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Rivers Karate Club Shines at Provincial  Jpside...
Championships

2026 TESA
AWARD

HAMIOTA
0B FAIR

Ryker and Leif Beishuizen competed in Winnipeg at the Karate Provincials. SUBMITTED PHOTO

ByCaronr‘nPhiIIips— c.hampi(?nships, showcasing the ha.rd work al}d dedica-
RIVERS BANNER tion of its students under the guidance of instructor
Ben Thompson.
The Rivers Karate Club has once again made a re-
markable impression at the recent provincial karate read more about the karate provincials on page 2...
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Rivers Kids

compete in

Provincial Karate

continued from page 1

The event saw participants from across Manitoba,
highlighting the vibrant karate community nurtured
by Karate Manitoba. The organization’s commitment
to fostering karate at all levels—from recreational
to elite—came to life through this competition, en-
couraging students to refine their skills and pursue
excellence.

Competing in a sport that emphasizes discipline,
respect, and perseverance, Rivers Karate Clubstudents
demonstrated their growth and skillsets in various
categories. Among them, three standout students
achieved an impressive feat by clinching bronze med-
als in their Kumite events. Kumite, which translates
to “sparring,”is a critical component of karate where
practitioners engage in a controlled, competitive
matchup. This aspect of karate is not merely about
contesting physical strength; it’san intricate dance of
strategy, technique, and sportsmanship, where com-
petitors perform a variety of offensive and defensive
maneuvers, including punches, kicks, and takedowns.

Winning a medal at the provincial level is no small
accomplishment, reflecting the countless hoursspent
training and preparing for this momentous event.
Each participant worked diligently to hone their
techniques, with their commitment evident in every
match. The bronze medalists exemplified the spirit
of karate, courageously facing their opponents while
adhering to the principles of respect and honor that
the martial art embodies.

Inaddition to the medalsearned, manystudents had
the opportunity to grade for their nextbeltlevel. Grad-

ing is an essential part of a karate student’s journey,
marking significant milestones in their martial arts
education. Each belt signifies not only a new level of
skill butalso the dedication and discipline required to
progress. This opportunity allows students to receive
valuable feedback from experienced judges, further
motivating them to enhance their techniques and
knowledge.

The success of the Rivers Karate Club at these prov-
incial championships serves as an inspiration for the
entire karate community in Manitoba. It reiterates
the importance of a supportive environment where
students feel encouraged to push their limits and
achieve their personal best. Instructor Ben Thomp-
son has played an instrumental role in fostering this
environment, nurturing young talent while instilling
core values crucial to martial arts practice.

The profound sense of camaraderie within the club
is evident, with members celebrating each other’s suc-
cesses and supporting one anotherin their individual
journeys. In doing so, they embody the collective
spirit of karate, where personal achievement is often
combined with a strong sense of belonging to alarger
community.

As the club looks forward to future competitions
and continued training, the achievements of these
students serve as a reminder of the power of persever-
ance, dedication, and teamwork. Congratulations to
all participants of the Rivers Karate Club—your hard
work has not gone unnoticed! Let’s continue to strive
for excellence and uphold the traditions of karate
as we pave the way for future generations of martial
artists in Manitoba.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Roman Budiwiski competed in Winnipeg at the
Karate Provincials.

Ingredients
4 Tbsp. unsalted butter
1 medium yellow onion, finely
chopped
2 stalks celery, thinly sliced
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
3 cups low-sodium chicken broth
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
1large head broccoli, finely chopped
1 large carrot, grated
2 cups whole milk
3 cups shredded cheddar, plus more
for serving

Directions

1. In a large pot over medium heat,
melt butter. Add onion and celery
and cook, stirring occasionally, until
softened, 7 to 9 minutes.

with salt and pepper.

| DRECECLT CEERRAR
SOUR

2. Whisk in flour and cook, stirring, until vegetables are coated, about 1 minute. Slowly
pour in broth; season with salt and pepper.

3. Stir in broccoli and carrots. Bring to a boil, then reduce heat to low. Simmer, stirring
occasionally, until vegetables are tender, 8 to 12 minutes.

4. Slowly add milk and bring to a simmer. Stir in cheddar until melted and smooth; season

5. Divide soup among bowls. Top with more cheddar.
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Who is getting married?
Tell us!
The Rivers Banner wants to
help you tell the community
about your big news!

Let everyone know your love story!

Rivers Banner

Rivers, MB
204-328-7494
WwWw.riversbanner.com
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Manitoba Government launches grocery

study, targets predatory pricing
Study will help identity ways to lower grocery
costs for Manitobans: Kinew, Sala

The Manitoba govern-
mentislaunchinga provin-
cialgrocerystudy toidentify
new ways to reduce food costs and improve affordability
forManitobans, Premier Wab Kinewand Finance Minister
Adrien Sala announced today.

“Manitobans are feeling the cost of groceries every
week,” said Kinew. “As a government, we have a respon-
sibility to make sure life is affordable for families. This
study is about going after the practices thatare driving up
prices and making sure grocery prices work for people,
not against them.”

As part of the study, the Manitoba government will
examine predatory or differential pricing practices,
including cases where companies use consumer data or
purchasing patterns to raise prices. These practices can
result in some consumers paying more than others for
the same groceries.

Consumers often cannot see or understand these
pricing practices at the checkout, the premier noted,
and this study will assess how pricing practices affect af-
fordability in Manitoba and identify options to improve
transparency, fairness and consumer protection.

“Asfinance minister, my job is to focus on two budgets,
the province’s budget and your household budget,” said
Sala. “This work will help identify real, workable steps to
bring grocery costs down and make life more affordable
for Manitobans.”

Governmentsacross Canadahave taken stepstoaddress
grocery affordability, Manitoba is taking aleadership role

Submitted
By MB GOVERNMENT

by launching one of the first comprehensive, province-
led studies focused on understanding grocery pricing
practices and identifying concrete actions to lower costs
for consumers.

“It’s great to see Manitoba leading the way on ensur-
ing a more free and fair market for its citizens,” said Vass
Bednar,managing director, Canadian Shield Institute and
co-author of The Big Fix. “This study comes at a critical
time, as these kinds of exploitative pricing tactics risk the
fundamentals of a free market. The focus needs to be
on ensuring a competitive market, grounded in privacy
legislation that doesn’t allow anyone to use citizen’s data
to exploit them.”

The grocery study delivers on a commitment made
in the 2025 throne speech, the minister noted, and will
take a comprehensive look at food prices and affordabil-
ity provincewide, including access, availability, market
concentration and pricing practices that contribute to
higher grocery costs.

