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After an x-ray revealed an
abnormality in his right leg,
nine-year-old Cain Burgess of
Minnedosa has bravely been
battling bone cancer. With the
backing of his family and community, he is completing his last
chemotherapy treatment
Karen Mitchell
Minnedosa Tribune

At just nine years old,
Cain Burgess has had to
fight a fight no one, especially someone so young,
should ever have to face.
However, with a dedicated
and supportive family by
his side and grit and determination in his soul, Cain
is coming out on the other
end and with a major reason
to celebrate.
It all started on New
Year's Eve, 2021 when an
x-ray revealed an abnormality in Cain's right leg.
The very next day, Jan. 1,
2022, the family drove to
Winnipeg for a CT and
MRI. A week later parents,
Glen and Danica, were told
the diagnosis was more
than likely osteosarcoma
(bone cancer) on his right
tibia bone. A biopsy surgery
on Jan. 20 confirmed the
diagnosis.
Chemotherapy began on
Feb. 15, which consisted
of high doses of cisplatin,
doxorubicin, and methotrexate, which are required
for the most part to be
done inpatient at the Winnipeg Children's Hospital.
Chemo would consist of six
cycles, with surgery on week
11, after the second cycle.
The first leg surgery on
April 28 was 12 hours long
and removed the tibia bone
(tumour) from his leg and
installed an external fixator
to keep his leg straight while
pathologist reviewed the
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Repair or replace, that is the question.

I

was asked a pointed question last week
by a person who lives in the region and
knows about Neepawa but doesn’t live
in the town. The question was, “Neepawa
is a progressive town isn’t it?”
I paused with my answer and then offered, “Yes, it is a progressive town, but
sometimes reluctantly.”
I based that answer on over 50 years of
living in Neepawa and the area. For many
decades, Neepawa’s population was fairly
static around 3,000 people. In the last 10
years it has ramped up to nearly 6,000
and now ranks as the 11th largest town in
Manitoba.
The growth is the envy of many centres.
A scan of the Neepawa Press archives,
dating back to 1896, shows that growth
has always been monitored. Even the first
edition of the Neepawa Press shows growth
attitude but in those days, growth was both
desired and sought out by most towns.
So why did I say reluctantly? Well, it’s
because that is what I have observed.
Growth has been accepted but I contend
it hasn’t always been sought out. It seems
more passive than in centres like Morden,
Winkler, Steinbach or Niverville. The latter
now ranks slightly ahead of Neepawa in
terms of population. Winkler established
a growth plan many years ago and the
town leaders have obviously followed the
plan. Numersous investers have come to
Neepawa have often quoted that there is
no real plan in place. That has changed but
it could be argued there is a lot of progress
left to be achieved.
Times have changed and for Neepawa,

I

the Springhill hog plant built in the late
1980s was the spark that set the growth
ablaze. Springhill was, by today’s standard,
a modest proposal that grew very slowly
until it was sold to HyTek, which became
Hylife. Now it employs 1,700 or more people
and has seen a huge influx of immigrants
to Neepawa.
HyLife didn’t grow without a plan by
both the company and the Town. Investments in housing and infrastructure have
been in the hundreds of $millions. The
company has been very focused and strategic and in the past few years, the Town
has been more focused than in the past.
All that said, more strategic planning and
infrastucture is needed. The new hospital
has been announced. The new firehall is
up and functioning. The new police station
just opened. The new school is full and then
some. Another school is needed and may
be in the plans. As for housing, there are
about 200 new housing units (homes and
apartments) currently under construction.
Neepawa is definitely growing,
Much of the growth has come largely
from outside investment and influence.
HyLIfe has been almost all outside investment while the town, province and feds
have invested heavily in infrastructure.
Times have changed over the decades
and one thing of note is missing in Neepawa, perhaps in other towns as well.
While growth has been pretty good in
Neepawa, this observer of 50 plus years
sees some major diifferences between now
and 30-40 years ago. The big difference
is that in the past, local business decision

Ken
Waddell
makers were more plentiful. Neepawa has
always has five to six machinery dealers
and they used to all be locally owned. Now
only one is locally owned. Car dealerships
tend to be largely influenced by out of town
ownership groups.
Perhaps the biggest difference is banking
decision-makers. Only the credit union
makes the larger business decisions locally.
All the banks used to do so. Back in the
day, farms and businesses could talk to the
decision. Some names that come to mind
are Des George at BMO, Gerry Hueston
at RBC and Gord Sylvester at CIBC. It
appears the bigger farm and buinesses
lending decisions are made out of town.
Perhaps growth might be be faster and
more efficient if we had more locals in the
bigger businesses ownership chairs and in
the banking management chairs.
Another area that Neepawa appears
to be lagging is in long term planning for
recreation. Neepawa is somewhat unique
in that the arena, community hall, curling
rink and golf course are all owned and
operated by local committees. The Town
of Neepawa puts minimal dollars into those

four facilities compared to other towns. To
put it bluntly, the Town of Neepawa and
the taxpayers have gotten off pretty cheaply
compared to other locations.
That all said, it has worked but the day
is coming, and may be well past, where
major repairs or even replacement will
be needed. As far as I know, neither the
Town nor the respective committees have
a fund or a plan for upgrades or replacement. The Yellowhead Arena is 50 years
old, the golf course clubroom is very old
and while it wrks, members long for an
ugrade. The curling rink is not as old but
needs upgardes as well. The hall portion
was built in teh 1940s as a warehouse for
the former salt company. To replace all the
builings listed would likely be in excess of
$40million. That’s a lot of money so perhaps
the committees and the town had better
sit down and make a plan. In my view,
inprovements might better be achieved by
upgrades instead of replacement.
Disclaimer: The views expressed in this column are the writer’s personal views and are not
to be taken as being the view of the Banner staff.

