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Flowers and burgers on a bright sunny day
Rapid City 4-H Fundraiser

Inside...

PHOTO BY JESSICA COULTER

Rapid City 4-H members served up a BBQ lunch. Braxtyn Usnier, Swayzie Bootsman, Ryler van Meijl, Jessa Switzer with

help from little brother Daxen, a future 4-H member.

n Saturday, May 10, the
O Rapid City 4-H Beef Club
hosted a fundraising
BBQ lunch at Walker’s Greenhouse. Each year for the past few
years, Walker’s Greenhouse has hosted a fundraising group at
the Greenhouse in May. Kendra Walker knows she has a fair bit
of traffic at her greenhouse every May and wants to help these
groups with their fundraisers by having them at her location
during her busiest time.
The 4-H club sold over 90 burgers and 4 dozen hot dogs from

By Jessica Coulter
RIVERS BANNER

1lam to 2pm. Funds raised from the day will go towards fees,
club events, and the annual achievement day.

The club’s achievement day is in conjunction with the Rapid
City Ag Society Fair on June 21. The club will also compete at
Neepawa & Area Fat Stock Show & Sale on July 2 in Neepawa.

In addition to the burgers and dogs, people were able to pur-
chase different slices of pie, which were made by Henry’s Meats.

“We would like to thank Heritage Co-op and Rapid City &
District Co-op for their donations to our BBQ,” says Kendra
Bootsman, 4-H Leader.

HEARTWARMING
MﬂT}iIIEEE’S DAY

Our New Partners

Roy Johnston TDS congratulates Renae Baker,
Suzette Golden-Greenwood and Alyson Vercaigne
on their admission to the partnership.
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Artists in the school project: Hamiota

PHOTOS BY CELIA NOLAN

Mr. Coughlin’s Grade 5 class also used recyclables
to make gym games for Earth Day

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

amiota Elementary School held a “Gal-
H lery Walk” on Tuesday April 29 to cele-

brate the completion of their Manitoba
Arts Council school project. Their topic was the
Hamiota Trash Talk! Thisrecognizes reused and
renewed items, creating art out of recyclables.

Students were proud to show friends and family
their many art projects, all using recycled ele-
ments.

The Community collected buttons, bottle caps,
beads, boards and all sorts of odds and ends
that Hamiota Students, with imagination and
creativity, used to create beautiful art pictures.

The projects all helped students to learn cur-
riculum concepts through hands-on creativity
like the grade 1 class whose project was, beads
in a barrel that had students sculpted Canadian
animals and create their habitat in recycled cof-
fee cans, like the polar bear home.

Mr. Coughlin’s grade 5 class also used recyc-
lables for gym games on Earth Day!

The grade 4 class made a beautiful peep show,
in shoe boxes that were a delightful bit of art
magic, helping students to learn about animal
habitat.

This is wonderful
work that is being
done by the Hamiota
Elementary students
under the guidance of
instructor Joan Trott!

GRICCEDEASPARAGU'S

Ingredients:

- 1 tablespoon olive oil

- 1 tablespoon melted butter

- 1 clove garlic, minced

- 1/2 pound fresh asparagus, trimmed
- Salt and pepper to taste

- 1 tablespoon toasted sesame seeds

Directions:
Preheat grill for high heat.

The projects all helped students learn curriculum
concepts through hands-on creativity like the
Grade 1's “Beds in a Barrel” that had students
sculpt Canadian animals and created their habitat
in recycled coffee cans, like this polar bear’'s home.

Grade 4's made beautiful “peep shows"” in shoe boxes that were a delightful bit
of art magic as students learned about animal habitats.

In a bowl, oil, butter, garlic, salt and pepper. Place asparagus in the

bowl and toss to coat.

Lightly oilafine-mesh grillgrate. Place asparaguson grate,and cook
8 minutes, until tender but firm. Garnish with sesame seeds to serve.

The community collected buttons, bottle caps, beads, boards, and all sorts of
odds and ends that Hamiota students, with imagination and creativity, used to

create beautiful art pieces.
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FAITHFULLY
YOURS

NEIL STROHSCHEIN

Looking back

In two months, I will celebrate another birthday.
Birthdaysused to be days Iwelcomed; because with
each successive birthday, I was granted new priv-
ileges. For example, birthday number 16 allowed
me to get an Alberta Driver’s License. Birthday
number 18 meant I had the right to vote. It also
meant that I could leave home, get a place of my
own (if I chose to do so) and do all those other
things a legal adult can do.

Birthday number 19 wasn’t nearly as joyful. It
was a day to look back on the previous year, cele-
brate achievements, acknowledge mistakes and
identify changes Ineeded to make thatwould help
me grow in my ability to think, speak and act as a
responsible citizen, a productive employee and a
faithful follower of Jesus Christ.

I have done that every year since. Some birth-
days have been days for joyful celebration. Some
have been painful and filled with regret. Today,

as another birthday draws near, I marvel at all of
the changes I have seen in my lifetime.

AsIwrite these words, I am looking at the screen
of a home computer. To my left is a smart phone
that can do almost as much as this computer. On
my wrist is a watch that monitors my heart rate,
counts the steps I take each day, tells me how long
I slept the previous night and reminds me of a
pending appointment or task I need to complete.
Modern technology makes it easy to communicate
with family and friends; and enables us to watch
events that happen on the other side of the world
in real time. Few of these things were available to
us when I celebrated birthday number 19.

But these modern benefits, as good as they are,
often reveal evil and sinister elements in society.
For every truthful and factual news item we see
online, there is at least one filled with exaggera-
tions, assumptions and outrightlies. Anyone living
anywhere in the world can become the victim of a
smear campaign, online bullying or identity theft.
And although modern technology is making our
world seem smaller by the day, recent acts by for-
eign governments and our own have built walls of
economic, social and political separation between
countries that were once good neighbours and
even better friends.

These recent developments have had a significant
impact on how I view the world in which I live. I
will address this topic in detail next week.

Butthey have also reminded me of one significant
truth. Everything in our world may be changing at
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Word Bank
1. power 4. dessert 7. tea 10. candles
2. liberation 5. noticed 8. charitable 11. delightful
3. essential 6. hosts 9. wrestling 12. tickets

a rapid pace, but one thing remains constant. My
faith (and I hope yours as well) is in a God who
never changes, in Jesus Christ who is the same,
yesterday, today and forever, and in the Holy Spirit
who is as real and present among us today as he
has always been. One God, three persons, three
in one, ever three and ever one.

In those times when I feel the grip of anxiety and
despair (and I have had my share of them this past
year), it is comforting to know that God has not
abandoned us. He has not left us here to flounder
around on our own. He is before us, beside us, be-
hind us and hovers over us at all times. And if we
will allow him to do so, he will come to live inside
of us and to give us his everlasting peace.

Westman Canadian Reformed Church

Worship Services
Sundays at 10:00am

“Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for
Joy together.” Psalm 96:8

| L

Join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

RIVERS
COMMUNITY
CHURCH

447 Edward Street ~ 204-328-7882 r
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Rarip City CommuNITY CHURCH
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SCRAP METAL, OLD CARS, COPPER, BRASS, ALUMINUM
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By Chad Carpenter

PC Leadership races- a review

he Manitoba Progressive

I Conservative (PC) Party has
historically struggled over a
number of issues include organiza-
tional structure and leadership. This
column dealswith theleadershipissue.

Over my lifetime, there have been
a number of PC Party of Manitoba
Leadership races. I was too young to
really remember how the election of
DuffRoblinunfolded asitwasin 1954
when I was only about six years old.