The study will build on recent Manitoba government
measures, including freezing the price of a one-litre jug
of milk through 2026, reducing restrictive covenants in
the grocerysectortoincrease competition, expanding the
universal school nutrition program to ensure children
have access to food at school and doubling the prenatal
benefit to help expectant parents manage food costs.

The Manitoba government will share updates as the
study progresses and will continue working to address
the rising cost of living across the province, the minister
added.

Locally created crossword

Across
1. Muscle tie

) .

6. 1701 in Rome
11. Virginal
12. Decorates

11

12 13

14

14. Commanding

16. Course abbr.

17. Has verbal humour 16

18. Cut the grass

19. Former Italian money 19

21. Tsx formerly

22. Boxer Tyson 23

23. Invalidates, voids

25. Lent 27
27. Consumed -
28. John Lennon’s wife 99 |30
29. Clumsy oaf

32. Homophone of jewels 35

. Elevator inventor

. Canada’s U.N. ambassador "
(2020 2025)

8. Chickenpox scar

. Exclamation of surprise 43

. Carried on a war

. An alphabet run 46
. Became progressively worse

46. Sniffle in a fretful way 48

47. Deletes

48. Reads a bar code Answers on page 10
49. Inward depressions

caused by blows

Down

1. A person physically
confined to home

2. Fatherly control

3. Fire remains

4. Load a ship’s cargo
5. Good points

6. Hot wheels maker
7. June 6, 1944

8. Small bed

20. Cars

(2wds)

9. Person who studies crime
10. Bring into effect (as
constitutional right)

11. “Cheers” waitress

13. Stitched up

15. It is contraction

22. Be brave enough to deal
with a difficult situation

24. MGM’s lion
26. A win in tic-tac-toe

Created by David Harris of Oak River, MB

29. Merchandise

30. Capital of Greece

31. Paths through the woods
32. Made mocking remarks,
taunted

. Sound reverberations

. Pelts, hides

. In the past

. Small song bird

41. Challenge to a task

. Gabor of “Green Acres”
. Colour in the sun
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Join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

RIVERS
COMMUNITY
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447 Edward Street ~ 204-328-7882 r
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CancerCareManitoba
ActionCancerManitoba

Brought 1o you by

CancerCare Manitoba
FOUNDATION

ANt id s o Mt

HPV causes
cancer in
100

Manitobans

VACCINE & SCREEN

each year

to prevent
cervical cancer.

PracticePrevention.ca

THE HAMIOTA DISTRICT HEALTH
CENTRE FOUNDATION INC.
BURSARY FUND

« Invites 4th and 5th year students enrolled
in a health-related program to apply for
this $2000.00 bursary. Contact vwilson@
inetlinkwireless.ca or bennett2@goinet.ca

o Invites Grade 12 students wishing to enroll in
a health-related program to apply
for this $1000.00 bursary.
Contact
vwilson@inetlinkwireless.
ca or bennett2@goinet.ca

DEADLINE:
MARCH 31, 2026

lifes milestones

Births Birthdays
Anniversaries Engagements
Graduations & More!

Congratulations
Weddings

...by announcing them
in the Rivers Banner!

G 431.351.1628
@ riversbanner@outlook.com
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By Chad Carpenter

Some things that need to be said

trouble in our world, I feel there
are some things that need to be
said and passed on.

Just because I (or anybody else)
says things doesn’t mean you have
to agree. But just because we don’t
agree, also doesn’t mean different
ideas shouldn’t be spoken.

I'believe that the English language
has always been evolving but I also
believe that our language has not
beenimproving. There are wordsand
phrases being tossed around today
that have abandoned any relation
to root meanings. Our language is
being used both carelessly and ma-
liciously in attempts to re-shape our
concepts of human endeavour, health
and culture.

Ialso believe we are being flooded
with information from both main-
stream media and social media that
i1s mostly used to distract us from
important issues of family and com-
munity. I am mostly beyond caring
whatpoliticians say about the United
States or any other parts of the world
except Ganada, more specifically, I
care about Manitoba and even more
precisely western Manitoba.

It’simportant to know about other
areas of the world but no matter how
much we care, no matter how much
we worry or despair, it isn’t going to
change much. At the very least, we
should swap despair for prayer as
our prayers will do more good than
worry or despair.

Events at Tumbler Ridge last week
were very disturbing but they weren’t
surprising. Mass killings are becom-
ing commonplace even in Canada.
Perpetrators of such crimes are very
sick people and they no doubt need
help long before they act out their
horrid fantasies. Regardless of where
the mental illness comes from, would
be harm-doers need help, quickly
and firmly.

In the midst of terror, turmoil and

GENTRE
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KEN W ADDELL

e I am very disappointed that we only
take relatively shallow attempts to
protect people from harmful actions
to themselves and others. I have little
or no patience with safe drug centres.
Hard drug addicts are breaking the
law, are a danger to themselves and
to others. They need to be held in
a safe environment until they have
recovered. That would be costly but
it would save policing and healthcare
costs and be more beneficial to hard
drug addicts. The same applies to
homeless (unhoused) people. We
aren’t actually short of housing in
Canada when we consider how many
people own multiple homes. That
situation has existed for centuries in
Western culture and it’s not likely
to change unless we switch to com-
munism and that hasn’t worked out
all that well.

If we have to slow the level of immi-
gration and foreign student inflows,
so be it. Not my first choice but until
we can catch up on housing, there
doesn’t appear to be a better choice.

* Some people will be upset by this
next statement but humans and ani-
mals are born male or female. There
are rare intersex exceptions in the
human population but it’s less than
.02 per cent. In cattle, there can be an
intersex or hermaphroditic specimens.
Thave actually only seen thatsituation
once. It is very rare.

I have always felt that all children
should be encouraged by loving par-

ents or guardians to become whatever
they want tobecome. In today’s world
almost every occupation under the
sun is available and attemptable for
anyone. I don’t buy into the idea that
you can become whatever you want to
be as there are some realisticlimits. In
my own case, growing up to be all of
five foot nine and weighing over 200
pounds, there was scant chance that
I could make it to the university pole
vaulting team.

My message is don’t let anyone tell
you (including yourself) that you can’t
achieve realistic goals and you will be
successful and content.

