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Local People. Local Stories.

Rivers Home Hardware expands with 
new storage building on 2nd Ave

In recent months, locals have been witnessing an excit-
ing transformation on 2nd Avenue as a new building rises 
across from the Rivers Legion. This development marks a 
significant expansion for Home Hardware, aimed at en-
hancing its service capabilities and operational efficiency. 

The newly constructed storage building is designed 
to address the pressing needs of the business, which has 
outgrown its existing infrastructure. The grey shed that 
previously served as a storage facility has become increas-
ingly inadequate. With limited space and frequent move-
ment of materials, the team has found it cumbersome to 
manage resources effectively. The new building promises 
to mitigate these challenges by providing ample storage 
space, thereby minimizing the time and effort spent mov-
ing products back and forth.

A key feature of the new building is the installation of 
new concrete around its front and sides. This thoughtful 
addition not only increases the aesthetic appeal of the fa-
cility but also enhances functionality. The hard standing 
areas will be crucial for organizing deliveries and provid-
ing a secure base for loading and unloading materials. 
With a dedicated space for storage, Home Hardware aims 
to streamline its operations and ensure that products re-
main protected from the elements, a vital consideration 

in preserving the quality of goods.
Beyond storage efficiencies, the new structure will of-

fer much-needed shelter for various business vehicles and 
equipment. As the company continues to grow, so too does 
its need for reliable housing for essential machinery and 
transportation. Previously, business vehicles were often left 
exposed, which could lead to wear and tear. The added 
shelter will help extend the life of these assets and ensure 
that they are always ready for service when needed.

The new building is part of Home Hardware’s commit-
ment to evolving with the community. As families and busi-
nesses grow in the region, Home Hardware acknowledges 
the importance of expanding its offerings and improving 
services. This development not only reflects the company’s 
vision for the future but also signals its deep-rooted con-
nection with the community it serves.

As the construction progresses, excitement builds 
among residents and customers alike. There is a palpable 
sense of anticipation surrounding the improvements and 
opportunities the new storage building will bring. Home 
Hardware remains dedicated to providing quality products 
and services, and this expansion is a clear testament to 
that commitment.

In conclusion, the new storage building on 2nd Avenue 
is a significant step forward for Home Hardware. It prom-
ises to enhance operational efficiency, improve inventory 
management, and provide better service for the community.

In addition to efficiencies, the new structure will offer much-needed shelter for various business vehicles and equipment.

By Carolyn Phillips
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Acres for Hamiota works around the weather

Forces of nature hijacked the fall meal in the 
field at the Acres for Hamiota harvest project, but 
harvesters got into the field four days later and 
the crop is off.

In a harvest season plagued by rain after rain, 
harvest date was finally set for Sept. 28, inviting 
folks to bring lawn chairs to the field south of 
Hamiota. But it was not to be - persistently wet fields 
and misty weather called for a change of plans. 

Acres for Hamiota is a local committee with a 
goal of raising funds for the Hamiota community. 

Organizer Mark Knight and the committee had 
another plan up their sleeves. “We changed the 
plan so many times...” Knight says but the weather 
just didn’t cooperate, so the committee moved the 
event from the field to Hamiota Community Hall 
for a community celebration on Sept. 28.

At least 120 people signed in, donated to the 
cause and enjoyed delicious pulled pork on a bun 
and cake.

The beautiful new f loor in Hamiota hall, a 
$10,000 donation to the Hamiota Community 
Centre this past July, is a testimony of what Acres 
for Hamiota produces. 

Every farmer has been chomping at the bit, wait-
ing for a few sunny, breezy days to let them get on 
their fields. For that reason, Knight wondered who 
would be available to help with the community 
harvest. But with a ‘can do’ attitude and a streak 
of stubborn optimism, he made plans.

He said Monday, “We’ve been talking to produ-
cers… it’s getting late. That’s where we’re looking 
to dealerships to help us out.”

Help came through and on Friday afternoon the 
combines rolled.

Acres member LeeAnn Haggarty said, “In what 
has been a stressful, challenging year, it’s pretty spe-
cial to see our farming community come together 
and generously give their time, equipment, and 
hard work toward a common goal. 

“We started the day with two combines planned 
and ended up with four, community members see-
ing a need and stopping to help out. 

“It’s powerful to see companies that may compete 
in business come together, set competition aside, 
and work side by side to 
support our community, 
Haggarty said.”

It’s been a tradition 
to involve Hamiot a 
Elementary School stu-
dents in the project. 

Spring of 2026, Grade 
3 and 4 classes visited 
the f ield where reps 

from Manitoba Agri -
culture and ATP (sci-
ence based ag company) 
guided learning. Stu-
dents moved through 
stations learning about 
soil fertility, weeds, and 
cereals. 

Every year the Acres 
committee invites ap-
plications for funding 
from existing non-profit 
organizations as well as 
new projects that would 
benefit a number of residents. Last June, Acres 
presented Hamiota Elementary School with $2,000 
for blinds for inside classroom doors.

Knight says, “Since AFH (Acres) inception in 
2021, we have approved funding for local projects 
totalling $237,683.43.”

The 2026 project was made possible by 14 com-
panies involved in the sowing and maintenance 
throughout the 2026 growing season.

Local producers and businesses that actively did 
the work include: Brody Robinson (Black Diamond 
Farms), Brett McRae (McRae Land & Cattle), Shaun 
Hunter (Shady H Farms), Randy Kirk, Western 
Canadian Aerial and Redfern’s. 

Friday’s harvest recognizes help from:
•	Rocky Mountain Equipment and Sylvin for a 

combine and operator. 

•	Mazersgroup and Gavin for a combine and 
operator 

•	Brent and Kathryn Knight for a combine
•	Jason Smith for a combine 
•	Brooks 3G for a truck, Redfern Farm Services 

for providing driver Del Ritchie 
•	Charlton Farms for a truck and driver Derek 

Ashcroft 
•	Knight-Line Farms for a semi and Nutrien for 

providing driver, Esther. 
•	Cowling Farms for a grain cart, Murray Maitland 

for driving. 
•	Corteva and Rob Parr for lunch for the crew 
•	TJs for providing coffee
•	Hamiota Co-op for their generous donation 
•	Cargill Oakner for taking the wheat from the field

BILL AAROBILL AAROEE
Re-Elect

BILL AAROBILL AAROEE
For Council

VOTE ON OCTOBER 28, 2026

Working For All of Us
RM OF OAKVIEW

26102DD0
Sundays 10 a.m.

Children’s Church during the message
Bible  Study – Thursdays 7:30 p.m.

Rapid City Community ChuRCh

JESUS IS LORD

Acres for Hamiota committee at the Sept. 28 lunch in the hall (L-R): Maddi Currah, Sam Smith, Travis Brooks, 
Derek Ashcroft, Mark Knight, Laura Cowling, Nancy Smith, Brody Smith, Blair Charlton, Leanne Haggarty.