When Roblin resigned in 1967, a
leadership race wasdeclared and Wal-
ter Weir of Minnedosa won against
Sterling Lyon, Dr. George Johnson
and Stewart McLean. Itwasadelegate
selection convention with 466 votes
cast in the first round of voting. It
was hotly contested as I witnessed the
convention having been recruited by
Dr. Johnson’s daughter, Janice, later to
become Senator Johnson. Janice and
I sat on the University of Manitoba
Student Council (UMSU) together.
Walter Weir was defeated in the 1969
provincial election by Ed Schreyer
and the first NDP government in
Manitoba. A leadership convention
washeldin 1971 where Sidney Spivak
defeated Harry Enns in a delegated
convention by 261 votesto 251. A total
of 476 votes.

In 1975, another delegated conven-
tion was held where Sterling Lyon
defeated Sydney Spivak 264-207, a
total of 471 votes.

The 1983 leadership convention
was delegated as well. It was a hotly
contested event where on the first bal-
lot Gary Filmon received 261 votes,
Brian Ransom got 217 and Clayton
Manness got 71.

The 2000 leadership convention
gave Stuart Murray the leadership
by acclamation as Darren Praznik
withdrew from the race earlier.

The 2006 leadership convention

was the first one-member-one vote

GCENTRE

RIGHTJINATEIE;

KEN W ADDELL

The 2006 leadership
convention was the first
one-member-one-vote
leadership election.

leadership election. This concept had
been presented and debated at numer-
ous AGMs and the process was finally
adopted for the 2006 leadership race.
The results were Hugh McFadyen
6,091 votes, Ron Schuler 1,953 and
Ken Waddell 1,069.

Brian Pallisterwasacclaimedin the
2012 leadership race.

The 2021 leadership race was also
hotly contested with Heather Stef-
anson winning 8,405 votes to Shel-
ley Glover at 8,042. Disagreement
extended past voting day as Glover’s
team contested the resultsin court but
the court did not find in her favour.

The 2025 PC Manitoba leadership
race was won by Obby Khan with
2,198.8 points over Wally Daudrich
2,163.2 points.

The 2025 leadership race used
a weighted points per constituency
system and while Khan won on
points, Daudrich received 45 more
total votes. The weighted system
is similar to what has been used in
the Conservative Party of Canada
leadershipraces. The processhasbeen
highly debated with detractors saying

itdistorts a true one-member-one vote
system. Proponents say it allows for
better regional representation so as
to avoid larger membership ridings
from overwhelming the vote. I believe
the system came about in the federal
party level (CPC) at the insistence of
former PCleader Peter MacKaywhen
the Progressive Conservative Party of
Canada merged with the Canadian
Alliance Party (formerly Reform Party
of Canada).

The one-member-one-vote system
makes accessibility to voting much
casier for all members. Many people
are challenged financially or by loca-
tion to travel to a delegate selection
meeting or even more, to aleadership
convention.

Going forward, there needs to
be many discussions among PC
Manitoba membersand other people
about the leadership selection issue
and organizational issues.

Disclaimer: Theviews expressed in this
column are the writer’s personal views and
are not to be taken as being the view of the

newspaper staff.

IHOMEBGDIES;

RITA FRIESEN

A mother
heart...

Some things change, and some things never change.

Here are words that I penned decades ago and re-
lived this month.

“I'marvel at a mother heart. Not necessarily a mother’s
heart, for that’s exclusive. I’'ve witnessed a mother heart in
many who have never borne a child, and unfortunately
some mothers lack one. This capacity to love, and to feel
hurt is inexhaustible.

There are unexplained manifestations of this condition.
It is the feeling of bursting with pride and embarrassment
when our five year old gets up on stage and lisps out their
lines while hitching a skirt around their elbows or picking
and scratching, depending on the gender of the child!
Geniuses, all of them. A half laugh and a catch at tears
when our loved ones achieve a goal and receive public ac-
claim- a part of them is us. Sometimes this sensation can
be frightening in the very intensity of emotion. A first solo
date. But that’s just a prelude to the farewell of college or-
pass the Kleenex- a wedding.

Be the child male or female, we know so well the dangers,
the hard work and the joys that await them. And we can
never adequately prepare them for all of life. No wonder
we choke! They flub, we suffer. They do well, we exalt.
Our heart beats for life for us, but with life for them. There
1s no impassive observance of their comings and goings.
We feel it all. Some incidents probably hurt us more and
longer than them.

I’'ve wondered on occasion, if I'll outgrow this aftlic-
tion. I've wondered too if I want to. It is indeed a fine
and wondrous misery. I witnessed a touching scene and
it indicated that this may truly be a chronic and livelong
malady. I watched a mother’s reaction as her son sang in
a duet at church. Suddenly she sat a little straighter, her
head nodding approval and her feet keeping time with the
music. You could see the message in her very demeanour,
“that’s my boy!”. What struck me most was that her ‘boy’
was 1n his late forties, and she was nearly eighty. So, no,
we don’t recover!

With retrospection I conclude that this primal urge is a
well thought out Divine Plan. It certainly works.”

Now I am almost eighty. The child on stage was/is a
great grandchild. Almost four years old, she participated
with her dance class, on the stage, at the Roxie. Two great
grandparents, two grandpas and a ‘nana’ , an auntie and
a cousin, and auntie with her friend, and another auntie,
and an great auntie were all there to cheer her on and
applaud until our hands hurt! I was amazed at how my
throat closed and my eyes leaked as this wee lass, shy by
nature, followed instructions and almost enjoyed her time
on stage. This throat closure and leaking eyes comes often.
Pride in the consideration my family shows to each other,
the love and consideration they extend to me. I know that
I'm not alone with this mother heart malady, and that’s a
wonderful gift to humanity.
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Growing
Heirlooms - Part |

Submitted
By PATRICIA HANBIDGE

Much of what we commonly grow in the garden are
hybrid plants. The seeds from hybrids should not be
saved as what is grown from that saved seed will not
necessarily become the expected plant. Hybrid seeds
result from what is considered a terminal cross as the
two parent plants that were crossed resulted in the
production of a seed that is superior to the parent
plants in some way. These plants that are grown from
the hybrid seed are often faster growing, with more
colour or bigger fruit or simply better disease resist-
ance. However, if you save the seed from these hybrid
plants, the seed will not produce a plant or a product
that is the same as what you grew.

However, ifyougrowheirloom orheritage plants—that
heirloom seed can be saved and planted year after year.
Although theyarenaturally pollinated, theywill produce
seeds thatare “true” and thus when collecting this seed,
you will have the opportunity to grow a plant thatis very
similar to the parent plant. When a seed is described as
“coming true”, itwill grow, flower, and produce fruit that
looks like the parent plants. Seed that does not ‘come
true’ will often be seed that has two different parents
from the same plant family. For example, green beans
will cross-pollinate with yellow beans resulting in beans
that can be either green or yellow or some combination
of both colours. When planting a garden to use for seed
production, remember thatitisimportant to plantsingle
varieties of those plants you plan to save seed from.
Planting only non-hybrid green beans will mean that
you will have green bean seeds that will produce true
green beans the following year. Keep in mind that if
your neighbour is growing vegetables, there can also be
cross-pollination between their varieties of vegetables
and yours. Maybe you can partner with each other and
each grow different types of vegetables but then share

the produce. You'll have double the garden space, more
vegetables and new friends for life.

