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• Repairs on Truck & Trailer - All Makes & Models
• Safety Inspection Station
• Welding repairs

• Tarp Install & Repairs
• Hydraulic Repair & Hose Fabrication Services

• Crane/Hy Rail Inspect & Repairs

• Wetkits & PTO Pumps
• Alum. Stainless Fabrication

501 Middleton Ave. Brandon    office@totalworks.ca
Mobile Services Available For Both Mechanical & Welding

204-728-3821
and operatedIndependently owned

1-204-720-0205
Boakbuilding@gmail.com

• Custom new homes
• Framing
• Concrete
• Renovations

Call today for your free 
estimate!

PHOTOS BY EOIN DEVEREUX

565 - 2nd Ave, Rivers, MB R0K 1X0565 - 2nd Ave, Rivers, MB R0K 1X0
T 204-328-7570 • C 204-730-0490 • F 204-328-5339T 204-328-7570 • C 204-730-0490 • F 204-328-5339

melissaklassen@rivershomehardware.camelissaklassen@rivershomehardware.ca
Store #5163-7Store #5163-7
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By Sheila Runions
      Banner Staff

As repor ted  i n  t he 
March 9 edition, the 
Grade 12 Interdisci-

plinary Studies in Science class 
at Rivers Collegiate planned a 
project for Riverdale Harvest. 
Dubbed the Boat Load of Food, 
students secured a canoe from 
Rolling River School Division 
with an intent to f i l l it with 
non-perishables. Although the 
campaign was fully organized 
by that class, the original idea 
came from a suggestion made 
by harvest volunteer Liliane 
Dupuis.

“I heard the idea at a meet-
ing in Brandon. St. Augustine 
School had tried Fill a Canoe 
in conjunction with the 10-day 
Festival du Voyaguer in Win-
nipeg in February. It was very 
successful and whenever I hear 
food bank, my ears always perk 
up!”

She then brought the sug-
gestion to Riverdale Harvest, 
which supported the idea and 
asked her to present the promo-

tion to the schools.
Pupils co-ordinated the entire 

month-long promotion, which 
culminated in a ceremonious 
presentation on March 20 to 
Riverdale Harvest president 
Heather Gray and Liliane. 

Because the snow had melted 
so much, the canoe could not 
be portaged across the street to 
Zion Church (home of River-
dale Harvest). Rather, the teens 
carried bags, boxes and garbage 

cans from the school foyer into 
the church basement the after-
noon of March 21, where the 
food was weighed and sorted. 
Although the project was a sen-
ior students brainstorm, the en-
tire high school was encouraged 
to participate. The collegiate 
hosted a poor boy f loor hockey 
tournament in which to play, 
athletes had to pay with food for 
the canoe. Some students also 
canvassed Rivers, Oak River 

and Chimo Beach areas for con-
tributions from the community. 
When all was said and done, 
the scales at Riverdale Harvest 
noted a total of 434 pounds, “a 
fabulous amount,” says Heather. 
“We are so pleased they decided 
to help those we serve. A lot 
of times kids don’t get enough 
credit but this group of students 
certainly deserves some praise. 
All students stayed behind to 
help check expiry dates, sort and 

put away in the proper place on 
the shelving units. They were 
fantastic! We are very, very 
pleased.”

Elementary school staff mem-
ber/Harvest volunteer Yvonne 
Crouch initiated a similar cam-
paign in her school. That three-
week effort simply encouraged 
students to leave product in 
the canoe; 87 pounds of food 
was collected from the younger 
group on Thursday, March 22.

Can collections for canoes
Photo by Sheila Runions

Photo by Heather Gray

The canoe at Rivers 
Elementary School was 
adequately filled.

Back row L/R: Meghan 
Knelsen, Erich Schmidt, 
Thom Heijmans, Heather 
Gray, Liliane Dupuis. Front 
row L/R: Minami Kijima, Haile 
Hubbard, Chassidy Payette, 
Morgan Ramsay, Bryce 
Summers, Quinn Hrabok.
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Rivers high school track team 
takes to the field

ELTON 
GRADS 
2023
P5-8

CHEER ON
OUR LOCAL
BASEBALL 
TEAMS
P11

Student: Sean Hodkin  
Event: Discus

Student: Sarah Krahn  
Event: Medley Relay

Student: Andrew Hamm 
handing Nicholas Lade 
the baton in the 4x400 
meter Medley Relay

Student: Jase Wareham  
Event: 4x400 meter 
Medley Relay

Student: Michael 
Campbell  
Event: Medley Relay

Student: Nicholas Lade  
Event: 4x400 meter 
Medley Relay
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-NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING-

-AGENDA ITEMS TO INCLUDE-

Audit/Financial Report
FCL Delegate Report
General Manager Report
Minutes from last meeting
Board Report
Appointment of Auditors
Election of Directors
Bylaw change 4.02

Wednesday, June 7th
Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 205 Woodworth Ave, Kenton 

7:00pm (doors open 6:30pm)
Registration available at
204-748-6700 ext 311

www.valleyviewco-op.crs

Current Bylaw
     4.10   Removal of Directors [Section 191(1)]
 Subject to the Act, the members, by   
 ordinary resolution at a special meeting of  
 members, may remove a director from   
 o�ce.
Proposed
     4.10   Removal of Directors [Section 191(1)]
 (a) Subject to the Act, the members, by   
 ordinary resolution at a special meeting of  
 members, may remove a director from   
 o�ce.
 (b) A director who breaches the Board’s   
 Code of Conduct for directors, can be   
 removed by ordinary resolution at a duly   
 called meeting of the board.

Chrome in the Trees, one of the most popular at-
tractions at the Manitoba Summer Fair over the years, 
is set to return next month.

The event, which is a presentation of Minute Muffler, Superior Auto and the 
Brandon Sun, will be held on the fifth and final day of the Fair, Sunday, June 
11th from noon to 4pm in the Keystone Centre grounds.

The event was last hosted at the Fair in 2019 and will feature over 100 vehicles 
– from vintage to muscle cars and special interest vehicles. Motorcycles will also 
be welcome.