Twelve MVLs, part 12

n 1962, the Supreme Court of the United States
ruled that “school-sponsored” prayers violated the
principle of the “separation of church and state”
and as such, were deemed to be in violation of the US
Constitution. Like many such rulings America’s highest
court has made, this one was misunderstood and as a
result, badly misinterpreted.
The Court did not ban prayer on school grounds or in
school buildings. Students were free to find a quiet place
on campus to sit alone, read their holy books and pray
to their God if they so chose. They could even meet in
small groups on school property if they wished to do so.
No one could stop them. The First Amendment to the
US Constitution states, among other things, that “Congress shall make no law regarding the free expression
of religion...” So students could get together for private
prayer times as they didn’t try to force other students to
join their prayer group.
Shortly after the ruling, a three-panel comic strip appeared in newspapers across the United States. In the
first panel, a student is seated at a desk, head in hands,
spending some time in quiet reflection. In the second
panel, classmates ask what the student is doing. In the
final panel, the student replies: “As long as there are final
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exams, there will be prayer in public schools.”
I did a lot of praying in my last year of public school.
And like the student in the comic strip mentioned above,
much of it was done just before I was scheduled to write
a final departmental exam. My prayers were simple
in those days. I knew I had done all the course work I
needed to do. I had completed assignments, reviewed
and studied for the exams and was as prepared as I
would ever be. So I just asked God to help me recall the
material I had studied so that I could use it to answer
the questions and solve the problems that appeared on
the pages of each exam.
This experience taught me the 12th Most Valuable
Lesson I learned in public school: “Prayer is no substitute
for due diligence and hard work.” If you are asking God
to help you do well on an exam or an assignment, and
you haven’t kept up on your class work or completed
your assignments, don’t expect that all the information
you need will suddenly appear in your mind on the day
of the exam. God can’t bring out of your mind what you
don’t first put in.
I believe in the power of prayer. I admire those who
can spend long periods of time each day doing that. I
believe in a God whose ears are open to the prayers of
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his people and who will answer each prayer in his time
and his way.
But I am also reminded of Jesus’ words when he was
being tempted by the Devil-”Do not put the Lord your
God to the test.” So whether I am working on a sermon,
a column or a project report, I put in the time required
to do the best job I can. Then I leave everything in
God’s hands and trust him to do for me what I cannot
do for myself.
I learned that lesson in public school. I apply it several
times each week. With hard work, due diligence and
believing prayer, nothing is impossible for us. Work,
pray, believe-and get ready for God to help you achieve
things you never thought you could do.
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Home Bodies
By Rita Friesen
Rita, the cupboard
doors!

I

t is not often that I refer to myself in the first
person. I walked into my kitchen the other day
and I suffered severe f lash back memories. The
name uttered with concern and some distain was
not my name, but that of a younger sister. She was
notorious for leaving cupboard doors ajar and drawers
inches away from being properly closed. My father,
not a naturally observant person in the home, once
stated that he could tell exactly what Dean was doing in the day by the disarray in the kitchen. Alas,
that is now me on some days.
My children used to tease, well, mock, me for
leaving an inch of water in a glass after having a
drink – did I think I would need an inch of water
to prime a pump? Did I think that I needed to leave
an inch of water and have it multiply? It was a small
quirk, one I still have, but these kitchen doors and
drawers could do me serious injury! I have no idea
when this sloppy trend insidiously crept into my life,
I do know it has taken root! Sitting at the breakfast
table I spotted the cold cereal door above the stove
open, then the cutlery drawer, then the brown sugar
and coffee doors where open as well. What the

heck….and why? It wasn’t that the items needed to
be returned to their homes, for they were safely on
the shelves. It wasn’t that any one of those units is
warped or twisted, they all close tightly and easily. I
don’t know, what I do know that it is annoying to see
the gaping smiles and I am the only one responsible
for leaving them open, and for shutting them!
My office desk has become a quagmire as well. I
was gifted a marvellous table, a communion table, and
it serves well as my desk. Lots of room for reference
books, hymn books, and sundry accoutrements. I do
know in which teetering pile of papers the papers
I need at the moment reside, and can access them.
The office looks beastly untidy. As if the table with
a small bookshelf on it isn’t enough, there is a filing
cabinet at my right hand, and it is smothered with
books and papers- on top- not inside! And to my left
is another f lat surface, my sewing machine, and I
dread the day when I will need to access it- for it,
too, is buried under piles of papers…The spare room
closet, for my office is the spare room, is all book
shelves and papers….One would think I make my
living with words…
I do believe I need to entertain more. There
used to be a fury of cleaning before even a close
friend arrived, never mind an important guest!
Now I brush papers aside enough to put out place
mats for any given meal. Yep, papers and books on
the kitchen table as well. So, perhaps these blasted
kitchen cabinet doors half open are symptomatic of
a deeper problem…will have to clear some space to
think on that!

News from
the Rapid City
Library

Lots of fun to be had
in Rapid City!

