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This year’s Easter Basket winner for the Annual
Easter Contest in the Rivers Banner sponsored by
the Rivers Banner and Heritage Co-op is 5-year-old
Isabelle Lepp, from Brandon, MB. Isabelle Lepp is
granddaughterto Al and Collette Lepp of Rivers, MB.
The grandkids were out to visit on Easter weekend
with their grandparents. Al and Collette had a few
extra copies of the newspaper for their grandkids
to colour the picture on the back and entered the
contest. Congratulations Isabelle on being this years
basket winner! Thank-you to everyone who entered
the Easter Colouring Contest for 2026. We looked
forward to seeing the pictures this year and are
excited for next years contest.
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By Chad Carpenter

Wishing and praying
for good decisions

omthemostordinary ofpeople,
Fo the highest decision makers
in the world, I am wishing and
praying for good decisions. God made
us all with a free will and, for the most
part, the ability to decide what to do
and not to do. Everything I have to
say today may well apply to myself.
As I have said many times, I try not
to preach from a righteous pulpit, but
write from a desk of observing what
would be considered good decisions.

Asordinary citizens, we in Canada
have tremendous freedom to make
good decisions. Most people, but not
all people, have enough money to live
better than they do, as many of our
financial decisions result in buying
things where we could nicely thrive
without buying them.

I'won’tgive you my preferred shop-
pinglist, youmake your own, but when
we are shortof money, there are almost
always better decisions that can and
should be made.

When it comes to life choices, we
also have options and the same logic
applies. Lots of things we are doing are
not giving us the results that benefit
us or others. Maybe we need to stop
doing the less than helpful things.

For cities, towns, and municipal
organizations, decisionsare abitmore
difficult as moving in a certain direc-
tion needs strong support from staff
and a majority of votes on a council.
Agreements must be reached.

Here’s some examples of better de-
cisions. Fervently pursuing recycling
programs that actually accomplish
little or nothing is a waste of money
and human resources. Having raw
sewage ending up in waterways 1s
inexcusable and muststop. Nothaving
clean drinking water in all our com-
munities, no matter how remote, is a
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travesty. In some cases, the facilities
have not been built, in other cases the
facilities have been badly maintained
or even abused. Regardless, the situa-
tion requires better decisions by some
people at some level, be it local or at a
higher level.

Atthe provincial and national level,
we have situations where people have
chronically made bad decisions, and
by that I mean perpetual criminals or
abusers. There is no way on earth we
should have “likely to be dangerous
or re-offend” notices being necessary.
People who habitually re-offend or
abuse other people belong in an in-
stitution. In my mind, that includes
murderers, rapists, drug dealers and
drug users who refuse to stop. All of
these people are a threat to others and
themselvesand to keep on playing cops
and robbers, a high level game of hide
and seek, catch and release amounts
to one of the worst decisions we make
as a society.

I am firmly against capital punish-
ment, but [ am in favour of long term
institutionalization.

Ontheworldscene, [ have afew sug-
gestions. To Russia’s President Putin,
grow up and go home. You have done
more than a few lifetimes of damage.
Quit already! Your country is already
too big to successfully manage and
you are nearing your life’s end, you

don’t have much time to amend your
ways. Russia i1s too good a country
to be wrecked upon the rocks of one
man’s ego.

To President Trump, please wake up
and figure out that while you have a
lot of support for some of your policies,
your mannersare poor, your egois huge
and your mouth sometimes makes no
sense. You too are in your latter years
and if you want a strong legacy, you
need to smarten up.

To Prime Minister Carney, you
are well educated, well trained and 1
think a smart guy. However, you need
to start doing some things and not just
muse about doing things. Like many
countries, Canadaislivingwaybeyond
its capacity to pay the bills and, quite
frankly, Canadians are noting that
a lot of your promises may well be
benefitting your company more than
the average Canadian.

To Premier Wab Kinew and Oppos-
tion Leader Obby Khan, pleaselearnto
shut up. For God’s sake, we don’t care
about your cheap shots against each
other or against the other parties. All
we want you to do is govern and while
youare both capable of good decisions,
we could surely use abitmore evidence.

May God bless everyone with wis-
dom, tempered by reality and clear
thinking.