One of four combines unloads Acres for Hamiota wheat headed for Cargill 
elevator, seen in the distant background. 
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ACROSS
1. Sin city, briefly
6. Throw out forcefully
11. Fermented forage
12. Plenty, lots
14. Decided beforehand
16. 54 in Rome
17. Sand drifts
18. 3 tsp
19. Beers
21. House kept animal
22. North or south axis
23. Racquet sport
25. Arrow leaf salad ingredient
27. Adult male
28. Intelligence
29. Earliest, (2 words)
32. Snow glider
35. Nickname for William
36. Prefix meaning above, over
38. Ache, painful
39. Snakelike fish
40. Living human
42. Birth name
43. Three hundredth anniversary
46. Scrubs
47. Above the hips (plural)
48. Foe
49. Hits a mosquito

DOWN
1. Manly
2. 11,000,000
3. Roam about
4. Grew old
5. Arranged marriages
6. Long legged wading birds
7. Fruit bread spreads
8. Inventor Whitney

9. Entertainer who bends his body 
into strange positions
10. Three-pronged fishhook
11. tomato sound
13. Ford’s flop
15. 67 1/2* on a compass
20. Show teeth while growling
22. Uses a lever
24. Ways to enter
26. Night hooter
29. Assists in a crime

30. Ferocious, savage
31. Small
32. Tendons, ligaments
33. Heros
34. Back parts of the feet
37. Hole in the ground
40. Raised barrier, mound
41. Chew on (beaver)
44. Pool stick
45. Vardalos of ‘My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding’

Answers on page 
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I’m going to be honest, I love Thanksgiving. I love fall. I 
love pumpkins and hot apple cider. I love turkey, pie, and the 

way the whole season smells like cinnamon and cold air. I love 
the rituals, the food, the familiar rhythm of it all. But loving 
Thanksgiving doesn’t mean it’s easy. In fact, the older I get, and 
the more years I spend parenting through the holidays, the more 
I realize that joy and difficulty often sit side by side at the table.

Holidays have a way of amplifying everything. The good feels 
better. The hard feels harder. And for parents, that contrast 
can be sharp.

Traveling with kids is its own adventure. You pack snacks, 
activities, backup snacks, backup activities, and still somehow 
end up stuck in a car or airport with a child who is suddenly 
bored by everything except the one toy you didn’t bring. You 

Rivers and District Chamber of 
Commerce would like to invite you 

to a candidates meeting.

Wednesday, October 14, 2026 
at Rivers Legion Hall at 7 p.m.

Come hear what the Riverdale 
Municipality candidates have to 
say and ask them your questions.

Jocelyn Beever   ~   Ashley Brennan
Bonnie Dreveski   ~   Mark Gill   ~   Shawn Mason

Everett Smith   ~   Christa Veitch

Our acclaimed mayor, Ian Dyer, will also attend 
to introduce himself to you.

R
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

 
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BOX 795   RIVERS, MB   R0K 1X0

Meet the Candidates!
Rivers United Church 
Fall Take-Out Supper

Turkey Dinner with ALL the Trimmings!
Sunday, October 18th
4:30 pm – 6:00 pm

$20.00
Pick-up Times are in 15-minute increments starting at 

4:30 pm from Rivers United Church at 
the corner of 4th and Main

Deliveries will be made to shut-ins.

To order your supper:
Call Greg or Dianne at 328-7690
Suppers must be pre-ordered.

Deadline for orders is 6:00pm Saturday, October 17.
Limit of 150 suppers.

Proceeds for replacing the carpet 
in Friendship Hall at Rivers United 

Church.ADVE
RTIS

EHER
E

try to keep everyone fed, rested, and reasonably clean while 
navigating delays, detours, and the inevitable meltdown that 
arrives precisely when you’re nowhere near home. You tell 
yourself it’s worth it, and it is, but that doesn’t make the journey 
any less exhausting.

Hosting family can be wonderful, but it can also stretch you 
thin. There’s pressure to make everything feel festive, to cre-
ate memories, to keep traditions alive. Meanwhile, you’re still 
parenting in the background: refereeing sibling arguments, 
wiping counters, answering questions, and trying to prevent 
your toddler from eating decorative gourds. You’re managing 
personalities, expectations, and the emotional temperature of 
the room while also trying to baste a turkey. It’s a lot, even when 
you love the people you’re hosting.

And then there’s the quiet ache that holidays can bring, the 
people who aren’t there. Maybe it’s someone you’ve lost. Maybe 
it’s someone you’re estranged from. Maybe it’s someone who 
simply can’t make the trip this year. Whatever the reason, that 
empty seat at the table has weight. Parents feel it while still try-
ing to create warmth and stability for their kids. You’re stirring 
gravy with one hand and swallowing grief with the other.

But here’s the part we don’t say enough, loving the holidays 
and struggling through them are not opposites. They coexist. 
They always have.

Parents carry so much of the emotional load of the season. 
We’re the ones who make the magic or at least try to, and I 
take being responsible for the magic in my children’s lives very 
seriously. We’re the ones who smooth the edges, who keep the 
day moving, who make sure the kids feel safe and loved even 
when the adults are tired or stressed or quietly missing someone. 
We’re the ones who show up, again and again, even when the 
holiday looks different than we hoped.

And maybe that’s the real heart of Thanksgiving. Not the 
perfect meal or the perfect gathering, but the imperfect, deeply 
human effort behind it. The way parents keep stitching together 
moments of comfort and joy, even when the day is messy. The 
way we keep choosing connection, even when it takes work. 
The way we keep loving our kids through every version of the 
holiday, the loud ones, the chaotic ones, the lonely ones, the 
beautiful ones.

So, if this Thanksgiving feels complicated, you’re not alone. If 
you’re traveling with overtired kids, hosting more people than 
your house comfortably fits, or quietly grieving someone who 
should be there, you’re not doing the holiday wrong. You’re 
living it honestly.

And in the middle of all that complexity, there will still be 
small moments, a warm drink, a child’s laugh, a quiet breath 
in the kitchen, that remind you why you love this season. My 
family has a tradition of going around the table to say what we 
are most thankful for this year. No matter how crazy the day 
has been, no matter if someone has been crying or we are all 
laughing, we tell each other what we are most grateful for, and 
it is one of my most cherished memories every year. It may not 
be perfect, but they’re real. And sometimes real is better. 

BethBeth
McConnellMcConnell

Parenting Parenting 
with Purposewith Purpose

Thankful… and tired, a parent’s guide to the holiday season
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With municipal elections 
looming across Manitoba, 
it’s important that every 

voter consider the issues that face 
their community. Believe me, there 
are many issues facing our commun-
ities. Over the past several weeks, I 
have been observing discussions and 
responses from a number of munici-
palities and towns.

There are some issues coming up 
that seem common to all our towns 
and RMs, the number one issue on 
peoples’ minds seems to be roads, 
roads and more roads. It costs a lot 
of money to maintain a road in rural 
areas. It costs a lot more money to 
keep the roads paved and the potholes 
patched and filled. It would appear 
that most towns are overwhelmed 
with the workload. There are bone-
jarring ruts and potholes in every 
town. I doubt at this time that the 
municipalities or towns have the fi-
nancial resources to fix all the roads. I 
suspect the needed repairs will need a 
number of options to bring about the 
kind of  roads we want. Local govern-
ments could possibly consider more 
efficient use of the resources they have 
in terms of staff. Another option is to 
take paved roads and turn them into 
gravel roads by re-milling the surface 
and then use a grader and maintain 
them much as in fashion that happens 
in rural municipalities. A third option 
is to make a strong appeal through the 
Association of Manitoba Association 
of Municipalities (AMM) for accessing 
funding for roads from the senior levels 
of government, namely the province 
and the federal government.