Sarah Plosker
Rivers Banner

The Rapid City Regional Library hosted a
Halloween paint party Oct. 27 in conjunction
with Midwest Art Center; the Midwest Art Center
provided all the supplies, and a great time was had
by all. The event was held after school, which was
the perfect time for children to attend. A total of
21 kids painted Frankenstein’s monster.
Shirley Martin, Librarian, and Sally Evans, Assistant Librarian, started a “costume library”. They
received lots of donated costumes for children and
adults, and a display was set up by mid-October.
Library patrons could borrow a costume just in
time for Halloween. Devils, fancy wigs, knights, M
&M, scary masks, wonderful hats, rodeo clown, you
name it! Right now the costumes are being stored
in the library basement, but if you need something
for a costume party, come on by! Shirley said that
next year they will have the display all set up with
plenty of time come October 2023. Although she
hasn’t counted the exact number of costumes, there’s
three racks full!
Then on Halloween night, there was a haunted
library in the library basement. It was an evening
of spooky fun. What’s more, some families in the
Rapid City area don’t get many kids at their homes
so they came and handed out candy. Shirley, Sally,
and some wonderful volunteers did the set up and
tear down all in one day! And it was well-worth the
effort—106 kids came through the door that night!
The Rapid City Regional Library is located at
425-3rd Ave in Rapid City. Shirley has been with
the library for over 20 years, and Sally has been
with the library for 15 years.
Shirley says the next event to keep your eye out
for is the Rapid City Museum cornhole tournament, taking place Sat. Nov. 19 7:30pm-1am at the
Rapid City Legion. Teams of two can register by
going to the Rapid City Museum Facebook page.
Also known as “bean bag toss”, players score one
point for landing a bag on the board and three
points for getting a bag through the hole. It’s good
ol’ family-friendly fun.
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Tundra
By Chad Carpenter
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Holding a community event?
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Rivers Remembrance Day Service

PHOTO BY SARAH PLOSKER

L-R: John Deuce Bigelow – Rivers/Daly Fire Department Captain, Erin Lok -Emergency Services, Sean Hammond -Rivers/Daly Fire Fighter, Richard Brown -RRSD
(school board), Jeff Worth- Emergency Responders, Cst. Thiessen- Rivers Police, Heather Lamb- Mayor of Riverdale, Garry Nielsen- Rivers Legion Branch #75,
Warren Smallwood- Rivers Legion Padre, Art Halliday- Sgt at Arms Rivers.

Sarah Plosker
Rivers Banner
A small outdoor gathering took place at 11 a.m.
Nov. 11 at the Cenotaph
Park beside the Rivers
Legion. With the chilly
winter weather, and with
the idea of having fewer
people gat her in one
spot, t he ser v ice was
scaled back similar to
in 2021. Wreaths were
laid by: Mayor Heather
Lamb, for all three levels
of government: Federal,
Provincial, and Municipal, the President of the
Legion Dave Cluney, the
President of Ladies Auxiliary Donna Falkevitch,
Const Jeff Thiessen laid
the wreath on behalf of
the Rivers Police Services, Jef f Worth laid
the wreath for Fire and
Emergency Services, and
Richard Brown, school
board trustee, laid the
wreath representing both
R ivers Collegiate and
Rivers Elementary.
Last year Art Halliday
as the Sargeant at Arms
and Marilyn Halliday

as Poppy Chair planned
the service in accordance
with Covid restrictions
and it was decided to go
with the same format this
year. Historically the service has been held at Rivers Collegiate, but due to
Covid restrictions over
the last couple of years,
the Rivers Legion had to
make some changes. The
service was cut down to
the bare essentials and
held outside at the Cenotaph park the last two
years. Marilyn Halliday
explained that it was decided this year to keep it
outside as there is still a
high rate of respiratory
illness in the community;
it was considered safer to
hold the service outside.
It is hoped that they will
be able to make changes
next year.
Thank you to those
who came out to watch
the service and honour
those who gave their lives
to serve our country.
In the past, the Remembrance Day tea was
the major fundraising
event for t he L a d ies

Auxiliar y. Again, due
to Covid, things had to
change over the past few
years. In 2021, the Ladies
Auxiliary hosted a soup
and sandwich luncheon
in the clubroom after the
service and it was quite
successful so they decided
to do that again this year.
There was a 50/50 draw
which replaced the usual
silent auction and bake
sale.
Ladies Auxiliary President Donna Falkevitch
said that the Ladies Auxiliary served more than
50 lunches downstairs
in the club room following the outdoor service.
50/50 tickets were sold at
the lunch and at Chase
the Ace in the evening.
The winner of $612.50
was Dave Creighton of
Rivers—congratulations
Dave! Thank you to all
who attended the service, the lunch, or who
purchased tickets.
The Poppy campaign
this year was quite successful. “Even with the
higher cost of living that
we are all experiencing,
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our community reached
d e e p a n d s u p p or t e d
the Legion through the
purchase of memorial
crosses, poppy box dona-

tions and some straight
up donations.” Marilyn
Halliday said. All money
collected through this
campaign stays in our

community and is used
to help Veterans and their
families.

We lowered our energy
bill.
-KEN

a LYNN

Like Ken & Lynn, you can:

GET A FREE HOME
ENERGY CHECK-UP.
22113ge1

With the Energy Efficiency Assistance Program, you can also:
o Get your home insulated for FREE (including the materials and
the installation).
o Get a new natural gas furnace upgrade for $9.50* or $25** per month
for 5 years.
o Get FREE energy efficient light bulbs, showerheads and aerators,
air sealing products, and other energy saving items.

Find out if you qualify today

efficiencyMB.ca/EEAP
204-944-8088 or toll free 1·888-944-8088
*When replacing a standard efficiency natural gas furnace.
**When replacing a mid-efficiency natural gas furnace.
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Finance en partie par:

Canada

Monltoba�

529-2nd Avenue,
Rivers, MB
204-328-7494
info@riversbanner.com

BOB DAYMOND
ANNE McTAVISH

SHAMBEL MULUNEH

ANGIE ESPLEN
GRACE BIRNIE
DAWSON ALEXANDER

NEIL FRASER
BRANDIE YURKIW
KIT HARRISON
JAMIL TAHHAN
BONNIE JORDAN

NIKKI FREE
PAT McKENZIE
DWAYNE SWINTAK
LYNNE MILLER

TRACEY MOORE

Harold “Timer” Hyndman turned
97 on November 10, 2022!
Love from your family!
Birthday cards and wishes can
be mailed to
Mr. Harold “Timer” Hyndman
Box 12 Rapid City, Mb
ROK 1W0

AUBREY ARELLANO

RiveRs
BanneR

TED TEMPLE

RAY BERTHELETTE

SUTTON-HARRISON REALTY

SO ARE YOUR
CUSTOMERS

YOUR AD
SHOULD BE HERE

DEBEE BRICKNER

AT THIS

KELSEY GERRAND

Happy 97th Birthday Dad !

