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First stop on the 138th Annual Western Manitoba Milk Run
Oak River Ag Society two-day fair endures a scorcher

Inside...

PHOTOS BY ANNE DAVISON
Atleast eightlawn tractors entered the competition to pull
the sled branded September Commodities G5 Farm Ltd.
Most were better behaved than this fancy tractor. There
were four power classes from 5 HP to 20 HP.

For the Youth Special class, this beautiful black calf is an
entry of Ramsey Land & Cattle. Her name is Dip (her dam is
Chip) and she’s being groomed for Hallie Ramsey to show
in the Youth Special 12 - 17-year-old class. Brother Heston
was also sceduled to show his calf in the 11 & U class.

By Anne Davison
RIVERS BANNER

Despite searing temperatures over 30 degrees, Oak River
Agricultural Society’s two-day fair drew competitors to all
events.

Horse showing began Sunday, July 12 with a Fun Show
followed by a late afternoon Manitoba Gymkhana Rodeo
Association competition that was well attended.

Monday, July 13 was, if anything, even hotter for the light
horse, miniature horse, and cattle classes. Huge industrial
fans were cooling the livestock, although the commercial
cattle were panting in the sun.

BIKE
DONATIONS

Confidence is written all over this young man competing
in the Western Pleasure for riders 12 & U.

11M and her calf 'Patches’ are comfortable in their stall at
Oak River Fair as they await their moment in the sun. The

Speckle Park breed originated in Saskatchewan and was
officially recognized as a distinct breed in 2006. AN N I KA

The Oak River Fire Department sprayed down the sand
ring ahead of equine classes. Competitors wore show attire
despite the heat. Sandy Donald of Brandon judged the light R E c E I v E S

A pet show included a strange assortment of critters in-
cluding a salamander and a large stuffie, and a search for Ex ELLEN E
coins in the grain pile entertained kids.

Within the comfortable sports complex the classes with
plants, fruits and veggies were on show drawing local entries Aw A R D
and contestants from the areaincluding Brandon, Riversand

Kenton. Arts and crafts tables showed off baking, preserves,
art and more - the work of children, teens and adults.

and miniature horses.
The Lawn Tractor Pull, now in its ninth year, was a hit.
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Second Annual Westman PC Golf
Tournament is a Hole in One

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY WAYNE BALCAEN

Colleen Robbins is all smiles with some of the participants of the golf tournament . From left to right:
Jeremy Foidart, Myran Hamm, Jordan Barbeau, Quin Hercina, Paul McBeth, Wayne Balcaen MLA
Brandon West, Colleen Robbins MLA Spruce Woods, Guy Roberts, Riley Balcaen.

BY Beth Mcconne” The Manitoba PC Party
RIVERS BANNER hosted its second annual
Westman PC Golf Tourna-

mentat Oak Island Resort on Wednesday, July 8, bringing
together partymembers,supporters,sponsorsand elected
officialsforafullday of golf, conversation and fundraising.
Registration for golf and dinner was $250, with proceeds
supporting the party. Dinner only tickets were available,
and youth golfers 18 and under received a reduced rate.

The tournament returned to Oak Island Resort after
what organizers described as a very successful first year.
Brandon West MLA Wayne Balcaen, co-chair of the
event, said the location was chosen again because it is a
“premier golf course, and the people are great to work
with.” The resort, known for its 18 hole championship
course, regularly hosts tournaments and community
events. General Manager Des Koop said, “We enjoy being
chosen to host all events.”

-

Ingredients
2 (8 oz) packages fat-free cream
cheese, softened
3 1/2 tbsps prepared horseradish
3 tbsps Dijon mustard
12 (12 inch) flour tortillas
30 spinach leaves, washed with stems
removed
1 1/2 pounds thinly sliced cooked
deli roast beef
8 oz shredded Cheddar cheese

Directions

1. Gather all ingredients.

2. Beatcream cheese, horseradish, and
Dijon mustard together in a bowl
until combined.

3. Spread a thin layer of cream cheese
mixture over each tortilla; evenly
arrange spinach leaves on top.

4. Top with 2 slices roast beef, then

appetizer portions).
7. Enjoy!

LOAST BEEF LICRSERADISE
ROIELEIURS

divide and sprinkle Cheddar cheese on top.

5. Gently roll up tortillas, starting at one end, into tight tubes. Wrap rolls with aluminum
foil or plastic wrap to keep them tight. Refrigerate at least 4 hours.

6. Unwrap rolls as needed; slice into 2 or 3 pieces (or diagonally into 1-inch sections for

~

TheideaforaWestman PCgolftournamentcame from
Balcaen and MLA Doyle Piwniuk, inspired by the Tory
Cupin eastern Manitoba. Theywanted to create a similar
eventforsouthwestern Manitoba, giving supportersin the
region a chance to participate without travelling across
the province. The first tournament came together in just
four to five weeks, and its success encouraged organizers
to bring it back.

This year’s event drew more than 25 sponsors and 116
golfers. Registration began at 10:30 a.m., followed by a
noonshotgunstart. After theround, participantsgathered
foraroastbeefbuffet, awardsand remarksfrom Manitoba
PC Party Leader Obby Khan and other MLAs.

Balcaen said the combination of golf, supper and in-
formal conversation makes the tournament an effective
way to connectwith people from across the region. Unlike
formal meetings, he said the relaxed setting allows sup-
porters to spend meaningful time with elected officials
while strengthening the party’s presence in Westman.

Allsix Westman MLAsattended: Wayne Balcaen, Jodie
Byram, Rick Wowchuk, Doyle Piwniuk, Colleen Robbins
and Greg Nesbitt. Organizerssaid the tournamentserved
not only as a fundraiser, but also as a social gathering
and networking opportunity for people involved in local
politics, business and community life.

Balcaen said the event gives supporters a chance to
connect directly with MLAs. “It is all about the cama-
raderie and positive interactions,” he said. MLA Colleen
Robbins echoed the sentiment, calling it “wonderful,
couldn’t have been better.” MLA Greg Nesbitt was at the
fifth hole trying to give away a free quad to anyone that
got a hole-in-one, but unfortunately, no one was success-
ful. He said, “They had a lot of fun trying though.” He
also added his thanks for his colleagues, Wayne, Colleen,
Doyle, and Jodie for putting in the work. He said, “I can’t
thank them enough.” Khan added, “The 2nd annual PC
Westman Golf Tournament was a huge success. In just its
second year it showed an increase of 30 golfers, with more
sponsorships and money raised for the party. Grass roots
membersand supporterslikeyouarewhatmake this party
and events like this so special. I want to thank everyone
who came out and supported a great day of golf and the
PC party. Thank you to the amazing staff at Oak Island
Resort & Golf for hosting us. Events like this would not
be possible with the amazing work of the committee and
volunteers. Thank you. I can’t wait to see everyone again
next year. Thank you, Westman region.”

Asthefinalscoreswere talliedand thelastcartsreturned
to the clubhouse, one thing was clear: the tournament
continues to grow in excitement and impact.
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Heritage Co-op celebrates returning $3.77 million to members

SUBMITTED PHOTO

This annual return is more than just a cheque; it's a celebration of what can be achieved when communities come together to support a business they own.

By Leanne DeVliegere
HERITAGE Co-0P CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Minnedosa, MB —July 16, 2026 — It’s one of the

mostanticipated moments of the year for Heritage
Co-op members: patronage cheques have begun
arriving in mailboxesacross the region, returning
$3.77 million in cash and equity to the people who
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help make the co-operative strong: its members.