IHOMEBGODIES;

RITA FRIESEN

I'm sorry...

erhaps it goes with the territory: the aging,
diminished physical strength, the lapses in the

memory, but this week T heard myselfapologise
for too many things. I needed help with opening ajar,
and prefaced my request for assistance with ‘I'm sorry
but I can’t get this stupid thing open’... For what was
I really apologising? The stupid jar? My ineptitude?
I know I am not inept, old injuries have affected the
strength in my thumbs. I tell myself they still have a
real purpose— they keep my gloves on!

It’snosecret that those longerlighters that we use to
light the Christ Candle in our Sunday morning service
have proved to frustrate me. More than once I have
turned my back to the congregation as I struggle to
flick that bic. Most times I can smile it away, appearing
okay with my frustrations. This past Sunday, I picked
up thelighter and, knowing the procedure, pulled the
trigger. And pulled it again. Then looked for help. A
kind soul came and gently showed me exactly how
to do it, just the way I had tried!!! Handing it back
to me, I tried, again, and handed it back to her! My
trigger finger could not exert enough pressure to get
the job done. Watch, next Sunday that Ilead worship
service there, they will kindly ensure that I have an
authentic candle lighter. And, of course, I said ‘T’'m
sorry.” And, again, sorry for what? Getting old and
worn out? It does not portend well for my future.

Aspartofthe family gathering, we play table games.
More than once I heard myself quietly apologising,
for not catching on to the rules of the game as quickly
as I would have liked to. For not always correctly fol-
lowing all the moves and plans of the other players.
Like, give myself a break! I'm eighty for goodness
sake! You can teach an old dog a new trick, it simply
takes longer...

I'm sorry that it takes me longer to get ready and
get out of the house than it used to. I'm sorry that it
takes more intention and time to prepare a balanced
meal. I'm sorry that I don’t sleep as well as I want
to.... man, the list could go on and on.

I hereby resolve to be gentler with myself. Instead
of apologising for taking too long, I will thank others
for waiting . “Thank you’ sounds so much better than
a litany of ‘I'm sorry’. To be fair, it is not often said
in a whiny voice, no snivelling or grovelling. I simply
hear those words too often, too often unnecessarily.
I understand that I am not alone in the struggle to
accept and adapt to change, especially uninvited
and unexpected changes. They are coming. Some
of them are already here! I will continue to rejoice
in the abilities that have not diminished. My speech,
thank God. My thinking—should perhaps have come
before speaking? I'm sorry? For the privilege of
growing older? May I be ever grateful for the helping
hands and loving hearts that surround me. For that
I am not sorry!
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Nearly two decades of dedication in Neepawa
Farm & Leisure Lotto winner from Rivers, Manitoba

By Eoin Devereux
RIVERS BANNER

For the past 18years,localvolunteerswith the Neepawa
& District Medical Committee Farm & Leisure Lotto
have started their spring working the phones to make
our community a little bit better. And for those same
18 years, you've been on the other end of that phone
call opening your heart and your wallet or purse to do
the very same.

The Neepawa Town Office was frantic with activity on
Mar. 26 to 28, as a portion of the space was taken over
by members of the Beautiful Plains Community Medical
Committee. Each year around this time, that group as-
sembles to operate the lottery, whose proceeds help to
fund improvements to Neepawa’s medical services. This
year’ssupportwillaid in renovations to some office space
to assist with the Doctor’s residency program.

Leisure Lotto Coordinator Mary Ellen Clark noted
that it takes an incredibly dedicated group of people to
make this local fundraising effort work. She thanked
those workers who volunteer their time to make those
calls. Clark also thanked those on the other end of the
line, for seeing value in supporting them.

“The money goes to a great place, and we’ve received
supportfromnotonlyaround the community, butacross
the province and even beyond those borders,” explained
Clark. “We have regular [lottery] buyers that purchase
from us year after year, that have never even used our
medical facilities. But they see what we’re trying to do
as a community and they’re so happy to help.”

The early bird draw wrapped up last weekend. In
terms of those sales, the early pace of ticket purchasing
was slightly behind previous years, but picked up in a
noticeable way just before the deadline on Saturday,
Mar. 28. The winner of the early bird draw was Crystal

PHOTO BY EOIN DEVEREUX

Mary Ellen Clark presents Crystal Stewart of Rivers a cheque for $10,000, the prize for the early bird draw
for the 2026 Neepawa & District Medical Committee Farm & Leisure Lotto.

Stewart of Rivers, MB.

Tickets are still available for purchase for the main
lottery, which features $130,000 voucher from Enns
Brothers (Option#1),apairof $55,000 credits from both
McLaughlin G.M. and Four Seasons R.V. Sales (Option

#2) or $100,000 cash (Option #3). As well, there is the
50/50add-on draw, which as of the publication deadline
was sitting at $59,410.