In conjunction with the Fair and with Chrome in the Trees, Cando Rail and 
Terminals will be hosting a special Sunday Breakfast Under the Dome from 8:30-
11:30am. Admission to the breakfast will be $8.00.

For more information on the event, interested car enthusiasts are encouraged 
to contact Jerry Erickson at 204-728-7991 or Grant Gillis a 204-726-4382.

Tickets to the Manitoba Summer Fair are on sale now at www.provincialexhib-
ition.com or at either the Minnedosa or Brandon Heritage Co-op food stores. 
“Free” children’s tickets meanwhile are available online until Tuesday, June 6.

The 2023 Manitoba Summer Fair runs from Wednesday, June 7 to Sunday, June 
11 and is a presentation of Heritage Co-op.

These 4-H members did a great 
thing for their community on 
Saturday, May 27, by cleaning 
the ditches along 25 highway  
for 10km as part of the 4-H 
Manitoba Highway Cleanup 
Campaign. Well done kids!

Manitoba Highway Cleanup 
Campaign

Chrome in the trees returns 
to the summer fair

MLA Cliff Cullen is pleased to announce funding for local community projects 
through the Building Sustainable Communities (BSC) as part of our govern-
ment’s 2023 budget.  Our PC government is pleased to fund local projects that 
will support economic growth and recovery throughout the province.  

“The Building Sustainable Communities fund will provide $424,602.00 to 
many local organizations, providing a much needed boost to our communities’ 
recovery both economically and socially,” said MLA Cullen. “I’m proud that our 
government has more than doubled the BSC fund, which makes funding for 
projects like these possible. We are committed to investing in our communities.”

The local community groups and projects that will be receiving funding include:
• Brandon Retriever Club - $4,808 – Upgrade Retriever training grounds 

and fencing
• Forrest Special Projects Group - $75,000 - Community Park 
• RM of Whitehead - $35,695 – Kemnay Hall Upgrades
• Cypress River Agricultural Society - $10,752 – Ag Exhibit Building Upgrades
• Glenboro Agricultural Society - $29,845 – Upgrades Community Hall
• Glenboro Golf & Country Club - $37,000 - Club House upgrades
• Municipality of Souris-Glenwood - $40,000 – Review & Update Develop-

ment Plan
• Souris & Glenwood Bark Park - $20,192 Souris Dog Park
• Souris & Glenwood Golf Club Inc - $13,650 – Golf Course upgrades
• St Paul’s United Church – Souris - $24,000 – Souris Multi Purpose Hall 

upgrades
• Riverdale Municipality - $28,800 – Rivers Community Centre Upgrades
• Rivers & Area Game & Fish Association - $13,200 – Gun Range upgrade 

Phase 3
• Sprucewoods Community Club Inc - $37,255 – Community Centre Upgrades
• RM of Victoria - $5,000 – Holland Beautification 
• M.I.L.E.S. for Seniors Inc - $2,625 – Equipment Upgrades
Since being introduced in 2019, the BSC program provides municipalities 

and non-profit organizations access to all-encompassing community grants. 
This year the total funding across Manitoba amounts to $25 million. The BSC 
program has been highly successful since its inception, and this funding will 
allow for its operational success to continue.

MLA Cullen proud to support 
local organizations 

Submitted
Rivers Banner
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FAITHFULLY 
YOURS

Neil Strohschein

The first years 
are the important 
years

From last weeks front page

Give me the child until he is seven; and I will 
show you the man.” So said the Greek phil-
osopher Aristotle, who lived from 384-322 

BC. Those words have been echoed by philosophers, 
educators, social scientists and others ever since. But 
are they true?

In a December 2017 article I found on the Healthline 
website, psychologist Dr. Juli Fraga wrote the following: 
“While the first seven years don’t determine a child’s 
happiness for life, the rapidly growing brain lies down 
a sturdy foundation for how they communicate and 
interact with the world by processing how they’re be-
ing responded to. By the time children reach first or 
second grade, they begin to separate from primary 
caregivers (also known as parents) by making friends of 
their own. They also start to long for peer acceptance 
and are better equipped to talk about their feelings.”

In other words, the first seven years of life are 
crucial to a child’s development. Many of the ideas, 
values and philosophies that determine how a child 
thinks, speaks and acts will be well embedded in his 
or her mind by that time. Aristotle may have put this 
truth into words, but he was not the first to reveal it 

Wordsearch
Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

N C A B I N E T F G L O H K V
R K V A I E Q U I P M E N T M
T C E J O R P Q R G E V X C U
D A M H W Q G A B F J A H W R
G W G T C W E M S X G C E L F
N D N K S W T T A O G A W P W
I Y I B O S H X S A W J F S W
R K M E T O V D W E E R E L D
A Q A O R T A W E R O D E O W
E R R H C R A K Z V D I K P Z
W E F P G R E Q Z N W L Z W I
B A L V D N M Q G E K A V R A
X H B Q D W X B I L W Z U Z C
J S G L S I T X G N O R T S G
L T G X G N I C A R U I O O P

Word Bank
1. weekend 2. goat 3. wearing 4. project
5. strong 6. cabinet 7. rodeo 8. grads
9. vote 10. framing 11. racing 12. equipment

Dictionary.com

and tell people how to use it effectively.
That honor falls to Moses, ancient Israel’s lawgiver. 

His gave his people the following instructions. First, 
they were to keep God’s laws. Second they were to teach 
them to their children and grandchildren. Third, they 
were to have written copies of the Law on their wrists 
and foreheads. Fourth, they were to write God’s laws 
on the doors of their houses and on their city gates. 
Fifth, they were to talk about them openly. And sixth, 
when their children asked why they followed certain 
customs and obeyed certain laws, they were to tell the 
stories of how these laws came into their possession.

In giving these instructions, Moses established a 
principle that is as valid today as it was when first 
given. God expects parents to teach their children 
how to love God and keep his commandments. And 
since young children learn by following the examples 
of those they trust, parents must consistently govern 
their lives by the principles of Scripture if they want 
their children to grow up to do the same. The best 
gift parents can give their children is to let children 
see how their parents love each other, respect each 
other, communicate with each other and work out their 
problems in a civilized manner. What your children 
see in you during their first seven years will lay the 
foundation on which you can build additional teaching 
when appropriate. You can’t ask for anything better.