There are many good reasons to grow heirlooms.
There is something quite romantic to growing plants
whose seeds have been passed down through the gen-
erations. It pleases me to be able to grow a plant that is
almost identical to those plants my grandparents grew.
Although these plants are naturally pollinated by wind,
insects or other means, the characteristics of heirloom
plantshave developed naturally overalong period of time
and thus, their characteristics are stable so your harvest
will be what you expect. Over time, these plants have
developed growth habits specific to certain climates and
resistance to common disease issues so are definitely an-
other reason to grow heir-
looms. Another extremely
important reason to grow
heirlooms is by doing this

Mothers Day

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

Last weekend was the time to
celebrate Mothers Day. The highest
calling in the world is being a MOM.
They do not get the credit they de-
serve. Much is expected from a mom
and all the work they do to run a
household.

My mom, who passed away anumber
ofyearsago, wasavery special person.
My mom had alot of talent. She baked
the best bread in the world. She made
the best meals, especially at harvest
time, with all the fresh vegetables
and, of course, pies! I cannot recall
my mom ever complaining, she just
did all she could to make a wonder-
ful home.

Mom also played the piano and
there were many times that I remem-
ber mydad saying, Edna, can you play
the piano for a while. On the piano
Mom could make that thing sing. She
played for weddings, churches and
concerts. Of course that meant extra
times of practice. Jim Edwards and
Russ Gurrwere a couple of gentlemen
who sanglocally for concerts. She also

played for my cousin and I when we
sang at school concerts.

Mom played the piano wherever
and whenever she could. She was so
talented.

Mom also worked at the Co-op in
Kenton for a few years. Mom always
seemed to have asmile on her face and
herkidsand dad were her greatestjoy.

This past weekend is a reminder of
the special role that mothers play in
our lives. In this day and age, Mom’s
work outside the home just to make
ends meet. They organize household
routines and do the running with
the kids. I guess what I am trying to
say is thank your mom for just being
Mom. Everyday be thankful for your
mom and show them thatwith actions,
not just words. As I said, the highest
calling in the world in my opinion is
a mom! Love her, help her, respect
her and give her a break, God knows
she deserves it!

Thank you to my mom for every-
thing you ever did for me, wish I could
hearyourvoice one more time. Happy
Mothers Day to all you Moms, I hope
you all got spoiled with something
fantastic on Sunday!

SUBMITTED PHOTO

you are helping to maintain plant diversity and ensur-
ing that we do not lose valuable traits. Heirlooms have
unique flavours, enhanced nutritional benefits with the
added bonus of preserving and sharing seeds.

Therefore, if your goal this growing season is to grow
at least some heirlooms and save your own seed, then
it is important for you to plant seed that is considered
heirloom or heritage in nature. Do some research, or
ensure you do not miss this series of articles on growing
heirlooms.

Hanbidge is the Lead Horticulturist with Orchid
Horticulture. Find us at www.orchidhort.com; by email
atgrowyourfuture@gmail.com onfacebook @orchidhort
and on instagram at #orchidhort.
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Fire on Highway 250

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE WADDELL
OnThursday, May 8, grassfires sprang up all over the country. Riverdale Fire Departmentwas called to one nearthe
Assiniboine River on Hwy. 250, close to Deerboine Colony. Riverdale Fire Chief, Jim Duthie, in a phone interview
with the Rivers Banner, said, “It was just south of the bridge on 250. It started along Road 460. It was burning very
hot and was even jumping across the sloughs. A few hydro poles were burned off.”

Duthie said he wanted to thank the Alexander Fire Department, Deerboine Colony and several farmers who came
out to fight the fire.

Digital wellness

How to stay sane in a world full of screens

PUBLISHED AUTHORYKI OUISTIC
WELLNESS CERTIEIEDJKIY,PN OISl

IMARIENEVELYNE GINGRAS

Let us be honest. How many times have you checked
your phone today? Five? Ten? Fifty? Maybe you lost count
somewhere between hitting snooze andscrolling through
yourmorning notifications. Youarenotalone. These days,
we are glued to our screens like it is our full-time job, and
itis starting to take a toll on our minds, bodies, and even
our happiness. Thatiswhere digitalwellness comesin. Itis
away to keep tech in your life without letting it take over.

So, what is digital wellness? It is not about tossing your
phone in the ocean or swearing off social media forever.
It is about finding balance. It is about using tech in ways
that actually add to your life instead of draining your
energy. Think of it like digital self-care: taking steps to
protect your mental and physical health while still stay-
ing connected.

Let us start with the basics: screen time. Did you know
the average person now spends over seven hours a day
staring at screens? Thatis more than a full workday spent
scrolling, clicking, and swiping. And while some screen
time is totally necessary for work, school, or keeping in
touch with friends and family, too much of it can leave
you feeling fried. Your eyes burn, your neck aches, and
your brain feels like mush.

One easyfix? The 20-20-20rule. Every 20 minutes, look
atsomething 20 feet away for 20 seconds. Itis a simple way
to give your eyes a break and reset your focus. And while
you are at it, stand up, stretch, and move around. Your
body will thank you, and so will your mind.

Next up is all the social media. Ah, the endless scroll.
One minute you are just checking a message, and the
next,youare three months deep intoyour old high school
friend’s vacation photos. Social media can be a great way
to stay connected, butitcan also be abreeding ground for
comparison traps and self-doubt. Seeing everyone’s high-
light reel can make you feel like your life is not measuring

up, even though you know it is all filtered and curated.

So, how do you keep social media from messing with
your head? Curate your feed. Unfollow accounts that
stress you out, mute the ones that bring you down, and
follow people who make you feel good. Or take it a step
further and do a social media detox for a day, a weekend,
or even just a few hours without scrolling. You might be
surprised how much more relaxed you feel when you are
not constantly checking in.

Now, let us talk about digital boundaries. Ever feel like
you are always “on”? Answering texts, emails, and DMs
at all hours? Setting some screen-free times can be a
game-changer. Maybe itis a phone-free morning walk or
a tech-free dinner where you actually talk to your family
without the distraction of notifications. Or maybe it is
just putting your phone on Do Not Disturb for an hour
before bed to wind down without the glow of a screen.

And then there is the whole privacy and security angle.
If you are sharing every moment of your life online, it is
easy to forget thatnot everyone has good intentions. Take
a minute to lock down your digital space. Update your
passwords, enable two-factor authentication, and think
twice before posting personal info like your location or
vacation plans. Your future self will thank you.

Finally, letustalk aboutwork-life balance. Working from
home has blurred the lines between work and personal
time. You check your work email at dinner, respond to
a message at midnight, and suddenly, your whole life is
one big workday. Creating clear boundaries like shutting
downyourworklaptopatasettime orkeepingyour phone
out of the bedroom can help you reclaim your downtime
and actually relax.

Digital wellness is not about giving up tech. It is about
usingitinways thatmakeyoufeelgood, notoverwhelmed.
It is about taking control of your screen time, curating
yoursocialmediafeed, andsetting boundaries thatprotect
your peace of mind. Because at the end of the day, the
best moments are the ones you are actually present for
with no screens required.

So, what is one small change you could make today
to feel more balanced and less burned out? Maybe it is
a phone-free walk, a digital detox Sunday, or just taking
a few deep breaths before diving back into your inbox.
Whatever it is, your mind, body, and eyes will thank you.

Manitoba upgrading
firefighting
with three new
waterbombers

The Manitoba govern-
mentistaking proactivesteps
tomanageandsuppresswild-
fires in the province by upgrading its fleet of waterbomber
aircraftwith threenewDH Canadair-515Firefighteraircraft,
Premier Wab Kinew and Natural Resources Minister Ian
Bushie announced last week.

These waterbomberswon’tbe in service foraboutsixyears
at the earliest prediction.