JENNA LEYS

What to do
Have you ever walked or driven across a
bridge? What did it look like? Did you see any
shapes
in it? The triangle, cylinder, and arch are
some of the strongest shapes and we often see
these
in bridges. Take a look for these shapes next
time you’re near a bridge.
This activity is a design challenge to design
the strongest bridge you can with the materials
listed above. Engineers design bridges and you
can too. You can draw your design first to help
decide where to use the different materials.
Then build it, and then test it. If it compresses
(sags in the middle) when you add a book to it,

What’s happening?
Bridges are a type of structure and are
designed often to get us from one place to another where there might be water or a ditch or
a drop off underneath the bridge. Sometimes
they are made strong enough to walk on and
sometimes they are strong enough to drive on.
We use different materials if we are building
a bridge that just holds people compared to a
bridge that has to hold many cars. Engineers
design bridges to be strong and stable, so they
don’t fall down. When a bridge gets too much
weight on it, it can start to compress or sag/
bend in a bit in the middle. We don't want this
to happen so when building your bridge, be sure
it doesn't compress when you add the book. If
it does, think about what materials you can use
to make it stronger.

TANYA CHUCHMUCH

What you need:
2 pipe cleaners
5 craft sticks (coloured)
1 metre/yard of string
3 straws (paper)
2 sheets of newspaper
2-4 books or 2 bowls
Tools: scissors, tape

ERNIE TUCKER

IF YOU’RE LOOKING

bread cookies (with real
butter), gingerbread men,
and a ready-made mix of
hot cocoa powder with
marshmallows makes a
great, homemade gift.
For k ids: Most k ids
have entirely too many
toys these days. How
about an hour of your
time, with your full, undivided attention? Short
of that, an entire roll of
bubble wrap to pop with
t he u s u a l d i s c l a i mer
about it being a suffocation hazard. Or a puppy.
For young adults: Gas
gift cards and grocery
store gift cards; the bare
necessities are getting
expensive these days!
For those hard-to-buyfor people: shop local—
you can find all sorts of
handmade gifts around
the community. Raw
honey, handmade soaps,
and yarn from local alpacas, to name just a few.
No need to drive into the
big city to get something
unique and thoughtful.
The Rivers Shop the
Block event is Nov. 17 at
the Rivers Legion hall,
and the Rapid City Old
Fashioned Family Christmas is Dec. 4 at the Rapid
City Legion hall, featuring a large craft sale of
local vendors.

Design and build a bridge in this week’s
hands-on Let’s Talk Science activity. This challenge is best suited for grades 4-8 students and
teaches them about physics and engineering.

change the design or add some more materials
to make it stronger.
There’s no set procedure here, but there are
a few rules:
1. You have to build your bridge so it spans/
crosses a space of at least 30 cm (1 foot). That
means
when you place your bowls or books they
need to be 1 foot apart.
2. You can’t tape your bridge to the books
or bowls.
3. Your bridge must be strong enough to hold
at least one book without compressing (sagging
in the middle).

PETER HARRISON

For hunters or farmers:
A good- qua l it y sma l l
folding knife. The blade
rotates into the handle
so you can slip it in your
pocket. Very convenient
for field dressing or just
wa l k i ng a round your
homestead, to cut the
twine off your straw/hay
bales for your livestock,
etc.
For hunters or hockey
moms: a heated vest. Uses
a rechargeable battery
and keeps you nice and
toasty warm.
In the kitchen: A goodquality kitchen scale. A
digital thermometer with
a probe that sits on your
stovetop and beeps when
your turkey reaches the
desired temperature—no
need to keep opening
your oven to check on
it. Pantry items like real
Ceylon cinnamon and
sea salt (if you’re using
regular table salt in your
kitchen, check the ingredients! There’s sugar
in your salt, as well as
other additives). An antifatigue mat for in front of
the kitchen sink. Careful
with this last one if you’re
buying it for your wife.
It’s like that old story of
buying your wife a new

vacuum cleaner —you
may wind up in the dog
house! To make it up to
her, why not buy her a
dozen flours: almond, amaranth, buckwheat, corn
meal, einkorn, oat f lour,
rice f lour, rye, sorghum,
spelt, teff, whole wheat.
Hopefully you married
someone with a sense of
humour (and who likes
to bake)!
Household items:
Microfibre bed sheets, a
bathrobe. One of those
small magnifying mirrors for the bathroom.
A toque with an LED
rechargeable headlamp
in the front. A Christmas
Cactus—that’s what that
beautiful f lowering plant
from last week turns out
to be. If you’re looking to
spend a bit more money,
a meat smoker.
Grocery: Make a giftbasket for a friend (or for
yourself!) by buying some
indulgent grocery items.
Those expensive 75 per
cent cocoa chocolate
bars, high-end herbal
tea s, or maybe some
fancy cheese.
Chr istmas bak ing:
There are unique recipes
you can try like Bailey’s
brownies, chocolate rum
ball truff les, and so on, or
you can stick to the classics: 3-ingredient short-

Sarah Plosker
Rivers Banner

KETAN PATEL

Sarah Plosker
Rivers Banner

Bridges

DAVID CASTELLANOS

Don’t have any ideas for Christmas presents
this year? Don’t worry, we’ve got you covered!