To purchase tickets, call toll free 1-877-876-8555 or
order online at www. neepawalotto.com.
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Kenton Community Enterprise

Triple stainless steel commercial sink is going to clean everything quick and easy.

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

The Kenton Commun-
ity Enterpriseisvery excit-
ed about the completion
of a brand new Kkitchen
in the Kenton Hall. The
projectbegan late lastfall
and hasjustrecentlybeen
completed. Asyou can see
by the pictures, it is very
welldone, fabulousreally!

The counter tops are
stainlesssteel. Thereisan
island in the middle and

two big coolers for food
and drink.

Local contractors were
hired to do the project,
another feather in the
cap for local tradesmen
doing what they do best.
Theyworked diligently to
get the hall back up and
running as quickly and
efficientlyas possible. Job
well done guys!

The first time the new
kitchen will be put to the
test is the Kenton Fire-
fighters fundraiserwhich

is this coming weekend. It
is already a sell-out.

Congratulations to the
men and women of the
Kenton Community En-
terpriseswhosawtheneed
tomove forward and keep
our hall in super shape. I
am sure the user groups
are going to love the new
kitchen. There will be an
update on this project in
the future so stay tuned.
Congratulations Kenton,
you have done a first class
job again!

PHOTOS BY CELIA NOLAN
Stainless steel countertops, two ovens, and rangehoods, this Kitchen is ready.

RIVERSJANDIAREAYLIONS{CLUBIEISH{ERY{

RIVERDALE[COMMUNITY{COMPLEX
INITHE[CURLINGIRINK

April 12, 2026
4:30-6:30pm

Adults $25
Age 7 - 12 $15
6 and under FREE
Dine In or
Take out Call Don 204-328-7440

Ingredients
3 cups bread flour

1-1/2 tsps salt

1 tbsp cornmeal

topping)

Directions

TIOMEMADE RACELS

1 cup warm water 45*C
5 tbsps white sugar, divided
2-1/4 tsps active dry yeast

3 quarts water for boiling

1 large egg white, beaten
3 tbsps poppy seeds (or other

1. Preheat the oven to 375
degrees F (190 degrees C).
2. Placeflour,water,2tablespoons

sugar, yeast, and salt into a bread machine in the order listed or
follow the order recommended by the manufacturer if different.
Run ‘Dough’ cycle. Remove dough from the machine after the cycle
is done, about 90 minutes.

3. Turn dough out onto a lightly floured surface: let rest for 10 to 15
minutes.

4. Cut dough into nine equal pieces. Roll each piece into a small ball
and flatten into a circle. Poke a hole in the middle of each circle with
your thumb. Place back onto the floured surface. Cover dough with
a cloth and let rest for 10 minutes.

5. Meanwhile, bring 3 quarts water to a boil in a large pot. Sprinkle
cornmeal onto an ungreased baking sheet.

6. Stir 3 tablespoons sugar into boiling water. Transfer two bagels at
a time to the boiling water, working in batches, turning halfway
through, about 1 minute. Drain briefly on a clean towel. Arrange
on the prepared baking sheet. Brush with egg white: sprinkle with

poppy seeds.
7. Bake in the preheated oven until golden brown, 20 to 25 minutes.

NOTHING CONTROLS WILD OATS BETTER.

Wild oats aren’t fake news. The best way to stop Group 1 and
Group 2 resistance is simple: kill all the weeds — not just some
this year and others the next.

CAZADO™ is giving you something you haven’t had

before in wheat — dual-mode control. Plus, it works on
non-problematic fields too — because resistance can spread
whether you see it or not.

Don’t miss out. Talk to your local ADAMA
Area Business Manager, Gerald Hildebrand,
about securing your CAZADO™ now.

CAZADO.CA

Always read and follow label directions. CAZADO™ is a trademark of an ADAMA
Group Company. All other products are trademarks of their respective companies.

©2026 ADAMA Agricultural Solutions Canada Ltd.
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The Kenton Cougars
Senior Hockey team was
formed in 1972. They
played in the North
Central Hockey League
for some 30 plus seasons.
The team was composed
of players mainly from
Kenton and Lenore in
the beginning. Later
players came to Kenton
from Oak Lake, Virden,
Reston, Oak River, Bran-
don and Hamiota to form
a team.