And I carefully use the word con-
tent, nothappy. Inbetween mysecond
and third year university, I decided
I was going to quit, drop out. I went
to the Student Advisor, Doctor Anna
Storgaard and said I wasn’t happy.
She asked, “Whoever promised you
would always be happy”? I realized
nobody had promised me happiness.
Looking back not only did I know
what Dr. S was telling me but after
almost 60 years later, I have almost
always been content. Content to fin-
ish university, I have also been very
content to be a politician at all three
levels of government, a husband for
57 years, a father, grandfather and
great grandfather. And yes, content
with many friends and customers.

Disclaimer: The views expressedin this
column are the writer’s personal views and
are not to be taken as being the view of the

newspaper staff.

IFHOMEBODIES]
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Four score...

1ighty. At one time the age of eighty was indicative
of an old person. Truthfully, I recall thinking my

grandparents were ancient when they were in
their sixties. Now I am eighty years old. I don’t know
exactly what I think of that because I've never been this
age before. I recall a rather unique individual that asked
me ‘how old would you be if you didn’t know how old
you were?’ Good question, cause I am having difficulty
seeing myself as four score.

There hasbeenagreatdeal of reflection and introspec-
tion this month. First I looked at the decades. One to
ten. Lived with my parents, an older sister and a younger
sister in the Kane District before moving to Graysville.
Hated the move, walked home from school one day.

Ten to twenty. Got to love school, it was a safe place.
Excelled in sports, volleyball team, curling and track
and field. Was selected to attend the United Nations
Seminar in Winnipeg - first time I attended Rainbow
Stage- was the class valedictorian, and enjoyed school
so much I attended an extra year and still didn’t master.
European History for the 1500’!

Now twenty to thirty was a gong show! I married, bore
two children, divorced (I realized quite quickly that God
had not created me to be a human punching bag!), settled
into being a single parent, remarried, gaining two bonus
children. There were a number of moves in that decade.
Was blessed with a stable home, another child, another
move - this time into the Riding Mountain area - with
new adventures.

By the time I was forty the older children were marry-
ing and leaving home and life was full and rich. Fifty to
sixty sped by. Grandchildren filled our home and our
hearts. One more major move, off the farm and onto the
acreage. Challenges and adventures there!

Sixty to seventy. Accepted the loss of my partner,
support and cheerleader after forty years and one day of
marriage. Experienced muchjoy and deep sorrowin that
decade. The grandchildren were marrying and gifting
me with great grandchildren. I was gaining training for
the work I so enjoy.

Seventy to eighty. I wasblessed with a relationship with
aman of honour and integrity, humour and wisdom. Six
years of loving and living together, another deep grief.
I purchased a home. The first time I was the only one
in one the decision making, and I still love it. Children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren still fill my life
with love and laughter.

Fourscore. Andinall those yearsI have been privileged
to travel: on family camping trips, visiting family all over
the world, trips with friends and family. From coast to
coast to coast, driving. Major flights to Australia, Ma-
laysia and Thailand, Moscow, Paris (x2), Great Britain
(x2), Iceland, Iona (x2), Holland, Poland, Ireland and
who knows where next!

Eighty years old. Through it all, for all times, my
anchor is my faith. “ Many things about tomorrow I
don’t seem to understand. But I know who holds tomor-
row and I know who holds my hand.”
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Future focused: students discover career paths in Hamiota

By Anne Davison
RIVERS BANNER

Grades 9 to 11 students from Birtle, Shoal Lake,
Strathclair and Hamiota attended Hamiota’s second
career fairheld on Feb.10in Hamiota Community Hall.
At Career Connection students met many local people,
bornandraised in the areawho are now employed here.

Students arrived in groups throughout the day and
circulated through 27 booths to discover careers in
health, technology, education, law enforcement, agri-
culture, finance, insurance, emergency response, and
trades. Here students metlocal business owners in live-
stockand cropping industriesand in businessessuch as
Home Hardware where David Rawlings presented the
opportunity for an appliance repair service.

Just over 40 Grades 10 and 11 students from Birtle
Collegiate Institute got oftf the bus after lunch at Hami-
ota Community Hall.

A career fair helps youth to think in concrete terms
aboutthe future. Collegiate principal Stacie Stonehouse
had herstudentsfilling outasurveyafter they circulated
throughout the displays.

Asked what got her attention, a Grade 11 student,
Jasmine, commented on the ACC (Assiniboine Com-
munity College) booth and Manitoba Hydro. She said,
“It’s very interesting to see all the different jobs here.”
She noted that Hydro provides good job opportunities,
providing “different roads to follow.”

Two Grade 10 boys were working on their surveys.
Joel said, “There are a lot of businesses that I've never
heard of.”He cited the apprentice board. “Ididn’tknow
that there was a direct board you can go to, tolook into
trades. Maybe pursue a career in trades.”

Kyle said, “I was surprised... there’s so many oppor-
tunities right around here.”

Patand Brian Kirk were working in the hall kitchen.
Pat is part of the Hamiota Alliance Committee, one
of the sponsors of the fair. She explained the career
fair was a pilot program that they ran last year for just
Hamiota students and this year it was expanded to
include three other schools “so students can see where
their future could lie.”

The hall board provided snacks for purchase and
free coffee for the vendors. Hamiota Alliance paid for
the hall rent.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Students visit the EMS booth where four Primary Care Paramedics can discuss this key medical role.

Jacinta Doupe, born and raised in the Hamiota area,
has returned six years later as a physiotherapist
working with Dynamic Physiotherapy located in
Hamiota Healing complex at 49, 3rd St. SE. She said
students stopped to talk, many of them athletes
who showed interest in the process of becoming a
physiotherapist.

Jenna Smid and Nathan Lewis represent
Apprenticeship Manitoba where students learned
about a wide variety of careers in the trades where
careers can be launched right out of high school.

SPORTS

JETS SET FOR GUARTERFINAL CLASH WITH OIL KINGS

By Robin Wark
RIVERS BANNER

The Rivers Jets are ready for the Tiger Hills Hockey
League playoffs.

After a strong regular season, the senior team had
a first-round bye and waited for their opponent. The
top three teams from the THHL regular season were
allowed to select their opponentsfrom the first-round
survivors. The Jets, who finished fourth, were matched
up with the No. 5 Virden Oil Kings.

“We are hoping to go on a deep playoff run,” Jets
coach Ryan Lamb said. “Hopefully, we can getalot of
fans from town to come down and support the boys
like they have been for the past four years.”

Things get started for the Jets on Feb. 20 when they
host the Oil Kings. Game two is in Virden on Feb. 21.
The third contest is Feb. 24 in Rivers. The quarter-
final is a best-of-five series. If needed, game four is
in Virden on Feb. 25, while a fifth contest would be
on Feb. 28 in Rivers.