This annual return is more than just a cheque;
it’s a celebration of what can be achieved when
communities come together to support a business
they own.

“Sharing our success with members is at the
heart of what it means to be a co-operative,” said
Leanne DeVliegere, CEO of Heritage Co-op.
“Every purchase, every visit, and every interaction
helps build something bigger, and patronage is
how we say thank you.”

The return follows another strong year for
Heritage Co-op, with $280 million in sales and
$8.1 million reinvested into local facilities, equip-
ment, and digital systems. These investments help
ensure the co-op continues to grow while staying
rooted in the communities it serves.

“Patronage does not happen by chance,” DeV-
liegere added. “It comes from people doing the
right things every day and creating a place that
members choose because they know they’ll find
real value. It’s something we can all take pride in.”

For members, the benefit is both immediate
and long-term. The cash portion provides a wel-
come boost this summer, while the equity portion
remains invested in the co-operative, growing
relative to the member’s annual spend. Eligible
members can apply for equity to be paid out in a
lump sum at age 65, providing meaningful value
later in life.

For Heritage Co-op, it’salso amoment to reflect
on what makes the co-operative unique.

“We’re a different kind of business,” said Brad
Ross, Board President. “We’re owned by the people
we serve, and the profits stay local, reinvested in
our communities and returned to our members.
That’s what makes patronage so meaningful.”

Aschequesbegin to arrive over the coming days,
Heritage Co-op extends its sincere thanks to its
members, team members, and communities for
their continued support — because this success
truly belongs to all of you.
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funeka

By Chad Carpenter

Sitting in a memory chair

unday evening, my wife Chris-
S tine was in the living room

watching T'V. Irealizeditwould
be unfair to ask her to not watch a
TV show while I have a quiet spot to
write so Il moved my laptop to the back
room of our house. I had to clear a bit
of path as, yes, we do have a lot stuff
in our home.
At the farthest back point of the
room sits an antique oak desk with a
fold down front. It has been with our
family for more years than I have been
alive. It belonged to my Grandfather
McFadyen, my mum’s father. My
Grandfather McFadyen died in 1932
and thatwas 16 yearsbefore Iwasborn.
I am not sure how long before that he
owned the drop leaf desk. It used to
have many story books on the bottom
shelf. Ones I remember included the
carly 1940s Dave Dawson and Freddy
Farmer World war Il adventure books.
Tamalsosittingin grandfather’s chair
where I am told he sat and listened to
Gaelicmusicrecordsashelongedtore-
turn to the Isle of Tiree. His daughter,
my Aunt Jean went to Tiree long after
grandpa’s death and thought Tiree
was a bit sparse and said she couldn’t
understand why he would want to go
back. My grandparents were also from
Edinburgh and they came to Ontario,
and later to Wapella, Saskatchewan.
They farmed there for a short while
and thatis where my mother was born
in 1911. A few years later, they moved
to Winnipeg and grandpa worked as
the carctaker at the Somerset block
on Portage Avenue. That building is
still in use and is immediately east of
the Canada Life Centre, home of the
WinnipegJets. Thavein my possession,
a reference document for Grandpa
McFadyen, signed by many of the
Somerset block tenants from the early
1900s to 1920’s.

GCENTRE
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KEN W ADDELL

The old desk I am sitting at has
some memorabilia in it, but not from
grandpa but a bit more recent past.
There are some of our grandchildren’s
pictures and there’s a faded cushion
cover from the Royal Winnipeg Rifles
Regiment where my dad served in
World War II. There’s a hospital ID
tab from my brother’s birth in 1938.
A Town of Neepawa hat pin from the
centennial in 1983. There’s a Royal
Winnipeg Rifles hat badge or at least
I think that’s what it is.

All this leads me up to some poign-
ant moments in our family history.
My mother died at age 75 in 1986.
Some months later, my dad was in a
contemplative mood and I said. “You
miss mum don’t you? He said he did
and that they had been together 54
years. And then he said something
that struck me as strange. “She has a
baby brother buried out on the farm
at Wapella.” I stored that memory up
and after dad died, and I was visiting
Aunt Jean, I told her the baby brother
story. She had no idea and was taken
aback. People in those days didn’t
always talk about such things. Shortly
after the baby’s death it seems, they
left the farm and came to Winnipeg.
On Dad’s side, he toolost a brother, an
eight year old, and very shortly after
that, the familyleft Christieville, Que-
bec and moved to Emo, Ontario and
then to Winnipeg. It’s an interesting

similarity of events that brought both
families to Winnipeg after the death
of a child.
What does all this mean? Not a lot I
guess, except to say that life goes on
untilitstops. Iam sure the families both
grieved in their own way. A lot of time
haspassed since my grandparents from
bothsides came to Winnipeg, both very
much working class men and stay at
home wives, as most people were in
those days and the intervening years.
I'have written alot of this information
into a family history booklet. The
1900s, especiallypriorto 1960 brought
some hard times. Breakingland, harsh
road conditions, especially in winter.
Two world wars and the Korean war
served up huge doses of grief and
hardship. We all need to honour our
parentsand grandparentsandIadmire
those who have written up the many
community history books, we have a
dozen or more on our shelves and refer
to them every week. We stand on the
shoulders of giants even if some of our
ancestors were slight in stature. They
were great men and women who, for
the most part served their families,
their communities and their countries
very well. May they rest in peace and
be well remembered.

Dusclaimer: The views expressed in this
column are the writer’s personal views and
are not to be taken as being the view of the

Banner & Press staff.
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RITA FRIESEN

Summer days...

t’s been a while since the weather has been quite
Iso warm, or is my memory lapsing? These two
warm days had me recalling the hot summer days
of my youth. Remember when we didn’t wear hats and
sunscreen and never carried water bottles everywhere/
anywhere we went? Remember when we didn’t have an
air conditioned cab on the tractor or any farm imple-
ment? Remember when there was the farm dugout to
cool off in after square baling clover? The same dugout
the cattle drank and defecated in? And now you know
that I was a farm girl way back in the fifties and sixties!
I truly would not change the education and deter-
mination that those early yearsinstilled in me. Looking
back I am also grateful that I didn’t have a brother.
If there had been a male heir I would never have had
the privilege of being the ‘outside’ girl. My older sister
excelled in cooking and baking — homemaking. My
younger than me sister excelled in being the princess
— dad said it was a sad home that didn’t have one child
that was ‘to the manor born! And my youngest sister,
eleven years my junior, was all the youngest should be!
Working in the farm yard and the fields allowed me
opportunities that I still appreciate.

Those summer days...fencing through the slough,
mosquitoes big enough to carry one off and I don’t
remember bug spray. It was collar up, cuffs down and
pants tucked into the socks. It was staples bouncing
when I tried to hammer them into an oak fence post. It
was digging post holes and tamping the earth solid to
ensure stability. Some of the posts were treated poplar
from trees that had been cut down, cutinto lengths that
were stripped of their bark and soaked in a bluestone
solution in a tank. Usually the fam dog accompanied
dad and I on those forays.

Those summer days...I know the square baler was a
giant step forward from loose hay and straw. For a few
years dad and I custom baled. Sometimes he drove the
8N and I managed the sled, and sometimes we switched
off. Two planks joined at the front by a cross bar, capable
of carrying eight or twelve bales - eight for alfalfa or
clover, and twelve for straw- and the one one the sled
used a solid crow bar to impale the soil in front of the
pile of bales,and the bales slid off as the unit advanced.
And then you did that over, and over and over again!
Hauling them home and stacking them was all a part
of haying, all hot and heavy work!