Don’t expect your children to be perfect. Their 
parents aren’t perfect-so the children will have some 
flaws as well. Physical growth is a life-long process. 
So is emotional and spiritual growth. Children will 
make mistakes. Give them the freedom to fail. Then 
show them how God forgives by forgiving them; and 
tell them about the lessons you learned when you were 
their age and made the same mistakes. Show them 

how you use the Scriptures to help you discern what 
is right or wrong when making difficult decisions.

Most of all, teach your children that there are three 
people who will never let them down. The first two are 
their parents; who will always be there for them, no 
matter what. The third person is the God who created 
them and who has promised that he will never leave 
them or forsake them.

Sundays 10 a.m.
Children’s Church during the message

Bible  Study – Thursdays 7:30 p.m.

Rapid City Community ChuRCh

JESUS IS LORD

Join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

447 Edward Street  ~  204-328-7882

Proposals must be submitted in a sealed envelope 
at the following location: Riverdale Municipal 
Office, 670 – 2nd Avenue 

Or by mail: 

 Riverdale Municipality  
 Box 520  
 Rivers MB  
 R0K 1X0 

General inquiries should be directed to:  
Craige Madden, Municipal Operations Manager  
Office Phone: 204-328-5300  
Cell Phone: 204-573-8629  
Email: dalyshop1@gmail.com
For more information about this tender please visit 
the Municipal website

Riverdale Municipality  Riverdale Municipality  
Is accepting proposals for DFA Site Restoration Is accepting proposals for DFA Site Restoration 

Proposals clearly marked  
“DFA Site 73 Restoration”  

Will be received no later than 12:00 PM, 
Friday, June 16, 2023

Rolling Dale Enterprises Thrift Store
533 2nd Avenue

Open 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Monday to Friday

Get more for less!

Donations accepted during regular business 
hours or drop in the white bin at the back of the 

building.                             

St James Anglican Church
COLD PLATE SUPPER

Sunday, June 11th, 2023
4:30 to 6:30pm

Adults - $20 • Children 6-12 yrs - $10  
Pre-school - Free

Delivery - $20
For delivery please call: 328-7823

Lift to all floors          
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The world is polluted today 
with thought dictators and 
nobody likes them.

It doesn’t matter what a person’s 
beliefs are, they don’t like to be told 
what they must think, what they must 
say and, perhaps more important, 
what they must not say.

Alberta’s election was held Mon-
day night and wasn’t won by the party 
that the thought dictators predicted 
or wanted to win. The corporate 
media, academics and many pundits 
told Alberta they must vote NDP. 
After all the United Conservative 
Party had the audacity to say they 
don’t agree with the Liberal-NDP 
propaganda. We must accept, per-
haps even love the carbon tax in spite 
of the fact it has a lot more to do with 
tax than carbon. The Liberal/NDP 
coalition in Ottawa insists we must 
bow down at the climate change alter, 
put our lives on hold so more taxes 
can be squeezed out of every person, 
farm and business in the land. We 
must subsidize EV battery factories, 
subsidize electric cars even though 
they are basically useless in rural 
areas and dangerously impractical 
on the prairies. Some EVs can’t even 
make it from Brandon to Winnipeg 
in cold weather.

But something happened on the 
way to the election polls. People said 
no way, we are not going to buy this 
bullplop. And, as people expressed 
that impolite expletive, they didn’t 
care whose sensitivities might be 
offended by hearing the BS word.

Several CBC commentators, 
including a former Calgary mayor, 
dropped their impartiality facade 
to come to promote the academia/
labour/NDP polit ically correct 
stance on everything from gas and 
oil to mining to electric cars to social 
issues. The people spoke but in a very 

Perspectives

And now
 it’s June?!
One of the better activities I have committed to has 

been the Kinsmen walking program, MayKin 
2023. For a very modest fee, which enhances 

programs in our community, I challenged myself to walk 
about 5 kms every day. It has worked wonderfully well. 
Last year I attempted to compete with others and would 
get annoyed and discouraged! This year I applaud all those 
who walked literally hundreds of kms in May, identify 
with those who have simply done their best. There are 
about one hundred and seventy registered individuals in 
the program, and I may end up in the top thirty. The 
satisfaction has been in being a part of the change from 
almost winter/early spring, to summer. My standard route 
is down Railway to the Back Forty turn, circle the Back 
Forty, swing east of the cemetery, accompany the river 
to the seventy five stairs at the Touchwood Complex, 
and back home.

The arrival of the birds has always spoken to me. First 
the Canadian Geese veed the skies, their distinctive call 
causing me to pause and watch their f light. The robins 
returned, as did other song birds, and then- the swallows. 
My grandmother always told me I couldn’t go barefoot 
until the swallows were back. And I still follow that adage.

I watched the pussy willow develop the white pods, 
watched those pods turn a fuzzy green and then become 
leaves. I noted the day the leaves on the oak trees where 
as large as a squirrel’s ear, the sign that it is safe to plant 
your corn. Also an old adage.  I snapped a photo of the 
first marsh marigolds, and then noted the wood violets 
and then the cowslips. Lately it has been the fragrance 
of the lilac bushes that slow my pace. The river raged for 
a week, always within its banks but in a frightful hurry. 
The chokecherry trees and the Saskatoon bushes greened 
and bloomed. Daily changes in the landscape made me 
more aware of my surroundings.

The being outside is good for my spirit. I slow, in 
thought and ref lective. The warmth of the sun, the tug 
of the wind and the shift in the direction of the setting 
sun all remind me of my place in creation. Walked in the 
rain a few times with rain coat and boots, walked with a 
moderately heavy jacket, and walked with a sleeveless tee. 
All in a month of walking. I met other walkers, I stopped 
to chat with neighbours, I walked errands rather than 
taking the car. Not saying I wish this for a lifestyle but I 
do enjoy walking when time allows.

As many of us did, I felt the past winter was long. It 
was not unnaturally cold, it was not filled with unending 
storms, it did not start early, or end late. It was simply long. 
And so this challenge to myself to make a habit of walk-
ing for pleasure and purpose helped adjust my attitude. 
I feel better physically for the regular exercise and I feel 
better mentally for the regular exercise. The question now 
is- will I maintain the habit?