The Jets are led by captain Riley Shamray. The
defenceman finished 12th in the league in scoring
with 31 points in 18 games. In his second season,

Luke DeCorby emerged as a prolific point producer.
He was fourth in the THHL scoring race with 43 in
18 games. DeCorby led the team with 18 goals, while
Kalen Huibers was second with 14.

One of the Rivers team’s strengths is its goaltend-
ing. Riley Lamb had a 7-4-1 record with a 2.65 goals
against average. Layne Anderson was 6-0-0 in the
regular season with a 2.21 GAA. Logan Bridges also
backstopped Rivers to a win.

In the firstround of the playoffs, the Oil Kings swept
the Souris Elks 2-0, earning 5-2 and 12-3 victories.
Shawn Bowles led the team with five goals and 12
points in two games. Goaltenders Riley Wallace and
Duncan Paddock each earned a win.

The Oil Kings feature three of the THHL’s top 10
regular season scorers and three of the top 13. Brad
Bowles topped the league with 75 points, 47 assists,
and 28 goalsin 18 games. Tanner Koroscil was second
in the THHL with 50 points and 27 goals. In only
eight games, Shawn Bowles racked up 33 points to
finish eighth in the scoring race. Elisha Bambridge
finished 13th with 30 points in 13 games.

The Jets were 14-4-1-0 in the regular season. When
asked what he was most pleased with about the regu-

lar season, Ryan Lamb said, “Obviously, playing well
enough to get the first round bye is an easy plus for
the season, but overall I was happy with how our team
competed night in and night out.”
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Oak River looks to attract store manager

By Anne Davison
RIVERS BANNER

ak River needs an entrepreneur to open the
O town’s grocery store - there’s a great deal
awaiting the right person.

Small towns have dwindled year by year since the
1950s, but of late, that trend is turning around as new
familiesarelocating in small townswhile baby boomers
are retiring within their communities. On that note,
there are some services a village just has to have, as
Oak River is finding out, since its grocery store fell
on hard times, and closed in early 2025.

While the former grocery sits empty on main street,
that could soon change if the Community Develop-
ment Corporation (CDC) can find the right manager.
Chairman of Oakview CDC, Bob Turnbull, isaretired
Oak River businessman with an appreciation for his
town and entrepreneurial optimism.

He says that for someone willing to operate the gro-
cery store in Oak River, the CDC can provide a huge
boost. “We just want to have a store in our town....
I'm trying to find a manager.”

He describes the deal: “We will pay hydro, water
and taxes for two years. And there will be no rent for
two years.”

A store manager will be responsible for running
the business; for stocking the shelves, hiring staff and
paying wages.

Turnbull points to the success of Friendly’s Grocery
Store in Inglis, Manitoba where a community effort
ensured they had a grocery store. According to a story
about it in The Western Producer, Sept. 4, 2015, by
Karen Morrison: “Sixty-eight people pitched in $1,000
each with no foreseeable return on theirinvestment to

Like Ken & Lynn, you can:

GET A FREE HOME
ENERGY CHECK-UP.

With the Energy Efficiency Assistance Program, you can also:

PHOTO BY KEN WADDELL

Oak River Co-op store continues to stand empty awaiting a new owner.

ensure their community had a grocery store.... They
created Friendly’s Grocery Co-op Inc. in Inglis after
consulting with the western Manitoba community of
150 people and researching co-operatives.”

There are some differences between the solid farm
community of Oak River and Inglis, a tiny community
located on Hwy 83 in the resort area of Lake of the
Prairies.

Oak River area has a population of just over 400.
With a credit union, school, daycare, repair shop, tire

shop and fuel sales, abattoir, seniors’ residence and a
busy rink, the grocery store is a key service. The com-
munity wants to have it back.

Turnbull says that according to the Inglis model,
“If you can get 30 per cent of the people in the area
buying from you, it will make money.”

Speaking for his own family he says, “If we get this
thing up and running, I will definitely use it more.
You don’t realize what you don’t have until you don’t
have it.”

Did you Know?

@ Get your home insulated for FREE (including the materials and

the installation).

@ Get a new natural gas furnace upgrade for $9.50* or $25** per month

for 5 years.

@ Get FREE energy efficient light bulbs, showerheads and aerators,
air sealing products, and other energy saving items.

Find out if you qualify today

efficiencyMB.ca/EEAP §V

204-944-8181 or toll free 1-844-944-8181

*When replacing a standard efficiency natural gas furnace.
**When replacing a mid-efficiency natural gas furnace.
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Submitted
By METRO CREATIVE

According to the Alz-
heimer’s Association,
a certain type of trau-
matic brain injury (TBI)
can increase a person’s
risk of developing Alz-
heimer’s or another type
of dementia. A TBI that
results from an impact
to the head disrupts
normal brain function,

FICIENCY
ANITOBA

PHOTO BY METRO CREATIVE

that cognitive changes
after a TBI are among
the most common, most
disabling and longest-
lasting symptoms that
result from such injuries,
which can affect the abil-
ity tolearn and remember
new information and
compromise a person’s
ability to concentrate,
organize thoughts and
plan effective strategies
for completing tasks.

and that disruption can
elevate the injury suf-
ferer’s risk for dementia.
The Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation notes that further
research into the link
between TBIs and de-
mentia risk is necessary,
as some people experi-
ence TBIs after a blow to
the head and do not de-
velop dementia. But the
Alzheimer’s Association
also notes thatitis known
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Earlierin February, holding the trophy as Zone 10 winners Hamiota Huskies Girls
Curling also competed in the girls provincial championships: Maddison Currah
(lead), Brady Gregory (skip), Shelby Nowosad (third) and Lauren Soutar (second).

By Anne Davison
RIVERS BANNER

At the Manitoba Provincial Mixed
Double Curling championship held
in Hamiota over the weekend the
Hamiota mixed doubles team of Lucy
Soutar and Matao Finnie chalked up
three wins in play against the Dakota
Lancers (7-6), Stonewall Rams (6-4)
and Edward Schreyer Barons (8-4).
A great effort from these two grade
9 students.

Congratulations are in order to
Cup winners - the undefeated Mor-
den Thunder. Ed Schreyer Barons
took silver.

Hamiota’s Huskies were defeated
by the Swan Valley Tigers 6-4 and
tournament winners, Morden Thun-
der 10-1.

Following round robin play the
Huskies, sitting 3rd, lost to West
Kildonan Wolverines 2-6. The Wol-
verines curled to a third-place win
over Baldur Vikings.