Those summer days...they weren’t all tough slugging.
There was the Carman Fair. And as a member of the
Graysville 4-H Sheep Club, achievement day was a
highlight. There was competition for judging the qual-
ity of a fleece and the beauty of the beast. One learned
what the judges wanted and you worked to win. Both
in show and judging. There was a massive commun-
ity 4--H parade, and while gathered in the infield we
were treated to hot dogs, pop, and dixie cups. High
adventure for the time!

Yep, staying inside and staying cool offers time for
reflection!
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Bikes sent to bless kids

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON
Members of Hamiota’s Cornerstone youth group unload bicycles and lined them up at the church to be donated.

By Anne Davison
RIVERS BANNER

Thursday, July 2, Hamiota pastor,
Orland Usick drew up to Cornerstone
Family Worship Centre towing a flat
deck load of bicycles.

When the shipment of 40 used and
reconditioned bicycles was made avail-
able, Usick knew they’d find awelcome.
And they did. Usick said, “These are
free, good used higher quality bikes
like Norco and Kuwahara.”

The bikes arrived on a truck at Oak
River and Pastor Usick unpacked the
40, re-attached pedalsand tightened up
parts before hauling them into town.

Upon the arrival in town, members
of the youth group that he works with
converged on the bicycles, doing the
heavy lifting, to unload the bikes. Al-
most every bike found a home within
the day.

“I was really surprised how many
ordinary hard-working parents’ kids’
don’t have bikes,” said the pastor.

A charity from Victoria, B.C. -
Compassion Resources in Warehouse
(CRW) - sent the container of bicycles
to Manitoba to be used as a blessing in
communities where pastors would take
on the distribution.

CRW is a registered Canadian char-
ity based in Victoria, B.C. Since 1999,
volunteers have collected, processed,
packaged and shipped a variety of do-
nated goods and equipment to respon-
sible charities and other groupsaround
the world. The goods are distributed
free of charge to provide opportunity
and hope.

Bodacious

We have been watching
the Calgary Stampede
events on television this
pastweek and we are enjoy-
ingallthe events. Thereare
a lot of amazing cowgirls
and cowboys taking part
in this year’s Stampede.
Anything from calf rop-
ing to barrel racing, steer
wrestling, calf roping, bull
riding, bronc riding and,
of course, wild pony riding
featuring theyouthand the
chuckwagon races. It got
me thinking about a bull
from the past, a hard ass
bull that just did not like
to be ridden, Bodacious.

Bodaciouswasan Amer-
ican bucking bull. He was
known throughout the
rodeo world as the most
dangerous bull to ride.
He was also known as the

greatest bull ever to buck.

In1994and 1995 hewon
thebuckingbulloftheyear
award. Bodaciouswasborn
in 1988 on the Merrick
Ranch in Oklahoma. He
was a unique yellow colour
which really distinguished
him from other bulls. Bo-
dacious was attempted to
be ridden 135 times. Few
were able to stay on for the
8seconds required to geta
time recorded.

‘What made him so dif-
ficult to ride was thatwhen
Bodacious came out of the
chute he would buck for-
wardwith allhismightand
then throw his head back
thus smashing it back into
the rider’s face. Of course,
when he bucked the rider
would be forced to come
forward.

TuffHedemanwhorode
him four times experi-
enced Bodacious bucking
and throwing his head
back to the pointone even-
inghesufferedagruesome
injury. He hit his face on
the head of the bull and
every major bone in his
facewasbroken. Hedeman
went through 2 surgeries
having titanium plates
installed into his face. His
face was so swollen that his
own son did notrecognize
him.

On another night Scott
Breding drew Bodacious
and Scott wore a hockey
face mask. In less than 4
seconds Bodaciousbucked
and threw his head back
and fractured Scott’s left
eye socket and cheek-
bone, broke his nose and
knocked himunconscious.
They literally had to pick
the mask out of his face!

Bodacious was one of
the toughest bulls ever to
be ridden and only few
succeeded.

Bubba Dunn was the
first to ride him for 8
seconds. Clint Branger,
Terry Don West, Greg
Schlosser, Legs Stevenson
and Tuft Hedeman were
the only others to ride
successfully. Remember
135 other riders tried to

Bodacious the Bull.

ride him.
TuffHedemanwhorode
him in Long Beach had a

FILEPHOTO

near perfect score of 95.
Bodacious died in 2000
from afootdisease, but the

legacy of this bull will last
forever. Bodaciouswasthat
good of a bucking bull!
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4-H FAT STOCK SHOW & SALE
THANK YOU

The members, leaders and families of the Erickson, Neepawa and Rapid City 4-H Beef Clubs wish to extend sincere appreciation to all
of the buyers and bidders for their outstanding support of our 2026 4-H Beef Inter-Club Sale, held in Neepawa on Wednesday, July 1.

4-H MEMBER BUYER
Quinn Sawchuk Mazergroup Neepawa
Ryler van Meijl Integra Tire

Swayzie Bootsman
Kendra Hinsburg

Benson Bootsman (P)

Tristan Rea

Breelee Bootsman
Jessica Robins
Kate Hinsburg
Braxtyn Usunier
Chet Woychyshyn
Brant Woychyshyn
Colter Kostenchuk
Caden Kostenchuk
Thomas Baraniuk
Rebecca Baraniuk
Easton Paterson (M)
Easton Paterson (P)
Averi Jury

Kooper Jury
Summer Sawchuk
Aspen Emerson

Minnedosa Insurance
Minnedosa Veterinary Clinic
TIC Parts & Service Ltd.
Mark Keller

Penno’s Machining & Mfg.Ltd
Valleyview Ag Services
Minnagro

Bray Farms

Enns Brothers

Ken Beatty Farms Ltd.
Kulbacki Seeds Ltd.

Rob Smith & Son

Craig Pearson/Jonco Farms
Rocky Mountain Equipment
DAM Cattle Buyers Ltd
DAM Cattle Buyers Ltd
Heather Todoruk

Gill & Schmall Agencies
Stride Credit Union

Joey & Kendra Bootsman

Grand Champion Steer & Best Homegrown Steer
Quinn Sawchuk - Neepawa

Cattle Show Judge: Andrew Kopeechuk; Show Marshalls: Tim Baker,
Cora Baker & Shayla Woychyshyn; Show Ringpeople: Carson Baker,
Madisyn Robertson and Rachel Chemerika; Announcer: Blaine Huston;
Photographer: Laura Horner, Prairie Pistol Designs; Show Clerk:
Dalyse Robertson; Caterer: Cut-Rite Meats (Ed & Heather Lavich),
Carberry; Stall Judge: Bob Durston; Facility: Ken Dalgliesh & Justin
Cicholski, Stride Exibition Grounds

Assisting with the sale of steers:
Auctioneer: Tyler Slawinski; Ringmen: Blaine Huston & Brad Delgaty;
Cut-Rite Meats, Carberry; Gladstone Auction Mart; DAM Cattle Buyers,
Doug Mowat; Southside Meats

Platinum Sponsors
CAMO Cattle Co.; Cut-Rite Meats (Carberry); Dairy Queen Neepawa;
E&K Kostenchuk Ltd.; Greenbush Angus; Hardrock Land & Cattle
Co. Ltd,; Heritage Co-op; JMJ Performance Diesel; Joey & Kendra
Bootsman & Family; Maple Lake Stock Farms; Neepawa-Gladstone
Co-op; Neepawa Banner & Press; Penno’s Machining & Manufacturing
Ltd.; Prairie Tractor Inc.; Rempel Backhoe & Gravel Ltd.; Richardson
Pioneer (Minnedosa); Ritchie Bros.; Royal Canadian Legion Ladies —
Neepawa; Stride Credit Union (Neepawa); Westward Ford Neepawa,
Wheat City Cowtown