Thought dictators

Rita Friesen

Homebodies

quiet way. The UCP won a majority 
in spite of the thought dictators.

A quiet movement is sweeping 
across North America. For example, 
a beer company recently tried to 
boost its sales by riding on the coat-
tales of fame related to a Tik-Tok 
content creator. This online celebrity 
is viewed by some as an advocate for 
the transgender community, though 
some within that same community 
disagree. (but that’s another conversa-
tion for another time). Either way, some 
people didn’t like that idea and sales 
in the United States dropped. A big 
store chain tried a similar idea and 
sales dropped. One report says that 
the two companies lost $28 billion in 
stock value. I find that hard to believe 
but even if it is a half or a quarter of 
that amount, it’s a huge financial 
rebuke. Investors expressed their view 
dramatically albeit quietly.

Most people believe that we should 
live and let live. Where the problems 
arise is when the thought dictators 
come sweeping in. People can do 
just about whatever they want and 
it’s more evident than ever before 

that “freedom of choice” is rampant. 
What the thought dictators don’t 
realize is that while people can do 
almost whatever they want, nobody 
is obliged to go along with ideas they 
don’t like. We are bombarded with 
ideas, thoughts and trends that we 
must adhere to or else we will be 
declared “bad” people. We will be 
shunned, ostracized and excluded. 
Whether it is an election or consumer 
preferences, the thought dictators 
can’t control people and inf luence 
decisions nearly as much as they as-
sume or desire.

That’s a good thing and recent 
elections and consumer decisions 
are a source of encouragement. The 
thought dictators can beat their 
brains out trying to control us but 
it will not happen. We should be 
thankful for that.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this 
column are the writer’s personal views and 
are not to be taken as being the view of the 
Banner & Press staff.

Ken Waddell

Right in the 
Centre

By Chad Carpenter
Tundra

”
“What the thought dictators don’t realize 

is that while people can do almost 
whatever they want, nobody is obliged 
to go along with ideas they don’t like.
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Marley Burdeniuk

Elton, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: June 25, 2005
Parents: Darren and Christy
Sibling: Cooper
First Job: Lifeguard and Swim Instructor
Hobbies: Baseball, Tennis, Weightlifting
Introvert or Extrovert: Extrovert
Favourite thing about your school: The 
workout room
Favourite food: Burgers
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: 
Architect
Future Plans: University, then law school

Paris Bone

Elton, MB
Elton Collegiate

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2023

CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2023CLASS OF 2023

Jessica Bayes

Rapid City, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: June 28, 2005
Parents: Sandra, Bruce Bayes
Sibling: Jordan, Colton Bayes 
Pets: Diego, Lulu, Chai (cats) Defer, Sparky 
(dogs) Chef (hamster)
First Job: Babysitting
Hobbies: Reading, dirt biking, camping, 
hanging with friends 
Introvert or Extrovert: Both. Mostly extrovert
Who do you look up to: My parents/ 
grandparents 
Favourite thing about your school: The staff 
are very kind, small class sizes gives you one 
on one time with teachers 
Favourite food: Chicken noodle soup/ chicken 
fingers 
Favourite song: Live Like you Were Dying 
Favourite artist: Tim McGraw 
Dream vacation spot: Alaska
Favourite holiday: Easter
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: 
Teacher, physiotherapist, vet 
Future Plans: Go to BU for 4 years. Go to U of 
M to become a physical therapist. Buy a house, 
have kids, retire, buy a bakery, sell baking and 
mugs 

Matthew Bornkessel 

In the country, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: October 13, 2005
Parents: Sabrina and Dennis Bornkessel
Sibling: Jade Johnas and Sean Bornkessel
Pets: Tarantulas
First Job: Customer service representative 
Hobbies: Playing games
Introvert or Extrovert: Extrovert
Who do you look up to: Everyone, they are 
taller than me
Favourite thing about your school: Friends and 
teachers.
Favourite food: Spaghetti
Favourite song: Pierce the Veil 
Favourite artist: Bulls in the Bronx
Dream vacation spot: New Jersey
Favourite holiday: Any day there is no school
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: 
Dentist
Future Plans: I am moving out when I graduate, 
and I am going to get a job that pays good 
money!

Wishing This Year’s Graduates

  Great Happiness
    & Success

204.827.3956
ccullenmla@mts.net

Cliff Cullen
MLA for Spruce Woods

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S
 

Grads of 
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Nash Campbell

RM of Elton, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: July 7, 2005
Parents: Ryan and Sarah
Sibling: One
Pets: Two cats, two dogs
First Job: Cashier
Hobbies: Skiing, camping, biking, being 
outside (in the summer)
Introvert or Extrovert: Introvert
Who do you look up to: Ryan Reynolds
Favourite thing about your school: Making 
some new friends
Favourite food: Pickles
Dream vacation spot: Hawaii
Favourite holiday: Christmas
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: 
Astronomer
Future Plans: I plan to pursue civil engineering 
in university next year

Kayla Campbell

Forrest, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: May 11, 2005
Parents: Pam Campbell and Jason Campbell
Sibling: One
Pets: One
First Job: Sportchek
Hobbies: Being outside
Introvert or Extrovert: Extrovert
Who do you look up to: Megan Markle 
Favourite thing about your school: My friends 
Favourite food: Steak
Dream vacation spot: Australia
Favourite holiday: Christmas
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: 
Nurse
Future Plans: To become rich

Brooklyn Franklin

Chater, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: September 9, 2005
Parents: Michelle Franklin and Jarrod Franklin
Sibling: Callie Franklin
Pets: dog - Bauer; cat - Crosby
First Job: Shoppers Drug Mart cashier/
merchandiser
Hobbies: Hockey and softball 
Introvert or Extrovert: Introvert
Who do you look up to: My Auntie Jill 
Favourite thing about your school: It’s a small 
school so you can be friends with everyone
Favourite food: Chicken burgers
Favourite artist: Morgan Wallen 
Dream vacation spot: Whistler, BC
Favourite holiday: Christmas
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: 
Teacher 
Future Plans: To attend Assiniboine 
Community College and play hockey with the 
ACC Cougars as well as softball for the U19 
AAA Westman Magic

Graduates of 2023Congratulations

Serving the communities of  
Minnedosa, Brandon, 
Wawanesa, Erickson, 

Sandy Lake, Strathclair 
& Rivers

LOOK HOO’S GRADUATING!
It's a group of outstanding young 

men and women. Who are

 these  wise, smart and talented 

students? The Class of 2023! 