Just about every town and village, 
and therefore also the surrounding 
RMs, have a problem maintaining 
recreation facilities. It should be noted 
that communities such as Virden, 
Minnedosa and Rivers have relatively 
new and well-maintained recreation 

Perspectives

Rita FriesenRita Friesen

HomebodiesHomebodies

facilities especially in terms of skating 
and curling rinks and halls. Carberry 
has an older facility but it’s in pretty 
good shape. Other towns, including 
Neepawa are on the verge of needing 
major repairs or replacement. Past and 
recent experience shows that replace-
ment may cost $15-$25 million. If we 
look a little further afield to Winkler, 
for example, a major reconstruc-
tion was the path chosen rather full 
replacement. Many of the towns in 
our newspapers coverage area are 
faced with repairs or replacement. 
As distasteful as spending that much 
money may seem to be, if recreation 
facilities are not replaced or renovated, 
the community could soon be no 
longer viable.

The third issue that I believe is 
common to all the communities is a 
lack of affordable housing. To say the 
words affordable housing is almost a 
misnomer now because housing simply 
isn’t affordable. There are some things 
that could be changed. Zoning needs 
to be changed, some of the building 
regulations need to be changed, but 
that’s a provincial matter. Then I think 
peoples’ expectations need to change. 
Houses have become very large and 
expensive. Millions of families across 
Canada were raised in houses that 
were well under 1,000 square feet. 
That measurement today is considered 
intolerable for a family of a mom, dad 
and two kids. Our expectations have 
far exceeded our ability to pay for 

them. I believe that smaller homes 
are the answer. Any initiative to build 
smaller homes should be encouraged 
and not frowned upon. Ironically, 
it seems that today’s families want 
to have rooms big enough for every 
child to have a queen-size bed. Not 
that many years ago, two or three kids 
would share a so-called double bed 
and that was a 54 inch, not a queen. 
I realize that’s a bit of a side-track 
but perhaps it is indicative of how 
our desires and wishes for luxury in 
everything has surpassed our abilities 
to be able to pay for such luxury.

Listed above are but three issues 
that I think are common to all our 
communities. There are many other 
issues as well. Hopefully, once the 
election dust is cleared at the end of 
October, the councils will be able to 
get to work and bring about solutions 
for their communities that will work 
and make our communities even more 
viable and more desirable to live in. As 
I said last week, municipal government 
is the most important level of govern-
ment in Canada. Please vote, please 
build your councillors up and not tear 
them down so that we may all have a 
better life in the rural Manitoba we 
love. It’s a way of life worth fighting 
for and allowing it to thrive and grow.

Get involved and please vote.
Disclaimer: The views expressed in this 

column are the writer’s personal views and 
are not to be taken as being the view of the 
Banner & Press staff.

Ken WaddellKen Waddell

Right in the Right in the 
CentreCentre

By Chad Carpenter

TundraTundra

Arie, my little black Yorkie Poodle, was given 
to me just a bit over three years ago. She was 
about one year old at the time. That means that 

three of her four years she has been under my care, 
surrounded by my love. Tonight, she not only came 
and sat on my lap, a rare gift, she rolled over, belly 
up, totally relaxed, allowing me to scratch her tummy 
and rub her ears. The moment did not go unnoticed. I 
have wanted her to be a cuddler and a snuggler. She has 
declined almost each and every invitation. She loves to 
be fed, to be walked, to be played with– just don’t get 
familiar. Sitting there, with Arie choosing me, filled 
me with gratitude.

Many times in every day I seek to see the good and 
give thanks. I think of the young man on the electric 
scooter… One day as he approached me, on the sidewalk, 
with a passenger and neither wearing helmets, I simply 
drew my dog right close to my side, paused, and asked 
him/them to not use the sidewalk. The abrupt reply– “I 
was born in this country” took me by surprise. It was 
not who they were, it was that they should not be riding 
on a walking path. Needless to say, that day they stood 
their course. Just a few days later, almost a complete 
repeat. Arie and I were walking, on the sidewalk, the 
same young man approaching– this time without a 
passenger. Again, I drew Arie close, and simply stood 
still. He made eye contact and swerved onto the grass 
while passing us. I was able to say thank you, whether 
it was heard or not. And I was filled with gratitude that 
the request of an old lady had been considered.

The neighbour across the back lane takes time to 
mow the unfenced portion of my back yard. This is a 
bit of give and take for they often need to use part of 
my property when using their back yard entrance. They 
understand the property line, understand that I could 
be a stinker, and they carefully, regularly mow what I 
call the back forty. And I am filled with gratitude that 
neighbours can be neighbourly.

There are nights that I fight with sleep. Trust me, I 
court her! A darkened, cool room. Limited screen time 
before retiring, no visible clock, only one small f lickering 
LED light on my night noise gizmo. The ceiling fan 
on low, the window ajar as long as the season allows, 
regular routine. Trust me, I’m trying! And then there 
is the morning that I am amazed that I have slept well. 
The day is filled with casual accomplishments. It’s not 
an effort to think or do. And I am so very filled with 
gratitude! I do not, ever, take a good night’s sleep for 
granted.

The faith I hold dear fills me with daily thanksgiv-
ing, the greatest thanksgiving. The God who created 
me holds me from my first breath to my last breath, 
for my days were known before my being and I will be 
known always. And I am filled with gratitude in this 
assurance of being loved.

Thanksgiving…
Gratitude

Are expectations too high?
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Submitted
By Debbie Phythian

PC Policies aim to protect victims of crime, 
Manitobans’ sense of safety in their own homes

Manitoba’s Progressive 
Conservatives are once 
again pushing for common-

sense policies that protect victims of crime and prevent 
revictimization.

PCs’ “Right to Defend Home and Family” Private Mem-
ber’s Resolution resumed debate on Thursday. Introduced 
by Borderland MLA Josh Guenter, the resolution urges 
Ottawa to amend the Criminal Code to clearly allow 
homeowners to use reasonable force, including deadly 
force, to protect themselves and their families against 
home invaders.

“Families have a right to feel safe in their own homes,” 
said Guenter. “This resolution calls on the NDP govern-
ment to simply affirm that right by ensuring better protec-
tions for homeowners who are defending their lives, the 
lives of their loved ones, and their property. Manitobans 
shouldn’t need yet another year of major home invasions 
and violent crime for the provincial government to get 
on board.”

This summer, Manitobans were shaken by news of an 
incident involving an armed group of thieves in Dufferin 
and the arrest of the victim who confronted them. Last 
month, a man allegedly broke into a Winnipeg woman’s 
home, choked and sexually assaulted her, and threatened 
to kill her. In May, an armed man broke into a St. James 
home, held a family with children hostage, and started a 
fire. Last September, Hollow Water First Nation witnessed 
a fatal stabbing rampage involving home break-ins. Other 
major incidents over the last year included armed home 
invasions targeting seniors, a home-based business, a 
northern First Nation, and more.