The best description
of the Kenton Cougars
hockey club was that it
was a social group who
just happened to play
hockey in the winter and
fastball in the summer.

In the 1974-75 sea-
son, the Kenton Cougars
defeated the McAuley
Tigers to win the league
Championship. Although
they played in other final
series, this would be the
only time they would win
theleague championship
trophy.

Where the Kenton
Cougars really shone
the most was in the
Intermediate Provincial

Hockey Championships
of Manitoba. The Cou-
garswon a total of 9 Prov-
incial Championships,
a number surpassed by
no other town that had a
senior hockey team and
that record, this stands
today!

When Craig Whyte
came back to Kenton
from college and took
over Whyte’s Lumber
and Insurance, he put
a stamp on the Kenton
Cougars hockey and
ball team. The hockey
team was formed. Craig
played with the Cougars,
coached them, managed
them, and lived the Cou-
gars and does so until
this very day although
the hockey team folded
a few years ago. The
Kenton Cougar hockey
team, really brought the
community togetherwith
the great fan support
they had. Fans followed
the team through thick
and thin.

AsImentioned earlier,
all the Provincial Cham-
pionships they won, all
9 of them were special,

including a 3 year run of
winning their division.
The Cougars enjoyed
playing someone other
than league teams, travel-
ling by bus to other towns
and had a huge following
from the locals who also
had a bus trip or two
over the years. Whathap-
pened on the bus, stayed
in the bus, except when,
do you remember when?

The bus trips and the
playoffseries they played
in against these other
teams just seemed to
bring out the best in the
team. Perhaps travelling
together was a huge part
of that.

There were 4 gentle-
men from Kenton who
would travel by car to
follow the Cougar Prov-
incial run in the playoffs
each spring. The thing
was they would leave in
the early afternoon to
go to an 8 or 8:30pm
start for a game whether
it was in Holland, Elgin
or Glenboro orany other
town you could think of.
I guess they just did not
want to be late and miss
getting the best seat in
the rink, except the rink
was probably not open
that early in the day. Can
youname the Fab 4 from
Kenton?

Next week, I will talk
about the Kenton Cou-
gars a little bit more and
throw out some names
you may remember! Until
then, happy trails!

Bike riding to
breakfast

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE WADDELL

Spring is in the air in Rapid City, MB! The Barclay family were out for early
morning breakfast at the Rapid City convenience store riding their bikes. It
is a great place for breakfast!

Rivers Legion Ladies
Auxiliary

By Lisa Smith
PusLICITY

The regular meeting
of the Rivers Ladies Le-
gion Auxiliary was held
February 24th,2026 in
the Rivers Legion upper
hall.

There were no new
applications for member-

¥ Vermeer

ship this month.

A donation was made
to the Rolling River Festi-
val of the Arts,aswellasa
donation to Deer Lodge
Foundation Hospital.

The winner of the free
2026 membership draw
was Marilyn Halliday.
Congratulations!!

The auxiliarywill help

with the Mealson Wheels
program for the month
of April.

Year end reports were
read.

A Green Team applica-
tion has been submitted.

There will be ten ban-
ners put up for the Ban-
ner Projectwhen weather
permits.

Cash Back and Low Rate
Financing Offers Available!

In Stock Balers:
605N Baler
604 Pro G4 Baler

6650 Rancher

‘mh . Virden Ag & Parts | 560 Commonwealth Drive, Virden | (204) 748-4469 | virdenag.ca

In Stock Rakes:
VR1224 Carted Wheel Rake
VR820 Carted Wheel Rake
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

BOOK NOW to get your free estimate for all your tree needs.

Call, text, or email. We will ‘go out on a limb’ for you!
Serving Rivers, Brandon, and
surrounding rural communities
for almost 20 years!
Our expert arborists are here to
Hamiota Brandon Birtle provide you with reliable tree care

Killarney  Pilot Mound Deloraine ) _ solutions to enhance the safety
Serving Rivers and area and aesthetics of your yard!

iota— -764- since 1915. idi
Hamlotg 71 Maplg Avg E 204-764-2544 TREE SERV'CES Tree Removal&stu_mp grldl_ng
Brandon—Unit E 2425 Victoria Ave 1-888-726-1995 Phone 204-727-0694 204-761-9777 Professional trimming/pruning
www.brockiedonovan.com - - Land clearing &
www.allianceaccounting.ca www.busybeavertreeservices.ca  property management

Hamiota's Hunt, Miller
& Co. LLP

Robert D. Harrison, Lawyer

204-764-2744 Phone 204-727-8491 or
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 204-328-7540
Dwayne Campbell (Thursdays, 2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

Brittany MacLellan

« Development Services

« Pond & Dugouts <
 Drive/Lane Construction e morle S
+Basoment hapel
* Excavation
* Laser Ditching & Drainage Cherish the Mermories
* Septic Systems locally owned and operated
Rivers, MB ROK 1X0 R 330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB R7A 7P3
204-761-8765 * Demolition 204.727.0330
kroegerbackhoe@gmail.com (R memorieschapel.com

Does Facebook support local?