Congratulations, class!
M&M Drilling
Rivers Ltd. (204) 483-3986 

MWMEnviro.ca ~ admin@MWMEnviro.ca

from the team at

Congratulations to the 
Class of 2023

a year to remember!

May you continue to find success as you go 
through life and may you remember this day as 

a cornerstone in your future.
Ray Redfern, Rob McGill 
and everyone at 
the Rivers office
204-328-5325204-328-5325

To the Class of 2023To the Class of 2023



June 2, 2023 Rivers Banner 7

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2023CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2023CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2023

Ryder Garbutt

Outside of Forrest, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: August 25, 2005
Parents: Barry and Nicole Garbutt
Sibling: Ben, Dylan, and Noah
Pets: Doc, Fel (cats) Oakley, Annie (dogs)
First Job:  4ifeguard
Hobbies: Piano, games
Introvert or Extrovert: Introvert
Who do you look up to: My older brothers
Favourite thing about your school: Seeing 
friends
Favourite food: Lasagna
Favourite artist: NF
Dream vacation spot: Peru
Favourite holiday: Halloween
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: 
Firefighter
Future Plans: Attend university, and try to 
travel

Dylan Garbutt

By Forrest, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: August 25, 2005
Parents: Barry and Nicole Garbutt
Sibling: Ben, Ryder, and Noah
Pets: Oakley, Annie, Doc and Fell
First Job: At the Hot n’ Frosty
Hobbies: Guitar, volleyball, and working out
Introvert or Extrovert: Bit of both
Who do you look up to: A lot of people, mostly 
cause I’m short
Favourite thing about your school: Small class 
sizes 
Favourite food: Lasagna
Favourite artist: The Backseat Lovers 
Dream vacation spot: Swiss alps
Favourite holiday: Ski trip in Banff 
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: 
Electrician
Future Plans: To go to school and become an 
athletic therapist

Olivia Grulke

Middle of nowhere, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: September 21
Parents: Eric Grulke
Sibling: Marcus Grulke, Ava Grulke, Brian 
Badcock
Pets: Five
First Job: Peavey Mart 
Hobbies: Listening to music 
Introvert or Extrovert: Both
Who do you look up to: My grandpa 
Favourite thing about your school: Seeing 
friends 
Favourite food: Pasta
Dream vacation spot: Cuba or Europe 
Favourite holiday: I feel the same about all 
holidays 
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: 
Police Officer
Future Plans: Firefighter/Paramedic 

(204) 483-3986 
MWMEnviro.ca ~ admin@MWMEnviro.ca

from the team at

Congratulations to the 
Class of 2023

a year to remember!

Congratulations on a job well done 
during this year! 

204-826-2161/204-727-2102

To the Graduates of 2023!
Congratulations on this accomplishment. 

We wish you all the best in the future.
From all of us at

Phone 204-724-6870, Rivers, MB
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William Howard

Rivers, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: August 26, 2005
Parents: Jackie and Shane Howard  
Sibling: Faith and Sophia 
Pets: Otto, Flower, Luther, Kevin, Monica 
First Job: Daly Repair helper 
Hobbies: Cars
Introvert or Extrovert: Extrovert
Who do you look up to: My Dad 
Favourite thing about your school: The people 
I met  
Favourite food: Steak
Favourite song: Amarillo by morning 
Favourite artist: George Strait  
Dream vacation spot: Cuba
Favourite holiday: New Year  
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: 
Police Officer  
Future Plans: Become a police officer

Sarilyn Hofer

Forrest, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: October 29, 2005
Parents: Chris Hofer & Tracy Hofer 
Sibling: Taron & Jayda 
Pets: Two hamsters and a dog 
First Job: Babysitting
Hobbies: Sun tanning, hiking and swimming 
Introvert or Extrovert: Extrovert
Who do you look up to: My parents 
Favourite thing about your school: Seeing my 
friends 
Favourite food: Steak and lobster 
Dream vacation spot: Bora Bora
Favourite holiday: Christmas
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: Vet
Future Plans: Take a gap year to figure out 
what I’m truly passionate about 

Chelsea Hutchings

Cottenwood, MB
Elton Collegiate

Birthday: September 14, 2005
Parents: Debbie and Rob Hutchings 
Sibling: Shane and Reid Hutchings (brothers)
Pets: Sparky(Dog), Winter(cat) 
First Job: Whitehouse bakery (bakery counter 
and serving) 
Hobbies: Swimming, reading, hanging out 
with friends 
Introvert or Extrovert: Extrovert
Who do you look up to: My parents 
Favourite thing about your school: Everyone 
knows everyone 
Favourite food: Breakfast wrap
Favourite artist: Zach Bryan 
Dream vacation spot: Malibu
Favourite holiday: Christmas
At 12, what did you want to grow up to be: 
Mechanic
Future Plans: Graduate from Brandon 
University with a bachelors degree in science 

• Residential & Commercial
• Farm Wiring & Trenching

Brandon - Rivers

204-761-2192

to the graduating class of 2023!

TRAVEL
INSURANCE 

REAL ESTATE 

Offices in Rivers and Oak River

to the graduating class of 2022!

TRAVEL
INSURANCE 

REAL ESTATE 

Offices in Rivers and Oak River

to the graduating class of 2019!

Way-Mor Agencies
TRAVEL

INSURANCE 
REAL ESTATE 
INVESTMENTS

Offices in Rivers and Oak River

SPRINGLAND
MFG.