Sarah’s Science Corner

JEFF TEMPLE

Gift Giving Guide for
Christmas
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THINKING ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING?

Connect with your local Realtor®
204-571-5900 | SHRADMIN@SUTTON.COM | SOLDBYSUTTON.COM
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A year of connections
Sarah Plosker
Rivers Banner

It has been a year since
I joined the Rivers Banner.
I am sad to say that I’ll be
leaving at the end of the year,
for personal reasons.
I’ve truly enjoyed my time
at the Banner. I feel like I’ve
found my voice as a news
reporter (although I often
have to rein myself in a bit
when writing, in the interest
of being a reporter and not a
social commentator). What
I’ve enjoyed most of all would
definitely have to be meeting
so many wonderful people
that make up the communities in our area.
Keeping tabs on all the
goings-on in the area over
the past year has reaffirmed

my and my husband’s decision to move out to the country. There’s lots of familyfriendly fun to be had, and
people seem to genuinely
care about each other. Many
of the community events
are organized by volunteers
who just want to be a part
of their community. Thank
you to all the volunteers for
putting in the time and effort
to benefit our wonderful little
part of Westman! Besides
volunteers, there are so
many people here with an
entrepreneurial spirit, and
I’ve enjoyed writing about
their business ventures.
Looking back over the
past year, I think my most
popular article would have
to be the Calving and Lambing article in spring 2022—

in fact, I wrote a “part 2”
later on in the summer, and
I probably could have kept
it going with weekly photos
of cute animals. Besides the
cuteness overload, readers really seemed to enjoy
learning a little bit about
the family farms in the area.
The article I most enjoyed
writing was perhaps my
first hockey update article
in late 2021. There was a
U9 tournament hosted at
the Riverdale Community
Center. For games played by
8 and 9 year-olds, they don’t
keep score, as it’s more about
having fun. Well, how was
I to write anything about a
hockey game with no score to
report? I was perplexed, but I
love a challenge. In the end I
found a new appreciation for

the chaos and learning that
takes place on the ice with
children of that age.
If anyone’s interested,
Micah has a job opening
available! I’ve truly enjoyed
working for the Waddell’s.
Micah is a laid-back manager, which I appreciate,
and I was given complete
independence on what I
could write about. I took
advantage of this and wrote
about all my hobbies and
interests: knitting, canning,
recipes, wildlife, homesteading, neat livestock breeds,
etc. Occasionally, Micah,
Ken, or Christine would
send me a story lead, as well
as a well-connected reader,
and I’d like to thank them
for that.
The most surprising thing

to me was the reception my
random articles; people like
the diversity. In particular,
I’m taken aback at how many
people love the Let’s Talk
Science “Science Corner”
articles. I’m a bit of a science
nerd so I decided when I
first started at the Banner
that I’d make it a weekly
column, given the liberties
Micah afforded me. I’ve
had people of all walks of life
approach me to let me know
how much they’ve enjoyed it
(some who don’t even have
children—they’re doing the
activities themselves). I guess
there’s a little science nerd
deep down in all of us, and
that makes me smile.
As for me, I’ve got too
many things on the go and
not enough hours in the day.
Right now I’m busy teaching
and tutoring. With all the
spare time I’ll be gaining,
I’m going to spend more time
being actively involved in
my toddler’s life, doing more

from-scratch cooking, and
getting around to spinning
the wool I had prepped back
in 2021 (sheared, washed,
carded, dyed, and stored in
bags throughout my house).
Given that it’s the end of
the year, it’s a good time for
all of us to reflect back on
2022, critically evaluate our
life trajectory, where we are,
and where we want to be,
and think about what we
want out of 2023. While I
do subscribe to the “shortterm pain, long-term gain”
philosophy, I’m also trying to
balance that with something
my hippie uncle said to me
once while he was kneading
bread dough, years ago, that
has stuck with me (and yes
you have to read it aloud to
yourself in the most hippie
voice possible!): “If you don’t
have time in your life to make
your own bread, you gotta
re-evaluate your life, man”.
Amen to that!

Business Directory
PROS AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Hamiota’s
Hamiota ~ Brandon ~ Birtle

~ Pilot
Mound ~

Killarney ~ Deloraine



Serving Rivers and area
since 1906.




HAMIOTA: 204-764-2544

BRANDON:
888-726-1995
allianceaccounting.ca

204-764-2744

Phone 204-727-0694 or
1-800-897-5694
www.brockiedonovan.com

FUNERAL DIRECTOR
Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

• Residential & Commercial
• HVAC Installations
• Licensed Gas Fitting
• 24 hr Emergency Service
• Repair & Maintenance
• Septic Truck Services
• Duct Cleaning
• Backhoe & Skidsteer Services

•

Residential & Commercial

•

Repair & Maintenance

•

HVAC Installations

•

Septic Truck Services

•

Licensed Gas Fitting

•

Duct Cleaning

•

24 hr Emergency Service

•

Backhoe & Skidsteer Services

Hunt, Miller
& Co. LLP

Frame and Stud Fra
Post Farm Buildings me

Phone 204-727-8491 or
204-328-7540 (Thursdays,
2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

Johan’s Construction Ltd.
204-745-7628 cell
Rivers MB,

Jack Cram, Lawyer

Ph. 204-724-6870
Fax 204-328-4407
alepp@redlinetransport.ca

WWW.KROEGERBACKHOE.CA
EXCAVATION-GRAVELACREAGE DEVELOPEMENTSEPTIC SYSTEMS
204-761-8765

Stewart Endeavors
Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/
Belly Dump Services - Excavating
stewie13@mts.net
204-365-0086
Alex Stewart
Box 916, Rivers
MB, R0K1X0

“Building for all your farm needs!”