Coinciding with Guenter’s resolution, PCs’ Bill 210, 
The Criminal Trespassers Act and Amendments to The 
Occupiers’ Liability Act, also entered into second reading 
on Thursday. Introduced by Interlake–Gimli MLA and 
Opposition House Leader Derek Johnson, the legislation 
would protect property owners from unjustified lawsuits 
by criminals who sustain injuries while trespassing. Bill 
210 deals with civil liability, meaning existing criminal 

laws governing the use of force would continue to apply.
“We are bringing this bill forward again because the 

issue that led us to introduce it in the first place has not 
gone away,” said Johnson. “Manitobans deserve to feel 
safe in their communities. Homeowners, farmers, and 
businesses should know where they stand when some-
one enters their property without permission to commit 
a crime. Bill 210 addresses that situation and protects 
Manitobans from being revictimized.”

Another PC policy to protect victims of crime will enter 
second reading next week, aiming to prevent intimate 
partner violence in particular. Introduced by Selkirk 
MLA Richard Perchotte, Bill 212, The Highway Traffic 
Amendment Act (Stalking-Related Measures), allows 
courts to impose an automatic driver’s licence suspension 
on people convicted of criminal harassment (i.e., stalk-
ing) if a vehicle was used in committing the crime. The 
bill also authorizes police to seize and impound a vehicle 
if officers discover that the person using the vehicle was 
committing criminal harassment.

Submitted
By PC Caucus Media

On August 16, fifty-nine 
golfers, plus many specta-
tors, enjoyed a beautiful 
sunny day at Riverdale Golf 
& Country Club as they 
participated in the Jackie 
Fehr Memorial Charity 
Golf Tournament. The 
event was organized by 
Jackie’s daughter, Tammy, 
with the goal to donate all 
proceeds to Riverdale Pal-

liative Care.
Tammy recently pre-

sented $5,323.68 to Riv-
erdale Palliative Care! 
Tammy did an amazing job 
and we are truly thankful 
for the donation.

Through grants from 
Riverdale Municipality 
and Rivers & Area Founda-
tion, the palliative group 
has completed two recent 
projects – the addition to 
Prairie Crocus Library of 
several children’s books 

Memorial Golf Tournament raises over $5,000.00 for 
Riverdale Palliative Care

on death and grieving as 
well as a major renova-
tion to the Garden Suite 
palliative patient room at 
Riverdale Health Centre. 
Proceeds from the me-
morial golf tournament, 
as well as donations from 
Rivers Curling Club, Riv-
ers Women’s Institute and 
other memorial donations 
will be used for future pro-
jects. Some are already in 
the early planning stages, 
so we will keep you updated 

on those!
Please follow us on Face-

book for palliative news and 
resources. If you are in need 
of any specific resources 
please contact us and we 
will do what we can to help 
you find those resources.

If you are interested in 
becoming a Palliative Care 
Volunteer, there are some 
training sessions coming 
up. You can contact me for 
further information (Deb-
bie Phythian at 204-725-
8301). There is also a poster 
on our Facebook page with 
more information.

We also invite you to our 
Community Memorial Ser-
vice which we will host on 
Sunday, November 8, 2026 
at 3:00 p.m. at Rivers United 
Church – 347 Main St.

This Memorial Service is 
held every two years and is 
meant to remember those 
who have died and to share 
that significant loss in our 
community. You can help 
our committee in that if you 
have experienced the loss 
of a loved one since Novem-
ber 2024, you can contact 
us to ensure that their 
name be remembered. You 

may contact Dora Irvine 
(204-328-7167) or Donna 
Falkevitch (204-724-4232). 

There will also be an 
opportunity for fellowship 
and to share memories 
of our loved ones at the 
luncheon that will follow 
the memorial service.

We look forward to hear-
ing from you if you would 
like to have your loved one’s 
name remembered on Nov-
ember 8 in the community 
service. Please note that you 
do not have to be in attend-
ance to have us honor your 
loved one.

Submitted
By News Media Canada

National Newspaper 
Week is coming up from 
October 4-10, 2026. Run 

this matte story in your newspapers and visit www.nation-
alnewspaperweek.ca for more resources.

Matte Story
Spend a few minutes with a local newspaper and you get 

a pretty good sense of what’s happening in the community. 
Local newspapers don’t just report on communities. 

They are part of them. 
Every healthy community relies on trusted communi-

cation to know what’s happening around them. That 
includes the decisions being made at town hall, the events 
happening this weekend and the businesses opening, 
growing and investing locally. 

While national and international stories often domin-

ate social media feeds, local news stays closer to home. It 
focuses on the people, businesses and issues that shape 
the community around us. 

That local focus also makes newspapers an important 
way for businesses to connect with the people they want 
to reach. 

Independent research shows Canadians trust newspaper 
advertising more than social media advertising. News 
Media Canada research found that 57% of Canadians 
trust advertising in newspapers (in traditional or online 
formats), compared with 22% who say the same about 
advertising on Facebook and Instagram. 

For a local business, that trusted environment can 
make a difference. 

Local newspapers also reflect everyday life within their 
communities. Grand openings, milestone anniversaries, 

new developments and local business achievements may 
not make national headlines, but they matter to the people 
who live there. 

Pick up a local newspaper and there’s a good chance 
you’ll recognize some of the names, places and businesses 
in its pages. That familiarity is part of what makes local 
news different. It reflects the community back to the 
people who live there. 

And the relationship works both ways. Local businesses 
use newspapers to reach local customers, while their 
advertising helps support the journalism that keeps the 
community informed. 

The next time you pick up a newspaper, look at the lo-
cal advertisers. Chances are that you have a connection 
to them. 

This National Newspaper Week, October 4–10, cele-
brate the newspapers, journalists and businesses that help 
keep communities connected. 

Learn more at www.nationalnewspaperweek.ca.  

How local news powers local business

Al Gorithm covers everything.  
Except your community.
Al Gorithm decides what you see online based on your clicks, likes and shares. His job is to keep you 
scrolling. But would you trust him to tell you what’s happening in your community? 

Local journalists ask tough questions, investigate issues, attend council meetings and hold decision-makers 
accountable. They give you verified facts you can rely on.

Trust the people who report on your community. Celebrate local journalism. nationalnewspaperweek.ca
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Westman Youth Choir 2026 
performing soon

The Western Manitoba 
Youth Choir is preparing 
to tour the Westman region 
in October, after having 
two intensive weekend 
rehearsals at Riding Moun-
tain Conference Centre in 
Wasagaming in September. 
The 54-voice choir is drawn 
from 13 Westman commun-

ities. Conductors are Marla 
Fontaine and Vic Pankratz, 
with accompanist Danielle 
Guina. The Tour begins 
in Melita Strand Theatre 
on Oct. 17, Deloraine Win-
chester Theatre on Oct. 18, 
Killarney United Church 
on Oct. 19 and First Pres-
byterian Church, Brandon 
on Oct. 20.