Box 550, Rivers, MB  R0K 1X0
Ph. 566-2279  Fax 566-2303

Box 550, Rivers, MB  R0K 1X0 ~ 204-328-7358 

From all of us at
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For Sale

ServiceAuctions

Help Wanted Manitoba Community News-
paper Association Province 

Wide Classifieds 

Announcement

NOTICES
Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein 
are the sole responsibility 
of the persons or entities 
that post the advertise-
ment, and the Manitoba 
Community Newspaper 
Association and member-
ship do not make any war-
ranty as to the accuracy, 
completeness, truthfulness 
or reliability of such ad-
vertisements. For greater 
information on advertising 
conditions, please consult 
the Association’s Blanket 
Advert is ing Condit ions 
on our website at www.
mcna.com.
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a news-
worthy item to announce? 
An exciting change in oper-
ations? Though we cannot 
guarantee publ icat ion, 
MCNA will get the informa-
tion into the right hands for 
ONLY $35.00 + GST/HST. 
Call MCNA (204) 947-1691 

for more information. See 
www.mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” tab 
for more details. 
SUMMER H IR ING??? 
BOOK YOUR 2023 BLAN-
KET CLASSIFIED ADS 
NOW in the 32 Weekly 
M a n i t o b a  C o m m u n i t y 
Newspapers to get your 
messaging to be seen all 
over the province! Call 
THIS NEWSPAPER NOW 
or call MCNA at (204) 
947-1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Association. 
www.mcna.com
BUSINESS SERVICES / 
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Private mortgage lender. 
All real estate types con-
sidered. No credit checks 
done. Deal direct
with lender and get quick 
approval. Toll free 1-866-
405-1228 www.firstandse-
condmortgages.ca

CLASSIFIEDS

Don’t miss 

the deadline!

12 noon Tuesday
Banner

     204- 328-7494       Drop box @ 529 Second Ave•Rivers, MB 
     www.riversbanner.com info@riversbanner.com

Hey! you! 
If you’re reading me that 
means others are too! 

place your Classified here!

Rolling River 
School Division 

 in southwestern Manitoba, Canada near 
Riding Mountain National Park and Brandon.

RRSD invites applications for a
Early Childhood Education Facilitator

For more details and application information, 
please visit our website at www.rrsd.mb.ca 

select Employment then Support Positions.
Thank you to all applicants for their interest in Rolling 

River School Division. Only those candidates selected for 
interviews will be contacted.   

FOODS
Production Worker 

Why join our team?
HyLife is a global leader in food processing. Our vision is to be 
the best food company in the world. To achieve this, we need 
talented people like you to join our team. HyLife creates limitless 
opportunities for passionate individuals, and we have an exciting 
new career opportunity located in Neepawa, MB for you to 
explore!

The current starting wage is $16.10/hour 
PLUS opportunities for pay increases 

and competitive bonuses.

Our wage bracket extends to $24.05 per hour 

We Will Train the Right Candidate

Quick Facts:
 • Culturally diverse – employ people from all over the world
 • Fully integrated facility – Feed Mills, Barns, Transportation, 
  and Production Plant 
 • 4000+ employees worldwide
 • We Care about our employees, communities, customers, 
  animals, and our environment 

What we can offer you:
 • Competitive Wage 
 • Vacation
 • Benefits package – dental coverage, vision care, extended 
  health care, & more!
 • Secure, stable, and permanent full-time employment
 • PM Shift Premium
 • Full training, with genuine opportunities for career progression
 • Employee Referral program - $500!
 • Multiple Shift Options
 • Free parking
 • Company events
 • And more!!!!

Your duties may include:
 • Slaughtering hogs (eviscerate, hide removal, etc.)   
 • Butcher and package pork primal cuts into value-added 
  specifications for local, national, and international 
  premium markets
 • Maintaining our sanitation program

We are looking for people who are:
 • Fit and capable of working in a physically demanding role
 • Capable of repetitive manual tasks and standing for long 
  periods of time
 • Open to working in colder/warmer environments
 • Experience as an industrial butcher or trimmer is an asset

Ways to apply: 
Online at http://hylife.com/current-opportunities/ 
or mail to PO Box 10,000, 623 Main St E, Neepawa, MB R0J 1H0.

HyLife has an accommodation process for employees with disabilities. 
If you require a specific accommodation during your employment 
because of a disability, please contact  Jobs@hylife.com. An HR 
representative will be in touch with you as soon as possible. Reasonable 
accommodations will be determined on a case-by-case basis and our 
accommodation policy can be forwarded upon request.

We want it to be YOU! Come join our HyLife team.
We thank all applicants, however, only those under 

consideration will be contacted

Please join 

Maxine ShamrayMaxine Shamray
 

in 
Celebrating 

her 

80th Birthday80th Birthday
Saturday, 

June 10 
@ 5:30pm 

at the 
Oak River Rink

we joyfully invite you 
to a 

BRIDAL BRIDAL 
SHOWERSHOWER

HONOURING

Molly Jay
join us for a 

tea party
Sunday, June 4th at 
1pm at Barbi and 

Kevin’s house

Contact Barbi for 
more information
(204) 328-7069

Molly is registerd at 
myregistry.com 

Bring a favourite 
recipe and be put in a 
draw. Please feel free 
to dress for a garden 

party!
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Ph. 204-724-6870
Fax 204-328-4407
alepp@redlinetransport.ca

Dry bulk transportation

Way-Mor
Agencies Ltd.

Insurance, Travel,
Investments, Real Estate

Phone
204-328-7540
204-566-2490

Hunt, Miller 
& Co. LLP

Jack Cram, Lawyer
Phone 204-727-8491 or 

204-328-7540 (Thursdays, 
2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

Post Frame and Stud Frame

Johan’s Construction Ltd.Johan’s Construction Ltd.
204-745-7628 cell204-745-7628 cell

Rivers MB, Rivers MB, 
“Building for all your farm needs!”

Farm Buildings

204-764-2744
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Dwayne Campbell ~ 204-764-2746

Hamiota’s

• Residential & Commercial
• Farm Wiring & Trenching

Brandon - Rivers

204-761-2192

Serving Rivers and area
since 1906.