Hamiota hosted a banquet where
the 12 teams were invited for intro-
ductions on Friday, Feb. 13, in the

Hamiota & District Sports Complex.
HCI teacher Chris Obach organized
the tournament.

Also on this past weekend, Girls
High School Curling championship
was hosted by Maples Collegiate in
Winnipeg. Out of 16 teams and four
pools, the Hamiota Huskies team
of grade 11 students was skipped by
Brady Gregory, with Maddison Cur-
rah (Lead), Shelby Nowosad (Third)
Lauren Soutar (Second) and Kendra
Dale (spare). The team made it into
playoffs sitting 2nd in their pool.
They lost that game against the 1st
in pool 4 to end their games.

For Manitoba High Schools Ath-
letic Association, Chad Falk, the
executive director noted that future
curling champs will arise from the
high school curling championships.

Major corporate partners in-
clude: Dairy Farmers of Manitoba,
Manitoba’s Credit Unions, Boston
Pizza, Luscious Orange, Manitoba
Hydro, Manitoba Pork, Merit, CPHR,
Manitoba Turkey Producers, Bunge,
Manitoba Building Trades, and Sport
Manitoba.

Visit our Website:
www.riversbanner.com
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Huskies strong competitors in provincial curling

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON
In Manitoba Mixed Doubles Curling on the weekend, Lucy Soutar holds the
broom as Mateo Finnie throws his red rock in the Hamiota Curling rink.

Join our virtual public meeting,
your opportunity to ask and learn

how we provide Energy for Life.

Monday, February 23 at 7:00 p.m.

For more information, visit
hydro.mb.ca/publicmeeting

7N\ Manitoba
Hydro ,
energy for life

To request accessible formats
visit hydro.mb.ca/accessibility.
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Under The Dome

Education funding
increase doesn’t keep
up with rising costs

By Greg Nesbitt, MLA
RIDING MOUNTAIN CONSTITUENCY

Manitoba families in the Riding Mountain
Constituency may start feeling the impact of the
NDP’srecent school funding announcement. Last
week, the NDP highlighted a 3.5 per centincrease
in school funding. While this shows some invest-
ment in education, a closer look suggests that the
increase may not fully keep pace with the costs
schools are facing.

For the 2026-27 school year, Manitoba’s school
operating funding is set to increase by just $51
million, down from $53.1 million in 2025-26. At
the same time, inflation in the province sits at
3.7 per cent, meaning the funding increase of 2.9
per cent is actually a cut in real terms. Schools in
Riding Mountain Constituency are already feeling
the pinch, and these figures indicate the pressure
is only going to grow.

For example, Rolling River received a 1.2% in-
crease, Park West 1.0%, and Fort La Bosse 1.5%.
When these modest increases are considered
alongside inflation and rising salary costs, school
boards may face difficult choices in balancing their
budgets. Many experts are warning that Manitoba
families should brace for another round of signifi-
cant school tax increases if the NDP continues
down this path.

School nutrition programs and critical support
forstudents, are also under strain. Funding remains
frozen at $30 million, despite food prices rising
nearly 6 per centacross Manitoba. This means fewer
resources for students who rely on school mealsand
even greater financial pressure on schools already
struggling to meet operating costs.

The timing of these shortfalls could not be worse.
Schooldivisionsare grappling with major new costs
from teacher salary harmonization. Salaries and
benefits are rising faster than provincial funding,
leaving school boards with difficult choices: either
reduce programs or pass the costs onto families
through higher school property taxes.

Families deserve strong public schools without
being forced to shoulder higher taxes. Properly
funding schools to reflect real costs, rather than
shifting the burden onto property owners, is the
only sustainable way to support students and com-
munities. Manitobans deserve funding thatis fair,
transparent and keeps taxes manageable while
ensuring every child receives a quality education.

The challenges facing local families do not
stop at education. Constituents in my riding have
been contacting my office with urgent concerns
about health care failures across the region. Many
residents report difficulties accessing care, and
there are widespread frustrations over the NDP’s
backtracking on agency nurse supports, leaving
hospitals short-staffed. Alarmingly, recent news
stories have highlighted increased deaths in Mani-
toba hospitals, underscoring the human cost of
underfunded health care services.

GAzZETTE-REPORTER

Rivers
Banner

WE HELP MAKE
YOUR BUSINESS
MORE CREATIVE

Do you have a Large print job?
We offer special pricing on large
volumes of printing

* Business cards

* Envelopes

* Invoices, purchase orders and statements
* Brochures, booklets and flyers

* Raffle tickets

e |nvitations and postcards
* Gift certificates

e Anything you have in mind!

Rivers, MB
204-328-7494

info@riversbanner.com
www.riversbanner.com
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Riding Mountain MLA Greg Nesbitt

Families in Riding
Mountain Constituency
are juggling multiple
pressures, from school
funding that may not
keep pace with rising
costs to healthcare ser-
vices that are stretched
thin. These experiences
reflect a broader need
for practical solutions
that support commun-
ities without placing
an undue burden on
families.

Riding Mountain resi-
dents deserve assurance
that essential services,
from quality education
to reliable healthcare,
are available when need-
ed. Manitobans are pay-
ing close attention and
are looking for govern-
ments to follow through
on their commitments
with tangible support
for families. They want
solutions that make a
real difference in daily
life, rather than leav-
ing families to manage
growing pressures on
their own.

Greg Nesbitt is the
Member of Legislative
Assembly for the Riding
Mountain Constitu-
ency. He can be reached
at 204-759-3313, toll-
free: 1-844-877-7767 or
by email at: gregnesbit-
tmla@mymts.net. When
contacting our office,
please include your
name, address and a
daytime phone number.

ADVERTISE WITH US!

Reach your TARGET audience.

(431) 351-1628 ~ rivershanner@outlook.com
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Manitoba Hydro
Integrated Resource Plan & Major New Facility
Public Review

On February 2, 2026, the Manitoba Government referred Manitoba Hydro's 2025
Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”) to the Public Utilities Board (“PUB") for its review and
recommendations.

The IRP examines how best to meet Manitoba Hydro’s expected short-term (2030) and
long-term (2035) growth in electricity consumption with different options to increase
electricity supply. The primary objective of the IRP is to plan for safe and reliable energy
that meets the evolving needs of Manitobans. The IRP includes both Manitoba Hydro’s
electrical system and the natural gas system operated by Manitoba Hydro's subsidiary
Centra Gas Manitoba Inc.