4-H MEMBER
Sveinna Bjarnarson
Keegan Dyke

Ava Raddysh
Rachelle Madill
Hailey Klassen
Sadie Sawchuk (P)
Hannah Tibbett
Morgan Dyke
Zane Finlay (M)
Zane Finlay (P)

BUYER

Wheatcity Cowtown

Harris Pharmacy

Ag West

Kulbacki AG Supply
Neepawa Veterinary Clinic
MNP LLP

Spring Hill Colony Farms Ltd.
TIC Parts & Service Ltd.
Adam Mowat

DAM Cattle Buyers Ltd

Special Thank You to Supporters of the Neepawa 4-H Fat
Stock Association Scholarship & Cow Paddy Bingo Buyers:
Mitch Hutton; John’s Electric/Kerrie Butler; Buy the Beef Bull Sale;
Nugent Family; Erickson Beef Club; Foggy Mountain Farms;
Raymond Bazinet; Bootsman Family; Shane Saler Trucking;
Jury Farms; Sunrise Credit Union; Lisa Andrews, BDO;
John Gillan; Neepawa Vet Clinic; Neepawa Beef Club;

Ryan Smith; Northstar Insurance

Cow Paddy Bingo winners Keith & Debbie Jury, longtime
supporters of our program, graciously donated their $2,900 in
winnings back to the scholarship fund.

Reserve Grand Champion Steer & High Gaining Steer

Ryler van Meijl - Rapid City

Gold Sponsors
AgChieve; Horner Cattle Co.; Kinley Thomspon Chartered Accountants
Inc.; Mar-Dee Enterprises (Neepawa); KCH Cattle Co.; Rainkie’s
Sewage; Raymond Bazinet; Redferns (Neepawa/Minnedosa)

Silver Sponsors
Celtic Power & Machining; Clare Larson Memorial (Erickson 4-H Club);
Gladstone Veterinary Clinic; JAS Red Angus (Jason & Leslie McLaren);
Hedley Livestock; Kulbacki Ag Supply; Little Valley Livestock; McManus
Simmentals (Minnedosa); Midnight Metalworks (Minnedosa); Minnagro;
P. Baker Backhoe; Porrock Repair Service; Municipality of North
Cypress-Langford; Rob Smith & Son Backhoe & Trucking

Bronze Sponsors
Archie McNair Memorial; Beautiful Plains Ag Society; CCWG (Brandon);
D & G Enterprises (Franklin);
Lois Thompson-Hudon Memorial — FCC Neepawa; Keystone Simmental
Association

The winner of $2608 in our Progressive 50/50 Draw was Tara
Fulton, Gladstone.
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Erickson, Neepawa & Rapid City Clubs 4-H Fat Stock Show Results

The interclub show and sale is comprised of forty-
two members from Erickson, Neepawa & Rapid City
4-H Beef Clubs.

Stall Competition: 1. Erickson; 2. Neepawa; 3.
Rapid City

Adult Grooming: 1. Hailey Klassen (N)

Senior Grooming Split 1: 1. Kate Hinsburg (R);

2. Sveinna Bjarnarson (N); 3. Quinn Sawchuk (N);
4. Morgan Dyke (N); 5. Zane Finlay (N)

Senior Grooming Split 2: 1. Kendra Hinsburg (R);
2. Averi Jury (N); 3. Tristin Rea (R); 4. Keegan Dyke
(N); 5. Easton Paterson (E)

Senior Grooming Champion (Sponsored by
Neepawa Vet Clinic & Beautiful Plains Ag
Society): Kendra Hinsburg

Intermediate Grooming (Sponsored by JMJ
Performance Diesel Ltd.): 1.Summer Sawchuk
(N); 2. Kaleb Brown (R); 3. Sadie Sawchuk (N);

4. Ava Raddysh (N); 5. Kooper Jury (N); 6. Rachelle
Madill (N); 7. Thomas Baraniuk (E)

Intermediate Grooming Champion:

Summer Sawchuk

Junior Grooming Split 1: 1. Swayzie Bootsman
(R); 2. Benson Bootsman (R); 3. Aspen Emerson
(N); 4. Hannah Tibbett (N); 5. Raelynn Gemby (E);
6. Zoey Sytnyk (E); 7. Caden Kostenchuk (E);

8. Thomas Baraniuk (E)

Junior Grooming Split 2: 1. Lakelyn Brown (R); 2.
Breelee Bootsman (R); 3. Chet Woychyshyn (E); 4.
Colter Kostenchuk (E); 5. Ryler van Meijl (E);

6. Jessica Robins (R)

Junior Grooming Champion: (Sponsored by Lois
Thompson-Hudon Memorial FCC Neepawa):
Swayzie Bootsman (R)

Cloverbud Grooming Split 1: 1. Jessa Switzer (R);
2. Brant Woychyshyn (E); 3. Tate Woychyshyn (E);
4. Leo Kostenchuk (E)

Cloverbud Grooming Split 2: 1. Ensley Bootsman
(R); 2. Kashton van Meijl (R); 3. Braxtyn Usunier (R)
Cloverbud Grooming Split 3: 1. Elijah Ginter (E);
2. Oaklyn Jury (N); 3. Taci Gilchrist (R)

Cloverbud Grooming Champion (Sponsored by
Erickson 4-H Beef Club): Ensley Bootsman (R)
Adult Showmanship: 1. Hailey Klassen (N)
Senior Showmanship Split 1: 1. Quinn Sawchuk
(N); 2. Kate Hinsburg (R); 3. Zane Finlay (N);

4. Sveinna Bjarnarson (N); 5. Morgan Dyke (N)
Senior Showmanship Split 2: 1. Kendra Hinsburg
(R); 2. Averi Jury (N); 3. Tristin Rea (R); 4. Keegan
Dyke (N); 5. Easton Paterson (E)

Senior Showmanship Champion (Sponsored by
Rapid City 4-H Beef Club): Kendra Hinsburg
Intermediate Showmanship (Sponsored by
Petro-Canada Farm Center, operated by Mar-Dee
Enterprises, Neepawa): 1. Summer Sawchuk (N);
2. Kooper Jury (N); 3. Ava Raddysh (N); 4. Rachelle
Madill (N); 5. Kaleb Brown (R); 6. Sadie Sawchuk
(N); 7. Rebecca Baraniuk (E)

Junior Showmanship Split 1: 1. Aspen Emerson
(N); 2. Hannah Tibbett (N); 3. Benson Bootsman
(R); 4. Swayzie Bootsman (R); 5. Caden
Kostenchuk (E); 6. Zoey Sytnuk (E); 7. Thomas
Baraniuk (E); 8. Raelynn Gemby (E)

Junior Showmanship Split 2: 1. Ryler van Meijl
(R); 2. Breelee Bootsman (R); 3. Lakelyn Brown (R);
4. Jessica Robins (R); 5. Chet Woychyshyn (E);

6. Colter Kostenchuk (E)

Junior Showmanship Champion (Archie McNair
Memorial Trophy — Beautiful Plains Ag Society):
Ryler van Meijl (R)

Cloverbud Showmanship Split 1: 1. Brant
Woychyshyn (E); 2. Leo Kostenchuk (E); 3. Jessa
Switzer (R); 4. Tate Woychyshyn (E)

Cloverbud Showmanship Split 2: 1. Ensley
Bootsman (R); 2. Kasthon van Meijl (R)