Dry bulk transportation

Way-Mor
Agencies Ltd.
Insurance, Travel,
Investments, Real Estate

Phone
204-328-7540
204-566-2490

• Residential & Commercial
• Farm Wiring & Trenching

Brandon - Rivers

204-761-2192

Hamiota, MB
764-2451
Autopac accredited repair shop
Aftermarket parts & accessories
Glass replacement & Towing
hiwaycollision1984@gmail.com

This space is
available To you
sTarTing as low as
$13.50 per week
call 204-328-7494 or
email
info@riversbanner.
com
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PLACE YOUR AD BY:

PHONE: 204-328-7494
E-MAIL: info@riversbanner.com

DEADLINE: TUESDAY AT NOON
Minimum charge: $5+GST
Extra insertions: 1/2 original price

Classifieds MUST be PREPAID
Visa/Mastercard accepted

CLASSIFIEDS
Notice
Rivers Christmas Cheer
referral deadline is Sunday,
Dec. 4. Please email smr@
wcgwave.ca for more info.

For Sale
BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!
50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

Help Wanted

For Sale

Maintenance/Caretaker
Couple or Person Required

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires

Relocate to SLIMS CABINS
NE Saskatchewan
Full Time. Year Round.

Main camp road access plus boat in
& y in outposts. Large, heated, well
equipped shop to repair or fabricate
almost anything. Troubleshooting,
mechanical, heavy equipment
operation, plumbing, electrical,
carpentry, welding, etc.
If you possess a lot of skills, enjoy
a rural location, are motivated,
responsible, independent and
respectful, this may be your dream
lifestyle/employment.

Any excessive alcohol consumption
(beyond social) or substance abuse
is not welcome at our shing/
hunting camp.

Call 204 937 4007

Auction

THE BATTERY MAN

• Full Repair & Safeties
• Vehicle Parts, Tires &
Wheels
• Trailer Parts & Batteries
• Sales, Financing,
Leasing & Rentals
EBY Aluminum:
• Gooseneck and
Bumper Pull Cattle &
Equipment Trailers
• Truck & Service Bodies
• Generation Grain Trailers

KALDECK TRUCK
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127

www.kaldecktrailers.com

RTM’s
The
Aurora Plus

1390 St. James St.
Winnipeg

TF 1-877-775-8271

1648 SqFt RTM

www.batteryman.ca

3 bedrooms, ensuite,
huge kitchen, quartz
countertops, walk-in
pantry, island. 9 ft walls
and double cathedral
ceiling. James Hardie
Siding.

Announcement

Pictures available
www.
wgiesbrechthomes.ca

Taking orders for
Spring Delivery 2023

204-346-3231

Manitoba Community
Newspaper
Association Province
Wide Classifieds
NOTICES
Advertisements and statements contained herein
are the sole responsibility
of the persons or entities
that post the advertisement, and the Manitoba
Community Newspaper
Association and membership do not make any
warranty as to the accuracy, completeness,
truthfulness or reliability
of such advertisements.
For greater information
on advertising conditions,
please consult the Association’s Blanket Advertising
Conditions on our website
at www.mcna.com.
URGENT PRESS RELEASES - Have a newsworthy item to announce?
Having a Christmas/Winter
Event? An exciting change
in operations? Though we
cannot guarantee publica-

tion, MCNA will get the
information into the right
hands for ONLY $35.00
+ GST/HST. Call MCNA
(204) 947-1691 for more information. See www.mcna.
com under the “Types of
Advertising” tab for more
details.
BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS
ADS NOW! Advertise NOW
in the 32 Weekly Manitoba
Community Newspapers
to get your messaging to
be seen all over the province! SEASONAL HIRING?
Have a service to offer?
Selling something? Grand
Opening? Have an on-line
store? Let people know in
the Blanket Classifieds!
Call THIS NEWSPAPER
NOW or call MCNA at (204)
947-1691 for more details
or to book ads. MCNA
- Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association.
www.mcna.com

Help Wanted

FOODS

ROLLING RIVER SCHOOL DIVISION
CUSTODIAN and CLEANER POSITIONS
PERMANENT 12-month positions

Meat Cutters/Production Personnel

Job

HyLife is a global leader in food processing. Our mission is to be the
best food company in the world. To achieve this, we need talented
people to join our HyLife team as the company continues to grow.
HyLife is committed to our employees and we have an exciting
new career opportunity in the beautiful town of Neepawa, MB for
you to explore!
As a Meat Cutter/Production Personnel you will be a critical member
of our team in the creation of our world-class product. Our positions
range from working on our production floor to shipping the final
packaged product, with everything in between!
Responsibilities and duties include but are not limited to:
• Slaughter and eviscerate hogs for further processing
• Harvest and package edible offal
• Process pork carcasses into primal cuts
• Butcher and package pork primal cuts into value-added
specifications for local, national, and international premium
markets
• Carry out other tasks related to the processing of meat for
shipping to customers or storage
• Sanitation
People who will succeed as members of our team will:
• Enjoy working in a fast-paced, stable, long-term work
environment
• Appreciate working in a culturally diverse workplace. We
employ people from all over the world!
• Treat people with dignity and respect
• Open to working in colder/warmer environments
• Physically Fit
• Experience as an industrial butcher or trimmer is an asset

Current starting wage is $15.75/hour
plus a $1.00/hour perfect attendance bonus!
Wage scale extends to $23.55 per hour
In addition to HyLife’s benefits, vacation time, and competitive
salary our company also offers a $500 dollar employee referral
bonus program!
HyLife is here to support you in building an exciting career with
our team!
If you have the qualifications and the passion to meet this
challenge then we would like to explore your potential.
Please apply online at
http://hylife.com/current-opportunities/
or email to jobs@hylife.com
or mail to PO Box 10,000, 623 Main St E,
Neepawa, MB R0J 1H0.