Manitoba Hydro’s IRP includes its recommended future development plan, which
incorporates a major new generating facility consisting of three new simple cycle
combustion turbines at the Brandon Generating Station that will provide approximately
750 MW of capacity. In addition to the IRP, the needs for and alternatives to Manitoba
Hydro's proposed new natural gas generating facility will be referred to the PUB for its
review and recommendations.

The PUB will be conducting a public regulatory review over the coming months into both
the IRP and the proposed major new natural gas generating facility. While these reviews
by the PUB will not immediately result in a change to the rates charged by Manitoba
Hydro, the costs of the new generating facility and other aspects of the development plan
are expected to have an impact on future electricity rates.

Further details related to the upcoming review are available at: www.pubmanitoba.ca.

You can share your views on the filing with the Public Utilities Board in
three ways:

« AsaPresenter - If you want to make a virtual or in-person formal presentation to
the Public Utilities Board on this matter and are willing to respond to questions about
your presentation, please submit an application to become an approved Presenter
using the application form linked on the PUB website (www.pubmanitoba.ca) by
June 18, 2026. Presentations are limited to a maximum of 10 minutes and presenters
will be scheduled to appear during the hearing in August.

e Written comment - If you would like to comment in writing on this review, please go
to www.pubmanitoba.ca and provide your written comment.

« Asan approved intervener - If you want to actively participate in the public hearing
as an Intervener, please go to www.pubmanitoba.ca and apply for Intervener status
on or before February 24, 2026. Interveners are required to represent the interests of
a significant group of customers and may be required to combine their intervention
with others representing similar interests.

A Pre-Hearing Conference with prospective Interveners will be held in the
Board’s hearing room, at the address below, commencing at 9:00 a.m. on
Monday March 2, 2026.

Manitoba Public Utilities Board
400-330 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 0C4
Phone: 204 945 2638 - Email: publicutilities@gov.mb.ca

To request accessible formats visit hydro.mb.ca/accessibility.

@ Five days . Wheelchair
notice L, access is
required. b available.
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Tender

Help Wanted

Announcement

2026 GRAVEL CRUSHING TENDER NOTICE

Hamiota Municipality is inviting tenders
to crush 30,000 cubic yards of % inch Traffic Gravel by September 30, 2026
Sealed tenders will be accepted until 4:00 pm on Friday, February 27, 2026
For Tender documents and Specifications or for more information please

forward inquiries to:

Lorra Eastcott CAO, Hamiota Municipality
P.0. Box 100, Hamiota MB. ROM 0TO
Tel : 204-764-3050 ext 105
Email: cao@hamiota.com

inquiries to:

2026 ROAD GRAVELLING TENDER NOTICE

Hamiota Municipality is inviting tenders
to spread 13,290 - cubic yards of Traffic Gravel on Municipal roads transported
from a gravel pit located at SE ¥4 5-11-22 WPM between May and July 31, 2026.

Sealed tenders will be accepted until 4:00 pm on Friday, February 27, 2026 For
Tender documents and Specifications or for more information please forward

Lorra Eastcott CAO, Hamiota Municipality
P.0. Box 100, Hamiota MB. ROM 0TO
Tel : 204-764-3050 ext 105
Email: cao@hamiota.com

Help Wanted Auctions
Invitation to Attend Online McSherry
Virtual Public Presentation Auctions
Rolling River School Division Estate & Movin
8 9
2026-2027 Proposed Budget Wed, Feb.25 @ 700 PM
6:00 p.m. Estate and Moving
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 Wed Mar.4 @ 700 PM
Access the presentation via a link on the Now Accepting
Rolling River School Division Consignments!

(RRSD) website homepage
hitps://www.rrsd.mb.ca/

A summary of the proposed budget will be
available on the RRSD website on
February 27, 2026
links as follows
Governance — Budget/Finance- Upcoming Budget

For Sale

Cash 4 Coin TURN YOUR STASH

Collections! INTO CASH!!!
—
Z—

Also BUYING OId Now buying GOLD,

Jewelry, Nuggets, SILVER & PLATINUM.

Bullion, Gold, Silver, Buying old Jewelry,

Platinum, Sterling
Silverware, Franklin
Mint sets, Royal
Canadian Mint Coins,
pre 1937 Paper
Money, old coins,
numismatists, Rare
Coins, Silver Coins,
Gold coins, etc.
Covering Winnipeg & Rural
Manitoba. | drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD:
1-204-904-9705

Broken Jewelry, Bullion,
Bars, Ingots, Wafers,
Nuggets, Gold dust,
Dental Gold, Coins,

Coin Collections,
Numismatics, Sterling
Silverware & more!
Estate liquidations of
Precious Metals.
| PAY CASH!
Covering Winnipeg & Rural
Manitoba. | drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD: 1-204-904-9705

(all us to arrange dropping
off your unwanted items for

the auction!
McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858

or 204-886-7027
mcsherryltd@gmail.com

For Sale

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!
50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Truck
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Computers *Medical
*All phones *Chargers
*Marine *RV & more
Shipping/Delivery avail.
THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.
Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

R.M. of Oakview
PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT

AND ROAD MAINTENANCE
OPERATOR- FULL TIME

to be negotiated.

is found.

The Rural Municipality of Oakview features the communities of Oak River,
Cardale, Rapid City and Basswood within a total area of 1120 square km, and
a population of approximately 1630 residents.

Under supervision of the Manager of Public Works the successful applicant will operate municipal
equipment, perform regular maintenance on all municipal equipment and any attachments, maintain
municipal roads and ditches. General duties include operating municipal equipment as and when required to
maintain roads and ditches, streets, lanes, public spaces (grading in the summer and snow plowing in the winter).
Check on road signs and replace any that are in disrepair or are missing, mark roads with proper signage if required,
recondition machinery in off season, and all other duties as prescribed.

Although work will be primarily assigned in a designated area, either urban, utility, or rural, assistance may be required
by other Public Works Departments, Assistance must be given based on qualifications, availability, ability, and need.

Applicants should have experience operating and maintaining heavy equipment including, but not limited to, graders,
loaders, gravel trucks, mowers, efc. Have good mechanical aptitude. Be willing to learn and continue professional
development efforts. Have a valid Class 5 Manitoba Driver's License, and Class 3 Drivers License would be an asset.

The right candidate can expect a comprehensive salary and benefits package consistent with the collective agreement

Individuals interested in this position should send a resume and cover letter to CAO Mark Humphries RM of Oakview,
PO Box 179, Oak River, MB, ROK 1T0, or email cao@rmofoakview.ca. The selection committee intends to review
applications as early as February 18, 2026; however, applications will continue to be accepted until the right candidate

We thank all who apply and advise that only those selected for further consideration will be contacted.