Cloverbud Showmanship Split 3: 1. Oaklyn Jury
(N); 2. Elijah Ginter (R); 3. Taci Gilchrist (R)
Cloverbud Showmanship: (Penno’s Machining &
Manufacturing Ltd): Ensley Bootsman (R)

Overall Champion Showperson (Sponsored by
Beautiful Plains Ag Society): Kendra Hinsburg (R)
Group of Three Competition

Steers: 1. Rapid City; 2. Neepawa; 3. Erickson
Heifers: 1. Neepawa,; 2. Rapid City; 3. Erickson
Team Grooming Competition (Sponsored by
Greenbush Angus & Hardrock Land & Cattle Co.
Ltd.) Judged by Carson Baker, Cora Baker &
Madisyn Robertson: 1. Quinn Sawchuk; Thomas
Baraniuk; Tate Woychyshyn; 2. Averi Jury, Raelynn
Gemby, Brant Woychyshyn; 3. Kendra Hinsburg,

Hannah Tibbett, Braxtyn Usunier; 4. Sveinna
Bjarnarson, Swayzie Bootsman, Colter Kostenchuk;
5. Keegan Dyke, Lakelyn Bootsman, Zoey Sytnyk;
6. Kate Hinsburg, Aspen Emerson, Oaklyn Jury;

7. Hailey Klassen, Kaleb Brown, Caden Kostenchuk;
8. Kooper Jury, Benson Bootsman, Taci Gilchrist;

9. Morgan Dyke, Jessica Robbins, Chet
Woychyshyn; 10. Rachelle Madill, Trisin Rea, Elijah
Ginter; 11. Summer Sawchuk, Breelee Bootsman,
Jessa Switzer; 12. Zen Finlay, Ryler van Meijl, Leo
Kostenchuk; 13. Ava Raddysh, Rebecca Baraniuk,
Kashton van Meijl; 14. Easton Paterson, Sadie
Sawchuk, Ensley Bootsman.

Beginning Beef Project (Sponsored by D & G
Enterprises, Franklin, Joey & Kendra Bootsman
& Family and Stride Credit Union)

Champion: Jessa Switzer (R);

Reserve Champion: Tate Woychyshyn (E)

3. Brant Woychyshyn (E); 4. Leo Kostenchuk (E)
Angus Yearling Heifers (Sponsored by
Brookside Angus — Derrick Pilatic, Brookdale &
Stride Credit Union)

Split 1: 1. Ensley Bootsman (R); 2. Aspen Emerson
(N); 3. Benson Bootsman (R);4. Elijah Ginter (R);

5. Morgan Dyke (N)

Split 2: 1. Averi Jury (N); 2. Keegan Dyke (N);

3. Jessa Switzer (R); 4. Hannah Tibbett (N)
Champion: Ensley Bootsman (R); Reserve
Champion: Averi Jury (N)

Simmental Yearling Heifers (Sponsored by
Neepawa Veterinary Clinic Ltd. & Stride Credit
Union)

Split 1: 1. Kooper Jury (N); 2. Swayzie Bootsman
(R); 3. Kaleb Bootsman (R); 4. Taci Gilchrist (R);

5. Rebecca Baraniuk (E)

Split 2: 1. Kate Hinsburg (R); 2. Sveinna Bjarnarson
(N); 3. Tristin Rea (R); 4. Chet Woychyshyn (E);

5. Summer Sawchuk (N); 6. Thomas Baraniuk (E)
Spilt 3: 1. Kendra Hinsburg (R); . Kashton van Meijl
(R); 3. Ryler van Meijl (R); 4. Quinn Sawchuk (N);
5. Sadie Sawchuk (N); 6. Rachelle Madill (N)
Champion: Kendra Hinsburg (R);

Reserve Champion: Kate Hinsburg (R)

All Other Breeds Yearling Heifers (Sponsored by
Midnight Metalworks, Minnedosa & Stride Credit
Union)

Champion: Hailey Klassen (N);

Reserve Champion: Raelynn Gemby (E)

3. Braxtyn Usunier (R); 4. Zoey Sytnyk (E)

4-H Progeny Female Class (Sponsored by
McManus Simmentals & Stride Credit Union)
Champion: Kendra Hinsburg (R);

Reserve Champion: Kate Hinsburg (R)

3. Quinn Sawchuk (N); 4. Leo Kostenchuk (E);

5. Summer Sawchuk (N); 6. Sadie Sawchuk (N);

7. Colter Kostenchuk (E); 8. Breelee Bootsman (R)
Best Homegrown Yearling Heifer (Sponsored

by Chicken Chef, Neepawa & KCH Cattle Co.):
Kendra Hinsburg (R)

Grand Champion Yearling Heifer (Sponsored by
Clare Larson Memorial, donated by Erickson 4-H
Club; Neepawa Banner & Press; Stride Credit
Union Neepawa): Kendra Hinsburg (R)

Reserve Grand Champion Yearling Heifer
(Gladstone Veterinary Clinic & Stride Credit
Union — Neepawa): Ensley Bootsman (R)
Two-Year Old Females with own calf at foot
(Hedley Livestock & Stride Credit Union —
Neepawa; Minnagro)

Split 1: 1. Elijah Ginter (R); 2. Keegan Dyke (N);

3. Sveinna Bjarnarson (N); 4. Sadie Sawchuk (N)
Split 2: Kate Hinsburg (R); 2. Summer Sawchuk
(N); 3. Chet Woychyshyn (E); 4. Rachelle Madill (N)
Champion: Kate Hinsburg (R);

Reserve Champion: Elijah Ginter (R)

Supreme Champion Female Class: Champion
(JAS Red Angus — Neepawa & Stride Credit
Union — Neepawa): Kate Hinsburg (R)

Reserve Champion (Horner Cattle Company &
Stride Credit Union — Neepawa): Elijah Ginter (R)

Keystone Simmental Association Award
(presented to the highest gaining Simmental
influence steer): Ryler van Meijl at 3.36 Ibs per day
Market Steer Classes (Stride Credit Union)

Split 1 (974 Ibs to 1268 Ibs): 1. Chet Woychyshyn
(E); 2. Braxyn Usunier (R); 3. Morgan Dyke (N);

4. Caden Kostenchuk (E); 5. Hannah Tibbett (N);

6. Zane Finlay (N); 7. Easton Paterson (E)

Split 2 (1273 Ibs to 1376 Ibs): 1. Keegan Dyke (N);

2. Brant Woychychyn (E); 3. Jessica Robins (R); 4.
Kate Hinsburg (R); 5. Aspen Emerson (N);

6. Thomas Baraniuk (E); 7. Colter Kostenchuk (E)
Split 3 (1377 Ibs to 1470 Ibs): 1. Ryler van Meijl
(R); 2. Swayzie Bootsman (R); 3. Tristin Rea (R);

4. Rebecca Baraniuk (E); 5. Kooper Jury (N); 6.
Hailey Klassen (N); 7. Ava Raddysh (N)

Split 4 (1487 Ibs to 1631 Ibs): 1. Quinn Sawchuk
(N); 2. Averi Jury (N); 3. Kendra Hinsburg (R);

4. Summer Sawchuk (N); 5. Sveinna Bjarnarson
(N); 6. Breelee Bootsman (R); 7. Rachelle Madill (N)
Progeny Steer (steers born to a former 4-H heifer
project 1040 Ibs to 1440 Ibs): 1. Sadie Sawchuk
(N); 2. Benson Bootsman (R); 3. Easton Paterson
(E); 4. Zane Finlay (R)

Best Homegrown Steer Class (Hardrock Land &
Cattle Co. Ltd.): Quinn Sawchuk (N)