“Upgrading our fleet with these three new DHC-515
Firefighter waterbombers reflects our commitment to en-
sure that our frontline firefighters have the tools they need
to protect Manitobans,” said Kinew. “We’re protecting the
people of Manitoba along with their communities, property
andvaluedforestsfrom theincreasing frequencyandseverity
of wildfires in a manner that aligns with our Canada-first
approach by ensuring these aircrafts are made in Canada.”

The new aircraft will contain upgrades that ensure crew
safety and will improve wildfire suppression efforts through
updated navigation systems, increased tank capacity and
more fuel-efficient engines, noted the premier, adding the
firstwaterbomberisexpected tojoin thefleetfor the 2031 fire
season and the other two are expected to be added in 2032.

“Water bombers are an integral aircraft for managing
and suppressing wildfires, and a fully functioning fleet of
aircraftisrequired to protect Manitoba communities, prop-
erty and forests from the increasing frequency and severity
of wildfires,” said Bushie.

“The purchase of the three new 515 waterbombers is a
monumental commitmentby the Province of Manitoba,”said
Earl Simmons, executive director, Manitoba Conservation
and Wildfire Service. “These aircraft will bolster the prov-
ince’s fleet of air attack aircraft, which is critical to keeping
Manitobans safe as we continue to see increases in wildfire
frequency, intensity and season length.”

Additional investments to support firefighting services
include $6.7 million toward new and more responsive fire-
fighting equipment and systems, as well as $1.1 million over
four years for a new weather information system, wildfire
mappingandreportingsystems. The provincial commitment
to firefightersisalso reflected in a doubling of the volunteer
firefighters and volunteer search and rescue tax credits,
which will increase to $6,000 from $3,000.

As of April 25, there’s been 23 fires in Manitoba, all at-
tributed to human cause. Most were suppressed with nine
firesstill burning butunder controlin Manitobaas of Friday.

Formoreinformation about Manitoba’swildfire activities,
visit: www.gov.mb.ca/wildfire/index.html.

Submitted
By MB GOVERNMENT

NEBL

i DALRYMPLE’S

COUNTRY FARM GREENHOUSES
opposite the dam Minnedosa HWY 262N

WE ARE NOW OPEN
10am to 7pm Everday
We are excited to show you our
great selection of flowers, vegetables,
A
: : £
We still grow lots of plants in -t - 7
dozens and use fibre packs. 25 Zi)

%
R

hanging baskets & containers.

Looking forward to helping you with all your gardening needs

For more information call 204-867-3317
Facebook: A&B Dalrymple’s country farm greenhouses
dalrymplesgreenhouse.com
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Immaculate Conception
Parish hosts a heartwarming
Mother’s Day Tea

Supporting those in need:
Riverdale Palliative Care’s
community impact

Pie, tea and sandwiches, yum, yum.

By Carolyn Phillips
RIVERS BANNER

Springtime brings
a sense of renewal,
and at the Immaculate
Conception Parish, it
is also the season when
families come together
to celebrate one oflife’s
most cherished roles:
motherhood. This year,
the parish community
organized a delightful
annual Mother’s Day
tea that proved to be
another resounding suc-
cess. With an entry fee of
just $5, attendees were
treated to a charming
afternoon filled with
delicious refreshments
and engaging activities,
all set in the welcom-
ing atmosphere of the
church basement.

The menu for the day
was filled with an assort-
ment of delightful offer-
ings. Attendees enjoyed
freshly made sandwich-
es, crisp pickles, and an
assortment of dainties,
complemented by a var-
iety of beverages. This
modest yet satisfying
spread made for perfect
tea-time fare, encour-
aging laughter and con-
versation among friends
and fellow parishion-
ers. The ambiance was
warm and inviting, with
decorations that cele-
brated both the joy of
motherhood and the
beauty of spring.

One of the highlights

of the event was the
penny raffle, where
friends and members of
the congregation came
together to donate an
impressive range of
items. These contribu-
tions added awonderful
layer of excitement to
the afternoon, allowing
attendees to try their
luck while supporting
the parish. Raffle tick-
ets for boxes of grocery
goodies and a beautiful-
ly curated spring basket
were eagerly purchased,
enhancing the festive
spirit of the gathering.

The turnout for this
year’s Mother’s Day tea
was remarkable, under-
scoring the strength
of community bonds
within the parish. Many
attendees shared their
favourite stories and
gave heartfelt tributes
to their mothers and
mother figures, filling
the room with love and
joy. It was an occasion
that honoured not just
mothers, but also the
community that sup-
ports them.

The funds raised
during the tea will
play a crucial role in
addressing the ever-
growing costs faced by
the parish, including
insurance and utilities.
Events such as this are
vital for maintaining
the church’s operations
and ensuring that it
continues to be a place

PHOTO BY CAROLYN PHILLIPS

ofhope and connection
for all.

As the chairs were
put away and the last
remnants of sandwiches
were consumed, a sense
of camaraderie lingered
in the air. Attendees left
not just with full bellies
but with full hearts, al-
ready anticipating the
next gathering.

Looking ahead, the
community is eager for
the annual St. Nicholas
tea, scheduled to take
place laterin November.
This upcoming event
promises to be another
delightful opportun-
ity for fellowship and
celebration within the
parish. Organizers are
hard atwork, preparing
to create a warm and
inviting atmosphere
similar to what was ex-
perienced during the
Mother’s Day tea.

In summary, the
Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish’s Mother’s
Day tea was not only a
fundraiser but a heart-
warming celebration of
community, love, and
togetherness. It exem-
plifies how the simple
actof gathering over tea
and treats can nurture
relationships, evoke
cherished memories,
and bolster the spirit of
giving within the parish.
Stay tuned for updates
on future events and
be part of this vibrant
community!

By Carolyn Phillips
RIVERS BANNER

In ourincreasingly com-
plex world, the need for
compassionate care and
support for individuals
facing seriousillnesses has
never been more import
ant. Riverdale Palliative
Carestandsat the forefront
of providing this critical
assistance, delivering not
only physical pain manage-
ment but also emotional
and spiritual support for
patientsand theirfamilies.
Theirmission emphasizesa
holisticapproach thatseeks
toaddressthe multifaceted
challenges of serious ill-
ness, ensuring thatno one
hastonavigate thisjourney
alone.

One of the organiza-
tion’ssignificantcontribu-
tions to the community
is their commitment to
raising awareness and
resources throughvarious
events. The recent Hike
for Hospice Palliative Care
isaprime example of their
dedication to fostering
community connections
while highlighting the
importance of palliative
support. This event aims
not only to bring individ-
uals together for a worthy
cause but also to educate
participants about the
invaluable services offered
by Riverdale Palliative
Care.

The organization also
recognizes the vital role
families play in the care

Visit our website

process, which is why they
offerrespitesupport. These
services allow family mem-
bersto takeamuch-needed
break, knowing theirloved
ones are in compassion-
ate hands. Volunteers at
Riverdale Palliative Care
are critical to this mission,
as they dedicate countless
hours to provide compan-
ionshipand emotional sup-
port to patients, as well as
to educate the community
on the importance of pal-
liative care.

On Saturday, May 10,
Riverdale Palliative Care
hosted a delightful Chili
Luncheon complemented
by a pie and bake sale,
raising funds for Camp
Bridges. Thisunique camp
experience caters to chil-
drenaged 7-15in Manitoba
whoare grappling with the
grief of losing someone
significant in their lives.
Camp Bridges offers a safe
space for these children to
expresstheirfeelings, forge
connections,and find com-
fortin shared experiences,
highlighting the import-
ance of peersupportin the
healing process.