Phone 204-727-0694 or
1-800-897-5694

www.brockiedonovan.com
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• Residential & Commercial 

• HVAC Installations 

• Licensed Gas Fitting 

• 24 hr Emergency Service 

• Repair & Maintenance 

• Septic Truck Services 

• Duct Cleaning 

• Backhoe & Skidsteer Services 

• Residential & Commercial
• HVAC Installations
• Licensed Gas Fitting
• 24 hr Emergency Service
• Repair & Maintenance
• Septic Truck Services
• Duct Cleaning
• Backhoe & Skidsteer Services

Hamiota ~ Brandon ~ Birtle  
~ Pilot Mound ~ 

Killarney ~ Deloraine 

HAMIOTA: 204-764-2544
BRANDON: 888-726-1995

allianceaccounting.ca

  










WWW.KROEGERBACKHOE.CA 
EXCAVATION-GRAVEL-

ACREAGE DEVELOPEMENT-
SEPTIC SYSTEMS  

204-761-8765

Hamiota, MB
764-2451

Autopac accredited repair shop
Aftermarket parts & accessories

Glass replacement & Towing
hiwaycollision1984@gmail.com

This space is 
available To you 

sTarTing as low as 
$13.50 per week 

call 204-328-7494 or 
email 

info@riversbanner.
com

Stewart Endeavors 
Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/
Belly Dump Services - Excavating 

stewartend2015@gmail.com 
204-365-0086

Alex Stewart 
Box 916, Rivers 
MB, R0K1X0 

Submitted
Rivers Banner

IF YOU’RE LOOKING

AT THIS

SO ARE YOUR 
CUSTOMERS

YOUR AD 
SHOULD BE HERE

RiveRs
BanneR

529-2nd Avenue, 
Rivers, MB

204-328-7494
info@riversbanner.com

Rivers Women’s Insti-
tute (WI) has picked up 
where it left off when the 
pandemic hit in March 
2020. With the threat 
of COV ID -19 during 
those years, we were 
not able to carry on 
as usual, but since the 
beginning of 2023, we 
have once again been 
welcoming guest speak-
ers and visitors at our 
meetings . In March, 
Tara Smith (Health 
Educator w ith Pra i -
rie Mountain Health) 
spoke on the topic of 
Ageing Well: Liv ing 
Longer and Happier. To 
age well, we must focus 
on four areas: physical 
activity, healthy eating, 
good sleep habits, and 
social connections. Tara 
also demonstrated some 
simple exercises that 
everyone can do to build 
their strength.  In April, 
Marguerite Woytowich 
painted a picture, using 
words and photos, of 
what it is like for some of 
the people in Ukraine. 

Rivers Women’s Institute is alive and well!
She has family members 
who reside in the village 
of Dubivtsi in western 
Ukraine. Although they 
do not live in the war-
ravaged territory, they 
still deal with the horror 
of the war every day. In 
May, Gary Pomeroy, our 
local Pharmacist, gave a 
presentation on health 
supplements. He noted 
that while supplements, 
such as vitamins, are 
important for general 
health, the most import-
ant factor is a healthy 
and well-balanced diet. 
His talk elicited many 
questions, which Gary 
answered knowledge-
ably. All three of these 
speakers were intel -
ligent and articulate. 
We are very thankful 
that we have such great 
resources in our com-
munity! At each of these 
meetings, WI members 
did what WI members 
are always eager to do: 
learn and laugh (and 
share lunch!).

You may have noticed 
a new bench situated in 
a pocket park between 
Honey House Bakery 

and Rollingdale Enter-
prises on 2nd Avenue. 
This bench was pur-
chased by WI to mark 
the 110th anniversary of 
the Town of Rivers. May 
it be a pleasant place for 
passersby to take a rest!

W I members have 
listened with interest to 
the plans being made for 
the 110th anniversary 
party. In the old days, we 
might have taken part 
by hosting a pie sale or 
a meal, but our energy 
for such an endeavour 
in 2023 is lacking! We 
have decided instead 
to sponsor a Decorated 
Bike Contest at the pa-
rade on Saturday, July 8. 
Prizes will be awarded 
for originality and ef-
fort in two age groups 
(8-12 years and seven 
years and under). We are 
encouraging participa-
tion by offering some 
good prize money for 
the youngsters: First - 
$15, Second - $10, and 
Third - $5. Also, each 
participant will receive 
a bag of candy. Judging 
will take place at the 
parade marsha l l ing 

grounds prior to the 
parade start. Sounds 
like great fun!

WI members are look-
ing forward to our an-
nual June tour. On June 
9, we are travelling to 
Brandon to tour the 
Daly House Museum, 
followed by lunch at 
Chez Angela at The 
Greenspot (fol lowed 
by ice cream at Crow’s 
General Store!). We are 
leaving from 336 on 3rd 
Avenue at 10 a.m. If you 
are not a WI member but 
would like travel with us, 
you are quite welcome! 
Call Dianne at 328-7690 
or Jean at 328-7546.

Rivers W I will not 
meet in July or August, 
but our plans for the 
fall are already in place. 
On September 8, we 
will gather at Kiwanis 
Courts to hear a speaker 
from the Women’s Shel-
ter in Brandon. Atten-
dees are asked to bring 
gifts for the women at 
the shelter (toiletries, 
feminine products, gift 
cards, back packs, laun-
dry soap, etc.) Because 
WI has supported the 

Women’s Shelter for 
many years, members 
are anxious to hear 
about the shelter and 
its needs. 

WI members frequent-
ly meet people who don’t 
know anything about 
Women’s Institute and 
other people who have 
misconceptions about 
the organization. WI has 
been active in the Rivers 
community since 1949 
(and before that, from 
1917 – 1942). Our man-
date is threefold. First 
of all, the WI provides 
a supportive and caring 
social network. We know 
that online connections 
are not enough for social 
well being. Secondly, the 
group does what it can to 
help in the community. 
Our role is not as large 
as it was years ago, but we 
still try to do our part, 
such as delivering Meals 
on Wheels. The third 
purpose is to provide 
educational programs. 
We are proud of our 
history and our continu-
ing work For Home and 
Country.
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The Rivers Comets were defeated on Friday May 26 
by Hamiota Red Sox, 6 – 4. 

On May 29, the Comets played Boissevain and 
couldn’t generate enough runs for the win, scoring 3 
and stranding 8. Ryan Shaw doubled. Jace Wareham 
had a couple of singles, Layton Veitch, Gerald Kuculym 
and Shayne Wiebe each singled. Scott Beever took the 

The Oak River Dodgers have played two games this 
season and they have two wins!