{Cmcna

Response Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!
Create instant top of
mind awareness
« Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event
« We formatit, to
make it look great!
Starting at $239.00
(includes 35 lines of
space)
« The ads blanket the
province and runin
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers
Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

Manitoba Community
Newspaper Association
Province Wide Classifieds

NOTICES

Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein are
the sole responsibility of
the persons or entities that
post the advertisement, and
the Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association and
membership do not make any
warranty as to the accuracy,
completeness, truthfulness
orreliability of such advertise-
ments. For greaterinformation
on advertising conditions,
please consult the Asso-
ciation’s Blanket Advertising
Conditions on our website at
WWW.MCNa.com.

URGENT PRESS RELEAS-
ES - Have a newsworthy
item to announce? An ex-
citing change in operations?
Though we cannot guarantee
publication, MCNAwill getthe
informationintothe righthands
for ONLY $35.00 + GST/HST.
Call MCNA (204) 947-1691

for more information. See
www.mcna.com under the
“Types of Advertising” tab for
more details.

NOW BOOKING YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
SPRING 2026! Let us help
you book your blanket
classified ads across Mani-
toba, and increase your
presence! If have a booth
at any upcoming TRADE
SHOWS, advertise, and let
peopleknowthatyouwillbe
there by placing an ad with
us! Your ad will be seenin the
MCNAMember Newspapers,
in over 368,000+ homes
in Manitoba. Please Call
THIS NEWSPAPER NOW to
book, or call MCNA at (204)
947-1691 for more details or
to book ads. Take advantage
of our great pricing! MCNA
- Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association.
WWW.mcha.com

RTMS

WILBERT
GIESBRECHT
HOMES

Celebrating
over 40 years
of building
quality RTMs.

Check out our website
for floorplans.

Custom builds also
available.

Taking orders for
delivery Summer 2026.

Phone: 204-346-3231
www.wgiesbrechthomes.ca

Contact us to help spread the news
Rivers Banner .

Holding a community event!
about your community event or fundraiser

What Feppens when you
don't adverte!

Vey Lirmi,

SUPPORT YOUR

LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Advertise * Report+ Donate

Www.riversbanner.com
-7494 + info@rivershanner.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY | e

Hamiota—71 Maple Ave E 204-764-2544

YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES Brandon—Unit E 2425 Victoria Ave 1-888-726-1995

www.allianceaccounting.ca

BOOK NOW to get your free estimate for all your tree needs. Hamiota’s
Call, text, or email. We will ‘go out on a limb’ for you!
Serving Rivers, Brandon, and
surrounding rural communities
for almost 20 years!

Our expert arhorists are here to
provide you with reliable tree care

solutions to enhance the safety _ )
and aesthetics of your yard! Serving Rlvelrglagd area 204-764-2744
Tree Removal & stump griding since .
TREE SERVICES = "emor imminglorning Phone 204.727-0694 FUNERAL DIRECTORS
204-761-9777 Land clearing & www.brockiedonovan.com Dwayne Campbell

www.busybeavertreeservices.ca  property management Brittany MacLellan

Hunt, Miller
& Co. LLP

Robert D. Harrison, Lawyer

Phone 204-727-8491 or
204-328-7540
(Thursdays, 2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

e Development Services

* Pond & Dugouts 2
 Drive/Lane Construction emorle S
hapel i
 Excavation
o Laser Ditching & Drainage Cherish the Mermories
« Septic Systems locally owned and operated
Rivers, MB ROK 1X0 'G"a‘"’! F‘ Trucking 330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB R7A 7P3
204-761-8765 * Demalition 204.727.0330
kroegerbackhoe@gmail.com [RSksas memorieschapel.com
/ N ( Stewart Endeav )
ors WAY-MOR
[ |
Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/Belly AGENCIES LTD.
Dump Services - Excavating RIVERS OFFICE: OAK RIVER OFFICE:
1. 1' d2015@ | :\g(zgs-EF;!I:;:OO T)O 5:00 TUES - FRI: 10:00 TO 3:00
sTewartTen gmal .com 12-1pm
SAT: 9:00 TO 12:00 .
Box 430, 556-2nd Avenue 204-365-0086 201 MAIN ST., RIVERS, MB giﬁ%‘nyRFeﬁBST
RIVT]I’S M?]. R:K‘l X0 Alex Stewart (204) 328-7540 (204) 566-2490
www.homehardware.ca Box 916
) ’ GETAN INSURANCE QUOTE
204-328-7570 7/ \Rivers MB, ROKIXO BN  ::s1croce REAL ESTATE BROKER
1s 2P 3A4s nM 6M7nscgcml.
7 11 13
Does Facebook support local: e I H|A - l Rl s
Has your organization ever called up 13,‘: 'T' : :v I:II "n
Facebook and asked them for a donation " R ( T
to your cause? Local business rely on 5
local support to exist. A 27‘"" :1“ E
Shop local today. &AL LE
0TI o/ ¢
j‘h H S G| H
Rivers CONTACT US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR SPACE! [[ieicrill L. £ 's "E
1 — - - when bhooked for 52
Banner riversbanner@outlook.com ~ 431-351-1628 ket s | o s
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S PORTS

WESTMAN HIGH SCHOOL HUSKIES REPORT

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

After being away for a
week, it’s time to catch up
on the Huskies. After a
hard earned victory over
the Virden Golden Bears,
the Huskies were off to
Sandy Bay to play a road
game and lost a heart-
breaker to the home team
by a 1-0 score.

On February 13, the
Huskies travelled to Birtle
to face the Falcons. The
Huskies came away with a
4-0 victory. Kayden Elliott
earned the shutout, stop-
ping all 13 shots. Carter
Rozdeba, Sam Rivas and
Aaron Roels each had a
goal and assist for the win-
ners. Mateo Finnie had 2
assists. Duncan McLean
also had an assist.

In the return match on
Saturday night the Huskies
defeated the Falcons 6-2.