Grand Champion Market Steer (Neepawa-
Gladstone Co-op Ltd., Neepawa Banner & Press,
& Stride Credit Union — Neepawa):

Quinn Sawchuk (N)

Reserve Grand Champion Market Steer
(Heartland Livestock Services Virden & Stride
Credit Union — Neepawa): Ryler van Meijl (R)

Supreme Champion Female &
Champion Two-Year Old Female - Kate Hinsburg

Reserve Champion Female &
Reserve Champion Two-Year Old - Elijah Ginter

Team Grooming Champions
Quinn Sawchuk, Neepawa; Thomas Baraniuk &
Tate Woychyshyn, Erickson

Grand Champion Yearling Heifer
& Best Homegrown Heifer - Kendra Hinsburg
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Music in the park - Kenton Bandstand

PHOTO BY GERRY NOLAN

Rollin and Tumblin perform on the Kenton Bandstand stage. Members John Finnie, Elaine Rawlings, Penny Dixon, Ross Mathison and Vaughn Wilson

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

On Thursday, July 9 the Kenton Band Stand was
once again the place to be on a beautiful sunshiny
evening. I was a little late in getting to the stage
that evening for the beginning of the evening, so
I missed out on the earlier entertainment. I was
however entertained by the music group Rollin and

Tumblin. Rollin and Tumblin are alocal band from
Kenton and area who play some good old rock and
roll music. They played and sang songs that brought
back some great memories! Thank you, guys and
dolls, for doing such a great job! Word had it that
around 70 people showed up so thank you to all
that came out to support the band stand evening.

The band stand will be silent this Thursday as
the Harding State Fair takes place on Friday. Be

sure to follow the updates on social media as there
is more great entertainment coming soon. I had a
quick visit with Tricia Turner. Between Tricia and
Danny Turner and Henry Wilson who keep doing
the leg work etc. thank you for putting in the time
and effort from getting it started and running
throughout the summer. Mark it on your calendar,
Thursday evening in Kenton at the band stand for
some music for your enjoyment!

Royal Canadian Legion Celebrates 100 Years

By Catherine Bewski
VP Oak LAKE BRANCH #79 LEGION

This July marks the 100th anniversary of the Royal
Canadian Legion in Canada and for our Oak Lake
Branch #79. Our task is to ensure that veterans are
not forgotten, and to that end we hope to share with
you a picture of the veteran of today. When we think
veterans, we often envision grey haired old men with
canes and medals pinned to their suits. The Great
Wars were fought long ago and the soldiers of those
wars are hard to find in this millennia. Our country
hasnotbeen atwar for many decades; instead our role
is as peacekeepers that protect people of the world
during crisis. Our veterans have a different experi-
ence today which we would like to share through an
interview with Oak Lake resident, Legion member,
and veteran, Brent Ferris.

Q: Good morning, Brent. Could you tell us how
long you served with the Canadian military?

A: TIserved 37 years in total; 27 with the Navy and
10 in the Air Force.

Q: Tell us about your military background and
where you served.

A: T joined the Navy in 1980 in Toronto. I ended
up in Nova Scotia where I trained as a marine en-
gineer. I spent two years in Halifax training on the
ship HMCS Algonquin. My first deployment was to
the Falkland Islands for observation and support.
I've been all around the eastern seaboard of North
America, in Europe, and in Africa. During the Gulf
war I was on HMCS Huron in the Sea of Aden doing
escort for cargo ships, as well as tours in Gaza, Egypt,
and the Mediterranean. I spent time on the Ojibwa
submarine, and served on HMCS Assiniboine, an old
steamer class ship in the Panama Canal and around
North America east coast to west coast. I started div-
ing in 1983 as a ship’s diver. We handled port secur-
ity, ship maintenance, and rescues. I became a dive
master, training other divers and other foreign navies
in Shearwater, NS. I spent time instructing marine
engineers. After 9/11 we implemented a security
force called Force Protection. We organized extra
security for land and marine divisions, developing

protocols for safety.

In 2008 I transferred to the Air Force. Iretrained
as an Aircraft Structures technician. I was stationed
in Cold Lake, AB at Four-Wing Base working on F-18
fighter jets. I retired from there in 2017.

Q: What has military service given to you; how has
it enriched your life?

A:It’s taught me how to be appreciative of what we
have here in Canada. It taught me to believe in myself,
my abilities, and my training. It taught me respect
for other people as well as my brothers in service. I
learned the motto “Ifyou thinkyou can, thenyou can”.

Q: What is one thing about military life that sur-
prised you?

A: The family that you build. Ilived with 232 guys
on one boat. You have to learn to live together and
deal with situations you have never dealt with before.
You get through it together and lean on each other.

Q: Whatdoyouwish more people understood about
veterans and military life?

A: T wish that the Canadian government and the
people of Canada could do even a small portion of
what other countries do for their veterans. Its some-
times a fight to get help
from Veteran Affairs. We
need to do a better job
with our resources, treat-
ments, and assistance for
all veterans.

Q: Is there any way
people can show their
support for veterans in
Canada that would make
adifference in your view?

A: Awareness. People
can get involved with the
Legion, support legion
activities, and be involved
in their communities.

Q: Your best memory
of service and fellow
veterans?

A: In places like Haiti
and Gaza, Canadian

troops were recognized. As Canadians, we are dif-
ferent. People were happy to see us arrive. In places
like Somalia, where they survived in grass huts and
lived in danger and turmoil, we came in with blue
hats on and took the pressure of problems away from
them. They saw us and the smiles appeared. They
knew they were going to be okay.

Q: Do you have any thoughts you'd like to share
with us?

A: For me, I wish young people wold join, or at the
very least be informed of what the military can do
for them. A purpose, a trade, a secure future. You’ll
have no regrets in a military life. Give young people
the opportunity to be aware of what is out there and
pursue a career in the armed forces. What we are
doing in recruitment now is not enough.

We thank you for your long service to this country
and what you have given us. Hopefully people can
take the time to remember what service men and
women have done for Canada and the world, not just
on Remembrance Daybutanytime they meetaveteran
or walk by a Legion. Our doors are open to people
who want to make a difference.
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something that has
already happened and
cannot be changed.
“Curiosity killed the
cat” means being overly
inquisitive can lead you
into a dangerous or
unpleasant situation.
Could also mean being

Istarted alittle volume justrecently
on old sayings and what they mean. I
have had positive comments so I will
continue forabitlonger. Atthe Virden
Empire Advance office the other day,
Lauren asked me what does “Dollars
to donuts” mean? Well just for you
Lauren, Dollars to donuts means that
something is almost completely cer-
tain to happen. Itimplies a figurative
bet where the speaker is so confident
in their predication that they would
gladly wager something of high value
like (hard cash) against something
of little value, (donuts). This phrase
originated in the United States in
the mid 1800s. At that time a dollar
was a significant amount of money,
and a donut was very cheap making
it a sure bet in the speaker’s favour.

“Don’tcry over spilled milk” means
there is no use getting upset over

nosey!

“Rome wasn’t builtin a day” is how
great and meaningful achievements
take time and continuous effort. Like
a lot of tasks, they do not always get
completed in a day.

“More hands make light work” is a
timeless proverb meaning that tasks
become much easier and quicker
when people work together.

“Absence makes the heart grow
fonder”, is a well-known proverb
meaning that being physically separ-
ated from someone you love intensi-
fies your affection and longing for
them. Distance often brings deeper
appreciation for the relationship.

The opposite of thisis, “Familiarity
breeds contempt”. This suggests that
being around someone too often can
cause you to grow tired of them or
focus on their flaws.