We want it to be YOU! Come join our HyLife team.
We thank all applicants, however, only those under
consideration will be contacted

Location

Hours per day

Shift

Head Custodian

Rivers, MB

8

Collegiate - Day Shift

Cleaner

Forrest, MB

5

Elementary School - Evening Shift

Cleaner

Erickson, MB

4

Elementary School - Evening Shift

Qualifications Required:
• Grade 12 or equivalent
• Ability to take initiative and work unsupervised
• Ability to work effectively with others as a member of a team
• Ability to communicate effectively with people both orally and in writing
• Physically fit and capable of performing physically demanding work
Head Custodian Preferred Qualifications:
• Current WHIMIS training and certification
• Prior work-related cleaning and/or building maintenance experience
• A working knowledge of and experience with commercial cleaning equipment
• Prior successful experience planning work activities, providing workload direction or
employee supervision
• Valid Class 5 Drivers License
Cleaner Preferred Qualifications:
• Current WHIMIS training and certification
• Prior work-related cleaning experience
• Valid Class 5 Drivers License
The successful applicant will:
• work effectively under pressure, within defined timeframes and with a variety of people
in a team environment
• work well independently, be flexible, adjust to changing work assignments and deal with
and maintain confidential information
• complete and maintain WHMIS certification
Training will be provided to the successful applicant.
Salary as per C.U.P.E. Collective Agreement: Custodian $20.06 - $21.36 per hour
Cleaner $18.52 per hour
For further information please contact Mr. Fred Scott, Maintenance Supervisor at
204-867-2754 Ext. 239 fscott@rrsd.mb.ca
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
Applications will be reviewed on December 5, 2022.
Applicants are requested to submit a covering letter with a comprehensive resume, addressing
the stated qualifications and naming three work related references to the following:
Sarah Woychyshyn
Administrative Assistant, Human Resources
Rolling River School Division
PO Box 1170
Minnedosa, MB R0J 1E0
Phone: 867-2754 Fax: 867-2037
E-Mail: swoychyshyn@rrsd.mb.ca
Thank you to all applicants for their interest in Rolling River School Division. Only those candidates
selected for interviews will be contacted. Employment is conditional upon an acceptable Criminal Record
and Child Abuse Registry Check. Rolling River School Division welcomes applications from people with
disabilities, accommodations are available upon request during the assessment and selection process

Services

!
W
E
N Custom Meat Processing
Rolling River School Division
in southwestern Manitoba, Canada
near Riding Mountain National Park
and Brandon.

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Rivers Collegiate - 7 hrs/day
For more details and application information,
please visit our website at www.rrsd.mb.ca
select Employment then Support Positions.
Thank you to all applicants for their interest in Rolling
River School Division. Only those candidates selected for
interviews will be contacted.

Cut and Wrap

Will do Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Goat & Wild game

Apply in person to book an appointment
Open Friday 8am-8pm and any Evening
Closed Sundays
At Mose Brubacher 85130 Hwy 260
2 3/4 miles north of Hwy 16 behind red Schoolhouse
Or Contact Reuben Martin at 86134 Hwy 260
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Help Rivers and Area
Community Foundation
reach their Endow Manitoba
Giving Challenge
Submitted
Rivers & Area Community Foundation
Now is the time to help our community f lourish forever! During Nov.
14 – 20, you can help Rivers and Area
Community Foundation.
Every gift made to the unrestricted
fund during the Endow Manitoba
Giving Challenge will be stretched
by The Winnipeg Foundation and the
Manitoba government. Every $5.00
becomes $7.00. Rivers and Area Community Foundation could receive up
to an additional $4,000.
Only gifts made between 12:01
a.m., Monday, Nov. 14 and 11:59 p.m.,
Sunday, Nov. 20 to the foundation’s