Harlen Bridges scored

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Hamiota Huskies 2025-2026 roster is as follows: #1 Kayden Elliott, #2 Corbin Munz, #4 Jayson Knight, #5 Clay Munz, #7 Aaron Rouls,
#8 Sam Rivas-Banos, #9 Jesse Bourdin, #10 Chase Airey, #11 Jayson Schoonbaert, #12 Nick McMaster, #13 Kirk Bayes, #14 David
Waldner, #15 Duncan McLean, #16 Mateo Finnie, #17 Hayden Bridges, #18 Carter Rozdeba, #19 Colby Burt, #20 Josh Mathison, #22
Reid Hutchins, #23 Kevin Therrien, #30 Trey Tuttle, #33 Nic McDuff.

the hat trick for the Husk-
ies. Duncan McLean had
a goal and 3 assists, with
Sam Rivas also assisting on
3goals. Jayson Schoonbaert

hadasinglegoaland Aaron
Roels scored his twentieth
goal of the season to round
outthe Huskie goalscoring.
Reid Hutchings had a pair

REF/T®.
WRITER

GERRY

February means playoff
hockey. It is an exciting
time of the year as teams
compete in playoff series
with the winner advan-
cing and losers going
home for the remainder
of the season. The longer
youare in the playoffs, the
better the hockey. It’salso
a time when spectators
follow their local team,
home and away, which
means the local rink is
full of spectators.

Most of the series years
ago were a best of 3, be it
league or MAHA playoffs.
Each game seemed like
a do or die affair. As an
official we had the best
seat in the house, being
out there on the ice.

The referee who did
the first game of a series,
he usually would set the
tone for the series. There

was a particular referee
who pretty much none of
us liked to follow to work
the second game. It was
because he never called
many penaltiesand many
of his games got out of
control and a lot of silly
stufftook place. Iliked fol-
lowing Frank Taylor and
Randy Kalynuk, because
they set a high standard
of officiating in playoff
games. We all knew you
had to let the teams play
butnotcross over the line
of fairness.

One game I was the
head referee in I had fol-
lowed the Referee who
did not call many penal-
ties, if any, and it was a
tough game. The teams
had played 2 nights ear-
lier, so the memory was
still fresh from what had
happenedin the previous

game. I knew this going
into the game, so I had
my standard set before
hitting the ice and I knew
I could not back down in
any situation.

I'talked with both team
captains before the drop
of the puck and told them
that I knew the game be-
fore this one had gotten
out of hand, but that I
would not be letting that
happen. Expect I would
be calling it tight to start
with, soyou adapt towhat
I am doing.

The first period, I was
tested many times but
stayed true to my word
on what I was calling and
the 2 teams changed their
way of playing. It turned
into a barn burner of a
game, with the game be-
ing decided in overtime.

After the game, both
coaches came to the
dressing room to thank
the officiating crew for
a job well done. We were
allreally high from doing
a real good job. I know
it took me several hours
to come down from that
game. It also served as
a reminder that in the
toughest of situations you
could getthroughagame,
no matter what had gone
on in previous matches.

Until next time!

of assists and Revin Thier-
ren also had an assist.

The Huskies improve to
13 wins and 12 losses and
sitin ninth place in league

standings.

Nextupforthe Huskiesis
game action against Sandy
Bayon February 18at4P.M.
and then February 19 at

GALLERY ATTENDANT

Art Gallery of

Southwestern Manitoba

Brandon, MB

THIS IS

TOURISM

and this could be you.

8P.M. when the Vincent
Massey Vikings will pay a
visit. Come outand support
the High School Hockey
Team!

Behind every tourism experience are the people who make it possible.
Tourism is a $5-million-per-day industry in our province that offers
opportunities that grow as you do.

When you work in tourism, you inspire discovery, create connections and
help shape the Manitoba experiences and stories people love.

See where working in tourism can take you.

Explore opportunities at travelmanitoba.com/tourism

MANITOB/A
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2026 TESA Award- Manitoba Beef Producers

The Manitoba Beef Pro-
ducers (MBP) Annual
General Meeting (AGM)
held in Brandon marked a significant occasion in the
beef industry, spotlighting the recipients of the 2026
Manitoba Environmental Stewardship Award (TESA).
This prestigious honour, bestowed annually, recognizes
beef producers across the province for their unwavering
dedication to environmental stewardship and sustainable
agricultural practices.

This year, the TESA award was presented to Connor
and Kyla English, who operate a multigenerational
family farm near Rivers, Manitoba. The English family’s
commitment to eco-friendly farming and innovative
practices has garnered them regional recognition and
set a benchmark for environmental stewardship within
the province.

MBP PresidentMatthew Atkinson expressed his pride
in the TESA award, emphasizing its importance among
the numerous accolades presented by the organization.
“We'rereally, really proud of the TESA award in general.
It’sgreat to see folks showcasing the greatenvironmental
benefitsand good stewardship and innovation practices
in our cattle industry,” he stated. This recognition is not
merely a badge of honour; it highlights the influential
role thatfarming practices play in promoting ecological
well-being, cattle welfare, and community sustainability.

One of the standout features of the English family’s
farming operation is their use of polycropping and
intercropping systems. By cultivating multiple crops
simultaneously, they enhance soil health, reduce pest
outbreaks, and increase biodiversity, which ultimately
contributes toamoreresilientagricultural environment.
Additionally, their creative grazing rotations allow the
land torestand recover, supporting the naturalreclama-
tion of ecosystemswhile also providing nutritious forage
for their cattle.

The English family’s longstanding commitment to

By Carolyn Phillips
RIVERS BANNER

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Award given on February 12 at the Vic Inn. L to R: Brian English, Leanne English, Colleen Robbins, Kyla and

Connor English.

good land stewardship and sustainable agriculture
practices demonstrates a forward-thinking approach
essential in today’s climate-conscious world. Their prac-
tices not only yield immediate benefits butalso establish
asustainable agricultural legacy for future generations.
Atkinson noted that the diversity of the English family’s
practices and their tangible environmental impact truly
distinguished them from other nominees this year.

As the recipients of the provincial TESA award,
the English family will proudly represent Manitoba as
nomineesin the Canadian Cattle Association’s National
TESA Award competition later this year. This national
recognition offers an opportunity for the English family
toshare theirsuccessful stewardship journeyonabroader
platform and inspire other producers to adopt innova-
tive practices.

In an industry increasingly challenged by climate

change and pressure on natural resources, the agri-
cultural community must come together to champion
sustainable practices that protect the environmentwhile
ensuring the viability of the beef industry. The MBP
AGMhighlighted notjustthe achievements of one family
but the collective efforts of all producers committed to
ensuring a sustainable future for farming in Manitoba.

Asattendeesreflecton thisyear’srecognition, thefocus
remainson the path ahead—encouraging collaboration,
innovation, and environmental responsibilityamong all
stakeholders in the beef industry. The English family
has set an inspiring example, proving that dedication
to stewardship can result in meaningful change both
within their own community and beyond. As they head
to the national stage, they carry with them the hopes
and aspirations of Manitoba’s agricultural community,
paving the way for a sustainable future.
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