Until next time, keep cool!

Visit our website
www.riversbanner.com

MANITOB?

We are currently accepting nominations from farmer members to serve as delegates
on our four crop committees: wheat and barley, corn, sunflower and flax.
Nominations close on Oct. 1, 2026.

Em
e=x To learn more,
visit mbcropalliance.ca

= or scan the QR code

MANITOBA
CROP
ALLIANCE

Help Wanted

Announcement

HANDYMAN
WANTED

Part-time/casual

General shop maintenance
plus shipping/receiving
help.

Flexible hours, ideal for a
retiree.Must be dependable
and have own tools.

McSherry Auction Service
12 Patterson Drive
Stonewall or

(all 204-467-1858

FEMALE PERSONAL
HOME CARE ATTENDANT

No experience required. No manual lifts.
Weekends plus some weekdays.
Minimum 16 hrs./week
Located in Rivers. Starting Wage $23/hr.
Contact Erin or Derrick 204-328-7298

Current Substitutes

For Sale

Cash 4 Coin
Collections!

Gy (e

Also BUYING Old
Jewelry, Nuggets,
Bullion, Gold, Silver,
Platinum, Sterling
Silverware, Franklin
Mint sets, Royal
Canadian Mint Coins,
pre 1937 Paper
Money, old coins,
numismatists, Rare
Coins, Silver Coins,
Gold coins, etc.
Covering Winnipeg & Rural
Manitoba. I drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD:
1-204-904-9705

Substitute

New Applicants

office:

Rolling River School Division
invites applications for
Substitute Teachers

for the 2026-2027 school year

teachers employed
Substitute Teacher contract with Rolling River
School Division in the 2025-2026 school year
must call 204-867-2754, Ext 225 or emalil
shyde@rrsd.mb.ca to reactivate employment
status as a substitute teacher for the
2026-2027 school year.

New applicants must complete an application
package. Applicants must possess a valid
Manitoba Teachers Certificate. Application
packages are available on our Website:
www.rrsd.mb.ca (under link Employment then
Substitute Teaching) or at our administration

Rolling River School Division
36 Armitage Ave
Box 1170
Minnedosa, MB RO0J 1E0
Telephone: (204) 867-2754 Ext. 225

under a

{Cmcna

Power Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

« GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!
Use your LOGO!
Create instant top of
mind awareness
« Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event
« We formatit, to
make it look great!
Starting at $339.00
(includes 45 lines of
space)
« The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers
Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

Manitoba Community Newspaper
Association Province Wide Classifieds

NOTICES

Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein
are the sole responsibility
of the persons or entities
that post the advertise-
ment, and the Manitoba
Community Newspapers
Association and member-
ship do not make any war-
ranty as to the accuracy,
completeness, truthfulness
or reliability of such ad-
vertisements. For greater
information on advertising
conditions, please consult
the Association’s Blanket
Advertising Conditions
on our website at www.
mcna.com.

URGENT PRESS RE-

LEASES - Have a news-
worthyitemtoannounce?
An exciting change in oper-
ations? Though we cannot
guarantee publication,
MCNAwill get the informa-
tion into the right hands for
ONLY $35.00 + GST/HST.
CallMCNA (204) 947-1691
for more information. See
www.mcna.com under the
“Types of Advertising” tab
for more details.

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
GET YOUR MESSAGE
OUTACROSS THEPROV-
INCE! Let us help you
book your blanket clas-
sified Ads across Mani-
toba, and be seen! Your
ad willbe seeninthe MCNA

Member Newspapers, in
over 368,000+ homes in
Manitoba. Please Call
THIS NEWSPAPER NOW
to book, or call MCNA at
(204) 947-1691 for more
details or to book ads. Take
advantage of our great
pricing! MCNA - Manitoba
Community Newspapers
Association. www.mcna.
com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Private mortgage lender.
All real estate types con-
sidered. No credit checks
done. Deal direct with
lender and get quick ap-
proval. (403) 543-0927
www.firstandsecondmort-

Bt

==
=

_small_ads I[N deals

Find something
for the
kid in you,
in the
RIVvERS BANNER

CLASSIFIEDS!

gages.ca
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

BOOK NOW to get your free estimate for all your tree needs.

Call, text, or email. We will ‘go out on a limb’ for you!
Serving Rivers, Brandon, and
surrounding rural communities
for almost 20 years!
Our expert arborists are here to
Hamiota Brandon Birtle provide you with reliable tree care

Killarney  Pilot Mound Deloraine ) _ solutions to enhance the safety
Serving Rivers and area and aesthetics of your yard!

iota— -764- since 1915. idi
Hamlotg 71 Maplg Avg E 204-764-2544 TREE SERV'CES Tree Removal&stu_mp grldl_ng
Brandon—Unit E 2425 Victoria Ave 1-888-726-1995 Phone 204-727-0694 204-761-9777 Professional trimming/pruning
www.brockiedonovan.com - - Land clearing &
www.allianceaccounting.ca www.busybeavertreeservices.ca  property management

Hamiota's Hunt, Miller
& Co. LLP

Robert D. Harrison, Lawyer

204-764-2744 Phone 204-727-8491 or
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 204-328-7540
Dwayne Campbell (Thursdays, 2-5 p.m.) for appointments.

Brittany MacLellan

« Development Services

« Pond & Dugouts <
 Drive/Lane Construction e morle S
+Basoment hapel
* Excavation
* Laser Ditching & Drainage Cherish the Mermories
* Septic Systems locally owned and operated
Rivers, MB ROK 1X0 R 330 - 18th Street North, Brandon, MB R7A 7P3
204-761-8765 * Demolition 204.727.0330
kroegerbackhoe@gmail.com (R memorieschapel.com

Does Facebook support local?

Has your organization ever called
up Facebook and asked them for a
donation fo your cause? Local business
rely on local support to exist.

Box 430, 556-2nd Avenue
Rivers MB, ROK1X0
www.homehardware.ca

Shop local today. 204-328-7570
[ Stewart Endeavors )
WAY-MOR
Gravel - Sand - Stone - End Dump/Belly AGENCIES LTD.
Dump Services - Excavating RIVERS OFFICE: OAK RIVER OFFICE:
. MON - FRI: 9:00 TO 5:00 TUES - FRI: 10:00 TO 3:00
stewartend2015@gmail.com [ELASEEA2-thm)
204-365-0086 201 ;VII:\IN ST, R.IVERS, MB Z)iﬁ%?yERF:bI‘VIIEBST.
Alex Stewart (204) 328-7540 (204) 566-2490

Box 916
: / GET AN INSURANCE QUOTE
\Rivers MB, ROK1XO BEST cHOICE REAL ESTATE BROKER
ONLY $30.00

Rivers CONTACT US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR SPACE! + BST PER WEEK

Banner riversbanner@outlook.com ~ 431-351-1628 when booked for 52

weeks
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S PORTS

SCHMIDT’S ALL-AROUND EXCELLENCE REWARDED

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Rivers’ Annika Schmidt won the Manitoba Building Trades High School “A” Female Athlete of the Year.

By Robin Wark
RIVERS BANNER

] I'1rom one season to the next, Rivers Collegi-

ate’s Annika Schmidt made her mark in four

sports, a remarkable run that culminated in
one of the Manitoba High Schools Athletic Asso-
ciation’s highest individual honours.

The daughter of Jacquie and Rob Schmidt was
recentlynamed the Manitoba Building Trades High
School “A” Female Athlete of the Year. Online rec-
ords of the award date back to 1989, and Schmidt
is the only Rivers Collegiate athlete to win it during
that time.

