brandon in 1955.

Gurr signed a promotional contract with Federal Grain 
in 1967 and, over the next half-dozen years, he and the 
band Western Union performed at rodeos, fairs, and events 
across the prairies, including for Queen Elizabeth II as part 
of Manitoba’s centennial celebrations in July 1970.

In the mid-1970s, he did promotional work for the chem-
ical firm Eli Lilly, makers of the pesticide Treflan. 

Known for his powerful voice and yodeling, he released 
three albums: Federal Grain Train (1970), On Tour With 
Russ Gurr (1973), and Hogs are Beautiful (1976). He had 
a half-hour program on CKY Television entitled “Two for 
The Country.”

On Jan. 5, 1939, he married Phyllis Patricia Hunter (1917-
2000) of Lenore and they had two sons and two daughters. 
They farmed at Lenore (1939-1946), Hamiota (1946-1949), 
and Brandon (1949-2011). From 1952 to 1958, Gur was the 
Progressive Conservative organizer for rural Manitoba.

Russ Gurr died at Brandon on Nov. 8, 2011 and was bur-
ied in the Brandon Cemetery. He is commemorated by the 
video “Please Bring Your Guitar” (2017) written, produced, 
and directed by his granddaughter Julie Watt. Here’s the 
YouTube link: www.youtube.com/watch?v=lmQ4O5ai3AI

Russell Clarence 
Gurr “The Singing 

Farmer”

Watoto Children’s Choir coming to 
Hamiota April 15 Watoto Children’s Choirs 

have traveled extensively 
since 1984 sharing a 
message of hope- not 
only for Africa’s most 
vulnerable children and 
women- but for each of 
us all around the world.  
And we’re thrilled they’re 
coming here to perform 
songs off their brand-
new album, “Bet ter 
Days- There is Hope”  on 
Tuesday April 15 at 6:30 
PM.  Come join us for 
this heartwarming, free 
musical performance.  
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