All performances are at 
7:30pm.

Vic Pankratz – 
Conductor

Vic Pankratz’s career 
as a singer, conductor 
and teacher spans West-
gate Mennonite Collegiate 
and stages across Western 
Canada. He has served as 
artistic co-director of the 
Winnipeg Singers and 
artistic director of Prairie 
Voices, and has conducted 
numerous Manitoba youth 

and honour choirs. Vic is 
currently part of the artistic 
team with Dead of Winter, 
leading WinterSing. In 
2024, he received the Mani-
toba Choral Association’s 
Award of Distinction for 
Artistic Excellence.

Marla Fontaine – 
Conductor

Marla Fontaine is a Bran-
don University graduate 
with degrees in music, 
education and choral con-
ducting. A passionate music 
educator, she currently 
serves as choral specialist 
at École Secondaire Neelin 
High School. She also 
co-conducts Konektis and 
directs Great Plains Voices 
Thrive. Marla is passionate 
about building commun-
ity and creating beauty 
through music.

Danielle Guina – 
Collaborative Pianist
Danielle Guina is a Can-

adian collaborative pianist, 
singer and educator based 
in Brandon. An Eastman 
School of Music graduate, 
she teaches and performs 
throughout the Westman 
community and is a ses-
sional instructor and staff 
pianist at Brandon Univer-
sity. Danielle has been part 
of WMYC since 2022.

26102GE0

Gerry Gerry 
NolanNolan

Ref to Ref to 
writerwriter

The f lip of the calen-
dar to October means 
fall and, along with it, 
Halloween at the end 
of the month. With that 
in mind, here are a few 
more superst it ions. I 
remember as a young-
ster, after eating turkey, 
there was always a con-
test for the wishbone 
and who would win. 
Being much younger 
than my brothers, they 
had a slight advantage 
over me, but Mom would 
oversee the contest to 
make sure everything 
was done fairly. She also 
encouraged me to make 
a wish. I can’t remember 
anything I wished for, 
but it was still fun. The 
wishbone is considered 
lucky if you win and get 
the bigger part of the 
bone. Ancient Etrus -
cans believed birds to 

be mystical, powerful 
creatures and used their 
bones to make wishes. 
The Romans took on 
this belief, cracking 
bones for wishes, which 
was in turn passed on 
to the British during 
the days of the Roman 
Empire. Subsequently, 
the tradition made its 
way to the United States 
v ia the Br it i sh, and 
on Thanksgiving, the 
turkey wishbone is con-
sidered the ult imate 
symbol of good luck. 
Do you believe in Irish 
myths, like leprechauns, 
the pot of gold, or lucky 
charms? For hundreds 
of years, horseshoes 
have been considered 
lucky to the Irish. They 
were hung or still are 
hung in homes or above 
the door for protection, 
and providing they were 

pointing upward, it was 
bel ieved they would 
store good for tune. 
However, a horseshoe 
pointing downward is 
apparently bad luck to 
the Irish, as it allows 
all the good luck to fall 
out. The Irish are con-
sidered one of the lucki-
est nationalities on the 
planet. Whether that is 
true or not is impossible 
to know, but here are the 
top ten lucky charms in 
Ireland:
1.	 Lucky number
2.	 Bracelets 
3.	 Coins
4.	 Rings 
5.	 Four-leaf clovers 
6.	 Ladybugs 
7.	 Socks
8.	 Horseshoes 
9.	 Rainbows 
10.	Underwear

The use of keys as 
a lucky charm dates 
back to the ancient 
Greeks, who believed 
keys gave their prayers 
the power to reach the 
Gods. Keys are popular 
around the world as a 
key opens doors and 
offers opportunities, 
and many believe they 
also represent fortune 
and fame.

Superstitions

AI can look like 
journalism. That doesn’t 

make it journalism.

Two recent stories from 
Nunatsiaq News help 
explain the idea behind 
this year’s National News-
paper Week Al Gorithm 
campaign.

The name is a play on 
the word “algorithm.” Al-
gorithms are powerful sets 
of step-by-step instructions 
that computer systems use. 
They power Artif icial 
Intelligence tools and are 
used by social media plat-
forms that feed us content 
we will probably like. 

In this year’s campaign, 
Al Gorithm is shown as a 
real person for a reason.

More and more, AI-
generated news is being 
made to look as though a 
real journalist is behind it, 
with a name, a photo, a bio 
and a byline. These articles 
are products of complex 
algorithms designed to 
look like journalists, even 
when they are fake.

Nunatsiaq News recent-
ly reported on a website 
using AI-generated “cor-
respondents” to publish 
stories based in part on 
reporting done by es-
tablished northern news 
organizations. One fic-
tional reporter even has 
a realistic photo, a local-
sounding name and a 
made-up biography.

That is exactly the point 
behind Al Gorithm.

Artificial Intelligence 
can make an algorithm 
look human. The cam-
paign f lips that idea 
around to remind us that 
real journalism is still done 
by real people; people 
who show up, ask ques-
tions, check facts and are 
accountable for what they 
publish.

As AI-generated con-
tent gets harder to spot, 
one question matters 
more than ever: Who ac-
tually did the reporting? 
Real people report real 
news.

Performers from Virden, Oak Lake, Pierson and Hamiota are: Jordan Thiessen, 
Bruno Gibbert, Aurora White, Jesse Waldner, Micah Thiessen, Amelia Alphonso, 
Chloe Caldwell, Cadie Huberdeau.

Submitted
Rivers Banner
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Notable Thanksgiving traditions

Grandma’s Cornbread 
Dressing Pecan Pie

Thanksgiving is a family-centric holiday that 
revolves around the dinner table and encourages 
celebrants to acknowledge all that they have to be 
thankful for. Thanksgiving is celebrated in October 

in Canada and in November in the United States.
Many Thanksgiving traditions focus on commun-

ity events and sumptuous feasts, but they don’t stop 
there. Here are some of the more notable traditions 
people can embrace on this day of giving thanks.

· Roasting turkey: Many foods will grace the 
Thanksgiving dinner table, but turkey is the star of 
the show. Roasting remains the most popular way 
to cook a turkey, but deep-fried and even rotisserie 
turkey have become more popular in recent years.

· Watching the parade: Millions of people tune 
into the broadcast of Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade, and many more line the streets of New 
York City to watch it in person. The Macy’s parade 
was first held on November 27, 1924, and was only 
suspended for three years during World War II. 
The parade features musical events, special guests 
and pop culture balloons that navigate streets lined 
with skyscrapers.

· Turkey trotting: Believe it or not, wild turkeys 
can run at speeds up to 25 miles per hour in short 
bursts, according to Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center. Perhaps inspired by these speedy birds, tur-
key trots are popular on Thanksgiving Day. People 
of all ages start the holiday by running or walking 
in these charity events.