Obituary
LORRIE ADELLE DYER
Shortly after celebrating her
63rd birthday, Lorrie Adelle Dyer
peacefully passed away while
surrounded by her family on
Saturday, November 5, 2022
at the Assiniboine Centre.
Left to treasure her memory is her loving husband Ian,
daughters Danielle Laferriere
(Jeremy) and Taryn Claeys
(Cam), and grandsons Brixon
and Kohler Claeys. She also leaves
to mourn her mother-in-law, Flora Dyer, and many relatives
and friends. Lorrie was predeceased by her parents, Kenneth
and Vona Cochrane, her father-in-law, Leslie Dyer, and special
pet, Rascal.
Born in Souris on October 17, 1959 in the year of the
“Blue Snow’’, Lorrie was the youngest daughter to Ken and
Vona Cochrane. She grew up on the family farm south of Elgin
where her love for animals and appreciation for the land began.
She enjoyed the activities that accompanied being raised in the
country, as well as music, skating and playing fastball.
Upon graduation from high school, Lorrie moved to
Winnipeg to take post-secondary education at the Red River
Community College to become a Dental Assistant. While
working in Winnipeg she met Ian and formed many lifelong
friendships. Lorrie then relocated to Brandon, and worked for
a dentist, Dr. Brian Minaker. Later, Lorrie went on to become
a hairdresser working from home and then an Educational
Assistant at the Rivers schools.
Lorrie and Ian married on July 11, 1981. They spent 41
wonderful years together raising their family, building their
beautiful home and yard and farming on the Dyer Homestead
near Rivers. One of Lorrie’s greatest joys was watching her
girls develop their talents and supporting them in pursuit of
their dreams. Over the years, attending events, concerts and
watching various sports teams remained a constant. Lorrie
was well-known for her active involvement in her community;
she served various roles, and was frequently called upon for
her creativity and attention to detail. She had a way that drew
people to her and was blessed to have a large circle of friends
whom she loved dearly.
Everything Lorrie aspired to do, she did wholeheartedly. Her
hard work and dedication earned her awards and recognitions
throughout her lifetime; some of which included: Best All Around
Female (Hartney Collegiate), Sportsmanship Award (Brandon
Ladies Fastball), Best Farmyard Grounds (S.W. Manitoba)
and Runner-up to the Best Dressed Woman in Westman
(Brandon Sun).
Lorrie leaves a hole in the hearts of many who admired
her bright smile, generosity, adventurous spirit and quick wit.
She truly brought life to the party. As Lorrie would say: wear the
lipstick, buy the shoes, eat the dessert, use the fancy dishes,
and dress to impress. Life’s too short.
A private interment and celebration of Lorrie’s life has
been held.
Memorial donations can be sent to Rivers and Area Community Foundation, Box 714, Rivers, MB, R0K 1X0 or email
info@riversareacommunityfoundation.org. Arrangements are
in care of Brockie Donovan Funeral and Cremation Services,
(204) 727-0694. Messages of condolences may be placed at
www.brockiedonovan.com.
“There will be an answer… Let it be.” - The Beatles

unrestricted fund will be eligible.
Gifts can be made securely online
at endowMB.org or by presenting a
cheque to Rivers and Area Community Foundation at their annual granting
evening to be held Friday November 18
from 7 til 10pm at Behlen Lounge in the
Riverdale Community Complex. This
year, the evening has aptly been named
“The 3G’s of Gifting- Give, Grant and
Grow”. Community foundations pool
and endow (permanently invest) all
gifts and it is the income earned which
supports the variety of projects within
the foundation’s designated area. The
original contributions are never spent,
ensuring a lasting legacy for donors
and a permanent source of support
for the community. This year in Rivers, eleven local organizations will be
receiving grants of $22,000 to assist in
the improvement of our community. It is
through donations (especially this week)
that our fund could grow, which in turn
allows us to grant even higher amounts
to our local organizations. So, you see,
it takes all of us working together- the
Givers, the Granters and the Growers.
This social evening is open to the public
and we invite one and all to come out
and learn what RACF is doing and how
you can help your community to grow.
Rivers and Area Community Foundation plays a vital, lasting role in all
aspects of life in Rivers and Area. We
thank our donors over the years for
their generous gifts, may they be large
or small. From these gifts, we have been
able to make grants to a wide variety of
worthy local causes – from daycares to
seniors’ homes, scholarships to school
improvements, food banks to fitness,
health care and emergency care to
palliative care and much, much more.
Over $200,000 during our 12 years of
operation have been granted within our
community. These grants play a part in
improving life for all of us.
Nov. 14 – 20, 2022 is a great time to
invest in the future of Rivers and Area.
Of course, RACF will be glad to receive
your support at any time of year, but
remember that during Giving Week
$5 becomes $7. No matter the size of
your gift, your contribution will improve
life here for generations to come. Visit
endowMB.org to learn more or to give
online. For more information contact
riversareacommunityfoundation.org or
follow us on Facebook.

Total Lunar Eclipse
Sarah Plosker
Rivers Banner
Residents who stayed
up until the wee hours
of the night (some might
consider it to be early
morning) were treated to
a total lunar eclipse on
Nov. 8. The event began
at 2:02 a.m. and lasted 5
hours, 54 minutes. However, this included the
time transitioning in and
out of “total eclipse”. The
total eclipse lasted 1 hour,
25 minutes, between 4:17
a.m. and 5:42 a.m.
An eclipse is caused by
the Earth being located in
between the sun and the
moon; the Earth blocks
the sunlight that would
normally light up the
moon in the night sky. As
the Moon orbits around
the Earth, is enters the
shadow crated by the

Earth; the shadow covers the Moon more and
more, until the Moon
is in complete darkness,
then the Moon emerges
slowly from the shadow.
The eclipse is called
a Blood Moon because
of the beautiful red colour that appears on the
Moon a s t he E a r t h’s
atmosphere scatters what
little sunlight is able to
pass around the Earth
and hit the Moon. The
short blue wave lengths
are scattered away, and
only longer-wavelength
light like red, orange,
and yellow illuminate the
Moon. It’s like a sunrise/
sunset, but on the face of
the Moon.
A lunar eclipse only occurs during a full Moon,
when the Sun, Earth,
and Moon align. The
full Moon in November is

called a beaver Moon as
a nod to the busy beavers
taking shelter and resting
after storing all their food
for the winter. So this particular lunar eclipse was
a “Beaver Blood Moon”
eclipse.
This is the second total
lunar eclipse of 2022; the
f irst being the “super
f lower blood moon” on
May 15. The next lunar
eclipse visible in Manitoba won’t be until the
Penumbral Lunar Eclipse
Mar. 24, 2024, when the
Moon travels through
the Earth's penumbra,
the light outer part of its
shadow. Penumbral lunar
eclipses are less spectacular than total lunar eclipses and often difficult to
tell apart from a regular
old Full Moon. The next
total lunar eclipse won’t
be until Mar. 13, 2025.
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Holding a community event?

Contact us to help spread the news about your community event or fundraiser
529 2nd Ave., Rivers, MB
RiveRs BanneR 204-328-7494
• info@riversbanner.com