Thesuccessofeventslike
the Chili Luncheon would
notbe possible without the
tireless efforts of the dedi-
cated volunteers. Their
work behind the scenes,
from preparing the meal
toorganizing the bakesale,
showcases a remarkable
commitment to serving
the community. Volunteers
are the heart of Riverdale

www.riversbanner.com

PHOTO BY CAROLYN PHILLIPS
The crowd enjoyed a delicous chili lunch on Saturday May 10.

Palliative Care; they bring
joy and companionship to
patients while also playing
anessentialrolein creating
awareness about palliative
care throughout the com-
munity.

Moreover, Riverdale
Palliative Care runs a
Volunteer Education and
Training Program, which
equips individuals with
the knowledge and skills
necessary to provide qual-
ity care and support. This
initiativenotonly enhances
the capacity of the organ-
ization but also empow-
ers community members
to participate actively in
meaningful ways.

In conclusion, Riverdale
Palliative Care represents
more than a service; it
epitomizes community
spirit and compassion.
From their pain manage-
mentservices to emotional
and spiritual support,
they strive to improve the
quality of life for patients
and their families. Events
like the Chili Luncheon
illuminate the organiza-
tion’s unwavering dedica-
tion to both patients and
the families they serve, as
well as their commitment
to instilling hope and
healing in the commun-
ity. A heartfelt thank you
goes out to all the volun-
teersatRiverdale Palliative
Care—your generosity of
time and spirit have made
a significant impact in the
lives of many, and you are
truly appreciated.
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Church celebrates century of worship

By Anne Davison
RIVERS BANNER

Spirits were high on
Sunday morning, May 11
in Hamiota United Church
astheycelebrated 100years
of church union that cre-
ated the United Church
of Canada when an act
of Parliament unified the
Congregationalist, Meth-
odist, and Presbyterian
churches. Both historically
significantand unique, the
Hamiota church’s continu-
ity is especially meaningful
asthey continue toworship
in the same building that
stood at the time of union.
It was June 10 when the
United Church of Can-
ada held their inaugural
church service marking a
new beginning.

Hamiota’s worship ser-
vice on Sunday, May 11,

guided by Rev. Noel Sum-
inistrado incorporated an
historical account by Ken
and Vicki Smith woven
throughout the regular
morning service.

“As most of you will
know,” said Ken, “the Pres-
byterian church building
was built during 1914 and
was opened for service the
first Sunday of December
in 1914. While there have
beenupgradesthrough the
decades, Hamiota United
Church that we are wor-
shipping in this morning
is the same basic structure
of 1914.” He added, “All we
candoisthank those mem-
berswho have maintained,
through the grace of God,
this wonderful sanctuary
in which we worship. The
greatlove of our Fatherstill
lives here inside of us.”

Ofthe manyfirstsfor the

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON
Hamiota United Church choir: (back I-r) Bob Trott, Ken Smith, Kevin Salmi, Rob
Johnson, Joan Trott; (front |-r) Heather Sheane, Vicki Smith, Sarah Salmi (keyboard),
Jan Dixon, Janice Fortune and Faye Bridge; Rev. Noel Suministrado at the pulpit.

United Church, the ordina-
tion of a female minister
came in 1936.

Janice Norrie told ofhow
women becamerecognized
for roles beyond preparing
delicious food for church
and community life. She
said, “There is no doubt
that women have always
been given credit for food
prepared and the money
raised because of their ef-
forts (particularlyfrom fowl
suppers).

“For Hamiota United
Church, itwouldbe 60years
from the time of union
until the first woman, Rev.
Dawn Ballantyne-Dixon,
was hired in a time-and-
a-half pairing with her
husband, Rev. Jack Ballan-
tyne-Dixon. Severalwomen
ministers followed over the
years.”

It was 1968, with the

Manitoba RCMP make significant
stolen property recovery

introduction of the Execu-
tive Council structure,
when Hamiota chose to
include women as session
members. Jan Dixon, still
active in the church, served
as the first woman chair-
person of the Executive
Council in 2001. Norrie
said, “VickiSmith hasbeen
Chairof Councilsince 2017
to the present.”

Vicki Smith spoke of
“many new emerging com-
munities of faith in the
United Church of Canada,
reflecting the more diverse
nature of Canadiansociety.
In Hamiota, (with) a grow-
ing Filipino congregation,

and the presence of Rev.
Suministrado and his wife
Veronica, who were born
in the Philippines, are part
of this change. They have
brought a new perspective
to our congregation, and a
bridge between cultures.”
Rev. Suministrado is the
first Filipino minister in a
town where many Filipino
families have settled to
join the workforce, some
to become business owners
within the last 25 years.
Music was a big part of
themorningserviceandin-
cluded the Sunday School
choir led by Joan Trott.
Congregational and choir

anthems included music
from Voices United hym-
nal, along with traditional
gospel music.

A men’s trio of sacred
medleys by Rob Johnson,
Kevin Salmiand KenSmith
was a toe tapper, and later,
Ken’ssweetalto saxophone
was accompanied by Sarah
on piano.

The service was followed
by fellowship around sand-
wiches and celebratory an-
niversary cake. Mel Dixon,
now the longest running
church member and his
wife Jan were honoured to
cut the cake.

SENIORS'’
ADVOCATE

The Manitoba Legislative Assembly is accepting resumes for the newly
established position of Seniors’ Advocate. This appointment is for a
five-year term and, upon review, may be renewed for a further five years.

The Seniors’ Advocate is an independent, non-partisan, officer of the Legislative Assembly
whose mandate is to identify, review and analyze systemic concerns important to the lives

of Manitoba seniors aged 65 years or older receiving any seniors’ services as defined under
The Seniors’ Advocate Act, and to collaborate with seniors’ organizations and those who provide
services to seniors to address systemic issues faced by seniors. The Seniors’ Advocate will
consider whether individual matters indicate systemic issues when referring such matters

to the appropriate body for complaint, inquiry or investigation.

The Seniors’ Advocate reports to the Assembly as a whole, with an informal reporting
relationship to the Speaker. The Seniors’ Advocate is the chief executive of the office
and holds ultimate responsibility for its operations in its entirety.

Working under The Seniors’ Advocate Act, and with support from the Legislative Assembly
Administration branch, the incumbent will be responsible for establishing the Office of the
Seniors' Advocate, including, but not limited to, identifying operational goals and priorities,
office space needs, staffing and budget requirements.

ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATIONS:

* Apost-secondary degree in a relevant discipline (e.g. public administration, public policy,
mediation/dispute resolution, health care, social sciences). An equivalent combination of
education and experience may be considered.

+  Demonstrated experience providing executive leadership with exceptional interpersonal
skills and the ability to build positive, collaborate relationships.

+  Demonstrated experience establishing and/or managing a professional office including
hiring staff, managing budgets, overseeing operations and setting strategic direction.

» Aprovenrecord of identifying, reviewing and analyzing systemic problems or concerns.

*  Highly developed oral and written communication skills, including the ability to present
complex issues and recommendations.

+  Demonstrated experience working effectively with communities and groups that
experience racism or discrimination and experience developing initiatives to advance

MANITOBA

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Stolen trailer.

Submitted On May 7,
By ManiTosa RCMp 2025, at ap-
proximately

6:30 pm, Brandon RCMP were notified
of stolen property in the community of
Wheatland.

RCMP officers from Carberry, Souris,
and Brandon detachments began an
investigation that led to execute a search
warrant on a property in the community.