· Watching football: Watching professional foot-

ball on television is a popular Thanksgiving custom. 
The Detroit Lions and the Dallas Cowboys always 
host an afternoon game on Thanksgiving. Each year, 
the National Football League also schedules a third 
matchup in primetime featuring other teams. In 
2026, the lineup features: Chicago Bears at Detroit 
Lions (1:00 p.m. ET), Philadelphia Eagles at Dallas 
Cowboys (4:00 p.m. ET) and Kansas City Chiefs at 
Buffalo Bills (8:20 p.m. ET).

· Early holiday decorating: Many households will 
decorate for Christmas immediately following the 
clearing of the Thanksgiving turkey from the table. 
Some may even decorate before guests arrive on 
Thanksgiving.

· Tuning into “A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving”: 
Some families watch this beloved Charlie Brown 
television special the night before Thanksgiving, 
enjoying the movie’s snack menu of jelly beans, 
popcorn and toast.

· Celebrate “Friendsgiving”: People who may 
not have relatives close by often gather with close 
friends to commemorate friendships and express 
their gratitude for one another.

Thanksgiving marks the first holiday during the 
whirlwind celebratory season. It’s filled with many 
traditions that people across the United States and 
Canada enjoy. 

Turkey dinner and all the trimmings. 

Ingredients
•	 1 3/4 cups white 

sugar
•	 1/4 cup dark corn 

syrup
•	 1/4 cup butter
•	 1 tablespoon cold 

water
•	 2 teaspoons corn-

starch
•	 3 large eggs
•	 1 1/4 cups chopped 

pecans
•	 1 teaspoon vanilla 

extract
•	 1/4 teaspoon salt
•	 1  (9 inch) un -

baked pie shell

Directions
1.	Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
2.	Combine sugar, corn syrup, butter, water, and cornstarch 

together in a medium saucepan over medium heat. Bring to a 
boil; remove from heat and let cool.

3.	Beat eggs in a large bowl with an electric mixer until frothy. 
Gradually beat in sugar-syrup mixture. Stir in pecans, vanilla 
extract, and salt.

4.	Pour mixture into pie shell. Bake in the preheated oven until 
filling sets, 45 to 50 minutes. If the edges brown too quickly, 
loosely cover them with foil or a pie shield halfway through 
baking.

5.	Let the pie cool at room temperature for at least 2 hours before 
slicing so the filling fully sets.

Ingredients
•	 3 cups crumbled cornbread	 •  2 tbsps butter
•	 1 small onion, diced			  •  1/2 cup chopped celery
•	 2 large eggs, beaten			   •  1 tbsp dried sage
•	 salt and ground black pepper to taste
•	 2 cups chicken stock, or as needed

Directions
1.	Gather all ingredients.
2.	Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease a 7x11-

inch baking dish. Place crumbled cornbread in a large bowl.
3.	Melt butter in a large skillet over medium heat. Add onion and 

celery and sauté until soft, 5 to 7 minutes.
4.	Add sautéed onion and celery to the crumbled cornbread. Stir in 

eggs, sage, salt, and pepper. Gradually stir in chicken stock until the 
cornbread is evenly moistened. Transfer to the prepared baking dish.

5.	Bake in the preheated oven until the dressing is lightly golden 
around the edges and the center reaches 165 degrees F (74 degrees 
C), about 30 minutes.



Rural crime is changing; our laws need to catch up
Under the Dome

By MLA Greg Nesbitt 
Riding Mountain
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For many Manitobans, especially those living in 
rural and northern communities, the fear of crime 
is no longer abstract. It is a  lived experience. It’s 
the sound of a truck pulling into the yard late at 
night. It’s the worry that the next break in won’t just 
be about stolen tools or a missing quad - it could 
be something far worse. And increasingly, it’s the 
unsettling realization that when criminals show up 
armed and dangerous, the law may not be on the 
side of the people simply trying to protect their 
homes and families.

As a rural Manitoban myself, I understand what 
many other rural residents have been saying for 
years: the balance between victims’ rights and 
offenders’ rights has tipped too far in the wrong 
direction. That is why our PC Caucus introduced 
the “Right to Defend Home and Family” resolution, 
which calls on the federal government to amend the 
Criminal Code to make it unmistakably clear that 
homeowners can use reasonable force - including 
deadly force - to defend themselves against home 
invaders. Manitoba’s Progressive Conservative Party 
strongly believes that families have a right to feel 
safe in their own homes.

That belief resonates deeply in rural Manitoba, 
where police response times can stretch far beyond 
what urban residents experience. When an armed 
intruder is kicking in your door, “just call 911” is 
not a plan, it’s a hope. And hope is not a strategy.

There have been several disturbing incidents that 
have shaken Manitobans over the past year. In the 
R.M. of Dufferin near Carman, an armed group of 
thieves confronted a property owner and the vic-

tim ended up arrested. In Winnipeg, a woman was 
allegedly choked and sexually assaulted by a man 
who broke into her home. In St. James, an armed 
intruder held a family hostage and set their house 
on fire. Hollow Water First Nation endured a fatal 
stabbing rampage involving home break ins. Sen-
iors, families, home based businesses, and northern 
communities have all been targeted.

These are not isolated events. They are part of 
a pattern: criminals becoming more brazen, more 
violent, and more willing to invade private homes. 
And when the justice system appears to punish 
victims for defending themselves, confidence in 
the law erodes.

That is the reason we introduced Bill 210, The 
Criminal Trespassers Act and Amendments to The 
Occupiers’ Liability Act. Introduced by Interlake 
Gimli MLA Derek Johnson, the Bill aims to protect 
property owners from being sued by criminals who 
injure themselves while trespassing. As MLA Johnson 
notes, “homeowners, farmers, and businesses should 
know where they stand when someone enters their 
property without permission to commit a crime.”

It is a simple concept: if you break into someone’s 
property to commit a crime, you should not be able 
to sue them because you got hurt doing it. Yet under 
current civil law, such lawsuits are possible. Bill 210 
would close that loophole.

Our PC Caucus is also pushing for Bill 212, The 
Highway Traffic Amendment Act (Stalking-Related 
Measures). Introduced by Selkirk MLA Richard Per-
chotte, this Bill targets stalking - a crime that dispro-
portionately affects women and often escalates into 
violence. The Bill would allow courts to automatically 
suspend the driver’s licence of anyone convicted 
of criminal harassment if a vehicle was used in the 

crime. Police would also be empowered to seize and 
impound vehicles used for stalking. In rural areas, 
where driving is essential and distances are long, this 
measure could be a meaningful deterrent.

Taken together, these proposals reflect a broader 
shift in public sentiment. Manitobans are tired of 
feeling vulnerable. They are tired of hearing about 
criminals who seem to face fewer consequences than 
the people they terrorize. And they are tired of laws 
that feel out of step with the realities of rural life.

Strengthening protections for property owners 
is not about encouraging vigilantism. It’s about 
acknowledging that the first line of defence in a 
home invasion is often the homeowner; and the law 
should recognize that reality. It’s about ensuring that 
victims are not revictimized by the justice system. 
And it’s about restoring a basic sense of security: 
that your home is your sanctuary, not a liability.

Whether these Bills pass will depend on the 
government’s willingness to confront a growing 
public safety crisis. But one thing is clear: rural 
Manitobans are demanding change. They want laws 
that reflect their lived experience, not abstract legal 
theory. They want clarity, fairness, and protection. 
And above all, they want to feel safe in their own 
homes again.