Has your organization ever called
up Facebook and asked them for a
donation fo your cause? Local business
rely on local support to exist.

Box 430, 556-2nd Avenue
Rivers MB, ROK1X0
www.homehardware.ca

Shop local today. 204-328-7570
[ Stewart Endeavors )
WAY-MOR
Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/Belly AGENCIES LTD.
Dump Services - Excavating RIVERS OFFICE: OAK RIVER OFFICE:
. MON - FRI: 9:00 TO 5:00 TUES - FRI: 10:00 TO 3:00
stewartend2015@gmail.com [ELASEEA2-thm)
204-365-0086 201 ;VII:\IN ST, R.IVERS, MB Z)iﬁ%?yERF:bI‘VIIEBST.
Alex Stewart (204) 328-7540 (204) 566-2490

Box 916
: / GET AN INSURANCE QUOTE
\Rivers MB, ROK1XO BEST cHOICE REAL ESTATE BROKER
ONLY $30.00

Rivers CONTACT US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR SPACE! + BST PER WEEK

Banner riversbanner@outlook.com ~ 431-351-1628 when booked for 52

weeks
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— CLASSIFIEDS —

Announcement  Help Wanted Manitoba Community
Newspaper Association
CLASS 1 Province Wide Classifieds
TRUCK DRIVER

{Cmcna
Power Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

Use your LOGO!
Create instant top of
mind awareness
Showecase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $339.00
(includes 45 lines of
space)

The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers

Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

To run Canada - must
have experience

- Paid pick, drops,
layovers and stat pay

- Multi drop runs

- Benefit package

- Dedicated truck

- Sign On & Annual bonus

- BC Experience an Asset

- Reset at home

- Weekend home time

- Paid training

- Referral program

Derek (204) 793-7465

CENTENNIAL TRANSPORT
& LEASING LTD.

For Sale

— m— ENGINEERS

—

— GEOSCIENTISTS
MANITOBA

Engineers Geoscientists
Manitoba is hosting
FREE On-line and In
Person Public Open
Houses to discuss
potential updates to
The Engineering and
Geoscientific Professions
Act

Sessions are being held:
April 7 & April 16, 2026

For more information
about the potential
changes to the Act, or
to Register, or to provide
Feedback, if unable to
attend, please visit:

https://www.EngGeoMB.ca/
News.html#675

CASHFORALL GOLD,
SILVER & PLATINUM
COINS, BARS, JEWELRY,
BULLION, NUGGETS,
STERLING+!

Paying:

$5000 +/- per ounce 999+ Gold
999+ Silver $75+/- per ounce
US Silver dollars $60+
Canadian Silver dollars $40+
US & Can. silver 50 cents $18
25 cents $8, 10 cents $3 each

Also buying entire coin
collections, rare coins, old
money, Royal Canadian
Mint, Franklin Mint+++,

Call or text!
1-204-904-9705

(ontac

NOTICES
Advertisements and state-
ments contained hereinare
the sole responsibility of
the persons or entities that
post the advertisement,
and the Manitoba Com-
munity Newspapers As-
sociation and membership
do not make any warranty
as to the accuracy, com-
pleteness, truthfulness
or reliability of such ad-
vertisements. For greater
information on advertising
conditions, please consult
the Association’s Blanket
Advertising Conditions
on our website at www.
mcna.com.

URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES Have a
newsworthy item to
announce? An exciting
change in operations?
Though we cannot guar-
antee publication, MCNA
will getthe information into
the right hands for ONLY
$35.00 + GST/HST. Call
MCNA (204) 947-1691
for more information. See
www.mena.comunder the
“Types of Advertising” tab
for more details.