Both games took place on the road. On Wednesday, 
May 24, they played the Reston Rockets winning with 
3 runs to 0. On Monday, May 29, they went to Virden 
to defeat the Oilers with 7 runs to 4. 

The Dodgers will play their first home game on Sun-
day, June 4 at 6pm against the Boissevain Centennials. 

Rivers Comets had two more 
games this past week 

Oak River Dodgers 
have started their 

season

23061ge0

Succulents are plants that have the capacity to store water when it is available and 
then utilize that water when it is not plentiful. They are plants that are adapted to arid 
climates or soil conditions that are not rich in nutrients. They may store water in their 
leaves, stems, roots or other underground storage organs like tuberous roots, corms, bulbs 
or rhizomes. They may also adapt to severe conditions with other growth adaptations.

Succulent plants will often appear different from other plants as they are often fleshy 
in appearance. The shape and arrangement of its leaves determines the type of succulent. 
They may have a waxy, hairy or shiny outer surface that helps them reduce water loss. 
Their root systems are often very close to the surface of the ground allowing them to 
capitalize on small water sources such as dew. They are usually compact, cushion-like, 
columnar or spherical and will often have ribs that enable rapid increases in volume 
during wet seasons. If it is a cactus, the type of cactus the plant is will be 
determined by its stems. Cac- tus stems are typically fluted, 
ribbed or pleated and all cacti will form a modi-
fied nodule called an areole, but succulents 
will not form areoles.  

I n t e r e s t i n g l y enough, the best 
known succulents are cacti. All cacti 
are succulents, but not all succulents 
are cacti. All cacti have spines or modified 
leaf structures but only some succulents will have 
spines. The distinguishing factor between succulents 
with spines and cacti with spines is the grouping of those spines. As mentioned above, 
modified buds or areoles identify cacti as a family that is distinct from other succulents. 
These areoles appear to be small bumps out of which the spines will grow. The areoles 
are actually specialized branches of the cacti. Originally they were aborted branch buds 
with spines that had evolved as vestigial leaves. It is from these areoles that branches and 
even flowers will grow. The saguaro cactus will grow entire new branches from areoles. 
The areoles are arranged in regular patterns that are specific to the species. The bar-
rel cactus will have areoles arranged along the ribs of the cactus, while the Christmas 
cactus only has areoles grouped on the tips and sides of the stems. 

Whether you are growing a cactus or other succulent in your home, the care is often 
fairly similar. Most will appreciate a warm, dry and sunny area in the home.

Cacti are all succulents but 
are all succulents’ cacti?

loss, going the full 7 innings.
The Comets hit the road on Wednesday, May 31 

travelling to Reston to take on the Rockets.
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In front of a near capacity crowd Saturday night in Bran-
don, Manitoba, Aaron Roy (Yellow Grass, Saskatchewan) 
delivered a flawless 2-for-2 performance to win the PBR 

(Professional Bull Riders) Mazergroup Chute Out, the third stop of the 2023 season 
for the elite Canadian Cup Series, presented by Wrangler at The Keystone Centre.

Less than 24 hours after earning his first victory of the season, dominating the Tour-
ing Pro Division event in nearby Winnipeg, Roy climbed aboard Emerald Inn (X6 
Ranch Bucking Cattle/B2 Braithwaite Ranches) in Round 1 inside Westoba Place at 
The Keystone Centre.

In what proved to be a perfect pairing, three-time PBR Canada Champion Roy 
dominated the bull en route to the whistle, marked 85.5 points, the second-best score 
of the round. 

Roy then selected The Remedy (X6 Ranch Bucking Cattle/B2 Braithwaite Ranches) 
as his championship round opponent. 

Professional Bull Riding Elite Cup Series Event in Brandon

Remaining in what seemed to be perfect time with the animal athlete, Roy was initially 
called for a buckoff past the 7.6-second mark, however, quickly challenged the call.

Upon review, Roy was deemed to have made the requisite 8, marked a victory-clinching 
89 points. 

Courtesy of the win, Roy garnered a crucial 116 national points. Chasing his un-
precedented fourth national title this November, Roy is now within 105 points of No. 
1 Jared Parsonage. Three-Time PBR Canada Champion Aaron Roy Wins Elite Cup 
Series Event in Brandon, Manitoba to Catapult to No. 3 in 2023 Title Battle

Jared Parsonage remained No. 1 following the conclusion of the Brandon event, 
where he finished eighth, making history in the process.

Returning to the top of the event leaderboard, Jordan Hansen (Amisk, Alberta) was 
second, taking home 91 national points. 

The 29-year-old surged from No. 31 to No. 9 in the national standings, and is now 
within 188 points of No. 1 Parsonage. 

Third was William Barrows (Foremost, Alberta).
As the final rider to cover both of his draws, Barrows rode Red Coat (X6 Ranch 

Bucking Cattle/Legend Rodeo Stock) for 84.5 points in Round 1, and Positively Bangin 
(Outlaw Buckers Rodeo Corp.) for 85.5 points in the championship round. 

Marking the 22-year-old’s career-best finish on the elite Cup Series, Barrows earned 
67.5 national points. He climbed 16 positions in the Canadian standings, rising from 
No. 29 to No. 13.  

Top 3 PBR Canada Cup Series 
(Round 1-Round 2-Event Aggregate-Event Points)
1. Aaron Roy, 85.5-89-174.50-116 Points.
2. Jordan Hansen, 83.5-89.5-173.00-91 Points.
3. William Barrows, 84.5-85.5-170.00-67.5 Points.

Top 3 2023 PBR Canada National Standings
(Place, Rider, Events, Wins, Top 5’s, Points, Total Winnings)
1. Jared Parsonage, 4, 2, 3, 291.00, $19,845.83
2. Nick Tetz, 5, 1, 2, 189.00, $11,515.36
3. Aaron Roy, 8, 2, 4, 186.00, $14,710.16
The 2023 PBR Canada Sup Series, presented by Wrangler, will next travel to London, 

Ontario, and Budweiser Gardens for the PBR London Classic on Wednesday, May 31. 
Action will get underway at 7 p.m. EDT. 
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