As your MLA for Riding Mountain, I will continue 
to advocate for strengthened measures that let all 
Manitobans feel safe in their own homes.

Greg Nesbitt is the Member of Legislative As-
sembly for the Riding Mountain constituency. He 
can be reached at 204-759-3313, toll-free 1-844-
877-7767 or by email at gregnesbittmla@mymts.net. 
When emailing or leaving a message at our office, 
please include your name, address and a daytime 
phone number.
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for the  
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Manitoba Community Newspaper Association Province Wide Classifieds 
NOTICES
Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein are 
the sole responsibility of 
the persons or entities that 
post the advertisement, and 
the Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Association and 
membership do not make any 
warranty as to the accuracy, 
completeness, truthfulness 

IT’S NOW TIME TO PRO-
MOTE YOUR PRODUCTS, 
SERVICES & WEBSITE 
WITH CLASSIFIED ADS 
ACROSS MANITOBA! 
BOOST YOUR REACH. 
Let us help you book your 
blanket classified Ads. 
Three types - Blanket text 
only, Response Builders 
(no logo) or Power Builder 

or reliability of such ad-
vertisements. For greater 
information on advertising 
conditions, please consult 
the Association’s Blanket 
Advertising Conditions on our 
website at www.mcna.com.

URGENT PRESS RELEAS-
ES - Have a newsworthy 
item to announce? An ex-

ads (with logo)! It will be 
seen in the MCNA Member 
Weekly Newspapers, each 
week, in homes across 
Manitoba. Ask about our 
“buy three ads, get one 
free promotion. Call THIS 
NEWSPAPER NOW to 
book, or call MCNA at (204) 
947-1691 for more details or 
to book ads. Take advantage 

citing change in operations? 
Though we cannot guarantee 
publication, MCNA will get 
the information into the right 
hands for ONLY $35.00 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA (204) 
947-1691 for more informa-
tion. See www.mcna.com 
under the “Types of Adver-
tising” tab for more details. 

of our great pricing! MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Association. 
www.mcna.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Private mortgage lender. All 
real estate types considered. 
No credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender and 
get quick approval. (403) 

NOTICE OF ELECTION
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF OAKVIEW

Notice is hereby given that a vote of the Rural Municipality of Oakview will be 
taken to elect:
One Reeve from the following duly nominated candidates:
• FORTUNE, Brent • GOURLAY, Nelson    • REYNOLDS, Gavin

Two Councillors at large for Ward 1 from the following duly nominated candidates:
• MCFADDEN, Shawn • HYNDMAN, Frank   • EVANS, Lloyd
• CHRISTIE, Ian  • DALGLEISH, John
Two Councillors at large for Ward 2 from the following duly nominated candidates:
• RAUPERS, Chris  • BOOTSMAN, Joey  • CHRISTIE, Robert (Bob)
• HEDLEY, Trent
Two Councillors at large for Ward 3 from the following duly nominated candidates:
• STEWART, Charles  • AAROE, Bill  • CORBEY, Andrew
Three Committee members for LUD of Rapid City from the following duly nominated candidates:
• USUNIER, Justin  • PAUL, James  • CITULSKY, Curtis
• RICHTER, Jaimie

NOTICE OF ACCLAMATION
Committee members for LUD of Oak River have been acclaimed:
• BURKE, Harmony  • JOHNSON, Karen  • TURNBULL, Robert

Voting Places
Voting places will be open for voting on Wednesday the 28th day of October, 2026 between 8:00 
a.m. and 8:00 p.m. at the following locations:
• Voting Station #1 (Rapid City Poll) – Rapid City Legion Memorial Community Centre at 380 – 3rd 

Avenue in Rapid City (Townships 13 & 14 Range 19 and 20W, which includes the Town of Rapid City)
• Voting Station #2 (Basswood Poll) – Basswood Community Hall at 125 McKinnon Street in Basswood 

(Township 15 Range 19 and 20W) 
• Voting Station #3 (Oak River Poll) – Meeting Room at the Oak River Rink 7 Government Road in Oak 

River (Township 13 Range 21 & Range 22W; and Township 14 Range 22W) 
• Voting Station #4 (Cardale Poll) – Dora’s Coffee Shop at 28 Railway Avenue in Cardale (Township 14 

Range 21W and Township 15 Range 21 and 22W)
IDENTIFICATION MAY BE REQUIRED BEFORE BEING ALLOWED TO VOTE.  A person may be 
required to produce one piece of government issued photo identification (for example – driver’s 
license or passport) or at least two other documents that provide proof of identity.

Advance Voting
For the purpose of accommodating persons who are qualified to vote, but who have reason to 
believe that they will be absent or otherwise unable to attend their proper voting place on election 
day, an advance voting opportunity will be located at:
• R.M. of Oakview municipal office at 10 Cochrane Street Oak River, MB and 
• R.M. of Oakview municipal office at 435 Third Ave Rapid City, MB and will be open on:
• Monday, October 19th, 2026 between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.
• Tuesday, October 20th, 2026:  9:00 am and 12:00 noon and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
• Wednesday, October 21st, 2026:  9:00 am and 12:00 noon and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Application to Vote by Sealed Envelope
A voter who is unable to go in person to the voting place or vote in advance, may apply in person, 
in writing, by fax or email to the senior election official at R.M. of Oakview office at 10 Cochrane 
Street Oak River, Box 179 Oak River, MB  R0K 1T0; fax number (204) 566-2126; or email info@
rmofoakview.ca
If applying in person*, a voter may apply between October 1st, 2026 and October 23rd, 2026 during 
regular office hours. 
*A voter applying in person may pick up a sealed envelope ballot package at the time of application.
If applying by mail, fax or email**, a voter may apply between September 30th, 2026 and October 
25th, 2026.
**A voter applying by mail or fax will receive a sealed envelope ballot package by regular post, or 
by making alternative arrangements with the senior election official.

Mark Humphries
Senior Election Officer

RM of Oakview
(204)566-2146

cao@rmofoakview.ca

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF Sandra Darlene Hedley (also 
known as Sandy Darlene Hedley), late 
of Rivers, Manitoba, deceased;

ALL claims against the above estate, 
supported by Statutory Declaration 
must be sent to the attention of: 
Amanda Adam, Estates Officer, at 155 
Carlton St Suite 500, Winnipeg, MB, 
R3C 5R9 on or before the 12th day of 
November 2026.

DATED at Winnipeg, Manitoba, this 
10th day of September, 2026

JANA TAYLOR
DEPUTY PUBLIC GUARDIAN 
AND TRUSTEE OF MANITOBA 
ADMINISTRATOR

LET’S GET READY 
TO ROCK!

Rivers Curling AGM 
Tuesday, October 13th, 7pm.

Rolling Dale Enterprises 
Incorporated 

Annual General Meeting
Monday, October 19, 2026 ~ 4:00 PM

533 2nd Avenue
 Rivers, Manitoba

Join us as we reflect on the past year, share 
updates, and look ahead to the year to come.