SPRING INTO SUCCESS!
Let us help you book
your blanket classified
ads, Response Builder
Ads or Power Builder

Ads across Manitoba, to
increase your marketing
presence. Let people
know about your busi-
ness, item for sale or
event, by placing an
ad with us! Your ad will
be seen in the MCNA
Member Newspapers, in
over 368,000+ homes in
Manitoba. Please Call
THIS NEWSPAPER NOW
to book, or call MCNA at
(204) 947-1691 for more
details orto book ads. Take
advantage of our great
pricing! MCNA - Manitoba
Community Newspapers
Association. www.mcna.
com

FOR SALE

Comic pocket book sets,
large variety, excellent
condition; Large display
of dinky toys c/w cabinets;
Heddon fishing lures &
metal signs c/w cabinet.
Call Bob 204-348-7731,
pictures at https://bob-
scollection.crd.co/

FEED AND SEED

FORAGE SEED FOR
SALE: Organic & con-
ventional: Sweet Clo-
ver, Alfalfa, Red Clover,
Smooth Brome, Meadow
Brome, Crested Wheat-
grass, Timothy, etc. Free
Delivery! Birch Rose Acres
Ltd. 306-921-9942.

PST off all groceries.

From roast chickens to salads, Budget 2026 will take
the tax off all groceries in Manitoba starting July 1,
to help save you money.

Manitoba 9

Manitoba.ca/Budget2026

Visit our website
www.riversbanner.com

Holding a community event’ |
tusto help spread the news about your community event o fundraiser

: WWw.rivershanner.com
Rlvers Banner 204-328-7494 + info@rivershanner.com

Advertise in the Classifieds!

Phone: (204) 328-7494

Email: info@riversbanner.com
Website: www.riversbanner.com

oty

Rivers
Banner

GAZETTE REPORTER
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Life in the slow lane
Childhood Memories

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

By the late 1950’s our old barn was getting pretty
much run down so plans were made to build a new
barn. Thiswas probably the last barn in the area to be
built, as more and more cattle shelterswere being built
so animals were not tied up in the barn. In the spring
of 1961, the projectbegan. Ed Graywho farmed north
of Oak Lake oversaw the building of the foundation.
He carefully measured, then built the forms to hold
the cement. After he completed this part of the job it
was time for cement. Gravel was hauled and cement
purchased to pour into the foundation. There were
no cement trucks back at that time in the area. Gravel,
cementand water were mixed in a cement mixerand a
wheelbarrow, then hauled it to where it was unloaded
and returned to be filled up again. Sounds like fun,
eh? It was hard work!

Lorne McNiven from Hamiota was hired as the
carpenter and oversaw the erection of the barn. When
the rafters were made, they were too long and when
attached to the barn, it was really high. The decision
was made to carry on.

I have said it before and I will say it again, farmers
are just the greatest people you could meet. While the
barn was built on my dad’s property, farmers from all
around the community came and helped build the
barn. There was lots of nail pounding to be done by
hammer, as well as a wee bit of stories with lots of
laughs and all round great banter. Pip Lonsdale was
a neighbour who came over to help and taught me
how to hammer nails. From then on whenever, I met
Pip, he called me spike.

We were still milking 9 or 10 cows at that time, but
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The barn built in 1961 on the Nolan farm near Kenton.

the cows got milked after dark. They were milked in
the old barn. The hydro had been disconnected and
hooked up to the new barn by this time. It was really
a cool thing for me, as we used a lantern to see prop-
erly. I thought this is what it was like before the days
ofhydro. My grandparents had done thisyears earlier.

Finally in the fall of 1961 the barn was finished.
We had a bit of snow by that time, as I remember the
loft doors had not yet been hung, so some snow had
come into the loft.

The first time the milk cows came into the new
barn, they did not know where to go or which stall
to go into. They trained quickly. After a time or two
they knew which was their stall. It never took much to
entice the cows, as we fed chop back in the day. After
the cows were put in their stall, we milked with lights
for the first time since early spring. YEA!

Barns are not built like this any more. There are
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calving barns and shelters built, but not like where all
the animals were put inside for the winter. The new
barn was great. In fact, in the winter it would get too
hot and the windows in the barn had to be left open.
It was nice to be warm on those cold winter nights, as
the old barn had a lot of open ventilation.

I remember all the neighbours who would come
and donate their time. I do not think there are too
many of them left who came and helped out, but we
thank them in our memories again for being such
great neighbours and friends.

I said earlier that farmers are just the greatest,
helping one another out. That is one thing in my
lifetime that I have noticed, farmers helping farmers
when in need.

If you see a farmer today, thank them and bless
them as they feed the world. Without farmers, the
world goes hungry!
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