Officers were able to locate upwards of
$45,000 worth of stolen property thatinclud-
ed John Deere equipment, and an enclosed
trailer believed to be stolen out of Steinbach.

Stolen equipment.

While officerswere on the property, the
male suspect drove by and a traffic stop
was conducted. A 42-year-old male from
Wheatland was arrested withoutincident.

Christopher Bell was charged with the
following:

- Possession of Property Obtained by
Crime over $5000 x3

- WeaponsPossession Contraryto Orderx4

- Possession of Weapon for Dangerous
Purpose x 2

Bell was released and will appear in a
Brandon court on May 26, 2025.

The investigation continues.

reconciliation between Indigenous and Non-Indigenous peoples.

+ Demonstrated experience dealing with governments, government agencies, health
authorities and local authorities who deliver services to seniors.

»  Demonstrated experience exercising sound judgment and working independently.

DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS:
* Experience promoting awareness of the availability of seniors’ services in Manitoba.
*  Asound understanding of the non-partisan role of an officer of the Legislative Assembly.

The successful candidate must possess a valid driver’s license and be willing to travel
extensively throughout Manitoba. The successful applicant will be subject to Criminal
Record and Adult Abuse Registry checks.

APPLY TO: COMPETITION NUMBER: 011825
Human Resource Services Salary: Deputy Minister 3 (DR3)
302-386 Broadway $169,839- $210,086 per year

Winnipeg, MB R3C 3R6

Phone: 204-945-7279

Fax: 204-948-3115

Email: hr@legassembly.mb.ca

Closing Date: June 8, 2025
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Obituary Tender For Sale Announcement
IN LOVING MEMORY _ WANTED
WILMA MAXINE RADFORD (NEE TENNANT) R.M. of Oakview COIN { mcna
APRIL 28, 1931 — MAY 7, 2025 COLLECTIONS, (/.
| o
Maxine Radford passed 8 0LD JEWELRY, Response Builder
away peacefully at her CASH for Unwanted Advertising
Bersonal Care Home Jewely Accumuiatons | | \WORKS!
in Brandon. MB on & Collections of Goins,
’ L . ismati « GETSEEND
Wednesday, May 7, The Rural Municipality of Oakview g:::::;alt\;l‘:ﬁ;gz‘::sl 360 000 M!n?t\fga
2025, at the age of 4. is accepting tenders for the hauling of 10,000 cubic ' Homes!

A generous, loving
wife, mother and friend,
Maxine was predeceased

by her husband Ronald
Radford and her youngest
son, Gerald Radford.

yards of gravel to the Municipal stockpile.
Sealed tenders clearly marked with
“Stockpile Hauling”

will be received until Thursday, May 22nd, 2025, at

She leaves behind two sons
Laurie (wife Miriam) and Douglas (wife Cindy),
two grandchildren, Mikaela and Kesia, and many
beloved nephews and nieces.

We will all think of her and miss her dearly.

She was laid to rest beside her husband Ron
Radford at the Neepawa Cemetery.

Friends and family who wish to may make a
donation in memory of Maxine may do so to the
Alzheimer Society of Manitoba-Westman Region,
437-9th Street, Brandon, MB R7A 4A9.

12:00pm.

sealed envelope.
www.rmofoakview.ca

Any questions contact the office at 204-566-2146

All tenders must be submitted using the form provided in the
Stockpile Hauling Tender section on our website or obtained from our office.
Submissions must adhere to the specified requirements and be enclosed in a

Franklin Mint, US &
CAN. SILVER DOLLARS,
0Old Rolls, Bags & Boxes

of Coins, Silver Coins,
Gold Coins, Old paper
$$$, Bullion, Jewelry,
Nuggets, Sterling Silver
& ALL Silver & Gold
items!
COVERING ALL OF MB!
Todd
204-904-9705

Visit our website

www.riversbanner.com

Manitoba Community Newspaper Association Province Wide Classifieds

NOTICES

Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein are
the sole responsibility of
the persons or entities that
postthe advertisement, and
the Manitoba Community
Newspaper Association
and membership do not
make any warranty as to the
accuracy, completeness,
truthfulness or reliability
of such advertisements.
For greater information

tion's Blanket Advertising
Conditions on our website
at www.mcna.com.

URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a news-
worthy itemtoannounce?
An exciting change in
operations? Though we
cannot guarantee publica-
tion, MCNA will get the
information into the right
hands for ONLY $35.00 +
GST/HST. CallMCNA(204)
947-1691 for more informa-
tion. See www.mcna.com

tising” tab for more details.
NEEDCLASS1DRIVERS?
SPRING HIRING? SELL-
ING SOMETHING? Jump
on our great prices and
start getting responses!
Book your blanket clas-
sified ads, seen in the 31
Member Newspaperswhich
are seen in over 368,000+
homesin Manitoba. Please
Call THIS NEWSPAPER
NOW to book, or call
MCNA at (204) 947-1691
for more details or to book

Community Newspapers
Association. www.mcna.
com

EVENTS / ANNOUNCE-
MENTS

JOINTHE FIGHTAGAINST
PROSTATE CANCER! The
Motorcycle Ride for Dad is
Saturday, May 31 2025, 10
AM, Polo Park, Winnipeg.
Visit ridefordad.ca/Mani-
toba to register or make
a pledge.

EINANCIAL SERVICES

sidered. No credit checks
done. Deal direct with lend-
er and get quick approval.
Toll free 1-866-405-1228

www.firstandsecondmort-

gages.ca
FEED AND SEED

FORAGE SEED FOR
SALE: Organic & conven-
tional: Sweet Clover, Al-
falfa, Red Clover, Smooth
Brome, Meadow Brome,
Crested Wheatgrass, Tim-
othy, etc. Star City, SK.
Birch Rose Acres Ltd.

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!
50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Truck
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools

Create instant top of
mind awareness
« Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event
« We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $239.00
(includes 35 lines of
space)
The ads blanket the
province and runin
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers
« Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper

on advertising conditions,

please consultthe Associa-  under the “Types of Adver-

ads. MCNA - Manitoba

Private mortgage lender.

All real estate types con-  306-921-9942.

Learning and laughter with Wi

Submitted
By DIANNE KOWALCHUK

Wow! Where does the time go? How true it is
that as we get older, “I'ime and Good Friends”
become more valuable! This was the Thought
for the Day at the recent meeting of the Rivers
Women’s Institute (WI) held on May 9, 2025. Yes,
WImeetingsinclude a Thought for the Day! This
mightbe old-fashioned, but the sentiments are so
very much appreciated! WI has survived all these
years by mixing the best parts of the traditional
meetings of the past with some fun and laughter-
filled activities. A good example of this would be
the roll call from our last meeting: each member
answered the roll call by donating food items for
Riverdale Harvest and by showing or describing
a kitchen gadget. My, what a lively discussion we
had on that topic! The short business portion of
the meeting included two important donations
--$100 for a Grad Award at Rivers Collegiate and
a $100 donation to Camp Bridges. Members also
indicated that they were planning to support the

Palliative Care fundraiser with baking. Rivers W1
is very appreciative of the work of the Rivers Pal-
liative Care Committee.