All are welcome to attend!

Rolling River 
School Division

invites applications for

HEAD CUSTODIAN POSITION
Plan, supervise and perform cleaning, minor repairs / 

maintenance, safety related building and grounds checks and 
custodial administrative duties for assigned division building.

Permanent - 12 months per year
Monday to Friday

School Hours per Day 

Rapid City Elementary,
Rapid City, MB

7 hours per day 
6:15am - 2:15pm

Rate of Pay as per CUPE Collective Agreement
Benefits package

For more details and application information, please visit 
our website at www.rrsd.mb.ca,

select Employment link, then Support Positions link.

Service

For Sale

543-0927 www.firstandse-
condmortgages.ca 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
/ BUSINESS FOR SALE
Big game outfitting business - 
black bear, white-tailed deer, 
elk. Interlake region, areas 
25 and parts of 21 and 25a. 
Phone Bob 1-204-364-2405 
or 1-204-378-7036. Oct. 1
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ONLY $30.00
+ GST PER WEEK
when booked for 

52 weeks

Rivers
Banner

CONTACT US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR 
SPACE!

riversbanner@outlook.com ~ 431-351-1628

• Development Services

• Pond & Dugouts

• Drive/Lane Construction

• Basements

• Excavation

• Laser Ditching & Drainage

• Septic Systems

• Gravel & Trucking

• Demolition

• Snow Removal

Rivers, MB R0K 1X0
204-761-8765

kroegerbackhoe@gmail.com

Box 430, 556-2nd Avenue
Rivers MB, R0K1X0

www.homehardware.ca
204-328-7570

Wishing This Year’s Graduates

  Great Happiness
    & Success

  










Killarney          
Hamiota          Brandon          Birtle

Pilot Mound Deloraine
Serving Rivers and area

since 1915.

Phone 204-727-0694
www.brockiedonovan.com

1-855-727-0330 | 204-727-0330
www.memorieschapel.com

locally owned and operated
1-855-727-0330 | 204-727-0330
www.memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB  R7A 7P3

204.727.0330
memorieschapel.com

Hunt, Miller 
& Co. LLP

Robert D. Harrison, Lawyer
Phone 204-727-8491 or 

204-328-7540 
(Thursdays, 2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

Thanks for your 
support this past year. 

Bright wishes 
to you now and 

in the year ahead.

204-764-2744
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

Hamiota’s

204-764-2744
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

Hamiota’s

Dwayne Campbell 
Brittany MacLellan 

Stewart Endeavors 
Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/Belly 

Dump Services - Excavating 

stewartend2015@gmail.com 
204-365-0086
Alex Stewart 
Box 916, 
Rivers MB, R0K1X0 

RIVERS, MB

204-724-6870
280 Taylor Road

Rivers, MB R0K 1X0
www.redlinetransport.ca

alepp@redlinetransport.ca
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The 2026–27 regular 
season in the National 
Hockey League began 
on October 2 for the 
Winnipeg Jets with a 4–3 
overtime loss to the Bos-
ton Bruins. In what was 
an exciting, well-played 
game for the first game 
of the season, I believe 
Winnipeg fans will have 
a lot to look forward 
to this season. Was it 
entertaining? Yes! The 
influx of youth which 
is new to the team this 
year will lift the Jets to, at 
very least, some exciting 
matches this campaign.  
Watching the rookies 
on the Jets was exciting. 
Tyrel Bauer on defense, 
who got into his first 
National Hockey League 

While my wife and I 
were watching Happy 
Days, a classic family fa-
vourite, an episode came 
on where the characters 
buried a time capsule 
and wondered what the 
future would look like. 
That got us thinking 
about what life was like 
right here a century ago 
in 1926.  In 1926, the 
Roaring Twenties were 
in full swing across Win-
nipeg, bringing mod-
ern electricity, jazz, and 
automobiles. Meanwhile, 
just a short drive away in 
rural communities like 
Virden, daily life was still 
a relentless test of physical 
endurance, defined by 
the transition from draft 
horses to early gas-pow-

f ight and then stood 
up for a teammate who 
was knocked down, is 
something the Jets have 
been sorely missing. 
Tyrel Bauer became a fan 
favorite, just like that! 
He is physical and took 
on the Bruins’ enforcer 
and left him bloodied. 
Tyrel already has his 
role figured out. Viggo 
Björck is an incredibly 
t a lented 18 - year- old 
player. He looked good 
and was even on the ice 
for the three-on-three 
overtime. He outman-
euvered three Boston 
players, and while there 
was no scoring oppor-
tunity on the play, he 
showed how quick and 
determined he was , 

ered engines.  Outside 
the major cities, life was 
rugged and physically 
demanding. While city 
dwellers enjoyed indoor 
plumbing and electric ap-
pliances, the average farm 
woman was still hauling 
heavy pails of water from 
hand pumps and scrub-
bing laundry by hand on 
washboards. No one was 
sitting around watching 
television or scrolling on 
cell phones, they simply 
did not exist!  Telephones 
were still luxury items in 
the countryside. Travel 
was slow, relying on rough 
dirt roads that turned 
into deep mud during the 
spring thaw (much like 
some of our gravel roads 
after a heavy rain today!).

compet ing for loose 
pucks.  Brad Lambert 
also looked good. He is 
a strong skater, and his 
quickness with his line-
mates Adam Lowry and 
Morgan Barron should 
br ing a part icularly 
good line to the Jets. The 
Jets’ fourth line needs to 
figure things out quick-
ly. Cole Koepke, who is a 
quick, strong skater, was 
a healthy scratch. Nino 
Niederreiter looked 
like he was skating in 
mud, going slower. His 
legs are too slow for the 
pace that the Jets need 
to play at . V ladislav 
Namestnikov can skate 
but has a bad habit of 
hanging on to the puck 
too long and will not 
shoot. Alex Iafallo can 
play anywhere on any 
line at any time. The 
Jets should use Brayden 
Yager instead of Nino 
and let him develop in 
the National Hockey 
League. Like I said, it 
was a good game to start 
the season. Let’s hope 
there are many more of 
them this season.

A Turning Point in 
Prairie Farming

For years, farmers were 
skeptical of gas tractors, 
preferring reliable horse 
teams. However, by 1926, 
the iconic John Deere 
Model D tractor was sweep-
ing across the Prairies. 
Demand skyrocketed as 
farmers realized they could 
harvest far more acre-
age with significantly less 
manual labour. At the 
same time, innovations 
like the Winnipeg-made 
Stewart Sheaf Loader were 
gaining popularity across 
Manitoba fields, dramatic-
ally reducing the gruelling 
physical work of gathering 
crop bundles by hand. 
Big scientific strides were 
happening, too. The Do-
minion Rust Research Lab-
oratory was completed in 
early 1926 on the grounds 
of the University of Mani-
toba. Scientists there began 
breeding disease-resistant 
wheat varieties that would 
safeguard Prairie agricul-
ture for decades to come. 
Stay tuned, I will be digging 
into more 1926-time cap-
sule surprises next week!

Reflections on Prairie Life, 1926

26101GE0

Jets Youth
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