“It meant a lot to me, and I am very grateful,”
Schmidt said of the award. “Coming from such a
small school and community, it’s really awesome to
have my hard work and dedication recognized. I had
the opportunity to have some of the best coaches
throughout all of my sports seasons, which inspired
me to take sports even more seriously.”

She competed for Rivers in volleyball, basketball,
badminton and track andfield. JeffMaxwell coached
her for four years in volleyball and, at times during
her school career, in basketball and badminton.

“Her greatest strengths are her competitiveness
and work ethic,” Maxwell said. “I don’t believe she
missed a practice in fouryears on the volleyball team.

“Annika thought about and worked on her sports
outside of practices and games. This extra time
spent was evident when she excelled at everything
she did.”

Schmidtcaptained both the volleyball and basket-
ball teamslastseason. She led the Rivershoopssquad
in scoring. On the volleyball court, the libero was a
provincial All-Star, a Graduating All-Star, and the
Players’ Choice Award winner at the “A” volleyball
provincials. Schmidt and Jillian Hamm won the
zone girls doubles badminton championship and
finished seventh at the provincial championship.

“I enjoyed every aspect of playing high school
sports,” Schmidt said. “Friends were a big part of

it. Notonly did I become
very close with people
at my own school, but I
also became best friends
with people from other
schools too. My coaches
meantalot to me as well.
As I mentioned before,
theyinspired me to show
my hard work and deter-
mination.”

She praised her par-
entsforencouraging and
backing her in all of her
high school sports.

“They supported me
in so many ways, whether
that was driving me
to practices, coming
to watch my games, or
just giving me advice.
My mom was very sup-
portive with sports, and
I can confidently say
that throughout all of
my high school sports,
she maybe missed only
three games. My dad
was very supportive by
giving me advice on how
to keep pushing, helping
me balance everything,
and making sure I knew
I should be very proud
of myself.”

In high school,
Schmidtsuccessfully bal-
anced sports, academics,
and other commitments,
such as working as a dog
sitter for weeks ata time.
In addition to school

sports, she played club soccer and volleyball.

“Balancing sports and academics was tough at
times, but I tried to make sure that when I was at
school, I used my time efficiently and got as much
done as possible,” Schmidt said. “There were a lot
of late nights where I would be doing homework
and then waking up at my normal time for school.”

At Rivers Collegiate’s graduation ceremony, she
shared co-valedictorian honourswith Jillian Hamm.
The multi-talented Schmidtreceived several awards
at the ceremony, including for the highest mark in
applied math 40, highest achievement in band, and
achievement in physical education 40.

The latter award is fitting, as Schmidt will begin
studies in physical education this fall.

“This program interests me because I would love
to learn more about sports, fitness, nutrition, and
everything about the human body,” she said. “I was
also inspired by my own coaches and teachers, and
I hope to become a mentor to others just as they
were mentors to me. I also plan to coach for Big
Bear Volleyball Club, run by Jeff Maxwell who was
my main coach throughout high school and my
main mentor.”

While Schmidt does not plan to play for a Bobcats
school squad in her first year, she said, “I plan to
always play sports, just not always competitively.”
Schmidt will be focusing on school and “my own
fitness journey, improving my eating habits, and
seeing how far fitness can take me.”

GAZETTE-REPORTER
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CoMETS, DODGERS SET FOR SWBL NORTH DIVISION FINAL REMATCH

TheSouth West Baseball
League division finals
might seem like a bit of

By Robin Wark
RIVERS BANNER

déja vu.

Just like in 2025, in the North Division, the Rivers
Comets and Oak River Dodgers will meet with a SWBL
finals berth on the line. Similarly, in the South, the
defending champion Boissevain Centennials will clash
with the Brandon Cardinals once again. The Comets
and Dodgers split their season series 1-1.

“We're excited to be moving on to the nextround and
continuing our season,” Comets player-organizer Scott
Beever said. “Oak River is a good team and we’ve had
good games with them in the past so we’re expecting a
good, hard-fought series.”

The best-of-five series between the Comets and Dodg-
ers began on July 16 at Oak River, after the Banner’s
publication deadline. Game 2 is scheduled for Sunday,
July 19, at Rivers, followed by Game 3 on Tuesday, July
21, at Oak River. If necessary, Game 4 will be played on
Thursday, July 23, at Rivers, and Game 5 will take place
on Friday, July 24, at Oak River.

Division Semifinals
No. 2 Comets 2, No. 3 Rockets 1

The Comets closed out their best-of-three first round
serieswitha 10-3victoryathome on July 10. Beever struck
out 12whileallowing two earned runs onsix hits. Nathan
Espenell and Braden Clarke each drove in two runs.

In Game 2 on July 8, the Rockets held on for an 8-7
win to force a third game. Reston led 8-5 going into the
seventh and final inning. Rivers pushed two across, but
were unable to tie things up. For the Comets, Michael
McFadden drove in two runs while Owen Wareham
pushed two across. Fred Hrycak threw all six innings
for the Comets, allowing eight runs on 14 hits.

Riverswon Game 1 9-6 athome. Beever drove in three
runs. Pitcher Hayden Mackedenskiearned thewin while

striking out seven and allowing three
runs on seven hits in six innings. Beever
pitched thefinalinningand allowed three
runs, two earned, on three hits.

No. 1 Oak River 2, No. 4 Hamiota 0

The Dodgers swept Hamiota 2-0 to
advance to the division finals.

“Our first game we got a slow start,
but we got going with some timely hits,”
Dodgers player Brayden Heapy said. “In
our second game, Kaden (Rozdeba)
pitched a shutout and our bats were go-
ing. Overall, we are a tight team and can
keep each other going, especially during
playofts when it matters most.”

In the clinching Game 2 8-1win on the
road, Rozdeba struck out 15 batters. He
held the Red Sox toonerun,none earned,
and three hits. Heapy paced Oak River

with three RBIs, while Duncan Paddock
had two. Ty Paddock hit a home run.

Jeff Knight drove in Hamiota’s run.
Carter Loewen started on the mound for
the Red Sox and struck out six over five innings.

In Game 1, Oak River prevailed 11-6. The Dodgers
scored nine runs in the fifth inning to take control
of the game. Ty Paddock drove in three runs for Oak
River, while Justin Knight did the same for Hamiota.
For the Dodgers, Anthony Friesen struck out seven.
He allowed three earned runs on six hits in a complete
game performance.

Hamiota Red Sox

The loss in the division semifinals brought the Red
Sox’s season to an end. While battling injuries, the
team posted a 6-0-0 regular season record. It beat the
Brandon Young Guns on the last day of the regular sea-
son to move into a tie with that squad for the division’s

PHOTO BY DALE DAVISON

Hamiota Red Sox back catcher #10 Hayden Crampain tags Oak
River Dodgers #24 Mitch Battersby for an out.

fourth and final playoff spot. Hamiota triumphed in a
one-game playoff.

In the regular season, Justin Knight led the Red Sox
with 10 runs batted in and a home run. Nolan Drake
batted .538. Jordan Edwardshad a team-high foursteals.

Carter Loewen led the pitching staff with almost 37
innings pitched. His 4.35 earned run average was the
bestofthe Hamiota playerswho threwatleastsixinnings.
Loewen and Tyler Wood each had two wins.

Matt Rhiel led the Red Sox with four RBIs in the
playoffs. Justin Knightbatted .500in the postseason and
hit a home run. Loewen pitched Hamiota to the playoff
win over Brandon.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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MILK RUN Harding, Oak Lake

Rivers Food Bank
9:30 - 11:30am
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