The program for the May meeting focused on
Riverdale Harvest,andwewere pleased towelcome
Tammy Dyck and Marilyn Halliday as our guest
speakers. As a founding member of the foodbank
when it first began in 2003, Rivers WI continues
to support the foodbank atits monthly meetings.
Tammy, as Riverdale Harvest Chairperson, spoke
ably and easily about the work of the foodbank
and the need for such a program in this com-
munity. If anyone needs food to adequately feed
themselves or their families, please go to the Zion
Church on the 2nd and 4th Thursday morning
of every month. The only information you need
to give is your name and your Manitoba Health
Card number. You will not be vetted or judged
in any way. Right now, the foodbank does not
have the money or the supplies to be open every
week asin the past. Riverdale Harvest receives no
government funding. Anything it receives by way
of donations from businesses and individuals is

greatly appreciated and wisely used. Thanks to
Tammy and Marilyn for their information. It is
important for us to remember that notall people
have good fortune, and that there is always a way
to help others.

We always have good meetings at WI! I don’t
remember the last time there was a dud! When
we gathered in April, we watched a video from an
expert on “better sleep”. This led to a discussion
about how each of us might achieve a better sleep
and thence, a better, happier day. The March
meeting was another learning experience when
we welcomed Kim Richardson, owner of Lucky
Break Ranch (located just south of Rivers), to
speak about her life journey, her business, and
her horse friends.

The next WI event will be our June Tour. On
Wednesday, June 11, we will travel as a group to
Minnedosa to visit the bison and the Heritage
Village, followed by lunch and other sightseeing.
If you would like to join us, call Jean (328-7546)
or Dianne (328-7690). The next regular meeting
of Rivers WI will be held on Friday, September
12, in the Common Room at Kiwanis Courts.
The program will feature a speaker from Rivers
Rehab and some chair exercises. Sounds like fun!

Hel p Wanted *Computers *Medical NOW or MCNA at
*A'{/"Phone;;g'afgefs 204.947.1691 or email
*Marine * more classified@mcna.com
MAINTENANCE Shipping/Delivery avail.
PERSON THE BATTERY MAN Www.mcna.com
. 1390 St. James St.
Required Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271 .
3-4 months of www.batteryman.ca Se rvice
work.
Fishing Lodge. HJ LE HIP/KNEE
mggrreor:?r/;g HEY! YOU! Replacement?
celingeains, | | Iyanmating | | ovmeics
g
etc. me, that means TROUBLE WALKING
others are too! Place or DRESSING?
Please contact your Classified here! The Disability Tax
Credit allows for
1-204-937-4007 E—l rE $2,500 yearly
tax credit and

$20,000 Lump sum

refund.

Apply NOW; quickest
refund Nationwide!

Expert Help:
204-453-5372

Auction

Online McSherry
Auctions

Estate & Moving

Ft.Coins & Paper Money

May 21st @ 7:00PM

Lumber Auction

May 22nd @ 7:00PM

Firarms,Ammo

& Accessories

May 27th @ 7:00PM

McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858
or 204-886-7027

mcsherryltd@gmail.com
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Paper Run - 2nd stop Oak River

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

My second stop on
the paper route is the
village of Oak River. Oak
River has a lot of special
memoriesforme. When
I was 16 or so, we were
always at the dances in

the summertime in the
old Oak River Arena.
Thatwas the place I saw
the Guess Who. The
cost was b dollars which
was a lot of coin back
in those days but was
worth every penny. They
always seem to come up
with great bands to play

there. Peachesand Herb
alsoplayedin OakRiver.

Of course, being
young and well just up
for some fun, the first
stop may have been the
Hotel for some go-go
juice for the evening.
When I drop the papers
off at the Blanchard,

well, there are some
memoriesofgood times.

The people Imeetare
friendly and always up
forachataboutthelatest
goings-on around the
neighbourhood. One
piece of advice Ireceived
one day as the paperwas
alittlesmallwasthatone
of our particular staff
could use longer words
to make the paper big-

ger. I still get a chuckle
outofthat, thanksDoug!

Like most small vil-
lages, we are all trying
to hang on to as long as
we can. Oak River has
a beautiful Arena and
Ball Park. They also
have a great daycare
and school. Oak River
Quick Freeze ison Main
Streetandisa top-notch
businesstogetyourmeat

cut and wrapped. The
Co-op store and the
garage are filled with
friendly peoplewho one
can share a part of their
day with. Oak River is a
small but very beautiful
community to stop in
and have alook around.
It is well worth the stop.
Take a drive and take a
look around this great
little village.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

WAY-MOR

7" "AGENCIES LTD.
RIVERS OFFICE: OAK RIVER OFFICE:

MON - FRI: 9:00 TO 5:00 TUES - FRI: 10:00 TO 3:00
(CLOSED 12-1pm)

I v

ROYAL LEPAGE’
T

Martin-Liberty Realty

HOMES | ACREAGES | CABINS | FARMS | COMMERCIAL THE

BLANCHARD

Oak River,
MB ROK 0TO
(204) 566-2131

TRL Lepy
2 N

NATIONAL

en Kirk

TOP
7

SAT: 9:00 TO 12:00 16 COCHRANE ST. REALTOR® . Happy Houl‘
201 MAIN ST., RIVERS, MB | OAK RIVER, MB 204-764-2904 -
(204) 328-7540 (204) 566-2490 AV 4-764- LOUNGE, AND | Wed-Fri
: i\ kenkirk@royallepage.ca
A NS T RAN LU ' Serving Hamiota & Surrounding Areas RESTAURANT 5pm.7pm
B 0 REA STA =1z{® s \
2047246870
Y 280 Taylor Road
‘ BEDLINE Rivers, MB_ROK 1X0
TRANSPORT www.redlinetransport.ca
) l “ M B I" B ﬁ. I.I [ A T IN G RIVERS, MB alepp@redlinetransport.ca
H'amlota _Brandon Blrtlg RIVERS, MB. 328-7728
Killarney  Pilot Mound Deloraine - - -
¢ Residential ¢ 24hr Emergency Service
Hamiota—71 Maple Ave E 204-764-2544 o GCommercial < Repair & Maintenance
B —Unit E 2425 Vi ia Ave 1- -726-1 5 = .
randon—Unit £ 2425 Victoria Ave 1-888-726-1995 * HVAC Installations * Septic Truck Service
www.allianceaccounting.ca e Licensed Gas Fitting * Duct Cleaning \_ y,

Hamiota’s « Development Services 4
Hunt, Miller
::::::I;I:“nt: Construction &J C O. L LQD
::::::al::::hing & Drainage RObat D Harig)n’ LaNye'
204-764-2744 Phone 204-727-8491 or
FUNERAL DIRECTORS Rivers, MBROK TN0 Bl 204-328-7540

 Demolition

204-761-8765
kroegerbackhoe@gmail.com

Dwayne Campbell
Brittany MacLellan

(Thursdays, 2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

© Snow Removal

Does Facebook support local?

emories

FUNERALS

I l el CREMATION
RECEPTIONS

Has your organization ever called up
Facebook and asked them for a donation
to your cause? Local business rely on
local support to exist.

Cherish the Memories
locally owned and operated
330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB R7A 7P3
204.727.0330

memorieschapel.com

Shop local today.

4 )

Stewart Endeavors

Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/Belly
Dump Services - Excavating

stewartend2015@gmail.com

204-365-0086
Alex Stewart
Box 916,

\Rivers MB, ROK1X0

Serving Riversand area
since 1915.

Phone 204-727-0694

www.brockiedonovan.com
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SPORTS

SWBL PREVIEW

By Robin Wark
RIVERS BANNER

The boys of summer are ready to take to the
diamond.

The senior South West Baseball League starts
nextweek. The Rivers Comets open their campaign
by hosting the Oak River Dodgers on May 21. The
Hamiota Red Sox start their season on May 25
when they play in Reston. Oak River’s first home
game is on May 23 when they host the Brandon-
based GW Vacuum Truck Service Young Guns.
The Red Sox’s first home game is June 8 versus
the Deloraine Royals.

The SWBL looks a bit different this season. The
Elkhorn Exposhave taken a leave of absence. Souris
is back after a few years away. The Young Guns
and RFNOW Cardinals join from the now defunct
Andrew Agencies Senior AA Baseball League. The
Boissevain Centennials have claimed the SWBL

crown the past three seasons.

Rivers Comets

The Comets finished the

REFE/T®.
WRITER.

GERRY
NoLAN

In this edition I would
like to talk about a fellow
official who I learned a
greatdeal from asa person
and afellow official. Randy
Kalynuk is someone I met
whenhewasplayinghockey
for the Angusville Flyers of
the North Central Hockey
League. He was a real
good defensemanwhoalso
played with the Brandon
University Bobcats as well
with the Virden Oil Kings
of the Southwest Hockey
League. Randywasastrong
skater who not only played
his position well but had a
great low shot which was
great for rebounds, deflec-
tions and tip ins.

After his playing days,
Randy became an official
and was one of the best!
Personally, I liked working
gameswith him. We always
had fun out there and
maybe broughtthe bestout
of each other. The more 1
used him,asIwasrefereein
chief of the North Central

League, was for the better.
As a referee, Randy could
tellme towatchaparticular
instance on the ice where
there may be issues arise.
He always had your back.
He was a great linesman
as well.

Peopleused tosayRandy
yelled aloton theice. Perry
his brother would say to
him, “Goph do not yell so
loud”. Randy would reply,
“I am not yelling.” Randy
was a gym teacher, I think
hehadtotalkloudoryellto
get the students attention,
asitis noisy in a gym.

I saw Randy work some
big-time pressure hockey
games. He was consistent,
approachableandrefereed
like a pro. One penalty he
didnotletgowas the cheap
shots that could cause a
problem. He would diffuse
the situation quickly. One
of my favourite memories
working with Goph was
if a player was getting a
penalty and was not happy

2024 regular season tied for second with an 11-5
record. Due to the tiebreaker formula, the 11-5
Deloraine Royals received the second seed. The
Royals beat the Comets, 3-2, in their best-of-five
league semifinal series.

Among Rivers regulars, Owen Wareham led the
way with a .491 batting average, 27 runs batted
in. and three home runs last season. Scott Beever
was the Comets’ ace pitcher. He led the team with
seven wins, 46 innings pitched and 82 strikeouts.
He has a 2.43 earned run average.

Oak River Dodgers

With a 7-8 record, the Dodgers

finished fifthin 2024 and just missed

the playoffs. Duncan Paddock and

Ty Paddock each had 12 runs batted

in to pace the team. Among Dodgers

with 11 or more at bats, Duncan Paddock led the

squad with a .439 batting average. Riley Shamray

threw a team-high 30.32 innings and had a 2.54
earned run average.

The Dodgers return everyone off that squad.
As well, they have added Dylan Schroeder, Mitch
Battersby and Kaden
Rozdeba. The first two
hail from Brandon.

and became disrespectful
or cussing him he would
give the player a way out
by simply saying, “Pardon
me?” If a player would re-
peatwhathesaid, orstarted
in onsomething new, itwas
either a 2-minute minor or
misconduct.

Randy always had a
handle on the game, the
games he refereed never
got out of control. Was he
perfect? No! But he would
talk out any situation that
had occurred, learned
from it and moved on. He
cared about the game and
player safety.

Another thing he did
well was reading the play
and would adjust his posi-
tioning accordingly.

Over the years, Randy
and I had some real good
conversations about offici-
ating and situations that
we both faced from time
to time. We did not always
agreewith one anotherbut
whatis that old saying, Iron
sharpenslron!Tknowthere
is a ton of respect for one
another. As I said earlier, I
loved working with him, it
was a great pleasure for me
to work with him!

Randy Kalynuk one of
my 3 top officials that I
could send to do a tough
game and know it was in
good hands. Thanks for
the memories Goph and
here is to many more.

BOOK YOUR PICK-UP TODAY.
efficiencyMB.ca/ApplianceRecycling

Rozdeba is back with the Dodgers after a summer
away. He played this spring for Valley City (N.D.)
State University. Coach Derek Shamray said the
Dodgers “should be able to hit the ball and field
well and the pitching will be a lot by committee.”

Hamiota Red Sox

The Red Sox were 5-11 in the

SWBL regular season. The team

hosted and won the Senior A prov-

incial championships. The Red

Sox’s Brady Waddell said the team’s

strengths are its baseball sense, experience, and
the way the players all get along.

Last season Waddell had team bests of three
wins and a 2.86 ERA. Jeff Knight batted .417 to
lead regulars. Justin Knight drove in a team high
13 runs.

All but a couple of players are back from that
team, Waddell said. To that core, the team has
added three former Expos. The versatile Mike Ste-
venson, a definite leader, played on the Red Sox’
provincial title team last summer. Strong hitting
Colby Walker and workhorse pitcher Tyler Wood
will also join the team. The Red Sox also hope to
have some young talented players in the lineup as
their schedules allow.

DON’T PAY TO
HAUL AWAY.

With Efficiency Manitoba’s Appliance Recycling
Program, we’ll pick up, recycle, and give you
$30 for your old working fridge or freezer.

There are lots of benefits to participating:

You'll save on your monthly energy bill.
You'll get $30 for each working fridge or freezer you recycle.

We’'ll recycle up to 95% of your appliance and you'll
feel good knowing it doesn’t end up in the landfill.

While we’re at your home, we can also
haul away your old dehumidifier, window air
conditioner, bar fridge, or bar freezer for free.

EFFICIENCY

Y MANITOBA
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Kids Colouring Contest rules: Colour the mask however you would like your wrestling mask to look, cut out and take a picture of you
wearing the mask with your best wrestling pose. Submit to the Rivers Banner by May 19, 2025 with your name, age, phone number
and email. All masks must be submitted by 5pm on May 19th. Readers can submit by email to info@riversbanner.com, or on the
website at www.riversbanner.com. We will draw the winner on Tuesday, May 20. The winner will receive 4 tickets to the wrestling
matches on May 24. Only one entry per person will be permitted. Contest is for children under the age of 18. Two chances to win.

18 20

PR

19

Council Meeting
Oak Lake Rodeo
50 + Club
Rummy 50 + Club
1pm Pool 1pm

Rivers Legion

Bingo 11:30am S0 (L

Rummy
1pm

50 + Club
Pool 1pm

50 + Club
Cribbage 1pm

BANK

Rivers Food Bank
9:30 to 11:30am

50 + Club Floor Curling
Carpet Bowling 1pm
Crib Rivers
Legion 7pm

Darts Rivers
Legion 7pm

50 + Club Floor
Curling/Carpet

Crib
Rivers

Le%)orill

@

Bowling 1pm

Darts
Rivers
Legion 7pm

LUCHADOR MASK
IDEAS

May I6

Prairie Crocus
Library
Storytime in

Rivers 10am

‘ Chase the Ace
; 4  Rivers Legion 7pm
Hamiota Hotel 7pm
Kenton Legion 7pm

29

Prairie Crocus
Library
Storytime in
Rivers 10am

‘ Chase the Ace
; 4 Rivers Legion 7pm
Hamiota Hotel 7pm
Kenton Legion 7pm

30

Prairie Crocus
Library
Storytime in
Rivers 10am

‘ Chase the Ace
: 4 Rivers Legion 7pm
Hamiota Hotel 7pm
Kenton Legion 7pm

I7
bza

Oak Lake Rodeo

24

Jl
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